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VOLUME m. 

The return from the winter quarters at Foft 
Clatsop, near the mouth of the Columbia, to St. 
Louis, Chapter XXV, to the ead. (From Marcb-, 
1808, to September 23, 1806. ) 

It was on March 23 that the explorers 
started on their return. They had encoun- 
tered no white men at the mouth of thfr 
Columbia, and the scaritincss of their re- 
maining supplies increased the hardships of 
their journey. 

Of the written lists and memoranda 
which they left with the Clatsops, one copy 
did reach the United States. In the sum- 
mer of 18O0 Captain Hill of the brig Lydia- 
entered the Colimabia to trade. He carried. 
one of tiie explorers' papers to Canton, 
China, and then sent it to Philadelphia. 

The vultures referred to in this chapter 
were the California condors, now nearly- 
extinct. In this chapter and the next there 
is an account of the discovery of the Mult- 
nomah Rivur, now the Willamette. Xear 
the Indian settlement described on page 34 
is now the city of Portlajid, Oregon, wap- 
patoo Inlet (page 40) is now called Willa- 
mette Slough. The name " wappatoo " waB 
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fco term in the Chinook jargon of the 
XorthwcBt for the potato. The Multnomah 
Palls ia the most noteworthy of the five cas- 
•B^es on the Oregon side of the river, which 
iJiG explorers passed before they reached 
(flie head of tidewater, on April 9, and began 
fte arduous portage around the Cascades 
^ the Columbia and the Dalles. 

On April 33 (Chapter XXVII.) they 
jpBEed the mouth of Eock River. The 
Wollawollas" encountered as they jour- 
■fcyed alont; the south or Oregon side of 
^e Columbia are now the Walla Walla 
Indians, and the Youmalolam River (page 
?5) is now the Umatilla. The end of this 
*apter finds the party travelling on horsc- 
■1«ck along the Walla Walla River through 
ikie county of that name. On May 1 they 
were between the present towns of Prea- 
cott and Waitesburp, in Washington. Their 
journey east of the Columbia continued 
along Touchet Creek, and, later, along the 
Kooskooakee, now the Clearwater, in Nea 
Perci Oounty, Idaho. 

The explorers were well to the eastward 
of the Bitter Root Mountains when they 
made the camp described In Chapter XXIX., 
tc await the melting of the snow. The 
Quamash Flats of Chapter XXX. were 
■amed for the camass root which was 
valued by the Indians. This chapter de- 
scribes the diJBcult passage of the Bitter 
Root Mountains. Traveler's Rest Creek 
(p. 158) is near the summit of these moun- 
ting. The travellers had advanced from 
Waho into Montana, but they had not yet 
itMued the Great Divide. 
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Captain Lewis went ahead (Chapter 
XXXI. ) , advancing between the Bitter 
Boot and Rocky Mountain ranges, crossing 
the MiBsoula River and camping near the 
present site of Miasoiiln, Montana. On 
Jaly 7 they crossed the pai-s in the Rockies 
which hrought them finally to the eastern 
side. They continued down the Medicine, 
now the Sun River, to the rendezvous at 
the Great Falls of the Missouri. Maria's 
River, which I^wis starts out to explore in 
Chapter XXXI. and XXXII., flows from 
near the northern houndary of Montana to 
the Missouri, near the town of Ophir. In 
Chapter XXXIII. and XXXIV. we can 
trace the journey of Captain Clark alonjf 
Clark's or Bitter Root River to Ross' Hole, 
across the Rockies through Lewis' Pass, 
down Wisdom or Big Hole River to the 
forks of the Jefferson, down to the Mis- 
souri, and then up the Gallatin, crossing to 
the Yellowstone and following it to a meet- 
ing with Lewis on the Missouri. The Di- 
vide was crossed on July G, when Clark 
passed into Beaverhead County, Montana, 
travelling west of Bismarck Cify, Montana. 
A part of this journey followed the present 
line of the Northern Pacific Railroad from 
Gallatin City through Bozeman Pass to 
Livingston. On July 27 they passed from 
the Big Horn into the Yellowstone and 
" took a last look at the Rocky Mountains." 
It was not until August 13 (Chapter 
XXXV.), that the party were reunited. 

On their return to the Mandan villages, 
near Bismarck, they parted with the faith- 
ful Sacajawea, one of the most interesting 
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figures of this expedition, and she and her 
husband and child remained behind. Tlie 
hanter Colter, who turned back here to the 
wilderness, entered upon a dramatic series 
of adventures, ivhich in 1807 included a 
flight from the Blackfeet that led to his 
discovery of the wonders of the Yellow- 
stone National Park. The Indian chief 
Big White, who accompanied the explorers 
from this point, was prevented by the hos- 
tile Arikaras from returning the next year, 
and the Missouri Fur Company was paid 
:$7000 to escort him back in 1809. 

The return do^-n the Missouri and Miss- 
jBsippi ended at St. Louis on September 33, 
1806, closing a journey of 8000 miles. The 
modest ending of the Journals is charac- 
teristic. The appendices with their wealth 
of facts indicate how thoroughly the ex- 
plorers carried out Jefferson's instructions 
as to observations. 

The journals kept by Captains Lewis and 
■Clark, and other note books of the expedi- 
tion, were finally placed in the hands of 
Nicholas Biddle, who prepared this volu- 
minous mass, over 1,200,000 words, for pub- 
lication in the continuous narrative pre- 
sented here, which has been and will always 
be the popular edition. 

R.H. 
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CHAPTEB XXV. 



means ol snbslnlenoe Tor the party— TUer 
I their ^iiraay tu tbe mountBluB— TlieT 
leare Id ibe banila ot llw ladiane b wriuea menuiraiidum, Im- 
portlDg ttaelr havjug peDUlruled to tbe PBuiac. thiauRh tDe 
route ot tbe Mlsauurl and Cotumbla, and tbroDKb tbe RooKt 
mounUtaB— The varty e/naamata their retura route— De^- 
lerlty ot the Cacliliuuah ladlnns Id cervlag— DesarlpUon nt 
tbe ConeUskee rlTer— The; eiperlunce mucli Unspllalltf Irom 
the nuUvea— AD initaace of tli e eiu^eme voraulty ot tbi) vul- 
ture— Tho jiartj are vlstled by mnnr BranBe lucUans. sll of 
wbomBjfi Slndanil liOBpltal)le — t^wtndtT of gBme. asd cmtior- 
TBtsments or the iiarty on that actuunt— Captnln Olark dlscor- 
era a tribe nut eeea Id tbe descent down tho Calumbla— Singu- 
lar adventnre to obtain provt^ooH tram them — Parllcnlar de- 
icrlptluii of the Maltnouiab Tillage and river— Description of ' 
mount Jeneraon— Some amount by captain Citii ot lie Heer. 
efaoklo tribe, und ot their archfMctore— Their aulterliifca hi tha 
ULiIl-pox. 

Manj reasoiiR bad determined oh to remain at 

(brt CiatsDp till tbe OthC of April, Besides the 

wont affbel In tbe Colunthian plains, and theira- 

pracIicabiUty of paaeing the inonn tains belbre tbe 

be^nning of Jnne, we were anxioiis to see aome of 

the foreign traders, from whom, by means of our 

. ample letters of credit, we might have recruited 

^V onr exhausted etoree ot raerehandide, About the 

y/— -Wddle of March however, we become Berionsly 

^ alarmed for the want of ftiod: the elk, our chief 

dependence, bad at tengtJi deeez1«d their usual 



r 



LEWIS AND CLAEK'8 ESEEDITION 

bannta in our neigh bourhoc-d,. and retreated to 
the mountainB. We were, tog poor to purchaee 
Other food from the^-lBdl&iie, eo that we were 
eometimes reduced,, netwithBtanding ail the exer- 
tions of our hnn^^,-t<) a aingle daj-'s proviHion in 
advance. The'tpenloo, whom the constant rains 
and conBjiement.'had rendered unhealthy, might 
we hoped b^ benefitted by leaving the coaat, and 
reaumlnfe, the exercise of travelling. We therefore 
detBrtaljted to leave fort Clatsop, ascend the river 
, eloWIj, consume the month of Mareli in the woody 
'Country, where we hope to find sabsistence, and 
"-.in this way reaclt the plains about the first of 
April, before wliich time it will be impossible to 
attempt crossing them : for this purpose we began 
onr prepexations. During the winter we had been 
very industrious in dressing skins, so that we now 
had a sufficient quantity of clothing, besides be- 
tween three and four hundred pair of moccasins. 
Bnt the whole stock of goods on which we are to 
depend, either for the purchase of horses or of 
food, during the long tour of nearly four thousand 
miles, is so much diminished, that it might all he 
tied in two handkerchiefs. We have in fact noth- 
ing bnt six blue robea, one of scarlet, a coat and 
hat of the United States artiiiery uniform, five 
robes made of our large flag, and a few old 
clothes trimmed with ribbon. We therefore feel that 
our chief dependence must be on our guns, which 
fortunately for us are all in good order, as we 
had taken the precaution of bringing a number of 
extra locks, and one of our men proved to be an 
excellent artist in that way. The powder had 
been secured in leaden canisters, and though on 
many occasions they had been under water, it 
remained perfectly dry, and we now found our- 
selves in possession of one hundred and forty 
14 
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poande of powder, and twi«e that quantity or lead, 
a stock quite aufflcient for the rout* homewardi. 

Alter much trafficking, '%Fe at last succeeded in 
purcbaeing a canoe for a unit'orm coat and half a 
carrot of tobacco, and took a canoe ftora tiie 
ClatBOpB, as a reprisal for eome elk which some of 
them had stolen li-oia uh in the winter. We were 
DOW ready to leave fort Clatsop, but the rain pre- 
vented ua for eeveral days from caulking the 
eanoea, and we were forced to wait for calm 
weather, before we could attempt to paae point 
William. In the meantime we were visited by 
many of our neigh bonre, for the purpose of taking 
leave of ue. The Clatsop Commowool has been 
the most kind and hospitable of all the Indians ia 
this quarter: we therefor? gave him a certiBcate 
of the kindneea and attention which we had re- 
ceived from him, and added a more substantial 
proof of our gratitude, the gift of all our houaea 
and furniture. To the Chinnook chief Delashel- 
wilt, we gave a certificate of the same kind ; wft 
also circulated among the natives eeveral papers, 
one of which we also posted up in the fort, to the 
following efftet; 

"The object of this last, is, that through the 
medium of some civilised person, who may see the 
same, it may be made known to the world, that 
the party consisting of the persons whose namea 
are hereunto annexed, and who were sent oat by 
the government of the United States to o:;plore 
the interior of the continent of North America, did 
penetrate the same by the way of the Missouri 
and Columbia rivers, to the discharge of the latter 
into the Pacific ocean, where they arrived on the 
14th day of November 1805, and departed the 23d 
day of March, 1806, on their return to the 
United States, by the same route by which they 
15 
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I Jiad come out."* On the hack of some of these 
paperH, we aketthed the tonneotion of the upper 
branches of the AliBsouri and Columbia riverd, 
' with our route, and the track which -we intended 
to follow on our return. This meraorandura waa 
all that vie deemed it necesaarj to make; for there 
eeemed bnt httle chance that any detailed report 
to our government, whi'Ch we might leave in the 
bands bf the eavngee, to be delivered to Ibreign 
traders, would ever reach the United States, To 
leave any of our men here, in hopea of their pro- 
-curtng a paeeage home in some transient veeeel, 
ivould too much weaken our party, which we must 
neeeBsarily divide during our route; besides that, 
we will most probably he there ourselves sooner 
than any trader, who, aft«r spending the next sum- 
mer here, might go on some circuitous vo^a^. 

* B; a alDgutor CBsualtf . this noUi fell Idta Ibe possession oE 
(aptoln Hill, wtiQ, wblle oa tbe coast at tbe Poclflc, procured It 
from tbe DBtlveB. Tblsnole aocompanledlilin on blB voyage lo 
O&Dtoa, trom n-bence II arrived In llie CnlMd Slalea, The fol- 
lowing ts en extract of u letter, from a gentleman at Canton lo 
tils rrlend In Ptilladelplila : 

Extract of a letter from (o In PhOa/ttlpliia. 

CiNTON. Jaouary, IHK". 
' I wrote ;ou last by tbe □ovemor Strong. Clereland, tor Bos- 
toni IbepreseDtlsliy tbebrlgLrdla. Hill, of tbe same place. 

CapIalD Hill, While on Che gobbI, met some Indian natives near 
the mouUi of tbe Columbia river, who delivered to him a paper, 
of wbleb I enclose you a copy. It liad been committed lo ibeir 
ohoiKB by captains Clark and Lewia, vbo bad peuetrsled to Uie 
Fadflu ocean. Tlie original Is a rough dntft with a pen of thelr 
OutwBTd route, and tlial whlcli they lutonded reiumlne by. 
Just below the Junction oE Madison's river, they found an Im- 
mense fall of tbreR hundred and aixly-two feet perpendicular. 
This, t believe, exceeds in magnitude any other kno^vn. From 
Uie natives captain Hill learned that they were all in good health 
and spirits; had met many dUEeultles on their progress, from 
various tribes of Indians, but bad found them about the sonrceg 
Of tbe Mlffiourl viiry friendly, an rrcre thuso on Culuuibia river 
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The rains and wind still confined ue to the fbrt; 
but at Ifiet our proviaionB dwindled down to a 
single days stock, and it became absolutely nec- 
essary to remove; we therefore sent a few hunters 
ahead, and stopped the boats as well ae we could 
with mad. The neit morning:, 

SaniJny, March 23, 1S06, the canoes were 
loaded, and at one o'clock in the afternoon we 
took afinalleaveof fort Clatsop. The wind wa» 
Btiii high, but the alternative of remaining with- 
out propisionH waa so nnpleasant, that we hoped 
to be able to double point William. We had 
scarcely left the fort when we met Deiashelwiit, 
and a party of twenty Chinnooks, who under- 
Btandin^; that we had been trying to procure a- 
canoe, had brought one for sale. Being, however, 
already supplied, we left them, and after getting 
out of Meriwether's bay, began to coast along the 
south aide of the river: we doubled point William 
without any injury, and at aii o'clock reached, at 
tlie distance of eixt^en milea &oni fort Clatsop, the 
mouth of a small creek, where we found our 
hunters. They had been fortunate enough to kill 
two elk, but at such a distance that we could not 
send for them before the nest morning, 

Monday, Maxcb 34, when they were brought in 
for breakfkat. We then proceeded. The countryls 
covered with a thick growth of timber: the water 
however is shallow to the distance of four miles 
from shore; and although there is a channel deep 
enough for canoes on the eouth aide, jet as the 
tide was low, we found some difficulty in passing 
along. At one o'clock we reached the Cathlamah 
village, where we halted for about two hours, and 
purchased some wappatoo and a dog for the in- 
Talids. This village we have already deacribed, as 
dtuated opposite to the seal islands: on one ot 
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these tie Indians have placed their dead in eanoea, 
raised on scaffolds, above the reach of the tide. 
These people seem to be more fond of carving in 
wood than their neighbours, and have various 
Bpecimens of their ta*te about the houses. The 
broad pieces snpporting the roof and the board 
through ■which doors are cat, are the objects on 
■which they chiefly display their ingenuity, and are 
ornamented with curious figures, sometimes repre- 
senting persons in a sitting posture supporting a 
burden. On resuming* our route among the seal 
islands, 'we mistooli our way, 'which an Indian 
observing, be pursued us and put ub into the right 
channel. He soon, however, embarrassed ua, by 
claiming the canoe we had taken Irom the Clat- 
Bops, and which he declared was his property: ive 
had found it among the Clatsops, and seized it as 
a reprisal for a theft committed by that nation; 
but being unwilling to do an act of injustice to 
this Indian, and having no time to discuss the 
question of right, we compromised with him for 
an elk skin, with which he returned perfectly satis- 
fied. We continued oar route along the shore, and 
after making M«en miles encamped at an old vil- 
lage of nine houaes, opposite to the lower village 
of the Wahkiacnms. Jlero we were overtaken by 
two Chinnooks, who came to ns after dark, and 
spent the night at our camp. We found plenty of 
■wood for fires, which 'were quite necessary, aa the 
■weather bad become cold. This morning, 

Tuesday 25, proved eo disagreeably cold that 
we did not set out before seven o'clock, when 
having breakfasted, we continued along the south- 
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on » trading voyage to the Skilloots, and were 
now on their return loaded with dried anchovies, 
wappatoo, and sturgeon. After dinner wecrossed 
the river to a large island, along the Bide of which 
we continued abont a mile till we reached a Bingle 
house, occupied by three men, two women, and 
the same number of boja, all of the Cathlamah 
nation. Tbej were engaged in fishing or trolling 
fbr sturgeon, of which the; had caught about a 
dozen, but they asked bo much for them that we 
were afraid to purchase. One of the men pur. 
chaaed the skin of a sea-otter, in exchange for a 
dressed elk skin and a handkerchief Near adjoin- 
ing this bouse was another party of Cathlamahe, 
who had been np the river on a fishing excursion, 
and been succesenil in procuring a large supply, 
which they were not disposed to sell. We pro- 
ceeded on to the head of the island, and then 
crossed to the north side of the river. Here the 
coast formed a continued swamp for several miles 
back, so that it was late in the evening before we 
were able to reach a spot fit for our camp. At 
length we discovered the entrance of a small 
creek, opposite to the place where we were en- 
camped on the sisth of November, and though the 
ground was low and moist, yet as the spot waa 
sheltered fWsm the wind, we resolved to pass the 
night there : we had now made fifteen miles. Here 
we found another party of ten C athlamahs, who 
bad established a temporary residence here for the 
purpose of Bshing stui^on and taking seat, in 
both of which they had been successftil. They 
gave ne some of the flesh of the seal, which was 
a, valuable addition to the lean elk. The low 
grounds which we passed are supplied with Cot- 
tonwood, and the tree resembling the ash, except 
ia ita leaf, with red willow, broad-leai^ willow. 
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seven barb, gooseberry, green briar, and the 
large-leated thorn. The ^vind was verj high to- 
warda erening, and oontiuued to blow ao violeat 
in the morning, 

Miircb 26, that we could not eet out before 
tight o'clock. In the meantime finding that one 
of our neighboara, tlie Cathtamahs, by name 
Wailale, was a pereon of distinction, we gave him 
a medal of a small size, with whirh be was in- 
vested with the uaual ceremonies. He appeared 
highly gratified, and requited us with a large 
sturgeon. The wind ha,ving abated, we proceeded 
to an old village, where we halted for dinner, 
having met on the way Sahawacap the principal 
chief of all the Cathlamahe, who was on hie re- 
turn from a trading voyage up the river, with 
wappatoo and fish, some of which he gave us, and 
we purchased a little more. At dinner we were 
overtaken by two WahkiacumB, who have been 
following 119 for twenty-four hours, with two 
dogs, for which they are importuning ue to give 
them some tobacco; but as we have very little of 
that article left, they were obliged to go off dis- 
appointed. We received at the same time an 
agreeable supply of three eagles and a large goot^e, 
brought in by the hunters. After dinnerwe passed 
along the north shore oppouite to a high fine 
bottom and dry prairie, at the upper end of 
which, near a grove of wliite-oak trees, is an 
island which we called i'anuy'a island. There 
were some deer and elk at a distance in the 
prairie, but as we could not stay to hunt, we 
continued till lat« in the evening, when we en- 
camped on the neit island above Fanny's. Ac- 
cording to the estimate we made in descending the 
river, which we begin, however, to think was 
Bhort, our jonmey of to-day was eighteen milea. 
20 
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Thursday; 27. — We aet out early, and were soon 
joined 'hj some Skilloote, vrith fish and roota for 
eale. At ten o'clock we stopped to breakfast at 
two honseti of the same natiou, where we found. I 
our hantere, wl)o had nut returned to camp laab. i 
night, but bad killed aothing. The inliabitanta 
seemed very kind and hoapi table. They gave 
almost the whole party aa mudi aa they could eat 
of dried anchovieB, wappatoo, sturgeon, quamafih, 
and a email white tuberous root, two iucbee long 
and aa thick aa a raan'a finger, which, when eaten 
raw, \a crisp, milky, and of an agreeable Savour. 
The Indiana also urged -ae to remain with tbem 
all day, and hunt elk and deer, which they said 
were abundant in the neig'hbourhood ; but as the 
weather would not permit us to dry and pitch 
our canoes, we declined their offer and proceeded. 
At the distance of two miles we passed the en- 
trance of Coweliskee rii-er. This atream dis- 
charges itself on the north ttide of the Columbia, 
about three miles above a remarkably high rocky 
knoll, the south side of which it washes in pasB- 
ing. and which is separated from the northern 
hills by a wide bottom of eeveral milea in extent. 
The Coweliskee is one hundred and filly yards 
wide, deep and navigable, as the Indians assert, 
for a considerable distance, and most probably 
waters the country west aud north of the range 
of mountains which cross the Columbia between 
the great fells and rapids. On the lower side of 
this river, a few milea from its entrance into the 
Oolumbia, is the principal village of the Skilloota, 
people, differiag, however, neither in 
21 
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langnage, dress, nor mannerB, from the Clatsops, 
Chinnooks, and other nations at the mouth of the 
Columbia. With the Chinnoolia they have lately 
been at war, and though hostilities hare eaased, 
yet they have not resumed tieir usual inter- 
conrae, so that the SkJlloots do not go as far aa 
the sea, nor do the Chinnoots come higher up 
than the Seal ialandB, the trade between them, 
being carried on by the Clatsops, Catltlamahs, 
and Wahkiofums, their mutual friends. On thi» 
same river, above the Bkillootn, resides the nation 
called Hullooetell, of whom we learnt nothing, 
except that the nation was numerous. I<ate in 
the evening we halted at the beginning of the 
bottom land, below Deer island, after having 
made twenty miles. Along the low grounds on 
the river were the Cottonwood, sweet- willow, the 
oak, ash, the broad-leafed ash, and the growth 
resembling the beech ; while the hills are occupied 
almost exclusively by different species of fir, and 
the block alder is common to the bills as well as 
the low grounds. During the day we passed a, 
number of fishing camps, on both eidee of the 
river, and were constantly attended by small 
parties of the Skilloots, who behaved in the most 
orderly manner, and fVom whom we purchased as 
much fish and roots as we wanted on very moder- 
ate terms. The night continued as the day had 
been, cold, wet, and disagreeable. 

Friday, 2S.— We left our camp at an early hour, 
and by nine o'clock reached an old Indian village 
on the left side of Deer island. Here we found a 
party of onr men whom we had sent on yesterday 
to hunt, and who now returned after killing seven 
deer, in the course ofthe morning, out of upwards 
of a hundred which they had seen. They were the 
common fkllow deer with long tails, and though 
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7 poor are better than the black-tailed fallow 
deer of tlie coast, from which they (lifter materi- 
ftllj. Soon after our arrival the weather became 
l^ir, and we therefore immediately hauled the 
boate on shore, and haviag dried them by means 
of large firee, put on the piti^h. We also took thia 
opportunity of drying our baggage ; and aa some 
ol'the huntera had not yet returned, it was deemed 
adviaable to pass the night at our present camp. 
This island, which has received ftom the Indiaua 
the appropriate name of Elalah, or Deer island, is 
Burrounded on the water side by an abundant 
growth of Cottonwood, aah, and willow, while 
the interior coneists cbieQy of prairiee interspereed 
with ponde. These afford refuge to greatnunibera 
of geeae, ducks, large awan, Eaadhill cranes, a l%w 
can vaas- backed ducks, and particularly the duck- 
inmaltard, the most abundant of all. There are 
also great numbers of snakes resembling our gar- 
teranakea in appearance, and like them notpoiaon- 
ouB. Our hunters brought in three deer, a goose, 
some ducks, an eagle, and a tiger-cat, but such is 
the eitrema voracity of the vultures, that tiey 
had devoured in the space of a f^w hours, four of 
the deer killed this morning; and one of our men 
declared, tltat they had besides dragged a large 
buck about thirty yards, skinned it, and broke the 
back-bone. We were visited during the day by a 
large canoe with t«n IndlanH of theQuathlapotle 
nation, who reside about seventeen milea above 
us. We had advanced only five miles to-day. 

Saturdaj, 20. — At an early hour we proceeded 
along the side of Deer island, and halted for 
breablaet at the upper end ofit, which is properly 
the commencement of the great Columbiau valley. 
Wewere here joined by three men of the Towahna- 
hiook nation, with whom w^ proceeded, till at the 
•23 
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distance of favirteen milea from our camp of last 
evening we reached a large ialet or arm of the 
river, about three hundrtd yards wide, up which 
they went fo their viliagea. A ehort distance 
above tiiia inlet a considerable river empties itself 
from the north eide of the Colnmbia. Its name is 
Chawabnahiooka. It is about one hundred and 
flftj yards wide, and at present dischargeii a large 
body of water, tboug;b tbe Indians assure ns that 
ataebort diatanue above ita mouth, the naviga- 
tion IB obstructed by fidln and rapida. Three 
miles beyond the inlet is an island near tbe north 
ehore of the river, behind the lower end of which 
is a village of Quathlapotles, where we landed, 
about three o'clock. The village conaistjj of four- 
teen large wooden houses. The people themselvea 
received us very kindly, and voluntarily spread 
before us wappatoo aud anchovies, but as eoon as 
we hod finished enjoying this hospitality, if it 
deserves that name, they began to ask na for 
presents. They were, however, perfectly satisfied 
with the small articles which we diatrihuted ac- 
cording to custom, and equally pleased with onr 
purchasing some wappatoo, twelve dogs and two 
ses-otter skins. We also gave to the chief a small 
medal, which he, however, soon transfferi'ed to his 
■wife. After remaining Bome time we embarked, 
and coasting along this island, which nJter the 
nation we called Quathlapotle island, encamped 
for this nigiit in a small prairie on the north side 
of the Columbia, having mode by estimate nine- 
teen miles. The river is rising (hst. In tbe course 
of the day we saw great numbers of geese, ducks, 
and large and small swans, which last are very 
abundant in the ponds where the wappatoo 
grows, as they tbed mneh on that root. We also 
observed the crested king-fihiher, andthe large and 
2i 
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email blackbird ; and this evening heard, without 
Beeing, the large hooting o«"L. The frogs, which 
we have not found in Ihe ■n-et marshes near the 
entram^e of the Columbia, are now croaking in the 
swami)H and marehea with preui.ii'Ij- the same note , 
common in the United t^tatua. The gart«reiiakea . 
appear in vast qiiantitiS'H. and are srattere^ 
through the priiiriea in largj bundles of forty or ■ 
fifty entwined roaud each (ither: among the ini 
on the rocki) we observed a ^peuies uf gmatt wild j 
oniona growing so clo^wly tog..-[her ae to form a 
perfect turf, and equal in flavour to the shives of I 
our gardens, which they resemble in appearance 
also. 

Sunclaf, 30. — Soon after our departure we were 
met by three Clanaminamuma, one of whom we 
recognised as our companion yesterday. He 
presaed us very much to visit his countrymen on 
the inlet, but we had no time to make the circuit, 
and parted. We hud not proceeded far before a 
party of Claxtare, and Cathlacumupg, parsed na 
in two cajioes, on their way down the river ; and 
aoon after we were met by several other canoM, 
filled with persons of different tribes on each side 
of the river. We passed, altio, several fluhing 
camps, on Wappatoo ieland. and then halted for 
breaki'ast on the north side of the river, near our 
camp of the 4th of November. Here we were 
visited by several canoes ftom two villages on 
Wappatoo island; the first, about two miles 
above us, is called Clahnaquah, the other a mile 
above them, has the name of Multnomah. After 
higgling much in the manner of those on the sea- 
coast, tliese Indians gave u^ a sturgeon with some 
wappatoo and paahequaw in exchange for small 
fishhooks. As we proceeded we were joined by 
other Indians, aud on coming opposite to the 



Clahnaqoah village, we were ahown another vil- 
lage about two milea from the river on the north- 
eaet eide, and behind a pond running parallel with 
it. Here they said the tribe called Sliotoa resided. 
Abont four o'clock the Indians all left ub. Their 
chief object in occompanjiug ua appeared to be to 
gratify curiosity; but though they behaved in the 
most IHendly manner, most of them were prepared 
with their instruments of war. About sunset we 
reached a beautiful prairie, opposite tlie middle of 
what we had called Image-canoe island, and hav- 
ing made twenty-three miles, encamped for the 
night. In the prairie is a large pond or lake, and 
an open grove of oak borders the back part. 
There are many deer and elk in the nei^hbonr- 
hood, but thej are very shy, and the annual Ifern 
which is now abundant and dry, makes such a, 
mstling aa the hunters paas through it, that they 
could not come within reoi^h of the game, and we 
obtained nothing but a single duck. 

Monday Sl.—W'e set out very early, and at 
eight o'clock landed oa the north aide of the river 
and breakfasted. Directly opposite ia a large 
wooden house, belonging to the Shahala nation, 
the inhabitants of which came over to see ub. 
We had observed in descending the river last year, 
that there were at the same place, twenty-four 
other houses built of wood and covered with 
straw, all of which are now destroyed : on inquiry 
the Indians informed us, that their relatione 
whom we saw last fall, usually visit them at that 
season for the purpose of hunting deer and elk, 
and collecting wappatoo, but that they had 
lately returned to their permanent residence at the 
Hapids, we presume in order to prepare for the 
salmon season, aa that fiah will aoon begin to 
mn. At ten o'clock we resumed our route along 
26 
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the north side of the river, and having passed 
Diamond island, and Wbit«brant island, baited for 
the night at the lower point of a handsome 
prairie. Our camp TOhich is twenty-five miles from 
that of laet night, ia situated opposite to the 
upper entrance of Quicksand river: a Uttle below 
a stream from the north empties itaeU'into theCo- 
lumbia, near the head of Whitebrant island. It 
is about eighty yards wide, and at present dis- 
charges a large body of very clear water, which 
near the Columbia overflowe its low banks, and 
forms several large ponds. The natives inform us 
that this river is of no great extent, and rises in 
the mountains near us, and that at a mile Itom 
its mouth it is divided into two nearly equal 
branches, both of which are iniMipable of being 
navigated, on account of their numerous falls and 
rapids. Not being able to learn any Indian name, 
we called it Seal river, from the abundance of 
those animals near its mouth. .\t the same place 
we saw a summer duck, or a wood duck, as it ia 
Bometiraea called ; it is the same witb those of the 
United States, and the first we had seen since 
•ntering the Kocky mountains last summer. 

The hunters who had been obliged to bait below 
Seal river on account of the ivaves being too high 
for their email canoe, returned after dark with the 
unwelcome news that game was scarce in that 
quarter. 

Taesday, April J.— Three Indians had followed 
QB yeaterdaj, and encami>ed near us lost night. 
On patting to them a variety of questions relative 
to their country, they assured us that Quicksand 
river, which we had hitherto deemed so consider- 
able, extends no further than the southwest side 
of mount Hood, which is south 83° east, forty- 
miles distant from this place ; that it is moreover 
27 
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navigable for a very short diatanee only, in conse> 
qoeaci! of fktia and rapids, and tJiat no nation 
inhabite its borders. Several otiier persons af- 
firmed tljat it rows near mount Hood, and ser- 
geant Pryor, wlio was aent for the purpose of 
examining it, convinced ns of the trnth of their 
Statement. He had found tbe river three hundred 
yards wide, though the channel was not more 
than fifty yards, and about six feet deep. The 
current wae rapid, the water turbid, the bed of 
the river is formed entirely of qnicksand, and the 
banks low and at present overflowed. He passed 
several islands, and at three and ahalf miles dis- 
tance a creek froia the south, fifty yards wide ; his 
farthest course was sis. miles from tlie month of 
the river, but there it seemed to bend to the east, 
and he heard the noise of watj^rihlls. If Quicksand 
river then does not go beyond mount Hood, it 
mast leave the valley a few miles from its en- 
trance, and run nearly parallel with theColumbia. 
There must therefore be some other large river, 
which we have not yet seen, to water theexten- 
eive country between the monntains of the coast 
and Quicksand river: but the Indians could ^ve 
us no satisfactory information of anysuch stream. 
Whilst we were making these inquiries, anumber 
of canoes came to us, aod among tbe re^t a num- 
ber of fkmilies were deecending the river. They 
toid us that they lived at the (ireat rapids, but 
that a great scarcity of provisions there, had in- 
duced them to come down in hopes of finding 
BnbaistencB in this fertile valley. All those who 
lived at the rapids, as well as the nations above 
them, were in much distress for want of food, 
having consumed their winter store of dried flsh, 
and not expecting the return of the salmon before 
tbe next iiill moon, ivhich will happen on the 
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second of MajT thia intelligencB waa diHagreeabto 
and embarraaaing. From the (iills to the L'hopuQ. 
nieh Datioa, the plains afford no deer, elk. or ante- 
lope, on n-hith we eaji relj ibr nubsistenee. The i 
horHBa are very poor at thia aeaaon, and the dog»" 
must be in the same condition if their i'ood thft' I 
fiah have tailed, so that we tiad calculated entirel)^ I 
on parcba«ing flsb. On the other hsuid it is ob^ 
yiously inespedient to wait for the return of the'] 
ealmon, since in tJiat eaae we miglit not reach th^' 
MiaBonri before the ice would prevent our navigate' I 
ing it. We might beeidea hazard the losa of 
horses, for the Chopunnish, with whom we left* I 
them, intend croaaing the mountains aa early as' 
poaaible, which ia about the lieginning of May, 
and they would take our horaea with them, or 
Butfer them to diaperse, in either of which casea the" 
passage of the mountains ■will be almost imprac- 
ticable. We therefore, alter much deliberation, de- i 
cided to remain here till we collect meat enough to ' I 
last us tiil we reach the Chopunnish nation, to 'M 
obtain canoea from tile natives aa we asc 
either in exchange for our periogTiea, or by pur- ' 
chasing them with skina and merchandise. Theao ' n 
canoes may in turn be exchanged for horses with 
the natives of the plains, till we obtain enough to 
travel altogether by land. On reaching the south- 
east branch of the Columbia, four or five mea 
shall be sent on to the Chopunniah to have our 
horsea in readineae, and thus we shall have a''| 
Btock of horaea sufficient to transport ourbaggago 
and to aupply us with proviaiona, for we now per- 
ceive that they will form oiir only certain reaonrco 
for Ibod. 

The hunters returned from the opposite side of 

the river with some deer and elk, which were 

abundant there, aa were also the tracks of the 
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black bear; while on the north Bide we could kill 
nothing. 

In the conree of out dealings to-day we pur- 
chased a canoe fiom an Indian, for which we gaTe 
Biz fathom of wampunii beads. He seemed per- 
fectly satisfied and went away, but returned Boon 
after, cancelled the bargain, and giving bock the 
wampum requested that we would restore him the 
canoe. To this we coDsented, as we knew this 
method of trading to be very common and deemed 
perfectly fair. 

Wednesday, 2. — Being now determined to collect 
OB mnch meat as possible, two parties, conaisting 
of nine men, were sent over the rJTer to hunt, 
three were ordered to range the country on this 
side, while all the rest were employed in cutting 
and BcafTolding the meat which we bod already. 
About eight o'clock several canoes arrived to visit 
US, and among the rest were two young men, who 
were pointed out as Caehooks. On intiuiry, they 
said that their nation resided at the falls of a 
large river, which empties itself into the south side 
of the Columbia, a few milea below us, and they 
drew a map of the country, with a coal on a mat. 
In order to verity this information, captain Clark 
persuaded one of the young men, by a present of 
a bnming-glaBa, to accompany him to the river, 
in Beareh of which he Immediately set out with a 
canoe and seven of our men. After his departure 
other canoes arrived from above, bringing iiimiiies 
of women and children, who confirmed the ac- 
counts of a scarcity of provisions. One of these 
families, consiBting of ten or twelve persons, en- 
camped near us, and behaved perfi«tly well. The 
hunters on this side of the river, returned with the 
skins of only two deer, the animals being too poor 
for use. 
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Tborsday, 3.— A eonaideraljle number of Indians 
crowded ua to-day, man; of whom came ftom the 
upper part of the river. These poor wretchea 
confirm the reports of scarcity among the nationa 
above; which, indeed, their appearance aufficiently 
prove, for they seem almost starved, and greedily 
pich the bonei^ and refuse meat thrown awaj by 

In the evening captain Clark returned from his 
excursion. On setting out yesterday at half past 
eleven o'clock, be directed his courae along the 
eolith side of the river, where, at the distance of 
eight miles, he passed a Tillage of the Nechacohee 
tribe, belonging to the Eloot nation. The village 
itself is small, and being sitnated behind Diamond 
island, was concealed from our view as we passed 
both times along the northern shore. He coa- 
tinued till three o'clock, when he landed at the 
single hoase already mentioned, as the only re- 
mains of a village of twenty-four straw hots. 
Along the shore were great numbers of email 
canoes for gathering wappatoo, which were left 
by the Shahalae, who Tiait the place annually. 
The present inhabitants of the house are part of 
the Neerchokioo tribe of the eame nation. On 
entering one of the apartments of the house, cap- 
tain Clark offered several articles to the Indiana, 
in exchange for wappatoo, but they appeared 
sullen and ill-humoured, and retbsed to give him 
any. He therefore sat down by the iire, opposite 
to the men, and faking a port-fire match from hia 
pocket, threw a small piece of it into the flame, at 
the same time took his pocket compass, and by 
means of a magnet, which happened to be in his 
inkhom, made the needle turn round very briakly. 
The match now took Are, and burned violently, 
on which, the Indians terrified at this strange 
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exhibition, immediately brought a quantity of 
wappatoo, and laid it at his ftet, begging him to 
put out the bud fire: "while au old woman con- 
tinued to speak with great vehemence, aa ifpray- 
ing and imploring protection. Having received 
the roots, captain Clark put up the compass, and 
as the match went ant of itself, tranquillity was 
reetored, though the women and children still 
took rethge in their bedij, and behind the men. 
He now paid tliem for what he had used, and 
after lighting his pipe, and smoking with them, 
he continued down the river. He now foundwhat 
we had called Image-canoe Island, to consist of 
three islands, the one in the middle concealing the 
opening between the other two in such a way, as 
to present to us on the opposite eide of the river, 
the appearance of a single island. At the lower 
point of the third, and thirteen miles below the 
last village, be entered the mouth of a large river 
irhich was concealed by three small islauds in ita 
mouth, from those who descend or go up the 
Columbia. This river, which the Indiana call 
Multnomah, from a nation of the same name, 
residing near it on Wappatoo island, enters the 
Columbia, one hundred and forty miles from the 
mouth of the latter river, of which it may justly 
be considered as formlag one fourth, though it had 
now fiillen eighteen inches below ita greatest an- 
nual height. From its entrance mount Bcgnier 
bears nearly north, mount St. Helen's north, with 
a very high humped mountain a httle to the east 
of it, which seems to lie in the same chain with 
the cooic-pointed mountains before mentioned. 
Mount Hood bore due east, and captain Clark 
now discovered to the southeast, a mountain 
which we had not yet aeen, and to which he gave 
the name of mount Jeffereon. Like mount St. 



UP THE MISSODRI. 

Helen's its figure is a regular cone cover&i with 
snow, and is probably of equal heiRht with that 
manntain, though being more (iistant, so large a 
portion oi' it doea not appear above the range of 
mouBtaina wljich lie between these and this point' J 
Soon after entering the Multnomah he was met by ' J 
an old Indian deficending the river alone ii 
canoe. After eome conversation with him, the 
pilot inTorniMl captain Clark, that this old man 
belonged to the Clackamos nation, who reside on 
a river forty njiiee up the Multnomaij. The cur- 
rent ofthie latter river, is as gentle aa that of the 
Columbia, ita surface is smooth and even, and It 
appears to poseees water euouifli for the largest 
ship, since, on sounding with a line of flvB 
ftithoms, he could find no bottom for at least o 
third of the width of the stream. At the ilistancft I 
of seven miles, he passed a sluice or opening, on 
the right, eighty yardu wide, and which aeparatfla 
Wappatoo island from the continent, bj emptying 
it«lf into the inlet below. Three miles further up, 
he reached a large wooden liouse, on the east e 
where he intended to sleep, but on entering thA'I 
rooms he found such swarms of fleas that he pre-' I 
ftrred lying on the ground in the neighbonrhood. 
The guide informed him that this house is the 
temporary residence of the Nemaiqu inner tribe of 
the Cushook nation, who reside just below the 
fitlis of the Multnomah, but come down here oe- 
caeionally to collect wappatoo : it was thirty ffeet 
long, and fbrt3' deep ; built of broad boards, cov- 
ered with the bark of white cedar ; the floor on a. 
level with the Burilice of the earth, and the ar- 
rangement of the interior like those near the sea- 
coast. The inhabitants had left their canoes, 
mats, bladders, train-oil, baskets, bowls, and 
trenchers, lying about the house at the mercy of 
Vol. III.— 3 33 
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(BTery vjaitor; a proof, indeed, of the mutual re- 
spect for the property of each other, though we 
have had very coneiuBive evidence that the prop- 
erty of wliite men is not deemed equally sacred. 
The guide informed him further, that a ematl dis- 
tance above were two bayouH, on which were a 
miraber of email houses belonging to the Cush- 
OdIib. but that the iuhabitanta had al) gone up 
to the falls of the Multnomah, fur the purpose of 
fishing. Early the next morning captaiif Clark 
proceeded up the river, which during the night, 
had liillen about Gve ini^lieB. At the diHtance of 
two miles he came to the centre of a beud under 
the highlands on the right mis, itom ivhich its 
course, as could be dlBcerned, was to the eaat of 
southeast. At (his place the Multnomah is Ave 
hundred yards wide, and for half that distance 

J across, the cord of five fathoms would not reach 

^^^H the bottom. It appears to be washing away its 

^^^H banks, and has more sandbars and willow points 

^^^H than the Columbia. Its regular gentle current, the 

^^M depth and nmoothnees, and uniformity with which 

it rolls its vast body of water, prove that its 

enpplies are at once distant and regular; nor, 

judging from its appearance and courses, is it rash 

to believe that the Multnomah and its tributary 

etreams water the vast extent of country between 

the western mountains and those of the ssacoaet, 

^^^ as far perhaps as the waters of the gulf of Cali- 

^^^^ fbmia. About eleven o'clock he reached the house 

^^^H of the Neerchokioo, which he now found to con- 

^^^V tain eight families; but they were all bo much 

^^^" alarmed at his presence, notwithstanding his visit 

yesterday, that he remained a very few miauteB 

only. Soon after setting- out, he met five canoes 

I filled with the same number of families, belonging 
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river in search of subsiatence, and Beemed very 
deairoue of coming alongside or the boat; bnt as 
there were twent3--one njfn on board, and the 
guide said that all these Shahalas, as well ae their 
relationa at the house whieli we had just left, were 
misehievoua bad men, they were not suffered to 
approach. At three o'cloi-k he halted for an hone 
at the Nechecolee house, where his guide resided. 
This large building is two hundred and twenty- 
eii ftet in &oat, entirely above gronnd, and may 
be uonsidered as a single house, because the whole 
ia under one roof; otherwise it would seem more 
like a range of buildings, as it is divided into 
seven distinct apartments, each thirty feet square, 
by means of broad boards set on end from the 
floor to the roof. The apartments are separated 
from each other by a jwiaeage or alley four fbet 
wide, extending through the whole depth of the 
house, and the only entrance is from this alley, 
through a small hole about twenty-two iuchea 
wide, and not more than three feet high. The 
roof ie formed of rafters and round poles laid on 
them longitudinally. The whole is covered with a, 
double row of the bark of the white cedar, ex- 
tending from the top eighteen inches over the 
eaves, and secured as well aa smoothed by splin- 
ters of dried flr, inserted through it at regular 
distances. In this manner the roof is made light, 
strong, and durable. Near this house are the 
remains of several other large buildings, sunk in 
the ground and couHtruct«d like those we had 
seen at the great narrows of the Columbia, be- 
longing to the Eloots, with whom these people 
claim an affinity. In manners and dress Ihese 
Necheeolees differ but little from the Quathlapotlea 
and others of this neigh boiirbood ; but their lan- 
guage is the same used by the Eloots, and though 
36 
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it has BODio ivords in common with the dialects 
apoken here, yet the whole air of the language is 
obviouely different. The men too ars larger, and 
both aexes better Tormed than amoi^ the nations 
below; and the females are distinguished by wear- 
ing larger and longer rnbea, which are generally of 
deer ektu dre«8ed in the hair, than the neighbour- 
ing women. In the houHe were several old people 
of both sexes, who were treated with much re- 
spect, and still seemed healthy, though most of 
them were perfectly blind. On inquiring the cauaa 
of the decline of their village, an old man, the 
father of the guide, and a person of some distinc- 
tion, brought forward a woman very much 
marked with the amaU-pox, and eaid, that when 
a girl she was very near dying with the disorder 
which had left those marks, and that all the in- 
habitants of the houses now in ruina had thilen 
yictima to the same disease. From the apparent 
ageof the woman, connected with her size at the 
time of her iUneaa, captain Clark judged that the 
aickneaa must have been about thirty years ago, 
tlie period about whici we have euppoaed that 
the amall-pox prevaJIccl on the aeacoaet. 

He then entered into a long conversation with 
regard to all the adjacent country and ita inhabi- 
tants, which the old man explained nith great 
intelligence, and tken drew with his finger in the 
dust a sketch of the Multnomah, and Wappatoo 
island. This captain Clark copied and preserved. 
He now purchaaed five doga, and taking leave of 
the Necbecolee village, returned to camp. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

^ippaUxi iaiuDil. awi (be mode in whlcb the na- 
tiOQB ^Iber wappcLoo — The cbaraclfr of Uie aoM and Its pro- 
aucHons— Tlie numeroua [rih« reriding In Its rtelnlly— Tba 
prababillty tbat Uiej wera an of tbe tribe of tbe HulCnumBlui 
oilfflnally, Inlerred from idmilmit; of dreaa, manuera. iui- 
BTiBge, *c— Description o( tbeir dress, weapons ot war, tbelr 
moda of burrliis the fledd— DBBCriptlon of andllier Tlllnse. 
(aUed the WnlieJelliib vUIbbb— TSetr mode ol Brpbltecture— 
ExlraordlDU7 belgbt of Beacon ny^k—nnfriendlj' character of 
tlw loaiims at tbnt plane — Tbe party, alarmed for their safety. 
reaolFe to inflict aummary f eoKeance. Id cdab the Wahclellab 
Wbe persist In Ibelr outrages and iosula— Tntervlow with tbe 
lAlef of that tribe, andconfldeticx restored -Sifflcully of drair- 
iDg tbe canoca over the rapldii— ViaiCfd by a party of tbe Ye- 
bOBh tribe— Hbort notice of the WeockHiclEwillBckuni Irlbe— 
Cnrlons pbenouenon observed In ibe Goluiubla, fruio Uie Rap- 
ids to the ChlUuclclttequaffia. 

Fridtiy, April 4, 1304.— The hunters were atill 
ont in every direction. Those from the oppoBito 
side of tbe river returned with the flesh ot'a bear 
and Bome yeoieou, bnt the flesh of sLx d«er and an 
elk which they had killed ^aa bo meagre and 
unflt for use, that they had left it in the ■wooda. 
Two other deer were brought in, but ag the game 
seemed poor, wo despatched a large party lo Rome 
low grounds on the south, six miles above ua, to 
hunt there until our arrival. As usual many of 
the Indians came to our camp, some deecending 
the rivers with their femiliee, and others from 
below with no object except to gratify their 
curiosity. 

The visit of captain Clark to the Multnomahe, 
now enabled iis to combine all that we had seen 
or learnt of the neighbouring countries and na- 
tions. Of theKe the most important spot is Wap- 
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patoo island, a large extent of country lying 
between the Multnomah, and an arm of the Co- 
Inmbia, which we have called Wnppatoo inlet, and 
Heparated from the main laod by a sluice eighty 
yards wide, which at the distance of Eleven milea 
up the Multnomah connects that river with the 
inlet. The island thua formed is about twenty 
milea long, and varies in breadth from fire to t«n 
miles: the land is high and extremely fertile, and 
on most parts is supplied with a heavy growth of 
Cottonwood, ash, the large-leafed aeh, and eweet- 
willow, the block alder, common to the coast, 
having now disappeared. But the chief wealth of 
this island consiBts of the numerous ponds in the 
interior, abounding with the common arrowhead 
(aagittoria sagittii'olia) to the root of which ie 
attached a bulb growing beneath it in the mud. 
Thie bulb, to which the Indians give the name of 
wappatoo, is the great article of food, and almost 
the staple article of commerce on the Columbia. 
It is never out of tteason; so that at all times of 
the year, the volley is frequented by the neigh- 
bouriag Indians who come to gather it. It is 
collected chiefly by the women, who employ for 
the purpose canoes from ten to fourteen feet in 
length, about two fee t wide, and nine inches deep, 
and tapering from the middle, where they are 
about twenty inches wide. They are sufficient to 
contain a single peraon and several bushels of roots, 
yet so very light that a woman can carry them 
with ease; she takes one of these canoes into a 
pond where the water is bm high as the breast, 
and by means of her toes, separates from the root 
this bulb, which on being freed from the mud rises 
immediately t-o the surface of the water, and is 
thrown into the canoe. In this manner these 
patient females remain in the water for several 
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honra even in the depth of winter. This plant ia 
found through the whole extent of the vallej in 
which we now are, but doea not grow on the 
Columbia farther eastward. This vallej is 
bounded weetward by the oiountainous country 
bordering the coast, from which it extends east- 
ward thirty milee in a direct line, till it ia closed 
by the rang« of moastainH crossing the Columbia 
above the i;reat falls. Its length from north to 
south we are unable to determine, but we believe 
that the valley must extend to a great distance : 
it is in fact the only desirable sitnation for a 
settlement oa the western side of the Roeky moun- 
taiae, and being naturally fertile, would, if prop- 
erly cultivated, afford suhsietence for forty or fifty 
thousand souls. The highlands are generally of a 
dark rich loam, not much injured by stones, and 
though waving, by no means too steep for culti- 
vation, and a lew miles from the river they widen 
at least on tie north side, into rich extensive 
prairies. The timber on. them is abundant, and 
consists almost exclusively of the several species 
of fir already described, and some of which grow 
to a great height. We measured a Mien tree of 
that epecies, and found that including the stump 
of about six feet, it was three hundred and eigh- 
teen ibet in length, though its diameter was only 
three ftet. 'i'he dogwood is also abundant on the 
uplands : it differs from that of the United States 
in having a much smoother bark, and in being 
much larger, the trunk attaining a diameter of 
nearly two feet. There ia some white cedar of a 
large size, but no pine of any kind. In the bot- 
tom lands are the cottonwood, ash, large leafed 
ash, and sweet willow. Interspersed with these 
are the pashequaw, sbauata'Que, and compound 
fern, of which the natives use the roots, the red 
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flowering currant abounda on the upland, vhile 
aloug the river bottoroH grow luxuriantly the 
watercresB, etrawberrj, tinquefoil, narrowdock, 
sandruHh, and the Howeriug pea, which ia not jet 
in bloom. Tliere is also a Hpociea of the bearV 
claw now bloomin};, but the large leofbd thorn 
hoa diaappeaj-ed, nor do we ece any longer the 
hucltleberT;, the ehaliun, nor anj of the other 
evergreen ehrubs which hear berries, except the 
epecie«, the leaf of which has a prickly margin. 

Among the animals, we observe the martin, 
email geeae, the email speckled woodpecker, with 
a white back, the hiue-crested coctub, ravens, 
crows, eagles, vultures, and hawks. The mellow 
bug, long-legged spider, as well as the butterfly 
and blowingfly, and tick, have already mode their 
appearance, but none of all these are distinguished 
from animals of tlie same sort in the United 
States. The mosquitoes too have resumed their 
visits, but are not yet troublesome. 

The nations who inhabit this fertile neighbour- 
hood are very numerous. The Wappatoo inlet 
extends three hundred yards wide, for ten or 
twelve miles to the south, as for a.B the hills neaf 
which it receives the waters of a small creek 
whose sources are not far from thoiie of the Killa- 
muck river. On that creek reeidea the Clackatar 
nation, a numerous people of twelve hundred 
souls, who subsist O'n Gsh and wappatoo, and 
who trade by means of the Killamuck river, with 
the nation of that name on the seacoa^t. Lower 
down the inlet, towards the Columbia, ia the tribe 
called Cattlacunmp. On the sluice whichconnecta 
the inlet with the Multnomah, are the tribes, 
Cathlanahquiah, and Cathlacomatup : and on 
Wappatoo island, the tribes of Clannahminaraun, 
and Clabnaquah. Immediately opposite, near the 
40 
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Towahnahiooke, are the Quathlapotles, and 
higher up on the side of the Coluiabia, the Shotoa. 
All theE£ tribes, as well a^ tlie Calhlnbaws, who 
live Homewhat lower on the river, and have aa 
old village on Deer island, luay be considered as 
parte of the great Multnomah nation, which has 
its princiiial residence on Wappatoo Ixlajid, near 
the mouth of the large river to which they give 
their name. Forty niilea above its junction with 
the Colnmbia, it receives the waters of the Clacka- 
moB, a river which maj be traced through a 
woody and fertile country to it« Bourtes In mount 
JeOferson, almost to the foot of which it ia navi- 
gable for canoes. A nation of the same name re- 
ader in eleven villages along its borders : they live 
chiefly on flt^h and roota, which abound In the 
CtackamoB and along its banks, though they 
sometimes descend to the Columbia to gather 
wappatoo, where they cannot be distinguished by 
dress or manners, or language tVom the tribes of 
Uultnomahs. Two days' journey from the Co- 
lumbia, or about twenty miles beyond the en- 
trance of the Clackaraoe, are the falls of the 
Multnomah. At this place are the permanent 
residences of the Cushooks and (.'hahcowahs, two 
tribes who are attract!^ t« that place by the &sh. 
and by the convenience of trading aeroee the 
mountains and down Killarnuck river, with the 
nation of Xillamucks, from whom they procure 
train oil. These falls were occasioned by the pas- 
sage of a high range of mountains ; beyond which 
the country stretches into a vast level plain, 
wholly destitnt* of timber. As far as the Intiiana, 
with whom we coavereed, had ever penetrated 
that country, it was inhabited by a nation called 
Calahpoewah, a very numerous people whose vil- 
lages, nearly forty in number, are scattered along 
41 
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each side of the Multnomfih, ivhich fiirnieh them 
"with their chief HubsiHtence, fiah, and the roots 
along its bonka. 

All the tribes in the neighbourhood of Wappatoo 
ieland, ive have considered aa Multnomohs; not 
because they are in any degree eubordinate to 
that aation ; but tbey all Eeem to regard the Mult- 
nomahs dm the moat powerAil. There is no dia- 
tiDguiehed chief, except the one at the head of the 
Multnomaha; and thej are moreover linked bj a 
Bimilaritf of dreHB and manners, and houses and 
language, 'which much more than the iteble re- 
Btrainta of Indian government contribute to make 
one people. These circumetancea also separate 
them from nations lower down the river. The 
Clatsope, Chinnooks, Wahkiacums and Cathla- 
mahs understand each other perftctly; their lan- 
guage varies, however, in some reapecta from that 
of the Skilloota; bat on reaching the Mnltnom^ 
Indians, we found, that although many words 
were the same, and a. great number differed only 
in the mode of accenting them, ftom thoae em- 
ployed by the Indians near the mouth of the 
Columbia, yet there was a very sensible variation 
of language. The natives of the valley are larger 
and rather better shaped than thoae of the sea- 
coast : their appearance too is generally healthy, 
but they are afflicted "with the common disease of 
the Columbia, soreness of the eyes. To whatever 
this disorder may be imputed it ia a great na- 
tional calamity : at all ages their eyes are sore 
and weak, and the lose of one eye is by no means 
nncommon.'wbileiA grown persons total bUudneas 
is Sequent, and almost universal in old age. The 
dress of the men has nothing different from that 
used below, but are chiefly remarked by a paeaion 
for large braes buttons, 'which they fix on a 
42 
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SoJlor'B jacket, when thej are ao fortunate aa to 
obtaJB one, without regard to anj arrangement. 
The women also wear the short robe already de- 
scribed ; but their hair is moat commonlj' braided 
into two tresBea felling over each ear in ii-ont of 
the bod;, and instead of the tisaue of bark, they 
employ a piece of leather in the shape of a pocket 
handkerchief tied round the loins. This last is the 
only and ineffectual defence when the warmth of 
the weather induces them to throw aside the robe. 
The houHes are in general on a level with the 
ground, though some are sunk to the depth of 
two or three feet into the ground, and like those 
near the coast adorned or disfigured by carvings 
or paintinge on the poste, dooraand beds: they do 
not poBsesa any peculiar weapon except a kind of 
brood sword made of iron, from three to four f^t 
long, the blade about four inches wide, very thin 
and sharp at all its edges, as well as at the point. 
They have also bludgeons of wood in the same 
form; and both kinds generally hang at the bead 
of their beds. These are formidable weapons. 
Like the natives of the aeacoaat, they are also 
very fond of cold, hot, and vapour baths, which 
are used at all seasons, and for the purpose of 
health ae well as pleasure, Ttey, however, add a 
species of bath peculiar to themBelves, by washing 
the whole body with urine every morning. 

The mode of burying the dead in canoes, is no 
longer practised by the natives here. The place of 
deposit is a vault formed of boards, slanting like 
the roof of a house ftom a pole supported by two 
forks. Under this vault the dead are placed hori- 
zontally on boards, on the surlhce of the earth, 
and carefully covered with mats. Many bodies 
are here laid on each other, to the height of three 
or fbur corpses, and diStrent articles, which were 
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most esteemed by the dead, are placed by tbtir 
side; their caDoes tJiPmeelTeB being BOmetimea 
broken to etrengthen tlie vault. 

The trade of all theee iahabitants le in ancho- 
tIbh, eturgbon, but ehieflj' In wappatoo, to obtain 
■which, the inhabitants both above and below 
them on the river, come at all seasona, and sup- 
plj in turn, t>eads, cloth, and vorioua other arti- 
cles procured fWtm the Europeone. 

Satarda^v, April S. — We dried our meat as well 
as the cloudy weatter would permit. In the 
course of his chase yerterday, one of our men who 
killed the bear, found a, uest of another with three 
cubs in it. He returned to-day in hopes of finding 
her, but he brought oaly the cabs, without being 
able to see the dam, and on this occasion, Drew- 
jer, our most experienced hunteman, assured ob 
''faat^ ti«< had never known a eingle instance 'where 
a AmaJe oesr, who bad once been disturbed by a 
tmnta- and obliged to leave ber young, returned 
to them again. TWi young tiears were sold for 
wappatoo to some of iJje many Indiana who 
Tiaited ne in parties during the 4ay, and behaved 
very well. Having made ouc preparatiouB of 
dried meat, we set out next morimig, 

Saoday S, by idne o'clock, and continued along 
thp north didd of the river for a ftw mites, and 
then crossed to the river to look for the hunters, 
who had been sent forward the day befbre yeetar- 
day. We found them at the npper end of the 
bottom with some Indians, for we are never freed 
from the visita of the natives. They had killed 
three elk, and wounded two others bo badly, cbat 
it was aiill pcKisible to get thmn. Wq diwaore 
landed, and having vi«pati90 suattoidB and secured 
the five dk. we umamiiea tor the night, and the 
ftdtowing moniiug, 
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Mondaj T, the weather having been fair and 
pleasant, had dried a. eufficient quantity of meat 
to serve us as far as the Chopunniah, with occa- 
sional eopplies, if we can procure them, of doge, 
roots, and horaea. In the course of the day 
several parties of Shahalae, from a village eight 
milea ahove ua, came to visit va, and behaved 
theraBelvea very properly, except thilt we were 
obUged to tnm one of them from the camp for 
stealing a piece of lead. Every thing was now 
ready for onr departure, but in the morning, 

Tuesdaj S, the wind blew with great violence, 
and we were obliged to unload our boats, which 
were soon after filled with water. The same 
cause prevented our Betting out to-day; we there- 
fore despatched several huntera round the neigh- 
bourhood, but in the evening they came back with 
nothing but a duck. They had, however, seen 
some of the black-tailed, jaiciping, or follow deer, 
like those about fbrt Clatsop, which are scarce 
near this place, where the common long-tailed 
fkllow deer are most abundant. They had alao 
observed two black beara, the only kind that we 
have discovered in this quarter. A party of six 
Indians encamped at some distance, and tat« at 
night the sentinel stopped one of the men, an old 
man who waa creeping into camp in order to 
pilfer: he contented himself with frightening the 
Indian, and then giving him a few stripes with a 
switch, turned the fellow out, and he soon after- 
wards left the place with all his party. 

Wednesday, 9.— The wind having moderated, we 
reloaded the canoes, and set out by seven o'clock. 
We stopped to take up two hunters who had left 
us yesterday, but were nnsuccessful in the chase, 
and then proceeded to the Wahclellah village, eitn- 
at«d on the north side of the river, about a, mile 
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below Beacon rock. During the whole of the 
route from onr aarap, we passed along under high, 
Hteep, and rockj aidea of the luoimtainn, which 
now close on each side of the river, forming eta- 
pendous precipices, covered with the flr and white 
cedar. Down these heights frequentlj descend the 
most beantifnl casc^es, one of which, a large 
creek, throws itBelfover a perpendicular rock three 
hundred ftet above the water, while other smaller 
streams precipitate themselves from a still greater 
elevation, and evaporating in a mist, again collect 
and form a second cascade before they reach the 
bottom of the rocks. We stopped to breakfast at 
this village. We here found the tomahawk which 
had been stolen from us on the fourth of last 
November; they assured us they had bought it of 
the Indians below; but as the latter had already 
informed us that the Wahclellahs had such an 
article, which they had stolen, we made no diffi- 
culty about retaking our property. This village 
appears to be the wintering atatJou of the Wah- 
clellahs and Clahclellahe, two tribeaof theShahala 
nation. The greater part of the first tribe have 
lately removed to the fkila of the Multnomah, and 
the second have established themselves a few miles 
higher up the Columbia, opposite the lower point 
of Brant island, where they take salmon, that be- 
ing the commencement of the rapids. They are 
now in the act of removing, and carrying off with 
them, not only the furniture and effects, but the 
bark and most of the boards of their houses. In 
Oiia way nine have been lately removed. There 
are still fourteen standing, and in the rear of the 
village are the traces of ten or twelve others of 
more ancient date. These houses are either sunk 
in the ground or on a level with the surface, and 
are generally built of boards and covered with 
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cedar bark. In the eingle houeeu there m generallj 
a. dJriHion near the door, which is in the end ; or in 
case the bouee be double, opena on the narrow 
paseage between the two. Like those we bad 
seen below at the Neerchokioo tribe, the women 
wear longer and larger robes than their neigh- 
bonrs the Multnomahs, and BUspend various orno- 
mente ftom the cartilage of the nose : the bair ie, 
however, worn in the same sort of braid, falling 
orer each ear, and the truBS is uQiveraal boai the 
Wappatoo inland to Lewis's river. The men also 
form tbeir hair into two queues by means of otter 
akin thongs, which fall over the ears so as to give 
that extraordinary width to the face which is here 
considered so ornamental. These people seemed 
very nnlKendly, and our nnmbere alone seemed to 
secure us from ill treatment. White we were at 
breakfast the grand chief of the ChilluckittequawB 
arrived, with two inferior chiefs, and several men 
and women of his nation. They were returning 
home, alter trading in the Colnmbian valley, and 
were loaded with wappatoo and dried aiicbovies, 
which, with some beads, they had obtained in ex- 
change for chappelell, bear-graas and other small 
articles. As these iieople bad been very kind to us 
as we descended tbe river, we endeavoured to 
repay them by every attention in our power. 
After purchasing, with much difficalty, a few dogs 
and some wappatoo from the Wahclellahs, we 
left them at two o'clock, and passing under the 
Beocou rock, reached in two hours the Clabclellab 
village. This Beacon rock, which we now ob- 
served more accurately than as we descended, 
stands on the north side of the river, insulated 
f^om the hills. The northern side has a partial 
growth of lir or pine. To the south it rises in an 
oabroken precipice to the height of seven hundred 
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(feet, vhere it terminates in a ebarp point, and 
may be seen at the diatance of twenty milea 
below. This rock may be considered as the eom- 
menceinent of tide-water, tJiough tlie influence of 
the tide is perceptible here in autumn only, at 
which time the water is low. What the precise 
difference at those ee-aeons ia, we cannot deter- 
mine; but on examining a rock which we lately 
paased, and comparing its appearance now with 
that which we observed last NoTerober, we judge 
the flood oi'tliia spring to be twelve ftet above the 
height of the river at that time. From Beacon 
rock as low as the marshy iKlande, the general 
width of the river is from one to two miles, 
though in many places it ia still greater. On 
landing at the ClahcleLlahs we found them busy in 
erecting their hute, tvhich seem to be of a tem- 
porary kind only, so that most probably they do 
not remain longer than the salmon season. Like 
their countrymen, whom we had just left, these 
people were Bulky and Ill-humoured, and so much 
on the alert to pilfer, that we were obliged to 
keep them at a distance iVom oar baggage. As 
our large canoes could not ascead the rapids on 
the north side, we paased to the opposite shore, 
and entered the narrow channel which separatee 
it from Brant island. The weather was very cold 
and rainy, and the wind eo high, that we were 
afraid to attempt the rapida thLi evening, and 
therefore, finding a safi; harbour, we encamped for 
the ni^ht. The wood in this neighbourhood has 
lately been on Are, and the firs have discharged 
conaiderablequontitiesof piteh, which we collected 
for some of our boats, We saw to-day some tur- 
key-buzzards, which are the flrst we haveobserved 
on this side of the Rocky mountains. 

Thursday, 2ft— Early in the morning we 
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dropped down the channel to the lower end of 
Bra-nt ialajid, and then drew oiif boats up the 
rapid. At the distance of u. quarter of a mile we 
croBBed orer to a Tilla^ of ClahclellahB, conaistins 
of BIX honties, on the opposite eide. The river is 
here about fbur hundred jards wide, and the cur. 
rent so rapid, that although we employed five 
oare for each canoe, we were borne down a con- 
siderable distance. While we were at Lreakl'a-st, 
one of the Indiana offered n« two aheep-skins for 
sale, one, which was the skin of a full grown 
sheep, was as large aa that of a common deer: 
the second waa smaller, and the skin of the head, 
witli the horns remaining, wa.6 made into a cap, 
and highly prized as an ornaraont by the owner. 
He however sold the cap to ub for a knife, and the 
rest of the skin for thoae of two elk ; hut as they 
observed our anxiety to purdiase the other skin, 
tbey would not accept the same price for it, and 
as we hoped to procure more in the neighbour- 
hood, we did not offer a greater. The home of 
the animal were black, smooth, and erect, and 
they riae from the middle of the forehead, a little 
above the eyes, in a cylindrical fbrm, to tiie height 
of four inches, where they are pointed. The Clah- 
clellahs informed hh that the sheep are very 
abundant on the heightH, and among the cliffy of 
the adjacent mountains; and that theae two had 
been lately killed out of a herd of thirty-six, at no 
great diatance from the village. We were Boon 
joined by our hunters with three black-tailed fal- 
low deer, and having purchased a few white sal- 
mon, proceeded on our route. The south side of 
the river is impassable, and the rapidity of the 
current as well an the large rocks along the shore, 
render the navigation of even the north side ex- 
tremely difficult. During the greater part of the 
Vol. UI.-4 49 
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) draw them along the 
shoK, and ob ws have only a single tow-rope that 
IB HtroDg enough, we are obliged to bring them 
one after the other. In this tedious and laborious 
manner, we at length reached the portage on the 
north aide, and carried our baggage to the top of 
& hill, about two hundred jMuea distaut, where we 
encamped for the night. The canoes were drawn 
on shore and secured, but one of them having got 
loose, drifted down to the last village, the in- 
habitantB of which brought her back to uh; an 
instance of bunesty which we rewarded with a 
present of two knives. It rained all night and the 
next morning, 

Friday, 11, so that the tents, and akina which 
covered the ba^s;*ieei ^''ere wet. We therefore de- 
termined to take the canoes first over the portage, 
in hopes that bj the afternoon the rain would 
cease, and we might carry our baggage across 
without injury. This was immedjateiy begun by 
almost the whole part;, w-ho in the course of the 
day dragged four of the canoes to the head of the 
rapids, with great difficulty and labour, A guard, 
consisting of one sick man and three who had 
been lamed by accideata, remained with captain 
Lewis to guard the baggage. This precaution 
was absolutely necessary to protect it (torn the 
Wahclellaha, whom we discovered to be great 
thieves, notwithstanding their apparent honesty 
In restoring our boat: indeed, so arrogant and 
Intrusivehave they become, that nothing but our 
numbers, we are convinced, saves us from attack. 
They crowded about ub while we were taking up 
the boate, and one of them had the insolence to 
throw stones down the bank at two of our men. 
We now found it necessary to depart from our 
mild and pacific course of conduct. On returning 
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to the head of the portage, tnaoj of them met onr 
men, and eeemed very ill dupoeed. Shields had 
stopped to purobaee a dog, and being aeparated 
from the reat of the party, two Indiana puahed 
him out of the road, and att«mpted to take the 
dog from hira. He had no weapou but a long 
knilb, with which he immediately attacked them 
both, hoping to put them to death before they 
had time to draiv their arrows, but as Boon as 
they saw hie design, they flud into the woods. 
Soon afterwarda we were told by an Indian -who 
epoke Clatsop, which we had ouraelvea learnt 
during the winter, that the Wahclellftha had car- 
ried off captain Lewis's dog to their village below. 
Three men well armed were instantly despatched 
in pursuit of them, ivith ordera to fire if there was 
the slightest resistance or hesitation. At the dis- 
tance of two miles, they came within sight of the 
thieves, who finding themselves pursued, left the 
dog and made off. We now ordered all the In- 
dians out of our camp, and explained to them, 
that whoever stole any of our baggage, or in- 
sulted our men, should be instantly shot; a reso- 
lution which we were determined to enforce, as it 
was now our only means of safety. We were 
visited during the day by a. chief of the Clahclel- 
lahs, who seemed morti&ed at the behaviour of 
the Indians, and told us that the persons at the 
head of their outrages were two very bad men, 
who belonged to the Wahclellah tribe, but that 
the nation did not by any means wish to dis- 
please us. This chief seemed very well disposed, 
and we had every reason to believe was much 
respected by the neighbouring Indians. We there- 
fore gave him a small medal, and showed him all 
the attentions in our power, with which he ap- 
peared very much gratified, and we truat hia 
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Interposition maj prevent the necessitj- or our 
resorting to force against his couotrymen. 

Many India-ne from the Tillages ahove, passed 
US io the coupi<e of the duj, on their return Itom 
tra4iug with the n&tivce of the valley, and among 
Others, we recognised an Eloot, who with ten or 
twelve of his nation w-ere on their way home to 
the long narrows of the Colnmhia. These people 
do not, as we are compelled to do, drag their 
canoes up the rapids, but leave them at the head, 
as they descend, and carrjdng their good:^ across 
■ the portage, hire or borrow others from the peo- 
ple below. When the trade is over they return to 
the foot of the rapida, where they leave these 
boats and resume their own at the head of the 
portage. The labour of carrying the goods across 
is equally shared by tiie men and women, and we 
were Htruck by the contj-aat between the decent 
conduct of all the natives fW)m above, and the 
proSigacy and ill manners of the Wahclellaha. 
About three quarters of a mile below our camp L; 
a burial ground, which seems common to ily; 
WohcleltahB, ClohclellaJiB, and Yehhuhs. It con- 
sists of eight Hepulchres on the north bank of the 

Satarday 13.— Tbv rain continued all night and 
this morning. Captain Lewis now took with him 
all the men fit for duty, and began to drag the 
remaining periogae over the rapids. This has be- 
come much more difflealt than when we passed in 
the autumn ; at that time there were in the whole 
distance of seven miles only three difScult points', 
r is now very conaiderably higher, 
I that distance the ascent is exceed- 
ingly laborious aud dangerous, nor would it be 
practicable to descend, except by letting down tha 
empty boats by means of ropes. The route over 
&2 
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this part, ttom the bead to the foot of the port- 
age, in about three miles: the cauoee which had 
been already dragged up were very much injured, 
by being driven aguinst the rouicn, which no pre- 
cantiona tould prevent. Thie morning as we were 
drawing the fifth ranoe round a projecting rock, 
agaiDHt whieh t)ie current eets with great violence, 
she unfortunate!/ olfured too mnch of her side to 
the flf-ream. It then drove her with such force, 
that witi all the esertions of the party we were 
unable to hold her, and were forced to let go tlie 
cord, and fee her drifb down the etream, and be 
irrecoverably lost. We then began to carry onr 
effects across the portage, but as all those who 
had short rifies took them in order to repel any 
attack from the Indiane, it was not until five 
o'clock in the a^ernoon that the last of the party 
reached the head of the rapids, accompanied by 
our new friend the Wahelellah chief. The Bft«r- 
noon being ho far advanced, and the weather 
rainy and cold, we determined to halt for the 
night, though very deairoua of going on, for dup- 
ing the three last daye we have not advanced 
more than seven miles. The portage is two thou-. 
sand eight hundred yards, along a narrow road,. 
at all times rough, and now rendered slippery by 
the rain. About half way is an old village which 
the Clahclellah chief iniijrms us is the occasional 
residence of his tribe. These houses are uncom- 
monly large, one of them meaHured one hundred 
and Bixty by forty ifeet, and the frames are con- 
structed in thu usual manner, except that it ia 
double BO as to appear like one house within an- 
other. The floors are on a level with the ground, 
and the roofb have iKen taken down and sunk in 
a pond behind the village. We And that our eonr- 
duct yesterday lias mode the Indians much moifl 
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reBpeclihil; they do not crowd about us in aneli 
unmbera, and behave with muuh more propriety. 
Among those who visited uh were about twenty 
of the Yehhnhe, a tribe of Shahalae, whom we 
had found on the north aide of river, immediately 
above the rapide, but who hod now emigrated to 
the opposite shore, -wiiere they generally take 
salmon. Like tlieir relations, the WahclellahB, 
they have taken their houses with them, so that 
only one is now standing where the old village 
■was. We obaerve generally, that the houses which 
have the floor on a level with the earth, are 
smaller, and have more tie appearance of being 
temporary than those which are sunk in the 
ground, whence we presume that the former are 
the dwelUngs during i^pring and summer, whilethe 
latter are reserved for the autumn and winter. 
Most of the houses are built of boards and covered 
with bark, though some of the more inferior kind 
are conetructed wholly of cedar bark, keptemootli 
and flat by email splinters fixed crosswise tlirongh 
the bark, at the distance of twelve or fom-teen 
inches apart. There is but little difference in ap- 
pearance between these Yehhuhs, Wahclellahs, 
Glahclellahs, and Xeerchokioos, who compose the 
Shahala nation. On comparing the vocabulary of 
the Wahclellahs with that of the Chlnnooke, we 
found that the names for numbers were precisely 
the same, though the other parte of the langna^ 
were essentially different. The women of all these 
tribes braid their hair, pierce the uose, and some 
of them have lines of dots reaching from the ankle 
as high as the middle of the leg. These I'ehhuha 
behaved with great propriety, and condemned the 
treatment we had received from the Wahclellahs. 
We purchased from one of them the skin of a 
sheep killed near this place, for which we gave is 
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exchange the ekiiiH of & deer and an elk. These 
animala, he t«llH ua, usually fteqaent the rockf 
parts ol' the moaataina, -where they are found in 
great numbera. The bighorn is also an inhabitant 
of these mountains, and tie natiTea have several 
lobes made of their ttldtke. The mountains near 
this place are high, steep, and strewed with rocke, 
Trhicb are principally black. Several species of 
fir, white pine, and white cedar, forms their cov- 
ering, while near the river we see the cottnnwood, 
eweet-willow, a species of maple, the broad-leafed 
oah, the purple haw, a small species of cherry, the 
purple currant, gooseberry, red-willow, the vining 
and whitebeiry honeysuckle, the huckleberry, 
eacacommiH, two kinds of mountain holly, and 
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Sunday I'i.— The loss of our periogne yesterday 
obligee UB to distribute our loading between the 
two conoeu, and the two remaining periogues. 
Thia being done, we proceeded along the north 
Bide of the river, but soon finding that the in- 
creased loading rendered our vessels difficult to 
manage, if not dangerous in cose of high wind, 
the two periogues only continued on their route, 
"while captain Lewis with the canoea croEsed over 
to the Tehhuh village, with a view of purchasing 
one or two more canoes. The village now con- 
sisted of eleven houses, crowded with inhabitants, 
and about sixty fighting men. They were very 
well disposed, and we found no difficulty in pro- 
curing two small canoes, in exchange fortwo robes 
and four elk skins. We also purchased with deer 
skins, three dogH, an animal which has now be- 
come a favourite fbod, for it is found to be a strong 
healthy diet, preferable to lean deer or elk, and 
mach superior to'horsefleHh in any state. With 
tJieee he proceeded along the south side of the 
55 



LEWIS AND CLAEK'8 EXPEDITION 

river, and Jomod ns in the evening. We had Bone 
alon){ the north shore na high as Cruzatte'e river, 
to whid) pliii'ti we had eent eome hunters the day 
before yesterday, and where we were detained by 
the high winds. The' hunters however did not 
join na, and we therefore, as soon as the wind 
had abated, proceeded on for aix miles, where we 
halted for captain Lewiu, and in the meantime 
went out to hnnt. We procured two bliu'k-tailed 
&II0W deer, which seem to be the only kind in- 
habiting these mountains. Believing that the 
hunters were still below us, we despatched a small 
canoe bai'k for them, and in the morning, 

April 14, they all joined ne with four more deer. 
After breakfast we resumed onr journey, and 
though the wind was high during the day, yet by 
keeping along the northern shore, we were able to 
proceed without danger. Atone o'clock we halted 
for dinner at a iarge village sitnated in a narrow 
bottom, ju§t above the entrance of Canoe creek. 
The houses are detached from each other, bo as to 
occupy an. esteut of several miles, though only 
twenty in number. Those which are inhabited are 
on the surface of the earth, and built in the same 
shape as those near the rapids; hut there were 
others at present evacuated, which are completely 
under ground. They are sunk about eight feet 
deep, and covered with strong timbers, and sev- 
eral feet of earth in a conical Ibrra. ( In descending 
by means of a ladder through a hole at the top, 
which answers the double purpose of a door and 
a chimney, we found that the liouee consisted of a 
single room, nearly circular and about sixteen ft«t 
in diameter. 

The inhabitants, who call themselves Weock- 

sockwillacum, differ but little from those near the 

rapide, the chief distiuction in dress, being a fbw 
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leggings and moccasinB, w^hich ire find here liks 
those worn by the Chopunnwb. These jjeople 
have tea or twelve verj sood horses, whii!h are 
the first we have seen einec leaving thia neigh-j 
bourhood last antumn. The country below ia, 
indeed, of tiUL'h a nature, ad to prevent the use oS 
thia animal, except in the Columbian valley, and. 
there they would be of great service, for the in-; ' 
habitejits ri^side i^hielly on the river side, and the 
coQutry is too thickly wooded to suffer them to. j 
hunt game on horBeback. Jloet of these, tiiBy;^ 
inform ub, have been token in a warlike excurg{oa,> I 
whii.'h was lately made against the Towahna>. f 
hiooke, a part of the Snake nation living in the. 1 
npper part of the Multnomah, to the southeast ot] 
tliiH place. Their language is the same with that 
of the ChiOuckittequawB. They seemed inclined to 
be very civil, and gave ns in eichange, some 
roots, chapelell, Alberts, dried berries, and five 
dogs. 

After dinner we proceeded, and passing at the 
distance of six miles, the high cliffs on the left, 
encamped at the mouth of a small run on the 
same side. A little above us ia a village, conaiat- 
ing of about one hundred fighting men of a tribe 
called SmackshopH, manj- of whom passed the 
evening with us; They do not differ in any respect 
&om the inhabitants of (he village below. In 
hopes of purchasing horses we did not set out the 
next raomiag, 

Tuesday J"", till after breakiat-t and in the 
meantime ex^iosLd our merLhandue, and made 
them variouH otters but as thev de^hned barter 
ing, we iefr thun and soon, reached the ^epukhre 
rock, where we halted a (tw minutes The rock 
itself stands near the middle of the nver, and con- 
tains about two acres of ground above liigli 
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water. On this Borface are scattered thirtoeo 
Tanlts, canetnicted like those beloir tiie Eapids, 
and some of tbem more than half filled 'with dead 
bodies. After eatiaf^inf; our curiosity with these 
venerable reraaina, we returned to the northern 
shore, and proceeded to a Tillage at the diiitaitce 
of four mileti: oo landiuf;, we found that the in- 
habitants belong^ to the name nation 'we had 
juat kit, and as thej also had horses, we made a 
second attempt to parcbase a few of them: but 
with all our dexterit;' in exhibiting our wares, we 
could not induce them: to sell, as we had none of 
tiie only articles which they seemed desirous of 
procuring, a sort of ivar hatchet, called by the 
northwest traders an eye-dog. We therefore pur- 
dtased two doge, and taking leave of these Weock- 
Bockwillocuras, proceeded to another of their 'vil- 
lages, just below the entrants of Cataract river. 
Here too, we tried in vain to purchase some 
horses, nor did we meet with more success at tJie 
I villages of Chill-nckitteqnawu, a ffew milee 
iirther up the river. At three in the afternoon, 
vrecame to the mouth ofQuinett creek, which we 
ascended a short distance and encarajjed fbr the 
uight, at the spot we hod called Kock fort. Here 
we were soon visited by some of the people &om. 
the great narrows and fklls : and on our express- 
ing a wish to purchase horses, they agreed to 
meet us to-morrow on the north side of the river, 
where we would open a traffic. They then re- 
tamed to their viUagea to collect vhs horses, and 
in the morning, 
Wfitloesdoj' 10, captain Clark crossed with nine 
jn, and alarge part of the merchandise, In order 
to purehaae twelve horses to transport onr bag- 
gage, and some pounded fish, as a reserve daring 
the passage of t^ Bocky monntalna. The rest of 
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re employed in tiuatiog and preparing 
eaddleB. 

From the rapids to this place, and indeed aa 1^ 
as the commencement oftbe narrows, the Colum- 
bia is &om half a mile to three quartern in width, 
and poseeeees scarcely any current: ite ised con- 
EdBtB principally of rock, except at the entrance of 
Labicbe river, which takee itd rise in mount Hood, 
fhim which, like Quicksand river, it brings down 
vaat quantities of sand. During the whole course 
of the Columbia from the Rapids to the Chilluck- 
ittequawB are the trunks of majiy large pine trees 
standing erect in water, which in thirty feet deep 
at present, and never less than ten. These trees 
could never have grown in their present state, for 
they are all very much doated, and none of them 
vegetate; so that the only reasonable oecount 
which can be given of this phenomenon, is, that 
at Bome period, which the app^arauce of the trees 
induces us to fix within twenty years, the rocks 
firom the hill sides have obstructed the narrow 
pose at the rapids, and caused the rirer to spread 
through the woods. The niountaina whiehborder 
as far as the Sepulchre rock, arc high and broken, 
and ite romantic views occasionally enlivened by 
beautJiul cascades rushing ftom the heights, and 
forming a deep contrast with tbe &rs, cedars and 
pines, which darken their sides. Prom the Sepul- 
chre rock, where the low country begins, the long- 
leafed pine is the almost exclusive growth of tim- 
ber; but our present camp ia the last spot where 
a single tree is to be seen on the wide plains, 
which are now spread before us to the foot of the 
Bocky mountains. It ie, however, covered with a 
rich verdure of grass and herbs, some inches in 
height, which forma a delightfol and exhilarating 
prospect, alter being confined to the mountains 
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Bnd tJikk forests oa the seacoast. The cllmatfl 
too, though on!j- on the border of the plains, is 
here very different 11-om that we hare lately ex- 
perienced. The air m drier aud more pure, and the 
ground itself is as free Irom moisture aa if there 
bad been no rain for the last ten days. Around 
tMs place are many esculent plants used by the 
Indiana : among which is a currant, now in bloom, 
■with a yellow bloaaom like that of the yellow 
currant of the Missouri, from which however it 
differs speci&cally. There is aliio a species of hya- 
cinth growing in the plains, which presents at 
this time a pretty flower of a pale blue colour, 
and the bulb of which is boiled or baked, or dried 
is the sun, and eaten by the Indians. This bulb, 
of the present year, is white, flat in shape and not 
quits solid, and it overlays and presses closely 
that of the last year, which, though much thinner 
and withered, is equally wide, and sends fbrth 
from its sides a numljer of small radicles, 

Otir hunters obtained one of the long-tailed deer 
with tie young horus, about two inches, and a 
large black or dark brown pheasant, such aa we 
had seen on the upper part of the Missouri. They 
also brought in a la.rge grey squirrel, and two 
others resembling it In Bhat«, but smaller than 
the common grey squirrel of the United States, 
and of a pied grey and yellowish brown colour. 
In addition to this game, they had geen some 
antelopes, and the tracks of several black bear, 
bat no appearance of elk. They had seen no 
birds, but found three eggs of the parli-coloured 
corvDB. Though the salmon has not yet appeared, 
we have seen less scarcity than we apprehended 
ftwrn the report* we had heard below. At the 
rapids, the natives subsist chiefly on a few white 
a^mon-trout, which they take at this time, and 
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eonaiderabl? quantities of a small indifferent mul- 
let of an inferior quality. Beyond that place W8 
see none except dried fieh of the last aeaeoD, nor 
ia the eturgeon caught by any of the nativea 
aboTe'the Columbia, their wtiole Btores eonHiafingr 
of roots, and flsh either dried or pounded. 

Captain Clarli had, in the meantime, tieeu en- 
deaToaring to purchase horses, without success, 
bnt they promised to trade with him if he would 
go np to the Skilloot village, above the long nar- 
rows. He therefore sent over to us for more 
merchandise, and then at^companied them in the 
evening to that pla«e, where he passed the night. 
The next day, 

Tbursdaj IT, he sent to inform us that he was 
still unable to purchase any horses, but intended 
going aa far aa the Eneeeliur village to-day, 
whence he would return to meet us to-morrow at 
the Skilloot village. In the evening the principal 
chief of the Chillnckittequaws came to see us, 
accompanied by twelve of his nation, and hearing 
that we wanted horses, he promised to meet na at 
the narrows witi some for sale. 
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CHAPTER XXTIL 

Cl«|i»tTii Glut pioeurea tear bene* tor ttie ImisixiRktioD of tM 



■t (be flm Bpp<«rBniv of ulmiia In Ue C«lnmMft— Thefr cbEer- 
Mi jnopensJOfi*— Tie pan; irrive U the Tillage <* Uw Eae»- 
tfnm. wbere tbe nailtta are toaad iJlke imfrleDdt j^-Tbe paitr 
mew prorlded wUli luracs — Tbe party p«Feiiie<l (rom Uk ucf ■ 
dae of boaUUIjr linliiH lMb nUU>n bf ■ Mendir adjunment— 
The uatdtj ol timber ao ktcsi Ibal tber are compelled (o bar 
wood to cooK cbeir pnnl^oaB— Arrtte al die nalitaowpna] tU- 
lags— DaDce of Ibe udies— Tbelr IneenollT In dKilnlOK b) 
partbtuB [be rmnoes, loi Lb e mpp^^itloD tbab ibe party would 
ba compelled bt Icare tbtm beblitd defatted— Tbc partr baring' 
obUIned a oimplenieBl ol borata, prBceed by land— irrtra U 
Ibe Plibqoltiiab vUU^-, and some scmunE at ibal pe>qde— 
TbMr frank aod Quapltabfe treaioicnt trom tbe WoUawollabs-' 

llili^w«ln— Tbeli omlBliie dmraoier. and tlielr nitusuat aHecUcni 

forlbe wbtus, 

Friday, If^. — We set onl thia morning ailer an 
«arl; breakfiut, and crossing the rirer, continaed 
-along the Dorth side for foar miles, to the foot of 
the flrat rapid. Here it woe necessary to anload 
and make a portage of eeven paces over a rock, 
round which we then drew the empty boats by 
means or a i:ord, and the asaietance of setting 
poles. We then reloaded, and at the distance of 
Ave miles, reached tha basin at the foot of the 
long nairrows. After unloading and arranging the 
'camp, we went up to the Skilloot village, where 
we found captain Clark. He had not been able to 
procure more than four horses, for which he was 
obliged to give double the price of those formerly 
purchased ftom the Shoshonees and the first tribe 
of Flatheads. These, however, wehoped mightbe 
lit with the aid of the small canoes to con- 
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\ej our baggage as fer aa the viliagss near the 
Maeclesbell rapid, where horses are cheaper and 
more abundant, and where we may probablj ex- 
change the canoes for aa many horsee oa we want. 
The Bkilloots, indeed, have a. number of borties, 
but thef are unwilling to part with them, though 
at lost we laid ont three parcels of merchandise, 
for each of which they promised to bring us a 
horse in the morning. The long narrows have a 
much more formidable appearance than when we 
pasBcd them in the autumn, so that it would, in 
feet, be impossible either to descend or go np 
them in any kind of boat. Aa we had therefore 
no fiirther use for the two periogues, we cut them 
np for tbel, and early in the tnoming, 

Sa(u7*.'.9j', Jf. all the party began to carry the 
merchandise over the portage. This we accom- 
plished with the aid of our four horseB, by three 
o'clock in the afternoon, when we formed our 
eamp a little above the Skilloat village. Since we 
htt them in the autumn they have removed tb«r 
village a few hundred yarda lower down the river, 
and have exchanged the cellars in which we then, 
foond them, for more pleaea&t dwellings on the 
Burfece cC the gronnd. Theiie are formed by 
aticke, and covered with mats and straw, and so 
la^;e, that each is the residence of fieveral Ikmilies. 
They are also much better clad than any of the 
natives below, or than they were themselves last 
antnmn; the dreas of the men consists generally of 
]^:gings, nioccaain.'s, and large robes, and many of 
them wear uhirtu in the same form used by the 
ChopunniHh and ShOEhonees. highly ornamented, 
Aa well aa the leggings and moccasins, with por- 
cupine quills. Their modesty is protected by the 
skin of a fox or some other ajiimal, drawn under 
a girdle and hanging in ftout like a narrow 
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ftyrOD. The dresH or the women differs bnt little 
from that wora near the rapids; and both eexes 
wear the hair over the forehead an \ov as the 
•yebrowa, with large locks cut equare at the ears, 
«nd the reat hanging in two quenes ia front of the 
hod^. The robes are made principally of the 
■kins of deer, elk, bighorn, Eome wolf and buffalo, 
while the children use the BkinH of the large gr«y 
equirrel. The buffalo is procured from the nations 
kigher up the river, who occasionally visit the 
liisaouri ; indeed, the greater proportion of their 
•pparel ia brought by the nations to the north- 
■weat, who eome to trade for pounded fish, copper, 
ftnd beads. Their chief fuel ia straw, southern- 
wood, and small willows. The bear-grasa, the 
bark of the cedar, and the ailk-graaa are employed 
ia TariouB articles of manufacture. 

The whole villsige was filled with rejoicing to- 
day, at having caught a single salmon, which waa 
conaidered aa the harbinger of vast quantities in 
four or five days. In order to hasten tJieir airival 
the Indians according to custom, dresaed fish and 
«ut it into email pieces, one of which waa given to 
each child in the villag-e. In the good humour ex- 
cited by this occurrence, they parted, though re- 
luctantly, with four cither horses, for which we 
S&ve them two kettles, reserving only a single 
small one for a mess of eightmeu. tlnlucldly, bow- 
erer, we lost one of tho horses by the negligence of 
the person to whose charge he was committed. 
The rest were therefore hobbled and tied; but as 
the nations here do not understand gelding, all the 
Loraea but one were atalliona, and thia being the 
season when they are most vicious, we had great 
difficulty in managing them, and were obliged to 
keep watch over them all night. In the aRemoon 
captain Clark set out with four men for the Enee- 
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shnr Tillage at the grand fUlls, in order to make 
further attempta to procure horeeB. 

Sanday, 20. — Aa it waa obviously our iatereet 
to preeerve the good will of these people, we 
passed over several small tJiefte which they have 
committed, but this morning we learnt that aix 
tomahawliB and a kniie bad been stolen during 
the night. We addresned ourselveR to the chief, 
who seemed angry with his people and made a, 
harangue to them, bnt we did not recover the 
ftrticles, and soon after, two of our spoons were 
missing. We therefore ordered them all ftom our 
camp, threatening to beat severely any one de- 
tected in purloining. This harshness irritated 
them so much that they left ns in an ill-humour, 
and we therefore kept on our guard against any 
insult. Besides this knavery, the fkithlessness of 
the people is intolerable, Itequently after receiving 
goods in exchange for a horse, they return in a 
few hours and insist on revoking the bargain, or 
receiving some additional Talue. We discovered 
too, that the horse which was missing yesterday, 
had been gambled away by 1±e fellow from whom 
we had purchased him, to a man of a different 
nation, who hod carried bitn oif. Besides these, 
we bought two more horses, two dogs, and some 
chapelell, and also exchanged a couple of elk skins 
for a gun belonging to the chief This was all we 
could obtain, for though th«y had a great abun- 
dance of dried flsh, they would not sell it, except 
at a price too exorbitant for our finances. We 
now found that no more horsea could he pro- 
cored, and therefore prepared fbr setting out to- 
morrow. One of the canoes, for which thelndiana 
would give us very little, was cut up for fiiel, two 
others, together with some elk skins and piecea of 
old iron, we bartered for beads, and the remaining 
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two email canoes vera dsBpatched eartf next 
mcHning, 

Monday, 21, with all the baf:gaBe which could 
BOt be carried on horseback. We had intended 
setting out at thu Hame time, but one of our 
ttortjea broke \oom duriii^ the night, and we were 
under the neceHaity of sending several men in 
eeoreh of him. In the meantime, the Indians, who 
were always on the alert, stole a tomahawk, 
which we couid not recover, though Beveral of 
them were searched. Another fellow was detected 
in carrying utf a piece of iron, and kicked out of 
camp: captain Lewie tben, addressing the Indians, 
-declared that he was not afraid to fight them; for 
if he chose, he might eattilj put them to death, 
and burn their village; that he did not wish to 
treat them ill if they did not steal; and that al- 
though ii' he knew who had the tomahawks he 
would take away the horses of the thieves, yet he 
would rather lose the property altogether than 
take the horee of an innocent nian. The cliiefe 
were present at this harangue, hung their heada 
and made no reply. At inii o'clock the men re- 
turned with the horse, and sooa alter, an Indian 
who had promi^d to go with us as far as the 
Cbopunnish, came vrlth two horses, one of which 
he politely offered to carry our baggage. We 
therefore loaded nine horses, and giving the t«nth 
to Bratton, who was etill too sick to walk, about 
ten o'clock left the viilaga of these disagreeable 
people. At one o'clock: we arrived at the village 
of the Eneeshurs, where we found captain Clark, 
who had been complet«ly unauccessnil in his at- 
tempts to purchase horses, the Eneeshurs t)eing 
quite as unMendly as tbe Skilloots. Fortunately, 
however, tbe fallow who had sold a horse, and 
afterwards lost him at gambling, belonged to this 
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Tillage, and we insieted on taking tiie kettle and 
knife which hod twen given to him for the home, 
if he did not replace it by one of equal valae. He 
prsierred the latter, and brought ub b. very good 
horse. Being here joined bj the canoea and ba^ 
gage afrOHS the portage, we halted half a mils 
abore the town, and took dinner on some dogH, 
after which we proceeded on about four miles and 
sncaniped at a village of Eneeshnre, consiBting of 
nine mat hute, a little below the mouth of the 
TowahnahiookB. We obtained !h?m thesepeoplea 
couple of dogB and a small quantity of iliel, for 
which we were obliged to give a higher price than 
usual. We aiao bought a horse with a back so 
much injured, that he con scarcely be of muoh ser- 
vice to UB, but the price was some trifling articlea, 
which in the Dnited States would coat about & 
dollar and a quarter. The dress, the mannere, 
and the language of the Eneeehure difler In no 
respect from tJiOBe of the Skilloots. Like thenx 
too, these Eneeshnrs are inhospitable and parsi' 
monioue, faithless to their engagemeuts, and in 
the midst of poverty and llth, retain a degree of 
pride and arrogance which render our numbera 
our only protection against insnlt, pillage, and 
even mnrder. We are, however, assured by our 
Chopunnish guide, who appears to be a very sin- 
cere, honest Indian, that tie nations above will 
treat us with much more hospitality. 

TaesiJsx 22. — Two of our horses broke loose in 
the night and straggled to some distance, so that 
we were not able to retake thera and begin our 
march before seven o'clock. We had just reached 
the top of a hill near the village, when the load of 
one of tlie horses turned, and the animal takings 
fright at a robe which still adhered to hira, ran 
fbriooHly towards the village: just as he came 
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there the robe Ml, and an Indian hid it in hie hut. 
Two men went back after the horse which they 
soon took, but the robe wae stitt miaeing, and the 
Indians denied having seen it. These repeated 
acts of knavery now exhausted our patience, and 
captain Lewis therefore eet out for the Tillage, 
determined to make tJiem deliver up the robe, or 
to bum the village to the ground. This disagree- 
able alternative was rendered unnecessary, for on 
bis way he met one of our men, who had found 
the robe in an Indian hut hid behind eome bag- 
gage. We resumed our route, and soon aAer 
halted at a hili, from tie top of which we enjoyed 
-a commanding view of the range of mountains in 
which mount Hood stands, and which continue 
south as far as tiie eye can reach, with tJieir tope 
covered with snow. Mount Hood itself bears 
south 80' west, and the anowy summit of mount 
Jefferson south 10' west. Towards tie south 
and at no great distance we discern some woody 
country, and opposite this point of view is the 
mouth of the Towahnahiooks. This river re- 
■ceivee, at the distance of eighteen or twenty miles, 
a branch from the right, which takes its rise in 
moant Hood, while the main stream comes in a 
course from the southeast, and ten or fifteen milee 
is joined by a second branch from mount Jefibr- 
Bon. From this place we proceeded witji our bag- 
gage in the centre, escorted both before and bo- 
hind by those of the men who were without the 
care of horses, and having crossed a plain eight 
miies in extent, reached a village of Eneeshurs, 
consisting of sis houses. Here we bought some 
dogs on which we dined near the village, and 
having purchased another horse, went up the 
river four miles further, to another Eneeshur vil- 
lage of seven mat' houses. Our guide now in- 
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(brmed ae that the oeit village woe at »uch a 
distance tJiat we ehoald not reach it this eveo- 
ing, aud OH we should be able to procure both 
doge and wood at this place, we determined to 
encamp. We here purchased a horae, and engaged 
for a second in exchange for one of our canoee, 
bnt as they ■were on the opitoaite aide of the river, 
and the wind very high, they were not able to 
cross before suneet, at which time the Indian had 
returned home to the nest Tillage above. This 
«Temiig, aa well aa at dinner-time, we were obliged 
to buy wood to cook our meat, for there ia no 
timber in the country, and all the f\iel is bronght 
from a great distance. We obtained as much aa 
answered our purposes on moderate terms, but aa 
we ore too poor to afford more than a Hingle fire, 
And lie without any shelter, we find the nights 
disagreeably cold, though the weather is warm 
daring the daytime. The next morning, 

Wednesday 23, two of the horses strayed away 
in consequence of neglecting to tie them oe had 
been directed. One of them was recovered, but as 
■we had a long ride to make before reaching the 
next viDage, we could wait no longer than eleven 
o'clock for the other. Not being found at that 
time we set out, and after marching for twelve 
miles over the sands of a narrow rocky bottom on 
the north side of the river, came to a village near 
the Hock rapid, at the mouth of a large creek, 
which we had not observed in descending. It con- 
sisted of twelve temporary hute of mat, inhabited 
by a tribe called Wolihowpuni, who speak a lan- 
guage very similar to that of the Chopunnish, 
whom they resemble also in dresa, both sexes be- 
ing clad in robes and shirts a.e well as leggings 
and moccasins. These people eeemed much pleased 
to see us, and readily gave ua four dogs and some 
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cbapelell and ^ood in ext^hange fbr email artlelee, 
eueh HB pewt^r-buttODB, stripB of tin, iron, and 
braaB, and eome twiBted wire, wliieli we liad previ- 
onaly prepared for our journey atroBS the plains. 
Theai: people, as well as some more living in five 
huts a little below^ them, were waiting the re- 
turn of the salmon. We also fonnd a Chopunnieb. 
returning borne with his family and adonen young 
I horeee, some of whieli he wanted us to hire, but 

I, this we declined, as in that case we abould be 

obliged to maintain him and hiB family on the 
( route. After arranging the camp weassembled all 

the wairiors, and having smolied with them, the 
TiolinHwe[« produced, andEomeofthe men danced. 
This civility waa returned by the Indiana in a 
fitfle of dancing such as we had not yet Been, 
The spectators formed a circle round the dancers, 
who with their robes drawn tightly round the 
shoulderB, and divided into parties of five or Bis 
men, perform by croBSiing in a line fi'om one aide 
of the circle to the other. AH the parties, per- 
fbrmerB as well ae ij]:>ectatorB, Bang, and after 
proceeding in this way for some time, the spec- 
tators join, and the wbole concludes by a promis- 
cuouB danc« and song. Having finished, the 
natives retired at onr request, after promising to 
barter horses with us in the morning. The river 
is by no means so difficult of passage nor ob- 
fitmcted by so many rapids as it was in the 
autumn, the water being now snfficientiy high to 
cover the rocka in the bed. In the morning, 

Thursday S4, we began early to look for our 
horses, but they were not collected before one 
o'clock. In the meantime we prepared saddles for 
three new hornes which we purthased ftom the 
Wahhowpums, and agreed to hire three more 
ftom the Chopunniah Indian who was to accom- 
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pany ue n-itfa his bmilj'. The nativea aleo had 
promised to take our ca.iioes in exchange for 
hor-MK; but when the^ found that we were re- 
solved on trarelliiig by land, they renuted giving 
US any thing, in hopes that we would be Ibrced to 
leave them. Diagusted at thia conduct, we deter- 
mined rather to cut them, to pieces than suffer 
these people to enjoy tbem, and ai:tually began to 
eplit them, on which they gave us several strands 
of beads for each canoe. We had now a sufficient 
number of horseB to carry our baggage, and 
therelbre proceeded wholly by land. At two 
o'clock we set out, and passing between the hills 
and the northern shore of the river, hud a difficult 
and fatiguing march over a road alternately 
eandy and rocky. At the distance of four miles, 
we came to four huts of the Wefcowwee tribe, 
two miles further the same number of huts, and 
aA«r mnking twelve miles from our last night's 
camp, halted al a larger village of five huts of 
Metcowweee. 

Aa we came along many of the natives passed 
and repa^Hed without makiug auy advances to 
converse, though they behaved with distant r»- 
epect. We observed in our route no animals ex- 
cept t^e killdeer, the brown Utard, and a moonai, 
which the people bad domesticated as a t^vourite. 
Most of the men complain of a soreneee in their 
feet and legs, occasioned by walking on rough 
Stones and deep sands, after t)eing accustomed for 
some montha past to a Boft soil. We therefore 
determined to remain here this evening, and for 
this purpose bought three doga and soine chapel- 
ell, which we cooked with dry grass and willow 
boughs. The want of wood is a serious inconven- 
ience, on account of the coolness of the nights, 
particularly when the wind sets Itom moont 
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Hood, or in any western direction: thoae windB 
being much colder thnn the winds from tho Hockj 
moQntaiQH. There are no dews in the plains, and 
ftom the appearance, we preaume, that no raia 
has fttllen for eeveral -weekB. By nine o'clock the 
following morning, 

Friday 25, we collected our horsea and pro- 
ceeded eleven milea to ft large village of fifty-one 
mat bouaea, where we parchaeed same wood and 
a few doge, on which we made our dinner. The 
Tillage contained about seven hundred pereone of 
a tribe called I'ishquitpah, whose residence on the 
river ia only during the Bpriug and Bummer, the 
antumn and winter being passed in hunting 
through the plains, and along the borders of the 
mountains. The greater part of them were at a 
distance ftom the river as we dettcended , and UBTer 
having Been white men before, they flocked round 
ns in great nambers; but although they were ex- 
ceedingly curious they treated ua with great re- 
spect, and were very urgent that we should spend 
the ni^itAvith them. Two principal chieib were 
pointed owiiy our Ciopunnish companion, and 
acknowlortgpd^ljy the tribe, and we therefore in- 
vested each ortliem with a email medal. We were 
aleo very deeiroue of purchasing more horses; but 
as our principal stock ofmerehandiseconHiate of a 
dirk, a sword, and a fhw old clothee, the Indiana 
could not be induced to traffic with us. The 
Piehquitpahe are generally of a good stature and 
proportion, and as the heada of neither males nor 
females are so mucli Battened ae thoee lower 
down the river, their features are rather pleasant. 
The hair is braided in the manner practised by 
their western neighbours ; but the generality ofthe 
men are dressed in a large robe, under which ie a 
shirt reaching to the kneee, where it ie met by 
73 
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long leggings, and the feet coTered with mocca- 
othera, however, wear only the trusa and 
robe. Ah tbey unite the occupations of hunting 
and fishing lilia, both seses ride ver^ dexterouelj, 
their caparieon being a aaddle or pod of dreBsed 
skin, stuffed with goate' hair, and ftora which 
wooden stirrups are Buepended ; and a hair rope 
tied at both ends to the under jaw of the animal. 
The horaee, however, though good, suffer much, 
■aa do in fact all Indian hc>rseR, ftom fon backa. 
IFinding- them not disposed to barter with us, we 
left t.he Pitihquitpahs at four o'i;lock, accompanied 
by eighteen or twenty of their young men on 
horseback. At the distance of four niilea, wa 
passed, without halting, five honses belonging to 
the WoUawoUahs ; and fivi; miles fbrther, obserT' 
ing as many willows as would answer the pur- 
pose of making fires, availed ourselves of the cir- 
cumstance, by encamping nearthem. The country 
through which we passed bore the eame appear- 
ance as that of yesterday. The hills on both sides 
■of the river are about two hundred and fifty feet 
Us^i generally abrupt and craggy, and in many 
places presenting a perpendicular face of black, 
hard, and solid rock. From the top of these hills, 
the country extends itself in level plains to a very 
great distance, and thougii not as fertile as the 
land near the falls, produces an abundant supply 
of low grass, which is an eicellent food for horses. 
This grass must indeed be unusually nutritions, 
for eveu at this season of the year, after wiutering 
on the dry grass of the plains, and being used with 
greater severity than is usual among the whites, 
many of these horses are perfectly Iht, nor have 
we, indeed, eeen a single one who was poor. In 
the course of the day we killed several rattle- 
snakes, like those of the United States, and saw 
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many of the common as well as the horned-lizard. 
We also kilted six ducks, one of which proved to 
be of a different epeciea from any we had yet seen, 
being dietingiiiBhed hj yellow legs, ftnd feet 
webbed like those of the duckin mallard. The 
PiehquitpaJis passed tlie night with us, and at 
their request, tte violin wag played, and some of 
the men amused themselvea with dancing. At the 
same time we succeeded in obtaining two horses 
at nearly the same prices which had already been 
refhsed in the village. Tn the morning, 

Stttnrday 36, we set out early. At the distance 
of three miles, the river hills become low, and re- 
tiring to a great distance, leave a low, level, ex- 
tensive plain, which on the other dde of the river, 
had begun thirteen miles lower. Aa we were 
croHsing this plain, we were overtaken by several 
femiliea travelling up the river with a, number of 
horsea, and although their company was incon- 
venient, for the weather was warm, the rooda 
dusty, and their horeeB crowded in and broke onr 
line of march, yet we were unwilling to displeSBB 
the Indians by any act of severity. The plain 
possesses much gross and a variety of herbaceous 
plants and shrubs; but after going twelve miles, 
we were fort^unate enough to find a few willows, 
■which enabled us to cook a dinner of jerked elk, 
and the remainder of the doga purchased yester- 
day. We then went on sixteen miles further, and 
six miles above onr camp of the nineteenth of Oc- 
tober, encamped in the rain, about a mile below 
three houses of Wollawollahs. Soon alter we 
halted, an Indian boy took a piece of bone, which 
he substituted for a Ssh-hook, and caught several 
chub, nine inches long. 

Sondas, 37.— We were detained till nine o'clock, 
before a horse, which broke loose in the night* 
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esold be recorered. We then passed, near our 
camp, a Bmall river, called youmalolam, pro- 
ceeded tlirou);h a continaation, till at tbe distance 
of fineeu milen, tbe abrupt and rot^kj hills three 
haiidredfeet high, return to the river. These we 
ascended, aud then ceoesed a higher plain for Dine 
miles, when we again came to tbe wat«r aide. We 
had been induced to make this long march becaoao 
we had but little proTiHioue, and hoped to find a 
Wollawollah village, which our guide had told ua 
we should reach when next we met the river. 
There was, however, no village to be seen, and as 
bot^ the men and horeea were fatii^ued, we halted, 
aud collecting some drj stalks of weeds aad the 
stems of a plant resembling southern wood, 
cooked a small quantity of jerked meat for dinner. 
Soon after we were joined by seven WoUawoUahs, 
among whom we recognised a chief by the name 
of Tellept, who had visited us on the nineteenth of 
October, when wa gave him e. medal with the 
promise of a larger one on our return. He ap- 
peared very much pleased at seeing us again, and 
iuvitfid UH to remain at bis village three or four 
days, during wliich he would supply ub with 
the only food they had, and furnish us with 
horses for our journey. After the cold, inhospita- 
ble treatment we have lately received, this kind 
offer was peculiarly acceptable, and aft«r a hasty 
meal, we accompanied Mm to his village, six miles 
above, situated on the edge of the low country, 
and about twelve miles below the mouth of 
Lewis's river. Immediately on our arrival, Tel- 
lept, who proved to be a man of much influence, 
not only in his own, but in the neighbooring 
nations, collected the inhabitants, and after bar- 
ing made an harangue, the purport of which was 
tti induce the nations to treat us hospitably, set 
75 
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then an example, by bringing hEmeelf an armflil 
of wood, and a plfktt^r contaiuiug three roasted 
mtilleta. They immediately assented to one part, 
at least of the recommeniJation, by flirniBhiag us 
with an abundance of the only aort of fuel they 
employ, the stemB of shrubs growing in the plains. 
We then purchased four dogs, on. which we supped 
heartily, having been on short allowance for two 
days past. When we were disposed to sleep, the 
Indiana retired immediately on our request, and 
indeed, uniformly conducted themselves withgreat 
propriety. These people live on roots, which are 
very abundant in the plains, and catch a (few 
salmon-trout ; but a.t present they seem to subsist 
eliiefly on a species of mullet, weighing (torn one 
to three pounds. They now informed us that 
opposite to the village, there was a route wliiah 
led to the raouth of the Kooskooskee, on the 
south side of Lewis's river, tliat the road itself 
was good, and passed over a level country, weU 
aupptied with water and grass, and that we 
ehonid meet with plenty of deer and antelope. 
We knew that a road in that direction would 
ehorten the distance at least eighty miles, and as 
the report of our guide was confirmed by Yellept 
and other Indians, we did not hesitate to adopt 
that course; they added, however, that there were 
no houses or permanent residence of Indians on 
the road, and it was therefore deemed prudent not 
to trust wholly to our guns, but to lay in a 
stock of provisions. In the morning. 

Monday, 28, tierefore we purchased t«n dogs. 
While this trade was carrying on by our men, 
Tellept brought a fine wliit« horse, and presented 
him to captain Clark, expressing at the same 
time, a wish to haiVe a kettle; but on being in- 
formed that we had already disposed of the laet 
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kettle we conld epare, he said he would be content 
with any present we ehonid make in return. Cap- 
tain Clark therefore gave hiu sword, for which the 
chief had before eipreseed a. desire, adding one 
hundred balls, eome powder, and other Bmatt arti- 
cles, witi which he appeared perfetly Batisfled. 
We were now ansions to depart, and requeated 
Tellept to lend na canoes for the purpose of cross- 
ing the river. But he would not li«t*n to anv 
proposal of leaving the villa^. He wished us to 
remain two or three days- but would not let ne 
go to-day, for he had alreadj sent to invite bis 
tteighbouTB, the ChimnapnoB, to come down this 
evening and join his i>eaple in a dancv for oar 
amnsenieDt. We urged, in vain, that by setting 
out sooner, we would the earlier return with the 
articles they desired; for a day, he observed, 
would make but little diffi^penee. We at length 
mentioned, that as there waH no wind, it was 
now the best time to cross the river, and would 
merely take the horaea over, and return to sleep 
at their village. To this be assented, and we then 
crossed with onr horses, and having hobbled 
them, returned to their camp. Fortunately tiere 
was among these Wollawollabs, a prisoner be- 
longing to a tribe of Shoabonee or Snake Indians, 
residing to the soath of the Multnomah, and via- 
iting occasionally the heads of the Wollawol- 
lab creek. Our Shosbonee ^oman, Sacajawea, 
though ehe belonged to a tribe near the Missouri, 
epobe the same language as this prisoner, and by 
their means we were able to explain ourselves to 
the Indians, and answer all iJieir inqniriea with 
Te«pect to ourselves and the object of our journey. 
Our conversation inspired them with much confi- 
dence, and they soon brought several sick per- 
BOi>e,for whom they requested our aesistance. Wa 
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eplintered the broken arm of one, gave some relief 
to another, whose knee woa contracted by rhea- 
matdem, and administered what we thought bene- 
ficial for ulcers and eruptions of the ebia, on 
various parte of the bodj, which are very com- 
mon disorders among- them. But our most valu- 
able medicine was eje- water, which wedistribut«d, 
and wliich, indeed, tbejr required very much: the 
complaint of the eyes, occasioned by living on 
the water, and increased by the fine sand of the 
plains, being now uaivereal. 

A little before Bunset, the Chimnapooa, amonnt- 
ing to one hundred men, and a f^w women, came 
to the village, and joining the Wollawollaha, who 
were about the sqidb number of men, formed 
themeelyes in a circle round our camp, and waited 
very patiently till our men were disposed to 
dance, which they did for about an hour, to the 
tune of the violin. They then requested to see the 
Indians dance. With this they readily complied, 
and the whole assemblage, amounting, with the 
women and children of the village, to several hun- 
dred, stood up, and eang and danced at the same 
time. The eiercise was not, iodeed, very violent 
nor very groceftil, for the greater part of them 
were formed into a solid column, round a kind of 
hollow square, stood on the same place, and 
merely jumped up at intervals, to keep time to the 
music. Some, however, of the more active war- 
riors, entered the stiuare, and danced round it 
sidewise, and some of our men joined in the dance, 
to the great satislHctiou of the Indians. Thedance 
continued tUl ten o'clock. The next morning, 

Taeedaj 29, Tellept supplied us with two 

canoes in which we crossed with all our baggage 

by eleven o'clock, but the horses having strayed 

to some distance, we could not collect them in 
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time to reach an? fit plafe to encamp if we began 
our jouroej, aa night would overtake ns before we 
came to wattr. We therefore thought it advisable 
to encamp about a miie iVom the Columbia, on 
the month of the Wollawollah river. This la a 
handeome stream, about SOty yards wide, and 
four and a half Sxt in depth ; itB waters, whicb 
are clear, roll over a bed compoBed priacipallj of 
gravel, iutermixi>d witJi eome «and and mud, and 
though the banks are tow they do not seem to be 
OTerflowed. It empties into the Columbia, about 
twelve or Gfleeu miles tKim the entranceof Lewis's 
river, and just above a range of high hills croasing 
the Columbia. Its soun'eB, like those of the 
Towafanaliiooks, La]>uge, Youmalolam, and Wol- 
lawollah, come, as the Indians inform us, iVom the 
north side of a range of mountains which we see 
to the east and southeast, and ^vhU'h, commencing 
to the south of mount Hood, stretch in a north- 
eastern direction to the neighbourhood of a south- 
ern branch of Liewia's river, at some distance ttom 
the Rockj- mountains. Two principal branches 
however of the TowahnaJiiooks take their rise in 
mount Jeffersoa and mount Hood, which in fbct 
appear to Bei)arate the watet-s of theKlultnomah 
and Columbia, They are now about siitj-five or 
seventy miles from this place, and altbongh cov- 
ered with snow, do not seem high. To the sontli 
of these mountains the Indian prisoner says there 
is a river, running towards the northwest, as 
large as tiie Columbia at this place, which is 
nearly a mile. This account may be exaggerated, 
bat it serves to show that the Multnomah must 
be a very large river, and that with the assistance 
of a sontheastern brancii of T.«wiH's river, passing 
round the eastern extremity of that chain of 
Bonntf^ns in which mounts Hood and JeSbrioii 
78 
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are bo conspicnoue, Tvaters the vast tract of 
country to tlie south, till its remote BonrceB ap- 
proach those of the Miseouri and Kio del Norde. 

Near our camp is a fish-weir, formed of two 
curtains of small willow ewitchea, matted together 
with withea of the same plant, and extending 
across the river in two parallel lines, Bix t^t 
aeonder. These are aupportM b,v eev^eral parcels 
of poles, in the manner already described, as in use 
among the ^hoshonees, and are either rolled up or 
let down at pleasure for a few feet, bo as either to 
suffer the flsh to pass or detain them. A seine of 
fifteen or eighteen feet in length is thea dragged 
down the river by two persons, and the bottom 
drawn up against the curtain of willows. They 
also employ a smaller seine Uke a scooping net, 
one eide of which is confined to a semicircular bow 
five l^t long, and half the size of a man's arm. 
and the other side is held by a strong rope, which 
being tied at both ends to the bow, forms the 
chord to the eemicu^Ie. This is uaed by one per- 
son, but the only fisli which they can take at this 
time is a mullet of from four to five pounds in 
weight, and this is the chief subsistence of a vil- 
lage of twelve houses of Wollawollahs, a little be- 
low us on thia river, as well as of otbera on the 
opposite side of the Columbia. In the course of 
the day we gave sniall medals to two inferior 
chiefs, each of whom made us a present of a fine 
horse. We were in a poor condition to make an 
adequate acknowledgment for this kindness, but 
gave several articles, among which was a pistol, 
with some hundred rounds of ammunition. We 
have indeed been treated by these people with an 
onusual degree of kindness and civility. They 
seem to have been enccessful in their hunting dur- 
ing- the last winter, for all of them, but particu- 
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larXj the women, are mncb better clad thun when 
we saw them last; both sexes among the 'lYolla- 
woUaiiB, au well oa the Chimnapoos, being pro- 
vided with good robes, moccasins, long shirts, and 
leggings. Their ornaments are similar to those 
Dsed below, the hair cut in the forehead, and 
qnenes falling over the shoulders in front of the 
bodj: some have some small plaits at the e&r- 
locks, and others tie a bundle of the docked fore- 
top in front of the forehead. 

They were aniions that we should repeat our 
dance of last evening, but as it rained a little and 
the wind was high, we found the weather too 
cold for such amusement, 

Wednesday SO. — Although we had hobbled and 
secured our new purchases, we found some diffl. 
culty in collecting aJl our horses. In the mean- 
time we purchased several doga, and two horaee, 
besides exchanging one of our least valuable 
horses for a very good on.e belonging to the 
Chopunnlsh who is accompanying ua with hie 
f&mily. The daughter of this man is now about 
the age of puberty, and being incommoded by the 
disorder incident to that age, she is not permitted 
to associate with the family, but sleeps at a dis- 
tance ftom her father's camp, and on the route 
always follows at some distance alone. This 
delicacy or affectation is common to manynations 
of Indians, among whom a ^rl in that state 19 
separated from her Ikmily, aad forbidden to use 
any article of the household or kitchen fUniilure, 
or to engage in any occupation. We have now 
twenty-tliree horses, many of whom are young 
and excellent animals, but the greater part of 
tliem are afflicted with sore backs. The Indians 
in general are cruel masters ; they ride very hard, 
and as the saddles are so badly constructed that 
Vol. in.— G 81 
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it is almost impossible to avoid woundiog tbe 
back, yet they contijiue to ride when the poor 
creatures Are scarified in a dreadftil tnanner. At 
eleTen o'clock we left these honest, worthy people, 
accompanied by our guide and the Chopunnish 
fiimily, and directed our course north 30'' eaat, 
across an open level Hnndy plain, unbroken eicept 
by large bauks of pure eand, which have drifted 
in many parts of the plain to the height of fifteen 
or twenty f^t. The rest of the plain is poor in 
point of soil, but throughout is generally short 
grass interspersed with aromatic shrubs, and a 
number of plants, the roots of which supply the 
chief sustenance of the natives. Among these we 
obeervs a root something like the sweet potato. 
At the distance of fourteen miles we reached a 
branch of Wollawollah river, rising Id the same 
range of mountains, and empties itself six miles 
above tbe mouth of the latter. It is a bold deep 
I atream, about ten yards wide, and seems to be 

navigable for canoes. The hills of this creek are 
L generally abrupt and rocky, but the narrow bot- 

I torn ia very fertile, and both possess twenty times 

I as much timber as the Columbia itaelf ; indeed, we 

f now find, for the first time since leaving Eockfort, 

fan abundance of firewood. The growth consists 
of Cottonwood, birch, the crimson haw, red and 
, Bweet willow, chokecherry. yellow eurrante, 

I gooseberry, the honeysuckle with a white berry, 

I rosebushes, sevenbark, sumac, together with some 

corn-grass and rushes. The advantage of a com- 
, fortable fire induced us, as tbe night was come, 

I to halt at this place. We were soon supplied by 

I Drewyer with a beaver and an otter, of which we 

* took only a part of the beaver, and gave the rest 

I to the Indians. The otter is a f^vourita fbod, 

though much inferior, at least in our estimation, 
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to the dog, whicli they will not eat. The horse 
too is aeldont eateu, and iiever except when abeo- 
lnt« nece«Hity compels tbem to eat it, as the only 
alternative to prevent their dying orhunger. This 
fastidiouanesB does not, however, eeem to proceed 
so mach ftom any dislike to the food, as from 
attatthinent to the animal iteetf, Tor manj of them 
eat very heartily of the hon»-beef which we give 
them. At an early honr in the morning, 

Thursday, May 1, 1805, we collected our horees, 
and afler breakfast set out about seven o'clock, 
and followed the road up the creek. The low 
grounds and plains presented the same appearance 
as that of yesterday, except that the latter were 
leas saudy. At the distance of nine miles, the 
Chopunnitih Indian, who wae in Itont, pointed ont 
an old unbeaten road to the left, which he in- 
formed UB was our shortest route. Before ventur- 
ing, however, to quit our present road, which was 
level, and not only led ua iu the proper direction, 
bnt was well supplied with wood and water, we 
halted to let our horaes graie till the arrival of 
OUT other guide, who happened to be at some 
distance behind. On coming up he seemed much 
diapleaaed with the other Indian, and declared 
that the road we were pursuing was the proper 
one; that If we decided on taking the lelt road, it 
would be necessary to remain till to-morrow 
morning, and then make an entire day's march 
before we could reach either water or wood. To 
thia the Chopunnieh assented, but declared that 
he himself meant to pursue that route, and we 
therefore gave him some powder and lead which 
he requested. 

Four hunters whom we had sent out in the 
moming, joined ua while we halted, and brought 
UB a beaver for dinner. We then took our leave of 
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the Chopunnish at one o'dock, and pursued oof 
roate up the creek, through a countrj' similar to 
that we had passed in the morning. But at the 
distance of three miles, the hills on the north side 
became lower, and the bottoma of tile creek wid- 
ened into a pieaeaat (Country, two or three miles 
in extent. The timber too, ia now more abun- 
dant, and our guide tells ua that we shall not 
want either wood or game ft»m this place asfkr 
as the Kooekooskee. We have already seen a 
number of deer, of wliich we killed one, and ob- 
served great quantities of the curlew, as well as 
some cranes, ducks, prairie lartu, and several spe- 
cies of sparrow, common to the prairieB. There 
is, in (Hct, very little difference in the general i^e 
of the country here from that of the plains on tlie 
Miasonri, except that the latter are enlivened by 
Taat herds of bnfiklo, elk and other animala, which. 
give it an additional interest. Over these wide 
bottoms we continued on a course north, 75° 
east, till, at the distance of seventeen miles from 
where we dined, and twenty-six IVom our last en- 
eOimpment, we halted for the night. We had 
scarcely encamped, when three young men came 
up from the Wollawollah village, with a steel 
trap, which had been left behind inadvertently, 
and which they had corae a whole day's journey 
in order to restore. This act of integrity was the 
more pleasing, because, though very rare among 
Indians, it corresponds perf^tly with the general 
behaviour of the Wolla-wollahs, among whom we 
had lost carelessly several knives, which were al- 
ways returned as soon as found. We may, indeed, 
justly atQrm, that of all the Indians whom we 
have met since leaving the United States, the 
Wollawollahs were the most hospitable, honest 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

The party aliil pureUB their route loworOs (lie Kooskooaiee on 
tmrseback wltb Wollawollali saldea — Cbarscter of the couotr; 
—The quamaah anil other BowertTW shrubs la bloom— Ttio 
pan; ivsch the KlDUOoeatm creek— They meet with ah old RO- 
qualnUmco called the Bighorn Iniilan— They arrite at the 
mouth ot the Kooskooakee— Slngulaj- custuin anionH the Cho- 
IiUQDlah wDmen— Difficulty ol purclmBlni! prortsions from the 
Ditivei, and the new resort ot the party to obtoJn them— The 
Cbopnanlah nlyle d[ archllectunv—CBptaln Clark turoB physl- 
dBD. ftnd perfonna aeveral eiperimenla with nucoeaa upon the 
HBfiTes, whleh they reward— in toalSDce of their bonedty- 
The dlBlresa of the Indtona for want of provisions durlns the 
winter— The party anally meet the Twlatedhalr. to whom wu 
BomiBled their horses dnrloB their ]oumey down— The quarrel 
between that chief and another of hla nation, on Ibe subject of 
bli horses— The catises of tbEs oontroTorsy alated at large—Ttae 
two chiefs reconciled by the Interference of the party, and tho 
horsea reatured— Eitrsordlnary InsUnra ol Indian boapltality 
lonarda strangers— A couni'l] beld vritb the Chopunnish. and 
Ibe object of the eipedliion eiplaJned in a very clrct^ltoua 
route of eiplonaUoD— The party again perfonn medical cures 
-The answer ot the Chopunnlsh to IhBepeechdeHvaredattbe 
council, conflnned by a alngular ceremony of aoiulewwnee— 
Ihey promiae Iiithf ully to follow llie advice of tiieir vlaitors. 

FridaXt May 2. — We despatched tivo hunters 
tiieod ; but the horse we bad yesterday purchaAed 
from the Chopnnnish, although closely hobbled, 
contrived to break looEe in the night, and went 
boclc to rejoin bis companions. Re wag however 
orratakeu and brought to u^^ about one o't^lock, 
sod we then set forward. For three miles we fol- 
lowed a, hilly road on the north Eide of the creek, 
opposite to A wide bottom, ^'here a branch falls 
inborn the wouthwest mountajne, which, though 
corered with snow, are about twenty-flve railea 
distant, Aud do not api»e&r high. We then entered 
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an eitensive level bottom, with about fifty acres 
of land well covered with pine near the creek, and 
the long-IealM pine ocraeionallj on the sides of 
the hiUa along its banks. .'Uler crowing the creek 
at tlie distance of eevErn miles from our camp, we 
repassed it seven miles ibrther, near the junction 
of ODe of its branches from the northeast. The 
' main stream here beam to the south, to'cvards the 

' mountains where it rises, and it« bottoms then 

become naiTow, as the hills are higher. We fol- 
lowed the course of this northeast branch in a 
I direction N. 45° E. for eight and tliree quarter 

I miles, when having made nineteen miles, wehalted 

I in a little bottom on the north side. The creek is 

here about four yards wide, and aa far aa we con 
, perceive, it comes from the east, but the road here 

Ij tarns from it into the high open plain. The soil 

I of the country seems to improve as we advance, 

[ and this afternoon we see, in the bottoms, an 

abundance of quamasli now in bloom. We killed 
li nothing but a duck, though we saw two deer at 

1 a distance, as well as many sandhill crows, cor- 
J lews, and other birds common to the prairies, and 
• ' there is much sign of both beaver and otter, along 
j- the creeks. The three young WollawoUahs con- 
I tinned with us. During the day we observedthem 
( eating the inner part of the young succulent stem 
^ of a plant very common in the rich lands on the 

Mississippi, Ohio and its branches. It is a large 
coarse plant, with a temate leaf, the leaflets of 
which are three-lobed, and covered with a woolly 
pubescence, while the flower and Ituctiflcation 
reeemble that of the parsnip. On tasting this 
plant, we found it agreeable, and eat heartily of 
it without any inconvenience. 

Saturday, 3. — We set out at an early hour, and 
croued the high plains, which wetbnnd more&rtila 
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and lesB sand j than below ; jet, though the graae 
is taller, there are very few aromatic shrubs. 
After purauiug a eourae N. 25' E. for twelye 
milee, we reached the KinDooenim. This creek 
risee in the Bouthwest mounta.in8, and though 
only twelve yarda wide, diBchargee a considerable 
body of water into Lewie'ii river, a few miles 
above the norrowB. ItB bed ie pebbled, it« banks 
low, and the hilla near its sides high and rugged ; 
bat in its narrow bottoms are found some Cot- 
tonwood, willow, and tie underbruBh, which 
grows equally on the east branch of the WoUa- 
wollah. After dining at the Kinnooenim, we re- 
sonied our journey over the high plains, in the 
direction of N. 4o' E. and reached, at the distance 
of three miles, a email branch of that creek abont 
five yards wide. The lands ia its neighbourhood 
are composed of a dark rich loam; its hill sides, 
like those of the Kinnooeaim, are high, its bot- 
toms narrow, and posBess but little timber. It 
increased however in quantity aa we advanced 
along the north Bide of the creek for eleven miles. 
At that distance we were agreeably Hurpriued by 
the appearance of Weahkoonut, or the Indian 
whom we had called the Bighorn, l¥om the cir- 
cumstance of his wearing a born of that animal, 
enspended IVom his left arm. ZTe had gone down 
with us last year along I^ewis's river, and was 
highly serviceable in preparing the minds of the 
natives for onr reception. He ie, moreover, the 
flret chief of a large band of ChopunniKli; and 
bearing that we were on our return, he aad come 
with ten of his warriors to meet us. He now 
turned back with us, and we continued up the 
bottoms of the creek for two miles, till the road 
b^an to leave the creek, and cross the bill to the 
pl^ne. We therefore encamped for the night in a 
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grove of Cottonwood, after we bofA made a dis- 
agreeable joumej of twenty-eight milw. Ilnring 
the greuter part of the daj" the air was keen &nd 
cold, and it alternately rained, hailed and snowed ; 
but, though the wind blew with great violence, it 
was fortunately froni tlie eouUiwe^t. and on our 
backs. We had consumed at dinner the laat of our 
dried meat, and nearly all that wajs left of the 
dogu; BO that we supped very Bcantily on the re- 
mainder, and had nothing for to-morrow. Weah- 
koonut, however, aiUtired ns that thea> wae a 
house on the rirer at no great distance, where we 
might supply ourselves with proTisione, We now 
miGaed our guide and the WoUawollahH, who left 
us abruptly this morning, and never retnmed. 
After a disagreeable night, we collected our horses 
at an early hour, 

Sunday, 4, and proceeded with a eontinuatioii 
of the same weather. We are now nearer to the 
southwest monntains, which appear to become 
lower as they advance toivarda the northeast. 
We followed the road over the plains, north 60° 
east, for four miles to a ravine, where was the 
source of a small creek, down the hilly and rocky 
sides of which we proceeded for eight miles to its 
entrance into Lewis's river, about seven miles and 
ahalf above the mouth of theKoosltooMkee. Near 
this place we found the house of which Weaii- 
koonut had mentioned, and where we now halted 
for breakfast. It contained six families, bnt so 
miserably poor that all we could obtain from 
them were two lean doge and a few large cakes of 
half cored bread, made of a root resembling the 
sweet potato, of all which we uontrived to form 
a kind of soup. The soil of the plain is good, but 
it hou no timber. The rangeof southwest moun- 
tains is about fifteen miles above ua, but continnee 
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to lower, and is still covered with enow t 
base, .\fter giving a pasea^ to lewis's i 
near their northeastern eitremity, thej ti 
in a high level plain between that river and the 
£oo«kooBkee. The saltnon not hnring yet called 
them to the rivera, the greater part of the Cho- 
punnish are now dispersed in villages through thie 
plain, lor the purpose of collecting quamash and 
cows, whitli here grow in great abundance, the 
Boil being extremely (fertile, and in many places 
covered with the long-leatbd pine, the larch, and 
balHam-flr, which contribut« to reader it leee 
thirsty than the open uueheltered plains. After 
onr repast we continued our route along the west 
Hide of the river, where as well as on the opposite 
shore, the high hills approach it closely, till at the 
distance of three miles we halted opposite to two 
houses : the inhabitants consisted of five families 
of Chopnnnieh, among whoTn were Tetoh, or Sky. 
the jounger of the two chiefs who accompanied us 
in the antumn to the great ftiUs of the Columbia, 
and also our old pilot who had conducted us 
down the river to the Columbia. They both ad- 
vised us t^ cross here, and aecend the Kooskooe- 
kee on the northeast side, this being the shortest 
and best route to the forks of that river, where 
we sboald find the Twistedhair, in whose charge 
we left our horses, and to which place they prom- 
ised to show ns the way. We did not hesitate to 
accept this offer, and therefore crossed with the 
assistance of three canoes ; but as the night was 
coming on, we purchased a little wood and some 
roots of cows, and encamped, though we had 
made only fifteen miles to-day. The evening 
proved cold and disagreeable, and the natives 
crowded round our fire in such numbers that we 
could scarcely cook or even keep ourselves warm. 
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At the^ houBeB of [^hopiumisli we observed a 
small hut with a single fire, which we are in- 
formed is appropriated for women who ore under- 
going the operation of the menses ; there they are 
obliged to retreat; the men are not permitted to 
approach within a, certain distance of them, and 
when any thing is to T>e conveyed to those de- 
Bcrted females, the person throws it to them forty 
or fifty paces ofl) and then retires. It is singular, 
indeed, that amongst the nations of the wilder- 
ness, there should be found customs and rit«e so 
nearly resembling those of tbe Jews. It is scai^ely 
necessary to allude more particnlarly to the un- 
cleanness of Jewish females and the rites ofpuri- 
flcatjon. 

Monday 5.— We collected onr horses, and at 
seven o'clock eet forward alone ; for Weahkoonut, 
whose people resided above on the west side of 
Lewis's river, continued his route homeward when 
we crossed to the hut-s. Our rood was across the 
plains for four and a half miles, to the entrance of 
the Kooskooskee. We then proceeded up that 
river, and at five miles reached a targe mat honse, 
but could not procure any provisions from the 
inhabitants, but on reaching another three miles 
beyond, we were surprised at the liberality of an 
Indian, who gave captain Clark a very elegant 
grey mare, for which, all he requested was a 
Tial of eye- water. I,a«t autumn, while we were 
encamped at the mouth of the Chopunnish river, 
a maa who complained of a pain in his knee and 
thigh, was brought to ua in hopes of receiving 
relief. The man was to a^ppearance recovered from 
his disorder, though he had not walked for some 
time. Bnt that we might not disappoint them, 
captain Clark, with much ceremony, washed and 
rubbed his sore limb, and gave him some volatile 
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cansed, or ratlier did not prevent hia recoverj. 
The man gratef^llf circulated our praisee, and our 
thme 0,8 phyaiciana was increased bj the efficacy 
of some eje-water which we gave them 
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this new reaource for otitaiuing BubHiet^nce, 
thej will give us no provisione without merchant 
dige, and our etock is now very much reduced : we 
ratiously abstain from griving them any but 
harmless medicines, and as we cannot possibly 
do harm, our prescriptioDS, though unsanctioned 
by the l^ulty, may be uselbl, and are entitled 
to some remuneration. Four miles beyond this 
houae we came to another large one, containing 
ten families, where we halted, and made our din< 
ner on two dogs and a small quantity of roots, 
which we did not procure without much difficulty. 
Whilst we were eating, an Indian standing I'y, 
and looking with great derision at our eating 
dogs, threw a poor half-starved puppy almost 
into captain Ijewis's plate, laughing heartily at 
the humour of it. Captain Lewis took up the 
animal and flung it with great force into the fel- 
low's foce, and seizing hia tomahawk, threatened 
to cut him down if he dared to repeat such in- 
solence. He immediately withdrew, apparently 
much mortified, and we continued our repast of 
dog very quietly. Here we met our old Chopun- 
nish guide, with his fkmity, and soon afterwards 
oneof our horses, which had lieen separated from 
the reat in the charge of tlie Twist«dhair, and been 
in this neighbourhood for several weeks, was 
canght and restored to ne. After dinner we pro- 
ceeded to the entrance of Colter's creek, at the 
distance of four miles, and having made twenty 
Bod a htdf miles, encamped on the lower side of it 
91 
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Colter's creek risea not fiir from the Rocky monn- 
tains, and paasing in the greater part of its 
courae through a country well Bupplied with pine, 
diachargee a largo body of water. It is aboot 
twenty-five yards wide, with a iwbbled bed and 
low banks. At a little distance from us are two 
Chopunnigh houses, one of which contains eight 
families, and the other, which is by much the 
largest we have ever aeen, inhabited by at leaat 
thirty. It is rather a kind of ehed, built like all 
the Dthet hats, of straw and mate in the form of 
theroof of ahouse, one hundred and fllty-sis feet 
long, and about fifteen wide, closed at the ends, 
and having a number of doors on each side. The 
Taet interior is without partitions, but the fire of 
each ftimily is kindled in a row along the middle 
of the building, and about ten feet apart. Thia 
village is the residence of one of the principal 
chiefs of the nation, who is called Neeehnepa^- 
keook, or Cutnose, from the circumHtance of hav- 
ing his nose cut Itom the stroke of a lance in bat- 
tle with the Snake Indians. Wegave him a small 
medal, but though he is a great chief, his influence 
among his own people does not seem to be con- 
siderable, and his countenance possesses very little 
intelligence. We arrived very hungry and weary, 
but could not purchase any provisions, except a 
small quantity of the roots and bread of the cows. 
They had, however, heard of our medical skill, 
and made many applications for assistance, but 
we refijsed to do any thing unless they gave ne 
either dogs or horses to eat. We had soon nearly 
fifty patients. A chief brought his wifb with an 
abscess on her back, and promised to fVirnish ne 
with a horse to-morrow if we would relieve her. 
Captain Clark, therefore, opened the abscess, in- 
troduced a t«nt, and dressed it with basilicon. 
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We prepared aUo, and distributed eome doses of 
aud cream of tartar, with 
?. For these we obtained 
poor for use, and we there- 
medical operationa till the 
number oflDdiana, 
residents of the village, gathered about 
us or encamped in the woody bottom of the creek. 

In the evening, we learnt hy means of a Snake 
Indian, who happens to be at thie place, tliat one 
of the old men has been endeavouring to excite 
prejudices against us, by observing that he 
thought we were bad men, and c^me here, most 
probably, for the purpoise of killing them. In 
order to remove such impressions, we made a 
speech, is which, hj means of the Snake Indian, 
we told them our countrj and all the purposes of 
our visit. While we were engaged in this occupa- 
tion, we were joined by ^'eahkoonut, whoasaisted 
ns in effing all unfavourable impressions from 
the minds of the Indians. The following morning, 

Tuesdaj G, our practice became more valuable.. 
The woman declared that ehe had slept better 
than at any time since h?r iUne«iH. She was there- 
fore dreeaed a second time, and her husband, ac- 
cording to promise! brought us a horse, which we 
immediately killed. Sesidea this woman, we had 
crowds of other applicants, chiefly afflitted with 
aore eyes, and afier administering to them for 
eeveral hours, found ourselves once more in pos- 
session of a plentiful meal, for the inhatiitants be- 
gan to be more accommodating, and one of them 
even gave us a horse for our remedies to his 
daughter, a little girl, who was afflicted with the 
rheumatism. We moreover, exchanged one of our 
horses with Weabkoonut, hy the addition of a 
small flag, which procured us an excellent sorreL 
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horae. We here found three men, of a nationcalled 
BkeeteomiBh, who reside at the falU of a large 
river, emptying itself into the north side of the 
Columbia. Thia river takea ite rise from a large 
lake in the mountains, at no great distance from 
the falls where these natives live. We ehall desig- 
nate this river, hereafter, by the name of Clark's 
river, as we do not know its Indian appellation, 
and we are the flret whites who have ever visited 
ite principal branches; for the Great Lake rirer 
mentioned by Mr. Fidler, if at all connected with 
Clark's river, must be a very inconsiderable 
branch. To this river, moreover, which we have 
hitherto called Clark's river, which rises in the 
southwest mountains, Tve restored the name of 
Towfthnahiooke, the name by which it is known 
to the Eneeshurs. In dress and appearance these 
Skeetsomieh were not to be distinguished from the 
Chopunnish, but their language is entirely differ- 
ent, a circumstance which vre did not leam till 
their departure, when it was too late to procure 
from them a vocahularj. 

Abont two o'clock we collected our horses and 
eet out, accompanied by Weabkoonut, with ten or 
twelve men, and a man who s^d he was the 
brother of the Twistedhair. At four miles we 
came to a single house of three families, but we 
could not procure provisions of any kind; and 
five miles further we halted for the night near an- 
other house, built like the rest, of sticks, mats and 
dried hay, and containing six families. It was 
now so difficult to procure any thing to eat that 
our chief dependence was on the horse which we 
received yesterday for medicine ; but to our great 
disappointment, he broke the rope by which he 
was confined, made his escape, and left us supper- 
lees in the rain. The neit morning, 
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r Wednesday 7, Weahkoonut and his party left us, 

I and we proceeded up the river with the brother 

I of theTwiMtedhair oe a guide. The KooekooekM 

I is now rising' fHat, the water is clear and cold, 

I and as all the rocka and ehoale are now covered, 

I the navigation ia safe, notwithstanding the rapid- 

P it? of the current. The timber begins about the 

P neighbourhood of Colter's creek, and cousista 

I chiefly of long-leafed pine. After going four miles, 

I we reached b. house of six families, below the en- 

I trance of a small creek, where our guide advised 

ne to cross the river, as the route was better, and 
the game more abundant near the month of 
' the Chopunnish, We therefore unloaded, and by 

means of a single canoe, pa«sed to the south side 
in about four hours, during which time we dined. 
I An Indian of one of the houses now brought two 

canisters of powder, which hia dog had discovered 
I under ground in a bottom some miles above. We 

I immediately knew them to be the same we had 

buried last autumn, and as he had kept them 
safely, and had honesty enough to return them, 
we rewarded him inadequatelj-, but as well ae we 
could, with a steel for striiing Are. We set out at 
three o'clock, and puraued a difficult and stony 
road for two milee, when we left the river and 
aacended the hills on the right, wliich begin to 
reeemble mountains. But when we reached the 
heights, we saw before ua a beautiflil level coun- 
try, partially ornamented with the long-leafed 
pine, and supplied with an excellent pasture of 
thick groAS, and a variety of herbaceous plants, 
the abundant productions of a dark rich soil. In 
many parts of the plain, the earth is thrown up 
into little mouuds, by some animal, whose habits 
most resemble those of the salamander; but al- 
though these tracks are scattered over all the 
65 
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[iMnH from the Miasiesippi to the Pacific, we have 
tiever jet been able to obtain a sight of the ani- 
mal itself. 

As we entered the plain Neeshnepahkee, the 
Cutnose, overtook u8, and after accompanying us 
a few milee, turned to the right to visit some of 
his people, who were now gathering root* in the 
plain. Haying croBned the plain a little to the 
south of east, we descended a long steep hill, at 
the distance of five miles, to a creek six yards 
wide, which empties itself into the Kooskooskee. 
We ascended tiia little stream ibr a mile, and en- 
camped at an Indian eetablishment of six housea, 
whichaeemto have been recently evacuated. Here 
we were joined by Neeshnepahkee, and the Sho- 
ahonee who hod interpreted for us on the fifth. 

From the plain we observed that the spurs of 
the Rocky mountajna are still perfectly covered 
with BDOW, which the Indians inibrm us is so 
deep that we shall not be able to pass before the 
next full moon, that is, the first of June: though 
others place the time for crosning at a still greater 
distance. To ub, who are deeirous of reaching the 
plains of the Missouri, if for no other reason, for 
the purpose of enjoying a good meal, this intelU- 
genee was by no means welcome, and gave no 
relish to the remainder of the horse killed at 
Colter's creek, which formed our supper, part of 
which had already been our dinner. Observing, 
however, some deer, and a great appearance of 
more, we deterniined to make an attempt to get 
some of them, and therefore, after a cold night's 
rest, 

Tbarsdax, S, most of the hunters set out at 

dajrlight. By eleven o'clock they all returned, 

with four deer, and a duck of an uncommon kind, 

which, with the remains of oiir horse, formed a 
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Btock of proTiaioM Buci as we had not lately 
poaseBsed. Without our facilities of procuring 
iubeietenee with guns, the natives of this toiintry 
mnat often suffer verj severely. [Juriiig last win- 
ter they were bo much diatressed for food, that 
they were obliged to boil and eat the mosa grow- 
ing on the pino trees. At the aame period they 
cut down nearly all the long-leaftd pines, which 
we observed on the ground, for the purpose of 
collecting its seed, which resemble in size and 
shape that of the large annflovrer, and when 
roaeted or boiled, i^ nutritious and not disagree- 
able to the taste. At the present season they peel 
this pine tree, and eat the inner and succulent 
hark. In the creek near us, they alao procure 
tront by means of a felling trap, constnieted on 
the same plan with thoae common to the United 
States. We gave ^veeslmepahkee and his people 
some of onr game and horee-beef, besides the 
entraila of the deer, and four fewna which we 
found inside of two of them. They did not eat 
any of it perfectly raw. but the entraila had very 
little cooking, and the fiiwns were boiled whole, 
and the hide, hair, and entrails all consumed. 
The Shoshonee was otfended at not having as 
much venison as he wished, and reilieed to inter- 
pret; but as we took no notice of him, he became 
Tery officious in the course of a lew hours, and 
made many efforts to reinstate himself in our 
favour. The mother of the Twiatedhair, ajid 
Seeshnepahkeeook now drew a sketch, which we 
preserved, of all the waters west of the Rocky 
mountains. They make tite main southern branch 
of Lewis's river, much more extensive than the 
other, and place a great number of Shoshonee 
villages on its western side. Between three and 
four o'clock in the afterooon we set out, in com- 
Vo!.III.-T &7 
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pany with Neeehnepahkeeook and other Indiana, 
the brother of the Twistedlialr having left ue. 
Onr route was up a liigli eteep hill to a level 
plain, with little wood, through which we paseed 
in a direction parallel to the river, for four miles, 
when we met the Twistedhair and six of his peo- 
ple. To thia chief we had conflded our horses and 
a part of our saddles, last autumn, and we there- 
fore formed very nnfavonrable conjectures on find- 
ing that he received ua with great coldness. 
Shortly after he began to epeak in a very loud, 
angry manner, and was answered by Neeshnepah- 
keeook. We now discovered that a violent quarrel 
had arisen between these chiefs, on the subject, &b 
we afterwards underHtood, of our horses. Butaa 
we could not learn the cause, and were desirous 
of terminating the dispute, we interpoaed, and 
told them we should go on to the first water and 
encamp. We therefore eet out, followed by all the 
Indians, and having reached, at two miles dis- 
tance, a small stream, running to the right, we 
encamped with the two chiefs and their little 
bands, forming separate camps, at a distance 
fVora each other. They ail appeared to be in an 
ill humour, and as we had already heard reports 
that the Indians had diMovered and carried off 
our saddles, and that the horses were very much 
Bcattered, we began to be uneasy, lest there 
should be too much foundation for the report. We 
were therefore anxious to reconcile the two chiefs 
aa soon as possible, and desired the Shoshonee to 
interpret for ns, while we attempted a mediation : 
but he peremptorily re(\ised to 8i>eak a word : he 
observed that it was a quarrel between the two 
chiefs, and he had therefore no right to interfere ; 
nor could all our representations, that by merely 
repeating what we said, he could not possibly be 
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considered ae meddling between tlie chieft, induce 
him to take any iiart in it. Soon alterwarda 
Drewyer returned from liunting, and waa sent to 
invite the Twiatedhair to come and smoke with 
na. He accepted the invitation, and as we were 
Bmoking the pipe over our fire, he informed us, 
that at.'cordiug to his promise, on leaving ua at 
the fella of the Cohimbia, he had collected our 
horses and taken charge of them, as t^oou a« he 
had reached hom.e. lint about this time Neeehne- 
pahkeeookH and Tunnai-bemootoolt (the Broken- 
arm) who, as we passed, had been on a war- 
partj against the Shoshonees on the south branch 
of Lewis's river, returnedj and becoming jealous of 
him, becanee the horses had been confided to hia 
care, were constantly quarrelling with him. At 
kngth, being an old man, and unwilling to live in 
perpetual dispute with the two chiefs, he had 
given np the care of the horses, which had couse- 
qoently become very mucli scattered. The greater 
part of them were, however, etill in thia neigh- 
bourhood; some in the forks between the Chopun- 
nish and Kooskoonkee, and three or four at the 
village of the Brokenarm, about half a day's 
march higher up the river. He added, that on the 
rise of the river in the spring, the earth had fallen 
from the door of the cache and exposed the sad- 
dles, Bome of which had probably been lost; but 
ae soon as he was acquainted with the situation 
of them, he had them buried in another deposit, 
where they now are. He now promised that if we 
would stay to-morrow at bis house, a few miles 
from this place, he would collect such of the horses 
aiB were in the neighbourliood, and send his j'oung 
men for those in the Ibrka over the Kooskooskee. 
He moreover advised ua to visit the Brokenarm, 
who was a chief of great eminence, aud that he 
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^Fould himself gaide us to hie dwelling. We told 
him Uiat we meant to follow hie advice in every 
respect; that we hod confided our horeee to hia 
tharge, and expected that he would deliver tbein 
to US, on which we should willingly pay him the 
two gunH and ammnnition, as we had promised. 
With this he seemed very much pleased, and de- 
clared that he would uae every esertion to restore 
our horses. We now sent for the Cutnoee, and 
after emoking for some time, took occasion to ex- 
press to the two chiefB, our regret at seeing 
a misunderstand] ug between them. Neeshnepali- 
keeook told us that the Twistedhair was a bad 
old man, and wore two faces; for instead of tak- 
ing care of our horses, he had suflered his young 
men to hunt with them, ho that they had been 
very much injured, and that it was for this reason 
that the Brokenarm ftnd himself had forbidden 
him to USB them. The Twistedhair made no reply 
to this speech, after which we told Neeshnepah- 
keeook of our arrangement for to-morrow. He 
appeared very well satisfied, and said that he 
would himself go with us to the Brokenarm, who 
eipected that we irould see liira, and who had 
two bad horses for us, an eipresaion by which 
was meant that he intended making us a present 
of two valuable horses. That chief, he also in- 
formed us, had been apprised of our want of pro- 
visrionfl, and sent four young men to meet us with 
a supply ; but having taken a different road, they 
hod missed us. .liter this interview we retired to 
rest at a late hour, and in the morning, 

Friday 9, after sending out several hunters, we 
proceeded through a 'evel rich country, similar to 
that of yesterday, for six miles, when we reached 
the house of the Twistedhair, situated near some 
larch trees, and a few bu«hes of balsam fir. It 
100 
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Trae bnilt in the neual forai; of sticks, mats, and 
dried ha;, and although' it: contained i"> more 
than two fires and twelve' peraoaa, was provided 
with the customary appendag*-qfaBmallliut, to 
which females in certain situatifiils - were to re- 
treat. Ah soon ae we baited at ".thia place, we 
went with the Twiatedhair to the epot, where he 
had buried our saddles, and two otfter .young 
Indians were despatched after the horKep.-,' Our 
huutera joined na with nothing but a few Tjlieafl- 
ants, the onl; deer which they killed bein;; loH in 
the river. We therefore diaed on soup, made of 
the roots of cowa, which we pnrcliaeed of the 
Indians- Late in the afternoon, the Twistedhair 
returned with about half the saddles we had left 
in the autumn, and eoine powder and lead which 
wafi burled at the aame place. Soon aft^r, the 
Indians brought us twenty-one of our horses, the 
greater iMirt of whom were in exeelleut order, 
though some had not yet recovered from hard 
nsage, and three had sore backs. We were how- 
ever very glad to procure them in any condition. 
Several Indians came down from the village of 
Tusnachemootoolt, and passed the night with us. 
The Cutnose and Twiatedhair seem now perftctly 
reconciled, for they both elept in the house of the 
latter. The man who hod imposed himself upon 
OS aa a brother of the Twistedhair, a^o came and 
renewed his advaneea, but we now found that he 
was an impertinent proud fellow, of no reapecta- 
bility in the nation, aad we therefore felt no in- 
clination tocultivatehia intimacy. Our camp waa 
in an open plain, and soon became very uucom- 
fortabie, for the wind Tvaa high and cold, and the 
rain and had which began about eeven o'clock, 
changed in about two boura to a heavy fall of 
anow, which continued till after six o'clock 
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Satarflfij, 10, the neSt morning, when it ceased, 
after coyeriog the-grou-nd eight inchea dee|), and 
leaving the air kaen and cold. We soon collected 
onr horses, apd 'afcer a Ecant j breakfaat at' roote, 
set out on a. oadrw S. 3^° E. across the pluine, 
the Boil of'.w'hjdh being covered with enow, we 
could t»lj judge from observing that near the 
ravinM, Adhere it had melted, the mud waa deep, 
blacl^.and well supplied with quamash. Theroad 
waa'-rery slippery, and the snow stuck to the 
horpfia' feet and made them slip down verj fre- 
■ qilently. After going about sisteen miles, we 
'.uame to the hilla of Commearp creek, which are 
sii hundred feet in height, but the tops of which 
only are covered with snow, the lower parts aa 
weU as the bottoms of the creek having had noth- 
ing but rain while it snowed in the high plains. 
On descending these hills to the creek, we reached 
about four o'clock, the house of Tunnachemoot- 
oolt, where was displajed the flag which we had 
given him, raised on a statf: under this we were 
received with due form, and then conducted a 
short distance to a good spot for an encamp- 
ment, on Commearp creek. We soon collected the 
men of consideration, and after smoking, explained 
how destitute we were of provisions. The chief 
spoke to the people, who immediately brought 
about two bushels of dried quamaeh roots, some 
cakes of the roots of cows, aud a dried salmon 
trout : we thanked them for this supply, but ob- 
served that, not being accustomed to live on roots 
alone, we (feared that such diet might make our 
men sick, and therefore proposed to exchange one 
of our good horses, which wan rather poor, for 
one that was fhtter, aud which we might kill. 
The hospitality of the chief was offended at the 
idea of an exchange; he observed that his people 
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bfid an abundance of joung horeea, and that if we 
were dispoeed to aee that food, we might have ae 
niaiijaswe wanted. Accordingly, they Boon gave 
DB two f^t youug horses, without aekiiig any 
thing in return, an act of liberal hoepitalitj muci 
greater than any we have witneaeed since crosaing 
tlie Rocky mouutains, if it be not in fact the only 
really hospitable treatment we have received in 
this part of tJie world, ffe killed one of the 
horeee, and then telhng the natives that we were 
fktigned and hungry, and that ae esoon aa we 
were refteshed, we would communicate fteely with 
them, began to prepare our repast. During this 
time, a principal chief, called Hohastillpilp, came 
from hia village about six mtlea distant, with a 
party of flity men, for the purpose of visiting us. 
We iovited him into our circle, and he aligiited 
and amoked with us, while hie retinue, who had 
five elegant horses, continued mounted at a short 
distance. Wliile this was going on, the cbiei' had 
a large leathern t«nt spread for ns, and desired 
that we would make that our home whilst we 
remained at his village. We removed there, and 
having made a fire, and cooked a supper of horae- 
beef and roots, collected all the distinguished men 
present, and spent the evening ia explaining who 
we were, the objects of our journey, and giving 
answers to their inquiries. To each of the chiefs, 
Tunnachemootoolt, and Hohastillpilp, we gave a 
small medal, explaining their use and importance, 
as honorary diatinctiona both among the whites 
and red men. Our men are delighted at once more 
having made a hearty meal. They have generally 
been in the habit of crowding the houses of the 
Indians, and endeavouring to purehaae provisioua 
on the best terms they could ; for the inhospitality 
of the country was such, that in the extreme of 
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hnnfiier they were ofben obliged to treat the n 
tivea ■with but little ceremony, but this the Twiat- 
edhair had told us was disagreeable. Finding 
that tliese people are bo kind and liberal, we 
ordered our men to treat them with great respect 
and not to tlirong round their flres, so that they 
now ae"* perfectly well together. After our coun- 
cil, the Indians iblt no dispoaition to retire, and 
our tent waa crowded with them all night. The 
next morning, 

Sandaj 11, we arose early and breakfested 
again on horHe-flesh. rhis village of Tunnache- 
raootoojt, is in fact only a single house, one hun- 
dred and fifty feet long, buiU after the Cltopunniah 
fashion, with sticks, straw, aud dried grass. It 
contains twenty-four fires, about double that 
number of fkmiliee, and might perhaps muster on» 
bandred fighting men. The ufaual outhouse, or 
retiring hut for females, is not omitted. Their 
chief subsistence is roots, and the noise mode by 
the women in pounding them, gives the hearer the 
idea of a nail factory. Yet, notwithstanding so 
many flimilies are crowded together, the Chopun- 
niah are much more cleanly in their persons and 
habitations, than any i>eop1e we have met since 
■we left the Ottoes on Ihe river Flatte. In the 
course of the morning, a chief named Toorapahka- 
tim, a stout good looking man, of about forty 
years of age, who had lost his left eye, arrived 
from his village ou the south side of Lewis's river. 
We gave him a small medal, and finding that 
■there were now present the prineii>H,i chiefs of the 
Chopunnish nation, Tuniiachemootoolt (theBrok- 
enarm) Neeshnepahkeeook, Yoompahkatim, and 
Hohastilpilp, whose rank is in the order tbey are 
mentioned, we thought this a fevourable moment 
to esplajn to them the intentions of onr govern- 
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ment. We therefore collected the chiefe and war- 
I, and having drawn a map of the relative 
situation of onr country, on a mat, with a piece 
of coal, detailed the nature and power of the 
American nation, its desire to preeerve baimonj 
between all its red brethren, and ItH intention of 
establialiing trading housee for their relief and 
anpport. It was not without difficulty, nor till 
after nearly half the day was spent, that we were 
able to convey all this inl'ormation to the Chopnn- 
niah, much of which might have been lost or dis- 
torted, in ita eircuitous route through a variety of 
langaagea; for in the first place, we spoke In 
English to one of our men, who translated it into 
French to Chaboneau ; he interpreted it to his wift 
in the Mlnnetaree language, and she then put it 
into Sboshonee, and the young Sboehonee prisoner 
explained it to the Chopunnieh in their own dia- 
lect. At last we succeeded in eommnnicating the 
impreeeion they wished, and then adjourned the 
council ; after which we amused them by showing 
the wonders of the compass, the spy-glass, the 
magnet, the watch and air-gun, eaeh of which 
attracted its share of ad miration. They said that 
after we had left the Minnetareea laet antumn, 
three young Chopunnisli had gone over to that 
nation, who had mentioned our vi«it and the ex- 
traordinary articlea we had with ub, but they 
placed no confidence in It until now. Among 
other persons present, was a youth, son of the 
Chopunnish chief, of much consideration, killed 
not long since by the Minnetarees of Fort de 
Prairie. jIh soon os the council was over, he 
brought a very fine mo-re with a colt, and begged 
UB to accept them as a, proof that he meant to 
pursue our advice, ibr he had opened his ears to 
our councils, which had mode his heart gliid. We 
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now resumed our medical laboure, and had a 
number of patienta afflicted with scrofula, rheu- 
matiem and sore eyes, to all which we adminiB- 
tered verj' cbeerAiliy as far oa our skill and sup- 
plies of medicine would permit. We also visited a 
chief who has for tJiree years past so eompletfily 
lost the use of his limbs, that he lies like a perf^t 
corpse in whatever poeition he is placed, yet he 
eata heartily, digests hia food very well, has a 
re^lor pulse, and retains his flesh ; iu short, were 
lie not somewhat pale fi-om lying so long out of 
the Bnn, he might be mistaken for a man in pertbct 
health. This disease does not seem to be com- 
mon; indeed, we have seen only three cases of it 
among the Chopunnisk, who alone are afflicted 
with it. The etrofulous disorders we may read- 
ily conjecture to originate in the long confinement 
to vegetable diet; which may perhaps also in- 
crease the soreness of the eyes; but this strange 
disorder baffles at once our curiosity and our 
skill. Our assistance was again demanded early 
the next morning, 

Monday' 12, by a crowd of Indians, to whom wo 
gave eye- water. Shortly after, the chiefs and war- 
riors held a council among themselves, to decide 
on the answer to our speech ; and the result was, 
as we were informed, that they confided in what 
we had told them, and resolved to follow our 
advice. This resolution once made the principal 
chief, Tunnachemoot-oolt, took a quantity of flour 
of the roots of cows, and going round to all the 
kettles and baskets, in which bis people were cook- 
ing, thickened the soup into a hind of mush. He 
then began a harangue, making known the result 
of the deliberations among the chiefs, and after 
exhorting them to unanimity, concluded by an 
invitation to all who agreed to the proceedings of 
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the cooncil, to come and eat, while those who 
would not abide bj the decision of the chiett) were 
requested to ehow their diseeut by not partaking 
in the Ifeaut. During this animated harangue, the 
women, who were probably uneasy at the pros- 
pect of forming this new connection with 
etrangen), tore their hair, and wrung their hands 
with the greatest appearance of diatreas. But the 
concluding appeal of the orator effectually stopped 
the mouthe of every malcontent, and the proceed- 
tngB were ratified, and the mush devoured with 
the most zealous unanimity. The chieQj and war- 
riors then came in a body to visit us, os we were 
seated near our tent, and at their inatanee, two 
jonng men, one of whom waa the sou of Tunna- 
chemootoolt, aod the other the youth whose 
father had been killed by the I'ahkees, presented 
to each of us u fine horse. We eaueed the chiefs to 
be seated, and gave everj one of them & flag, a 
pound of powder, and fiHiy balls, and a present of 
the same kind to the young men from whom we 
had received the horses. They then invited ua 
into the tent, and told us that they now wished 
to answer what we had told them yesterday; bat 
that many of their people were at that i: 
waiting in great pain for our med 
It was therefore agreed that captain Clark, who 
Is the Ihivourite physician, should visit the sick, 
while captain Lewis would hold the council; 
which was accordiugly opened by an old man, the 
fh.ther of Hoha»tilpilp. He began by declaring 
that the nation had listened with attention to 
advice, and had only one heart and one 
tongue in declaring their determination to follow 
Theff knew well the advantagea of peace, lor 
they valued the lives of their young men too much 
to expose them to the dangers of war; and their 
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desire to live qnietly with their neighbours, 1 
induced tliem last Buminer to send three v 
^vitb a pipe to the Shoshonees, in the plainii of 
Columbia, aouthof Iiewis's river. These tniniHtera 
of peace had iieen Itilled by the Shoehonees, 
agaiUBt whom the nati-ou immediately tool: up 
arma. They had met them last vrinter, and kilted 
forty-two meu, with the losa of oniy three of their 
own party; so that having revenged their de- 
ceased bretliren, they would no longer make war 
on the Shoshonees, but receive them as ftiends. 
An to going with UH to the plains of the JlisBouri, 
they woald be very wilting to do so, for though 
the Blackfoot Indians and the Pahkees had shed 
much of their blood, they still wished to live in 
peace with them. But we had not yet seen either 
of these nations, and it would therefore he unsail) 
for them to venture, till they were assured of not 
being attacked by them. Still, however, some of 
their young men would accompany uh across the 
mountains, and if they could effect a peace with 
their enemies, the whole nation would go over to 
the Missouri in the course of neit aummer. On 
our proposal that one of the chiefs should go with 
us to the country of the whites, they had not yet 
decided, but would let ua know before we left 
them. Bat that, at all events, the whites might 
calculate on their attachment and their beat ser- 
vices, for though poor, their hearts were good. 
The snow was, however, still so deep on the 
mountains, that we should periah in attempting 
the paseuge, but if we n^aited till after the next 
full moon, the snows would have sufficiently 
melted to enable our horses to subsist on the 
grass. As soon as thie speech was concluded, 
captain Lewis replied at some length : with this 
they appeared highly gratifled, and after smoking 
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the pipe, made ua a present of another tot horae 
We. in turn, ijave the Brokenarm a 
Tial of eye-water, with direetiona to waah the 
ejee of all who should apply for it ; and aa we 
promised to fill it again when it was exhaneted, 
he seemed very much pleased with our liberality. 
To the Twiutedhair, who had last night collected 
six more horse*!, we gave a gun, an hundred ballM, 
and two pounds of poivder, and told him he 
ihonid have the same quantity when we received 
the remainder of our horses. In the course of the 
day three more of them "were brought in, and a 
fresh exchange of small presents put the Indians 
in eicellent humour. On our espreeaing a wish to 
cross the river, and form n camp, in order to hnnt 
and flab till the snows had melted, they recom- 
mended a position a few miles distant, and prom- 
ised to fomiah ue to-morrow with a canoe to 
croae. We invited the Twietedhair to settle near 
our camp, for he has several young sons, one of 
whom we hope to engage as a guide, and he 
promised to do so. Having now settled all their 
afikira. the Indians divided themselves into two 
parties, and began to play the game of hiding a 
bone, already described, aa common to all the 
nativea of this country, which they continued 
playing for beads and other o 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 



ne tioTKB— Thelf mode ot decojtnjt Ibe 
deernlclila reach ol their arrowB— ChBTBcler aE ctiesolluv] 
cllmale [D tte Bocfcy mounlalns— VitIbUm ot ellmalB— Char- 
scut ot tlie OBlives— Tbetr inaa and ornamenlii— Uode of 
buriliie (lie deEid— Tbe pan? administer medical rellel w the 
natffea— One ol Uie natlvpa restored to the use ot bis llmha by 
gweallng. and Che eariaua procen by wblvh peraplraQon waa 
aiclted— AooUier proot ot Cbopunoiah bospilaUIy— Success of 
their alreatliie prtscrlptlob on tbu Indian chtel— Dsscription 
ot the homed lizard, and a variety ot Inaects—Tbe attacb- 

bad Etolen tram the party, and vbli'b they desired lo bury 
with the body— Deacripllon ot the Hver Tommanamah— The 
IndlonB relum an aaawer lo a pmiKHltloD made by the party. 

Taesclaj, 13. — Our medicftl visits occupied na till 
a late hour, after which we collected our horses 
and proceeded for two miles ia a eoutbeaetem 
direction, croasing & branch from the right, at the 
distance of a mile. We then turned nearly noi-th, 
and crotJHing an extenaive open bottom, about a 
mile and a half wide, reaehed the bank of the 
Kooskooskee. Here we expected the cenoe which 
they had promised; but although a man hod been 
despatched with it at the appointed time, he did 
□ot arrive before euoeet. We therefore encamped, 
with B, number of Indiana who bod followed ub 
from the village, and va the morning, 

Weilnesdaj 14, after sending out some hunters, 
transported the baggage by meaua of tJie canoe, 
and then drove our horses into the river, over 
which the; Fiwam without accident, although it is 
one hundred and fifty yards wide, and the current 
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Tery rapid, We then descended the river about 
bait a mile, aud I'onned our camp an the epot 
which the Indians had recommended. It was 
about forty pacea from the river, and formerly an 
Indinn habitation; but nothing remained at 
present bat a circle thirty yards in diameter, sunk 
in the ground about four feet, vrith a wall round 
it of nearly three and a half feet in height. In 
this place we deposited our baggage, and round 
its edges formed our tents of eticka and grass. 
This eitiiatiou is in many respects advantageous. 
It ia an eitensive level bottom, thinly covered 
'With long-lealtd pine, with a rich eoil, affording 
excellent pasture, and supplied, as well as the high 
and broken hills on the east and northeast, with 
the beat game in the neighbourhood; while its 
■ricinity to the river makes it convenient for the 
salmon, which are now expected daily. As soon 
BB we had encamped, Tnnnachemootoolt and 
Hohaetilpilp, vrith abont twelve of their nation, 
came to the opposit-e Bid« and began to aing, this 
being the usual token of friendship on similar 
occasions. We sent tha canoe for them, and the 
two chiefii came over with several of the party, 
among whom were the two young men who had 
given us the two horses in behalf of the nation, 
Aiter smokiu); some ttiue, Hohastilpilp presented 
to captain Lewis an elegant gray gelding, which 
he had brought for the purpose, and was perfectly 
eatiefied at receiving in return a handkerchief, two 
hundred balls, and four pounds of powder. 

The hunters killed some pheasants, two aquir- 
rslfl, and a male and a Ibmale bear, the first of 
which was large and fat, and of a bay colour ; the 
second meagre, grisly, and of smaller size. They 
were of the a|)eciea common to the upper part of 
the Missouri, and might well be termed the varie' 
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gated bear, for thej are found occasionally of a 
black grisly brown or red colour. There is every 
reason to beUeve them to be of precisely the Bame 
epeciee. Those of different colours are lulled to- 
gether, aa iu the coae of these two, and ae we 
found the white and bay associated together on. 
the Missouri; and some aearly white were seen in 
this neighbourhood by the hunters. Indeed, it is 
not common to find any two bearH of the same 
colour, and if the diflerence iu colour were to con- 
etitute a distinction of epeciea, the number would 
iuereasB to almost twenty. Soon after they kill^ 
a female bear with two cubs. The mother was 
blaclc, with a considerable intermixture of white 
hairs and a white spot on the breast. One of the 
cubs was jet black, and the other of a light red- 
dish brown, or hay colour. The foil of these 
variegated bears, are much finer, longer, and more 
abundant than that of the common black bear: 
but the moat striking difference between them is, 
that the former are larger, have longer tueka, and 
longer as well aa blunter talons ; that they prey 
more on other animals; that they lie neither so 
long nor ao cloeely in winter quarters, and never 
climb a tjee, however closely pressed by the 
hunters. This variegated bear, though apecificuUy 
the same with those we met on the Missouri, are 
by no means ao iferocioua, probably, because of the 
scarcity of game, and the habit of living on roota 
may have weaned them ftom the practices of at- 
tacking and devouring animala. Still, however, 
they are not so passive as the common black 
bear, which are also to be found here; for they 
have already fought with our hunters, though 
with leas fiiry than those on the other side of the 
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to whom it was a real luxury, as they scarcely 
ta&te flesh once ia a month. They immediately 
prepared a large fire of dried wood, on ivhich 
thrown a numi>er or smooth stoneH from the 
river. As Boon aw the Are went down, and the 
stones were heated, they were laid next to each 
other, in a level potdtion, and covered with a 
quantity of branches of pine, on which were 
placed flitches of the bear, and thue placing the 
boughs and flesh alternately for several courses, 
leaving a thick layer of pine on the top. On tiia 
leap was then poured a email qnantity of water, 
And the whole covered witi earth to the Ue[ith of 
fbnr inches. After remaining in this state ahoot 
three hours, the meat was taken off, and waa. 
really more tender than that which we had boiled 
or roasted, though the strong flavour of the pine, 
rendered it disagreeable to our palates. This re- 
past gave them much satisl^tion, for thongh they 
Hometiinee kill the black bear, yet they attack 
very relnctantly the ftiriouB variegated bear, and 
only when they can pureue him on horsebackr 
fhrongh the plains, and shoot him with arrows. 

The stone horses we Totmd so troublesome that 
we have endeavoured to exchange them for either 
ibdrcB or geldings; bot although we oBered two 
ibp one, they were unwilling to barter. It was 
therefore determined to castrate them; and being 
desirous of ascertaining the best method of per- 
forming this operation, two were gelded in the 
usual manner, while one of the natives tried the 
experiment in ths Indian way, without tying 
the string of the stone (which he assured us was 
much the better plan) and careiblly scraping the 
String clean and separating it ftom the adjoining 
yeins before cutting it. All the horses recovered; 
but we afterwards (bund that those on which the 
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Indian mode had been tried, although they bled 
more profueely at first, neither swell nor appear 
to enSer as much at) the others, and recovered 
eooner, bo that we are fully persuaded that the 
Indian method is preferable to our own. 

May 15. — Ae we shall now be uompelied to pass 
some time in this neighbourhood, a number of 
hunters were sent in different directions, and the 
rest were employed in completing the camp. 
From this labour we, however, exempted five of 
the men, two of whom are aiflicted with colic, 
and the others complain of violent pains in tbe 
head, all which are occasioned, we presome, by 
the diet of roots, to which they have recently been 
confined. We secured tbe baggage with a shelter 
of grass, and made a, kind of bower of the under 
part of an old sail, the leathern tent being now 
too rotten ibr use, while the men formed very 
comfortable hnta in the shape of the awning of a 
■Wftgon, by means of Tvillow poles and grass. 
Tunnachemootoolt and hie young men left ns this 
morning on their way home; and soon after we 
were visited by a party of fonrteen Indians on 
horseback, armed with bows and arrows goingon 
a hunting excursion. Tbe chier game is the deer, 
and whenever the ground will permit, the favour- 
ite hunt Is on horseback; but in the woodlands, 
where tliis is impracticable, they make use of a 
decoy. This consists of the skin of the head and 
upper part of the neck of a deer, kept in its natu- 
ral shape by a frame of small sticks on the inside. 
As 80on as the hunter perceives a deer be conceals 
himself, and with his hand moves the decoy so as 
to represent a real deer in the act of feeding, 
which is done so naturally that the game is se- 
duced within reach of their arrows. 

We also exercised our horses by driving them to- 
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gether, so ae to accuatom them to each other, and 
incline them tlie lesa to separate. The next morn- 
ing, 

Friday 16, an Indian retamed with one of them, 
which had strayed away iti tlie night to a con- 
siderable distance, aa instance of integrity and 
kindnees by no means Eingnlar among the Clio- 
punnJHh. Hobaatilpilp, with the rest of tlie na- 
tives left na to-day. The hunters who have ae yet 
come in, brought nothing, except a few pheaBante, 
BO that we etiU place our chief reliance on the 
mush made of roots (among these the cowa and 
the quamash are the principal) with which we nee 
a amall onion, which growa in great abundance, 
and which corrects any bad effects they may have 
on the stomach. The cows and quamash, par- 
ticularly, incline to produce flatulency, to obviate 
which we employ a kiod of ftnnel, called by the 
Shoshonees, yearhah, reaembling aniseed in flav- 
our, and a very agreeable food. 

In the course of the day two other hunters 
brought in a deer. The game they said was 
Bcarce ; but they hod wounded three bear as white 
as sheep. The last hiintera who had left na yes- 
terday, also came in to-night, with information, 
that at the distance of five or six miles, they at- 
tempted to cross Collins's creek, on the other side, 
where game is most abundant, but that they 
could not ibrd it with their horses, on account of 
its depth, and the rapidity of the current. 

Saturday, IT.— It rained during the greater part 
of the night, and our flimsy covering being in- 
aufficient for our protection, we lay in the water 
most of the time. What waa more unlucky, our 
chronometer became wet, and, in conaequenoe, 
somewhat rnsty, but by care we hope to restore 
it. The rajn continued nearly the whole day, 
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while OD the high plains the snow is falling, and 
aireadj two or three inches in depth. The bad 
weather couhned ue tu the eamp and kept the 
Indians from us, eo that for the first time since we 
left the narrowB of the Colutabia, a daj baa 
parsed without our being visited by any of the 

The conntry along the Roeky monntains for 
iieveral hundred miles in length and about fifty 
wide, is a high levtl jilain; iii all its parts ex- 
tremely fertile, and in many places covered with s 
growth of tall long-lea&d pine. This plain is 
chiefly interrupted near the streams of water, 
where thi hills are ste«p and lolly ; but the soil is 
good, being ttmncnmbered by mach atone, and 
poseesseti more timber than the level coantry. 
Under shelter of these hiUa, the bottom lands skirt 
the margin of the rivers, and though narrow and 
confined, are sl^l fertile and rarely inundated. 
Nearly the whole of this wide spread tract is cov- 
ered with a profusion of grass and plants, which 
are at this time as high as the knee. Among 
these are a variety of esculent plants and roots, 
acqaired without much difficulty, and yielding not 
only a nutritious, but a very agreeable food. The 
air is pure and dry, the climate quite as mild, if 
not milder, than the eame parallels of latitude in 
the Atlantic states, and must be equally healthy, 
for all the disorders which we have witnessed, 
may fairly be imputed more to the nature of 
the diet than to any iiiteniperauce of climate. 
This general observation is of coume to be quali- 
fied, since in the same tract of country, the de- 
grees of the combination of Iieat and cold obey the 
influence of situation. Thus the rains of the low 
grounds near our camp, are snowa in the high 
plains, and while the sun shines with intenae heat 
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fai the confined liottoms, the plains enjoy a mucb 
colder air, and the vegeta.tion is retarded at leaet 
fifteen da;», while at the foot of the mountainB 
the BHOwa ore still manj ftet in depth; ho that 
within twenty miles of our eamp we observe the 
rigours of winter uold, the cool air of spring, and 
the opprestiive heat of midsummer. Even on the 
plains, however, where the snow has ikllen, it 
Beema to do but little injury to the groBS and 
otherpiante, which, though apparently tender and 
BnBCeptible, are still blooTuing. at tlie height of 
nearly eighteen inches through the buow. In 
short, this district affords many advanta^ies to 
settlers, and if properly cultivated, would yield 
every object necessary for the subsistence andci 
fort of civilized man. 

The Chopunuidh themaelvea ore in general stoat, ] 
well fbrmed, and active; they have high, and J 
many of them aquiline noses, and the general | 
appearance of tlie face is cheerful and agreeably J 
though without any indication of gaiety an4 
mirth. Like most of th« Indians they extract 
their beards; but the women only plui\k the hair 
from the rest of tie body. That of the men ia 
very often aufferad to grow, nor does there appear 
to be any natural deficiency in that respect ; for 
■we observe several men, who, if they had adopted 
the practice of shaving, would have been oe well 
supplied as ourselvea. The dress of both seies 
resembles that of the Shoahonees, and consists of 
a long shirt reaching to the thigh, leggings as 
high as the walnt, moccasins and robes, all of 
which are formed of ekina. 

Their ornaments are beads, shells, and pieces of 

brasa attached to difierent ports of tlie dress, or 

tied round the arms, neck, wrists, and over the 

■houldcrs : to these are added pearls and beads, 
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muipcndcd from tbe ears, and a angle shell oT 
nampani thrcogb ihe soee. The bead-dresa o( 
the men U a bandenn cff fox or ott«r ekiii. oiilier 
with or without Sie fiir, and Ponwtim«e an oma- 
taeat ia tied to a plait of hair, falling from the 
crown of the h«ad: that of tbe women is a cap 
withont rim, formed of hes-r gTa«« and cedar 
bark; while the hair ifcjelf, of both Kext», fall* in 
two rowB down the front of the body. Cnllare of 
bears' claws arc ako common, lint the personal 
ornament moHt esteemed is a eort of breastplate, 
formed of a Ktrip ol' otter ekin, ali inches wide, 
cut out of the whole length of the bock of tbe 
animal, including the bead; this being dressed 
with tbe hair on, a hole is made at tb^ npper end, 
tiirougb which the head of the wearer is placed, 
and tJie ekin hangs iu Iront with liie tail reaching 
below the knee, and ornamented with pieces of 
pearl, red clotb, and wampum; or, in short, any 
other fencilhl decoration. Tippets alao are occa- 
sionally worn. That of Hoba«tilpiip waa formed 
of human scalps, and adorned with the thumbs 
and lingers of several men silain by him in battle. 
Tbe ChopunniBh are among the most amiable 
men we have seen. Tbeir character is placid and 
gentle, rarely moved into paasion, yet not often 
enlivened by gaiety. Their amusementa consist in 
running races, shooting with arrows at a target, 
and they partuke of the threat and prevailing vice 
of gambling. They ftre, however, by no means so 
much attached to baublei as the generality of 
Indians, but are auxiouH to obtain articles of 
utility, such as knives, tomahawks, kettles, blan- 
kets, and awls for moccasins. They have also 
suffered so much from the superiority of their ene- 
mies, that tbey are equally desirous of procuring 
, which they are gradnally 
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acquiring, for the band ofTunnachemootoolthave 
already eii gaaa, which they acquired from the 
Minnetareee. 

The ChopunniBh bury their dead in BepnlchreB, 
formed of boards, constructed like the roof of a 
house. The body is rolled in skins aad laid one 
over another, separated by a board only, both 
above and below. We have Eom^timea seen their 
dead buried in wooden boxes, and rolled in skiiM 
in the manner above mentioned. They sacrifice 
their horses, canoea, and every other apeciea of 
property to their dead; the bonea of many horeea 
are seen lying round their eepulthres. 

Among the reptiles common to this country are 
the two species of innocent snakea already de- 
scribed, and the rattlesnake, which last is of the 
aame species as that of the Slissouri, and though 
abundant here, is the only poisonous snake we 
have seen between the Pacific and the Missouri. 
Besides these there are the common black lizard 
and horned liiard. Of frogs there are several 
kinds, such as the small green tree A-ng, the small 
fi'og common in the United States, which sings in 
the spring of the year, a species of frog frequent- 
ing the water, much larger than the bull-frog, and 
In shape between the delicate length of the bull- 
frog, and the shorter and less gracet^il forra of the 
toad like; the last of which, however, its body is 
covered with little pustules, or lumjia: we have 
never heard it make a noise of any kind. Neither 
the toad bull-frog; ttie moccasin-snake, nor the 
copperhead-snake are to be found here. Captn.in 
Lewis killed a snake near the camp three Ibet and 
eleven inches in length, and much the colour of the 
rattlesuEike. There was no poisonous tooth to be 
found. It had two hundred and eighteen scnta on 
the abdomen, and fltty-nine sqnama or half-fbrmed 
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■CDta on the tail. The eje was of a moderate 
Hixe: the iris of a dark: jellowish brown, and the 
pupil black. There was notliing remorkuble iu the 
form of the bead, which was uot eo wide across 
the jaws as that of the polaonouB cla^a ol'enakes 
Dsually are. 

There is a, species of lisard, whieh we have called 
the homed lizard, abottt the size and inueh resem- 
biing in figure the ordinary black lizard. Tho 
bell/ ia, notwithstaoding, broader, the tail 
shorter, and the action much slower than the 
ordiuary lixard. It crawls like the toad, is of a 
brown colour, and interapersed with yellowish 
brown epots; it ia covered with minute ahella, 
interHperaed with little homy projections like 
prieklen on the upper part of the body. The belly 
and throat resemble the frogs, and are of a light 
yellowieh brown. The edge of the belly ia regu- 
larly beaet with these homy projeeliona, which 
give to those edges a serrate figure ; the eye m 
small and of a daj'k colour. Above and behind 
the ey«8 are several projections of the bone, which 
being armed at the extremitjea with a, firm black 
substance, having the appearance of homs sprout- 
ing from the head, has induced us to call it the 
horned lizard. These animals are found in great 
abundance in the sandy parte of the pliuns, and 
aft«r a shower of rain are seen basking in the sim. 
For the greateat part of the time they are con- 
cealed in holes. They are found in great numbers 
on the banks of the Missouri, and in the plains 
through which we have passed above the Wolla- 
wollahs. 

Most of the insects common to the United States 
are seen in this country; such as the butterfiy, the 
1 housefly, the blowingHy, the horsefly, 
□ne species of it, the gold-coloured earfly. 
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the place of wbiub ie eupplied by a, fly of a brown 
colour, whieli attacbee iteiell' to the same part of 
the horse, and ie equally troublesoiue. There are 
likewise nearly all the rarietiea of beetles knowa 
in the Atlantic etatee, except the large cow beetle, 
and the blatk beetle, commonly called the tumble- 
bug. Neither the hornet, the wasp, nor Lhe yel- 
lowjacket inhabit this part of the country, bat 
there U aii insect resembling the last of these, 
though much larger, which is very numerous, par- 
ticularly in the Ilocky monntains and on ths 
waters of the Columbia; the body and abdomen 
are yellow, with transverse circles of black, tha 
head black, and the wings, which are four i:i num- 
ber, of adark brown colour: their nests are built 
in the ground, and resemble that of the hornet, 
with an outer covering to the comb. These in- 
eecta are fierce, and sting rery severely, so that we 
found them very troublesome in (tightening our 
horses as we passed the mountains. The silk- 
worm is also found here, as well as the humble- 
bee, though the honey-bee is not. 

Afiiy If^. Twelve hunters eet out this morning 
after the bear, which are now our chief depen- 
dence ; but as they are now ferocious, the hunters 
henceforward never go except in paire. i^oouafter 
they left us, a party of Chopunnish erected a hut 
on the opposite side of the river in order to watch 
the salmon, which is expected to arrive every 
day. For this purpose they have contjtructed 
with sticks, a kind of wharf, projecting about ten 
feet into the river, and three feet above its aurfflce, 
on the eitremity of which one of the fishermen 
exercised himself with s. scooping net, similar to 
that used in our country; but after several houra 
labour he was still unaucceesful. In the course of 
the morning three Indians called at our camp and 
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told us that thej had been hunting near the plate 
where we met the Chopuuniuh laet autumn, aod 
which is called bj thera the quamash grounds, but 
after roanuDg about for several days hod killed 
nothing. We gave them a email piere of meat, 
which they said they would ke^p for their email 
children, which they said were very hungry, and 
then, after smoking, took leave of ub. Some of 
our hunters returned almost equally nnsuccessftil. 
They had gone over the whole country hetween 
CoUins's creek and the Kooskooskee, to their junc- 
tion, at the distance of ten miles, without seeing 
either a deer or bear, and at last brought in a 
single hawk and a ealmon dropped by an eagle. 
This last waa not in itself considerable, but gave 
as hopes of soon seeing' that fish in the river, an 
event which we ardently desire, ibr thongh the 
rapid rise of the river denotes a great decrease of 
snow on the mountaine, yet we shall not be able 
to leave our camp for some time. 

Monthly, lii.— After a cold rainy night, during a 
greater part of which we lay in the water, the 
weather became fair, and we then sent some men 
to a village above a», ou the opposite side, to 
purchase some roots. They carried with them for 
this purpose a smalt collection of awls, knitting 
pins, and armbands, with which they obtained 
severai buehela of the root of cows, and some 
brettd of the same material. They were followed 
too by a train of invalids from the village, who 
came to oak for our AEsistance. The men were 
generally aiiiicted with aore eyes, but the women 
had besides this a variety of other disorders, 
chiefly rheumatic, a violent pain and weakness in 
the loins, which is a common complaint among 
the females, and one of them seemed much de- 
jected, and OiB we thought, Ctom the account of 
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her disease, hysterical. We gave her thirty drops 
of laudanum, and aJter &diDi&istering eye-water 
and rubbing the rheumatic patienta with volatile 
Unimeat, and giving cathArtica to othera, they all 
thought themselves much relieved, and returned 
highly aatisfied to the village. We were fortunate 
enough to retake one of the horeee on which we 
croaaed the Bocky niountojns in the autumn, and 
which had become almost wild siince that time. 

Tueftil.iy, 20, — Again it rained during the night, 
and the greater part of tbia day. Our hunteni 
were out in different directions, but though they 
flaw a bear and a deer or two, they only killed 
one of the latter, whieh proved to be of the mule- 
deer epecieH. The next day, 

Wednvaday j!l, finding the rain still continue we 
left our ragged sail tent, and formed a hut with 
willow poles and graae. The rest of the men were 
occupied in building a canoe for present use, as the 
Indians promise to give ua a horse for it when we 
leave them. We received nothing ti-om ourhuuters 
except a single sandhill crane, which are very 
abundant in thie neighbourhood, and consumed at 
dinner the last morael of meat which we have. 
As there now eeems but little probability of our 
procuring a stock of dried meat, and the fiijh is as 
jet an uncertain resource, we made a division of 
all our stock of merchandise, bo as to enable the 
men to purchase a store of roots and bread for 
the mountains. We might ourselves collect those 
roots, but as there are several species of hemlock 
growing among the cowa, and difficult to be dis- 
tinguished from that plant, we are afraid to suffer 
the uieii to collect them, lest the party might be 
poisoned by mistaking them. On parcelling out 
the stores, the stock of each man was found to 
consist of only one awl and one knitting.pin, half 
123 



r 



LEWIS AND CLABK'S EXPEDITION 

an ounce of yermillion, two ueedlee, a few akeina 
of thread, aud about a yard of ribbon— a alender 
means of bartering for our eubaistence; bat the 
men have been now bo much acenstomed to pri- 
vatione, that neither the want of meat, nor the 
scanty ftinda of tlie party, escite the least anxiety 
among them. 

Tbnradaj, 22. — We arailed onreelTea of the fkir 
weather to dry our baggage and store of roots, 
and being still without meat, killed one of our 
colts, intending to reaeiTe the other three for the 
mountains. In the aft*moon we were amused by 
a large party of Indiana, ou the opposite side of 
the river, hunting on horseback. After riding at 
fliU speed down the steep hills, tiey at last drove 
the deer into the river, where we shot it, and two 
Indians immediately puniued it on a rait, and 
took it. Several hunters, who had gone to a con- 
siderable distance near the mountains, returned 
with five deer. They ha/i purchased also two red 
salmon trout, which the Indians say remain in 
this river during the greater part of the winter, 
but are not good at this season, as it in faet ap- 
peared, for they were very meagre. The salmon, 
we understand, are now arrived at no great dis- 
tance, in Lewis's river, but some days will yet 
elapse before they come up to this place, Tliia, as 
well as the scarcity of game, made us wish to 
remove lower down; but on esamination we 
found that there was no place in that direction 
calculated for a camp, and therefore resolved to 
remain in oar present position. Some nneasinees 
has Ijeen excited by a report, that two nights ago 
aparty of Shoshoneeshad surrounded a Cbopun- 
nish house, on the south side of Lewis's river, but 
the inhabitants having discovered their intentions, 
had escaped without injury 
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Fridnj, ^.9.— The hunters were sent out to xaake^ 
Bk last effort to procure proYieiona, but alter ei- 
amining the whole country between Colline's creek 
and the Koo«koo!<kee, the; round nothing exc^pta 
fbw pbeaHBUta of the dark brown kind. In the 
meantime we were visited by four Indians who 
bad come i^om a village on LewiB'e river, at the 
distance of two dajs' ride, who came for the pur- 
pose of procuring a little eye-water : the extent of 
our medical ib.me m not -a. little trouhleaome, bnt 
we rejoice at any circumstance which enables u& 
to relieve these poor creatures, and therefore wil- 
lingly washed their eyes, after which they returned 

Saturday, 34. — This proved the warmest day we 
have bad since our arrival here. Some of our men 
visited the village of the Brokenarm, and ex- 
changed some awls, which they had made ofthe 
links of a email chain belonging to one of their 
Bteel traps, for a plentiflil supply of roots. 

Besides administering roedical relief to the In- 
dians, we are obliged to devote much of our time 
to the care of our own invalids. The child of Saca- 
jawea is very unwell; and with one ofthe men we 
have ventured an experiment of a very rohnst 
nature. He has boen for some time sick, hut has 
now recovered his flesh, eats heartily and digesta 
well, but has bo great a weakness in the loins 
that he cannot walk nor even sit upright without 
in. After we had in vaiu exhausted the 
if our art, one ofthe hunters mentioned 
that he had known persons in similar situations 
restored by violunt sweats, and at the request or 
the patient, we permitted the remedy to be ap- 
plied. For this purpose, a hole about four ftet 
deep and three in diameter was dug in the earth, 
and heated well by a large fire in the bottom oT 
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it The fire was then taken out, and an arch 
fbrmed over the hole by means of willow poles, 
and covered with several blankets, so aa to make 
a pert^t awning. The patient being stripped 
naked, was seated under this on a bench, with a 
piece of board for his ftet. and with a jng of 
■water sprinkled the bottom and sides of the hole, 
eo as to ke«p up as hot a st^am as he could bear. 
After remaining twentj minutes in this situation, 
he was taken out, imniediately plunged twice in 
cold water, and brought back to the hole, where 
he resumed the vapour bath. During all this time 
he drank copiousij a strong infusion of horse, 
mint, which was used as a subBtituto for the 
seneca root, which our informant said he had seen 
employed on these occasions, but of which there is 
noae in this country. At the end of three quarters 
of an hour, he was ag-aiu withdrawn fVom the 
hole, carefully wrapped, and suffered to cool grad- 
ually. This operation was performed yesterday, 
and this morning he walked about, and is nearly 
free from pain. About eleven o'clock a canoe ar- 
rived with three Indiana, one of whom was the 
poor creature who had lost the use of his limbs, 
and for whose recovery the natives seem very 
aniious, as he is a chief of considerable rank 
among them. His situation is beyond the reach of 
our skill. He complains of no pain in any peculiar 
limb, and we therefore think his disorder cannot 
be rheumatic, as his limbs would have been more 
diminished if his disease had been a paralytic af- 
f^tjon. We had already ascribed it to his diet of 
roots, and had recommended his living on Ssh and 
flesh, and using the cold bath every morning, with 
a dose of cream of tartar, or flowers of sulphur, 
every third day. These prescriptions seem to have 
been of little avail, but as he thinks himself some- 
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-what better for them, we ■concealed our ignoraaM 
bj E^^ing him a feiv drape of laudanurn and ft 
little portable soup, with a promise of en-eating 
him, as we had done our own man. On attempt- 
ing it however, in the morning, 

Sunday 25, we found tiiat he was too weak to 
Bit up or be supported in the hole: we therefore 
told the Indians that we knew of no other remedy 
except fVequent perspirations in their own sweat- 
houseE, accompanied by drinking large quantities 
of the decoction of horsemint, which we pointe* 
out to them. Three hunters set out to hunt t*~ 
wards the CJuamash flats if they could pass Col- 
lins'a creek. Others eroased the river for the same 
purpose, and one of the men was sent to a villag* 
on the opposite side, about eight miles above na. 
Nearly all the iohabitonte were either hunting, 
digging roots, or fishing in Lewis's river. IVom 
which they hod brought several fine salmon. !■ 
the course of the day, some of our hunten 
wounded a fiimale bear with two cube, one sC 
which was white and the other perfectly black. 

The Indians who accompianied the aick chief ar© 
so anxious for hi^ safety that they remained wibk 
ua all night, and in tJie morning, 

Monday 26, when we gave him some cream af j 
tartar, and portable soup, with directions bow -U^ 1 
treat him, tiey still lingered about us in hopes i 
might do something eSk;tual, though we deeireA 
them to take him home. 

The hunters sent out yesterday returned witk 
Hohastilpilp, and a number of inft^rior ehieli) an4 
warriors. They had passed Commearp creek ak 
the distance of one and a half miles, and a larger 
creek three miles beyond; they then went on Ml 
they were stopped by a large creek ten milH 
above our camp, and finding it too deep and rapM 
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to pass, they returned home. On their way, they 
«topped at a vitiate fi>ur miles up the eecood 
«feek, which we have never visited, and where 
they purchased bread and roots on very moderate 
terms ; an article of intelligence very pleasing at 
the present moment, when our stock of meat la 
Again eihansted. We have however still agreeable 
prospects, for the river ia rising fast, aa the snows 
Tiflibly diminiBb, and we saw a salmon in the 
river to-day. We also completed our canoe. 

Tuesday 27. The horse which the Indians gave 
ma §ome time ago, had gone astray; but in our 
present deartli of provisions ive searched for him 
And Itilled him. Observing that we were in want 
«f food, Hohastilpilp informed us that moat of the 
koraes which we saw running at large belonged 
tio him or bia people, and requested that whenever 
we wished any meat we would make ue^ of them 
without restraint. We have, indeed, on morethan 
«ne occasion, had to admire the generosity of this 
Indian, whose conduct preaents a model of what 
la due to strangers in distress, A party was sent 
to the village discovered yesterday, and returned 
with a large supply of br^ad and roots. Sergeant 
■Ordway and two men were also despatched to 
Lewis's river, about half a day's ride to the south, 
where we expect to obtain salmon, which are said 
to be very abundant at that place. The three 
men who had attempted to go to the (Juamash 
flats, returned with five deer; but although they 
had proceeded some distance up Collins'a creek, it 
«ontinufd too deep for them to cross. The In- 
dianii who accompanied the chief, were so anxiona 
to have the operation of sweating him performed 
>ader our inspection, that we determined to 
Ratify them by making; a second attempt. The 
ftale was therefore enlarged, and thefkther of the 
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chief, a verj good looking- old mau, went in wltk 
him, and held him in a. proper position. This 
strung evidence of feelin;;' in direetly opposite to 
the received opiniona of the insenuibiiit; of eav- 
agea, nor are we lesB atruck bj the kindneas and 
attention paid to the sick man hy those tvho are 
uncoanected with him, which are the more sur- 
priaing, tta the long illnesa. of three years might be 
BuppoBBd to exhauat their ejmpalhy. We could 
not produea aa complete a perspiration aa we do- 
aired, and after he was taken out, he complained 
of suffering coDHiderable pain, which we relieved 
with a few drops of laudanum, and he then rested 
well. The next morning, 

Wednesday 28, he was able to use his arms, and 
ftels better than he haa done for many months, 
and sat up during the greater part of the day. 

We sent to the village of Tunnaciemootolt for 
bread and roots, and a party of hunters set out 
to hunt up a creek, about eight miles above us. 
In the evening, another party, who had been so 
fortunate as to flud a ford across Collins's creekr 
returned f^om the (juamash flats with eight deer, 
of which they saw great numbers, though there 
were but few bears. Having now a tolerable 
Bt«ck of meat, we were oceupied during the fol- 
lowing day, 

Tbamdtiy 29, in various engagements in the 
camp. The Indian chief is still rapidly recovering, 
and for the first time during the last twelve 
months, had strength enough to wash his tiice. 
We had intended to repeat the aweating to-day,, 
hut ae the weather was cloudy, with occasional 
rain, we declined it. This operation, though vio- 
lent, seems highly efficacious; fur our own man, 
on whom the eiperiment waa first made, is re- 
eoyering hla strength very fu^t, and the restorer 
Vol. lU.— 9 l:i9 
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Han of the chief is 'wonderlbl. He continued to 
improve, and oa the following day, 

Friday 30, after a rerj violent eweating, waa 
able to more one of hie l-ega and thighs, and some 
•f his toes ; the fingers and arms Iwing almost en- 
tirely restored to their former strength. Partiea 
'vere sent out as ueual to hunt and trade with 
Ifea Indians. Among others, two of the men who 
tad not yet exchanged their stock of merchandise 
for root^i crossed the river for that purpose, in 
•nr boat. But as they reached the opposite shore, 
the violence of the current drove the boat broad- 
aide against some trees, and she immediately filled 
and went to the hottom. With difficulty one of 
tbe men was saved, but the boat itself, with three 
fclaoketa, a blaaket>«oat, and their small pittance 
•f merchandise, were irrevocably lost. 

Saturday, 32.— Two men visited the Indian vil- 
lage, where they purchased a dressed bear skin, of 
« uniform pale reddish brown colour, which the^ 
Indians called yackah in contradistinction to hoh- 
host, or the white bear. This remark induced us 
to inquire more particularly into their opinions as 
to the several species of bears ; and we therefore 
produced all the skins of that animal which we 
had killed at tiiia place, and also one very nearly 
white, which we had purchased. The natives im- 
mediately classed the white, the deep ajid the pale 
grizzly red, the grizzly dark brown, in short, all 
those with the extremities of the hair of a white 
or frosty colour, without regard to the colour of 
the ground of the foil, under the name of hohhost. 
They assured us, that they were all of the same 
■pecies with the white bear; that they associated 
together, had longer nails than the others, and 
merer climbed trees. On the other hand, the hlack 
Aias, those which were black, with a number of 
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entire white hairs intermixed, or with a white 
breast, the uniform bay, the brown, and light red- 
dish brown, were ranged under the claea yackkah, 
and were eaid to resentbie each other in l)eing 
emoller, and having shorter nails than the white 
bear, in climbing treea, and t)eing bo httle vicious 
that they could be pursu-ed witi saftty. This dis- 
tinction of the Indiana seema to be well founded, 
and we are inclined to believe, 

First, That the white or griEily bear of this 
neigbbourbood form a distinct epecieH, which 
moreover is the same with those of the same col- 
our on the opper part of the MisBonri, where the 
other Bpecies are not found. 

Second, That the black and reddish brown, Ae^ 
is a second species, equally distinct ftom the white 
bear of this country, as fi-om the black bear of the 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans, which two last seem 
to form only one species. The common black bear 
are indeed unknown in this country; for the bear 
of which we are speaking-, though in most respecta 
similar, differs fVom it in having much finer, 
thicker, and longer hair, with a greater propor- 
tion of fur mixed with it, and also in having a 
variety of colours, while the common black bear 
has DO intermixture or change of colour, but is oC 
a uniform black. 

In the course of the day the natives brought us 
another of our ori^al stock of horses, of which 
we have now recovered all except two, and those, 
we are informed, were taken back by our Shosho- 
cee guide, when he returned home. They amount 
to sixty-five, and most of them fine strong active 
horses, in excellent order. 

SmiJaji; Juae 1. — Two of our men who had been 

up the river to trade with the Indians, returned 

quite unsuccessful. Nearly opposite to the village, 
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their horse fell with bia load, down a steep cliS*. 
Into the river, across whicli he swam. An Indian 
on the opposite side, droTe him back to them, but 
In croeeing moat of the articles were lost, and the 
paint melted. UnderBtanding their Intentions, the 
Indians attempted to come over to them, but hav- 
ing no canoe, were obliged to use a raft, which 
atmck on a rocli, upset, and the whole atore of 
rootsand bread were destroyed. This fhilnre com- 
pletely exhaustM onr stocli of merchandise; bnt 
the remembrance of whot we euSered from cold 
and hanger during the passage of the Rockj 
mountains, makes us anxious to increase our 
means of subsistence and comfort when we again 
encounter the same inconvenience. We therefore 
created a new fund, hj cutting off the bnttons 
ftom our clothes, preparing some eye-water, and 
bosilicon, to which were added some viale, and 
«mall tin boies, in which we had once kept phos- 
pboruB. With this cargo two men set out in the 
morning, 

MonOaj 3, to trade, and brought home three 
bnahela of roots and aoine bread, which, in our 
rituation, was as importaot as the return of an 
East India ship. In the meantime, several hunters 
■went across CoUins's creek to hunt on the (Jua- 
maah grounds, and the Indians informed us that 
there were great quautitiea of moose to the south- 
east of the east branch of Lewis's river, which 
they tall the Tommanamah. We had lately heard 
that some Indians who reside at some distance, 
on the south side of the Kootikooakee, are in pos- 
aeasion of two tomahawks, one of which was left 
at our camp at Musqnitoe creek, the other had 
been stolen whOe we were encamped at the Cho- 
punnish last autumn. This laat we were anxious 
to obtain, in order to give to the relations of onr 
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trafbrtunate companion, serReant Floyd, to whom 
it once belonged. We tlierefcire sent Drewyer yes- 
terday with Neesbnepahkeeook and Hohastilpilp, 
the two chiefs, to dema,nd it. On their arrival, It 
aeeraed that the present owner, who had pur- ' 
chased it from the thief, was himselfat the point ^ 
of death ; KO that his relations were unwilling to 
give it up, as they meant to bury it in the grave 
with the deeeaaed. But the inflnenc« of Neeehne- 
pahkeeook at length auccceded ; and they c 
sented to surrender the tomahawli on receiving 
two strands of beads and a handkerchief, from ( 
Drewyer, and from each of the chiefs a ho 
be killed at the fiineral of the deceased, according 
to the enstoin of the country. 

Soon after their return, sergeant Ordway and 
hia party, for whose saibty we had now become 
extremely aniiiouH, came home from Lewis's river, 
with some roots of cows and seventeen salmon. 
The distance, however, from which they were 
brought, was ho great, that most of them were 
nearly spoiled ; but such aa continued sound, ' 
were estremely delicious, the fleah being of a fine*' 
rose colour, with a araall mixture of yellow, and ea '' 
fat that they were cooked very well without the 
addition of any oil or greaae. 

When they set out on the 37th, they had hoped 
to reach the salmon fishery in the course of that 
day, but the route by which the guides led them 
waa BO cirenitouB, that th-ey rode aeventy miles 
before they reached their place of destination, in 
the evening of the twenty-ninth. After going for 
twenty miles up the Commearp creek, through an 
open plain, broken only by the hilis and timber 
along the creek, they then entered a high, irregu- 
lar, mountainous country, the soil of which was 
fertile, and well supplied with pine. Without 
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stopping to hunt, although they saw great quan- 
tities of deer, and bo me of the bighorn, they 
hastened fur thirty mjlee across this district to the 
Tommanamoh, or east branch of Lewis's river; 
and not finding any salmon, descended that 
stream for twenty miles, to the fishery at a short 
distance below its junction with the south brancli. 
Both these forks appear to come froni or enter a 
mountainous country. The Toramaaamah itself, 
the; said, was about one hundred and fifty yards 
wide; its banks, for the most part, formed of 
Holid perpendicular rocks, rising to a great height, 
and as they parsed along some of its hills, they 
found that the snow had not yet disappeared, and 
the grass was just springing up. During its whol» 
course it preBent«d one continued rapid, till at the 
fishery itself, where the river widens to the Bpa»» 
of two hundred yards, the rapid is nearly as con- 
siderable as at the gre&t rapids of the Columbia. 
Here the Indians have erected a large house of 
split timber, one hundred and fifty feet long, and 
thirty-five wide, with a flat roof; and at this 
season is much resorted to by the men, while the 
women are employed in collecting roots. After 
remaining a day, and purchasing some fish, they 
returned home. 

Tiieaday, 3.— Finding that the salmon has not 
yet appeared along the shares, as the Indians as- 
sured US they would in. a few days, and that all 
the salmon which they themselves use, are ob- 
tained from Lewis's river, we begin to lose our 
hopas of subsisting on them. We are too poor, 
and at too great a distance ft-oni Lewis's river, to 
purchase fish at that place, and it is not probable 
that the riyer will fall sufficiently to take them 
before we leave this place. Our Indian friends 
Bent an express to-day over 1 
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TraTeller'B-rest, in order to procure intelligence 
from the OotiaahootB, a band of Flatheade who 
have wintered on the ea«-t side of the mountains, 
and the same band which we Bret met on that 
rirer. As the route was deemed practicable for 
this expreBS, we also proposed setting out, but the 
Indians dissuaded us ttoia attempting it, as many 
of the creeks, they said, were etill too deep to be 
forded ; the roade very deep and elippery, and no 
grasB as yet for our horaes ; but in twelve or four- 
teen daya w^e shall no longer meet with the same 
cbstaclea ; we therefore determined to set out in a 
ftw daya for the (iuaniaeh flats, in order to lay in 
a store of provisions, so as to cross the moun- 
tains about the middle of the month. 

For the two following days we continued hunt- 
ing In onr own neighbourhood, and by means of 
our own exertions, and trading with the Indiana 
for trifling articles, succeeded in procuring as much 
bread and roots, besides other food, as will enable 
TW to subsist during the passage of the mountains. 
The old ehief in the meantime gradually recovered 
the use of his Urabs, and our own man was 
nearly restored to his fbrmer health. The Indiana 
"Who had been with na, now returned, and invited 
iia to their village on the following day, 

Friihiy, June 6, to give us their final answer to 
a number of proposals which we had made to 
them, Neeshnepahkeeook then informed us, that 
they could not accompany us, as we wished, to 
the Miasouri ; but that in the latter end of the 
snnuner they meant to cross the mountain and 
spend the winter to the eastward. We had also 
requested some of their young men to go with na, 
8o as to effect a reconciliation between them and 
the Pahkeea, in case we should meet theae last. 
He auBwered, that eonieof their young men would 
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go with U8, but they were not selected for that 
purpoae, nor could they be until a general meeting 
of the whole nation, Tvho were to meet in the 
plain on Lewis's river, at the head of Commearp. 
Thia meeting would t«ke place in ten or twelve 
daya, and if we aet out before that time, the 
young men should folloir ua. We therefore depend 
but little on their aHsietan^re aa guides, but hope 
to engage for that purpose, name of the Ootlo- 
ehoots near Traveller's- rest creek. Soon after thia 
communication, which "wae followed by a present 
of dried quamaah, we were viaited by Uohaetilpilp 
and several others, among whom were the two 
young chiefs who had given ua horses some time 
ago. 
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3Bie party mlos^e In ihe dlverslnas at the Wlllotpoa Indl 
tribe hllherW unnoticed— Tliair ]o7 oQ thB prospect of a 
— Description of IBo vegetables growlne on tfte Bonfey 
Wins— Various preparations made to resume their Joui 
■ Ttie pajty set out, and arrive at Hungry creek—Ttie s 
aod desponillaii dlUlculclen that obatrurwa i 
Tbey are compelled to return, and tv wait fur i EUlde acron 
tta mounlolna— TbBlr dlstrts) (or want or provlalong— Tbtif 
TOOlVB to retorn to tbe Quunanti Huts— Tbey are at laM m> 

, tortunate u to procure Indian guides, wltb wboui Ibej resume 
Uielr Journey lo the tails at tha ill>«uurl— The danger otllie 
rente dcecrlbed-THeIr soarclly ot ]>roviiilDna, and Cbe danger 
■ol toeir Jonmey, their couree lying along tbe rtdgea ot Ibe 
mountains— DescrlptloD uf tbe wertn Hprinea, vbere tbe paity 
encamp— Tbe (onduees of tbe Iniltiuia for batblng la tbem. 

Saturday, June 7, 1806. — The two yonng chieA 
retDrned aft«r break&^ to tbeir village on Com- 
mearp creek, Bccompanied by several of our men, 
■who were eent to purchaBe ropes and bags for 
pocking, in exchange for some parts of an old 
Mine, bullets, old files, and pieces of iron. In the 
evening they returned with a fbw strings but no 
bag«. Hohastilpilp crosaed the river in the course 
of the day, and brought 'n'ith him a horee, which 
he gave one of oar men who had previously made 
him a present of a pair of Canadian shoes op 
shoepai^ke. We were all occupied in preparing 
packs and saddles for our journey ; and as we in- 
tend to visit the (juamasb flats on the tenth, In 
■order to lay in a store of provisionB for the jour- 
ney over the mountains, w-e do not suffer the men 
to disturb the game in that neighbourhood. 

Sunday, ^.— The Ontnoee visited us this morning 

vlth ten or twelve warriors : among these were 
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two belonging to a band of Cfaopnnnieh. which 
we had not jet seen, who call themeelveB Willet^ 
pOE, and reside on the Bouth side of Lewis's river. 
One of them gave a good horee, which he rode, in 
exchange for one of ours, which wa« nnable to 
croae the mountain, on receiving a tomahawk in 
addition. We were also fortunate in exchanging 
two other horeett of inferior value for others mnch 
better, without giving any thing else to the pur- 
ehafler. After these important purchases, several 
foot races were run between our men and the 
Indians: the latter, who are very active, and fond 
of these racee, proved tlieraselves very espert, and 
one of them was as fleet as our swiftest runners. 
After the races were over, the men divided them- 
selves into two parties and played prison base, an 
eiereise which we are desirous of encouraging, 
before we begin the passage over the mountains, 
OS several of them are becoming lazj from inac- 
tion. At night these games were concluded by a 
dance. One of the Indiajis informed us that we 
could not pass the mountains before the next full 
moon, or about the first of July; because, if we 
attempted it before that time, the horses would be 
forced to travel without food three days on the 
top of the mountains. This intelligence was disa- 
greeable, as it excited a doubt as to the moat 
proper time for passing the mountains; but hav- 
ing no time to lose, we are determined to risk the 
haiards, and start as soon as the Indians gener- 
ally consider it practicable, which is about the 
middle of this month. 

Monday, S.— Our success yesterday encouraged 
us to attempt to exchange some more of our 
horses, whose bo^ks were unsound, but we could 
dispose of one only. Hohastilpilp, who visited ns 
jest«rday, left ne with several Indians, for the 
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plains near Jjewis's rirer, 'n'here the 'whole nation 
about to aesembie. The Brokenarm too, with 
all hlB people, stopped on their way to the general 
rendexTOUH, at the same plaice. The Cntnose, or 
Neeehnepahkeeook, faorro'wed a borse, and rode 
■down a few miles after some joung eagles. He 
Boon returned with two of the grej kind, nearlj 
■grown, which he meant to raise for the sake of the 
ftatbere. The young chief, who some time since 
made us a present of two horecs, came with a 
party of his people, and paesed the night with ne. 
The river, which is ahout one hundred and fifty 
yards wide, has been discharging vast hodies of 
water, but notwithstanding its depth, the water 
has been nearly transparent, and its tamperature 
quite as cold ae our best springs. For eeyeral 
days, however, the river has been lulling', and is 
now six feet lower than, it has be«n, a strong 
proof that the great body of snow has left the 
mountains. It is, indeed, nearlj at the same 
height ae when we arrived here; a circumstance 
which the Indians consider as indicating the time 
when the mountains may be crossed. We shall 
■wait, however, a ffew days, because the roads 
must still be wet and slippery, and the grass on 
the mountains will be improved in a short time. 
The men are in high spirits at the prospect of set- 
ting out, and amused themselves daring the after- 
iioon with different games. 

Tuesday, 10. — After collecting our horses, which 
took much time, we set out at eleven o'clock for 
the (Juamash flats. Our stock is now very abun- 
■dant, each man being well mounted, with a small 
load on a second horse, and several supemumer* 
ary ones, in case of accident or want of food. We 
ascended the river hills, 'which are very high, and 
-three miles in extent; oar course being north 22" 
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east, and then turned to north 15° west, for two 
miles till we reached CoUinu'e creek. It is deepand 

difficult to croea, but we passed without any in- 
}urj, except wetting same of our pravieioDa, and 
then proceeded due north fur fiye miles to the 
eaetem eigu of the (^namash flat^, near where we 
Sret met the Chopunnish in the autumn. We en- 
camped on the bank of a small stream, iu a point 
of woods, bordering the extenuve level and beau- 
tiful prairie which ie interaected by several rivu- 
lete, and as the quama,ah is now in bloasom, pre- 
sents a perfk;t resemblance of lakes of clear wat«r. 

A party of Chopunuieh, who had overtaken ub 
a f^w miles above, halted for the night with us, 
and mentioned that they too bad come down to 
hunt in the flats, thougi we fear they expect that 
we will provide for them during their stay. 

The country through which we paased ia gener- 
ally free from stone, extremely fertile, and supplied 
with timber, conBisting of several species of flr, 
long-leafed pine and larch. The undergrowth m 
ehokecherry, near the water courses, and scattered 
through the country, black alder, a large apeciea 
of red root now in faloom, a plant resembling the 
pawpaw in its leaf, aad bearing a berry with five 
valvea of a deep purple colour. There were also 
two apeciea of sumac, the purple haw, seven 
bark, serviceberry, gooseberry, the honeysuckle, 
bearing a white berry, and a species of dwarf 
pine, ten or twelve feet high, which might be con- 
founded with the young pine of the long-leafed 
species, except that the former bears a cone of a 
globular form, with small scales, and that its 
leaves are in fascicles of two resembling in length 
and appearance the common pitch pine. We also 
observed two species of wild rose, both quinque- 
petalouB, both of a damaek red colour, and aimi- 
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<m; but one of tbem ie as large as the 
I rose of our gardeiiH; ita leal' too is 
Bomewbat larger than that ofthe other Hpectes or 
wild rose, and the apes, as we saw them laet 
,rear, were more than three timee the aize of the 

We (saw many sandhill cranes, and tome duckd 
ill the mareheH near our c^iup, aiid a ^reat«r 
aomber of burrowing squirrels, sorae of which we 
killed, and found them as tender and well flav- 
onred as our grey aquirrele. 

\l'e<lneetla.r, J2.— All our hunters set out by day- 
light; but ou their return to dinner, had killed 
nothing except a black tjear and two deer. Five 
of the Indians also began to hunt, but they were 
quite ungucceasful, and in the afternoon returned 
to their village. Finding tliat the game bad be- 
come shy and scarce, the hunters set out aft^r 
dinner with, orders to stay out during the night, 
and hont at a greater dietauce &001 the camp, in 
ground leiss ftequented. But the next day they 
returned with nothing except two deer. They 
were tbsrefore again sent out, and about noon the 
following day, seven of them earae in with eight 
deer out of a number, a.e well as a ttear, wbich 
they had wounded, but could not take. In the 
meantime we bad sent tv\'0 men forward about 
eight miles to a prairie on this eide of t'oUins'tt 
creek, with orders to hunt till our arrival. Two 
other hunters returned towards night, but they 
had killed only one deer, which they had hung up 
in the morning, and it hod been devoured by the 
buBiards. An Indian who bad spent the lasteven- 
iag with ue, exchanged a. horse for one of onrs. 
Which being sick, we gave a small axe and a knllb 
addition. He seemed very much pleased, and 
: out immediately to his village, le«t we should. 
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change our minda and give up tbe bargain, which 
ie perfectly allowable in Indian traffic. The hunt- 
era resumed tbe chaw Lii the tnornlng, but the 
game ia now so scarce that they killed only one 
deer. We therefore cut up and dried all the meat 
■we had collected, pa^rked up all our baggage, and 
hobbled our horseB to be In readiaesa to set out. 
But in the niorning, 

Sunday, 15, they had straggled to such a dis- 
tance, that we could not collect them without 
great difficulty, and as it rained very hard, we 
waited till it should abate. It soon, however, 
ahowed every appearance of a settled rain, and we 
therefore aet out at ten o'clock. We crossed the 
prairie at the distance of eight miles, where we 
had sent our hunterB, and found two deer which 
they had hung up for ua. Two and a half miles 
ferther, we overtook the two men at CoUins's 
creek. They had killed a third deer, and had seen 
one large and another white bear. After dining 
■we proceeded up the creek about half a mile, then 
croBsing through a high broken country for about 
■ten miles, reached an eastern branch of the same 
creek, near which we encamped in the bottom, 
after a ride of twenty-two miles. The rains dur- 
ing the day made the roods very slippery, and 
joined to the quantity of fallen timber, rendered 
our progress slow and laborious to the horses, 
many of which fell through ■without suttfering any 
injury. The country through which we passed has 
a thick growth of long-leaftd pine, with Home 
pitch-pine, larch, white-pine, white cedar or arbor- 
vitaa of large size, and a variety of firs. The 
undergrowth consists chiefly of reed root, from 
six to ten feet in height, with the other species 
already enumerated. Tbe soil is in general good, 
and has somewhat of a red caet, like those near 
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the southwest mountain in Virginia. We saw in 

the course of our ride the speckled woodpecker, 
the logeodk or large woodpecker, the bee-martin, 
and found the nest ofa bumming bird, which had 
JDst began to lay its eggs. 

Monday, 16.— ^e readilj collected our horsee, 
ftnd having taken breaktkst, proceeded at six 
o'clock up the creek, through handsome meadows 
of fine grass, and a great abundance ofquamash. 
At the distance of two miles we crossed the creek, 
and ascended a ridge in a direction towards the 
northeast. Fallen timber still obstructed ourway 
K> much, that it was eleven o'clock before we had 
jnade ecTen miles, to a. email branch of Hungry 
creek. In the hollows and on the nortli side of the 
mis targe quantities of snow still remain, in some 
places to the depth of two or three feet. Vegeta- 
tion too is proportionally retarded, the dog-tooth 
violet being just in bloorn, and the honeysuckle, 
huckleberry, and a small species of white maple, 
beginning to put forth their leaves. Theeeappear- 
onees in a part of the country comparatively low, 
are ill omens of the practicability of passing the 
mountainis. But being determined to proceed, we 
halted merely to take a hasty meal, while tbe 
horses were gracing, and then resumed our march. 
The route was tirough thick woods and over 
high hills, intersected by deep ravines ond ob- 
(rtruc(#d by fallen timber. We found much diffi- 
culty alao in following the road, the greater part 
of it being now covered with snow, which lies in 
great masses eight or tea feet deep, and would be 
impassable were it not bo firm as to bear our 
horses. E^rly in the evening we reached Hungry 
creek, at the place where captain Clark had left 
a horse for us as we passed in September, and 
finding a small glade with some grass, though not 
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enough for our horeea, we thought it better to 
halt for the night, leet by going farther we shouM 
find nothing for the horsea to eat. Hungry creek 
is small at this place, but is deep, and dtechargea 
a torrent of water, perfectly tranaparent, and 
cold as ice. During the fifleen miles of our route 
to-day, the principal timber ■was the pitch-pine, 
ivhite-pine, larch, and fir. The lung-leafed pine 
extends bnt a small distance on this side of Col- 
lins'B creek, and the whit^-cedar doee not reach 
beyond the branch of Hungry creek on which we 
diced. In the early part of the day we eaw the 
columbine, the bluebell, and the yellow flowering 
pea in bloom. There is aleo in these mountains a 
great quantity of angelica, stronger to the taatc, 
and more highly scented than that common in the 
United States. The amell is very pleaaant, and the 
natives, after drying and cntting them into small 
pieces, wear them in etringH around their 

Friday 17.— We find lately that the air ia pleas- 
ant in the course of the day, but notwithBtanding 
the shortness of the night, becomes very cold be- 
fore morning. At an early hour we collected our 
horsea, and proceeded down the creek, which we 
crossed twice with much difficulty and danger, in 
consequence of its depth and rapidity. We 
avoided two other crossings of the same kind, by 
croasing over a ateep and rocky hill. At the dis- 
tance of seven miles, the road begins the ascent of 
the raain ridges which divide the waters of the 
Chopunniah and Kooakooakee rivera. We followed 
it np a mountain for about three miles, when we 
found ouraelves enveloped in snow, from twelve to 
fifteen feet in depth, even on the south aide of the 
mountain, with the f\illeat exposure to the sun. 
The winter now presented itself in all its rigours, 
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the air was keen aad cold, no vestige of vegeUk- 
tioa waa to be Keen, aod our baniJs aad feet were 
benumbed. We halted at tiie eight of ihh nen' 
difflcultj-. We alreaily knew, that to wait till the 
eno'we ot the mountains had dissolved, bo ae to 
enable us to diatingnish the road, vould defeat 
our deeign of returning to the United States this 
season. We now fouad also that as the enow 
bore our horses very well, travelling was infinitely 
easier than it was last &.1I, when the rocks and 
iUlen timber had so muei obstructed our march. 
But it would require five daps to reach tlie fish- 
weirs at the mouth of Colt creek, even if we were 
able to follow the proper ridges of the mountaias; 
and the danger ol' miaeing our direction is exceed- 
ingly greai, while everj track is covered with 
enow. During these five days too we have no 
chance of finding either grass or underwood for 
our honies, the snow being so deep. To proceed, 
therefore, under such circumstances, would be to 
hazard our being bewildered in the mountains, to 
insure the loss of our horses, aud should we even 
be BO fortunate na to eecape with our lives. w» 
might be obliged to abandon all our papers and 
collections. It was therefore decided not to ven- 
ture any fbrtber; to deposit here ail the baggage 
and provisions, for which we had no immediate 
use, and reserving only aubsistence for a few days, 
return while our homea 'were yet strong, to some 
spot where we might live by bunting, till a guide 
could be procured to conduct us across the moun- 
t^oB. Our baggage was placed on scaiTaldH and 
carefully covered, as were also the instruments 
and papers, which we thought it saier to leave 
than to risk them over the roads and creeks by 
which we came. Havhig completed this opera- 
tion, we set out at one o 'clock, and treading back 
Vol. III.— 10 145 
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our Btepa, reached Hungry creek, which we as- 
cended for two miles, and finding some scanty 
grass, we encamped. The rain fi^ll during the 
greater part of the evening, and as thia was the 
firat time that we have ever Ijeen compelled to 
make any retrograde movement, we feared that it 
might depreas the spirits of the men; hut though 
somewhat dejected at the circumstance, the obvi- 
ous necessity precluded all repining. During the 
night our horses straggled in searcli of food to a 
considerable distance among the thick timber on 
the hill aidea, nor could we collect them till nine 
o'clock the next morning. 

Wedneednj, 15.— Two of them were however 
Btill missing, and we therefore directed two of the 
party ia remain and hunt for them. At the same 
time, we despatched Drewyer and Shannon to the 
Chopunnieh, in the plains beyond the Kooakoos- 
kee, in order to haat«n the arrival of the Indiana 
who had promised to accompany ua; or at any 
rate, to procure a guide to conduct us to Travel- 
ler' a-reat. For this purpose they took a rifle, as 
a reward to any one who would engage to con- 
duct us, with directions to increase the reward, if 
neceaaary, by an offer of two other guns, to be 
given immediately, and -ten horses, at the fklls of 
the Missouri: we thea resumed our route. In 
crossing Hungry creek, one of the horses fell, and 
rolling over with the rider, was driven for a con- 
aiderabie distance among the rocks; bnt he fortn- 
nately escaped without losing his gun or snlfering 
any injury. Another of the men was cut very 
badly, in a vein in the inner side of the leg, and 
we had great difficulty in atopping the blood. 
About one o'clock we halted for dinner at the 
glade, on a branch of Htingry creek, where we had 
dined on the IGth. Observing much track of deer, 
lie 



I 



L 



DP THE MISSOURI. 

!t two men at this place to hunt, and then 
proceeded to Collina'acreelt, where we eneamped in 
a pleasant situation, at the upper end of the 
meadows two miles aboye our encanipiiieut of the 
loth inst. The hunters were immediately sent 
out, but they returned without having killed any 
thing, though they saw eome few tracks of deer, 
yery great appearance of bear, and what ie of 
more importance, a number of what they thought 
were salmon-trout, in the creek. We therefore 
hope, by means of these fish and other game to 
subsist at this place without returning to the 
Qnamafih flata, which we are unwilling to do, 
since there are in these meadows great abundance 
of good food for our horses. 

Tbursd&y, 19. — The hunters renewed the chase 
at a Tery early hour, but they brought only a 
single fish at noon. The Sshermen were more ua- 
ancceesfui, for they caught do flsh, and broke their 
twolndiangigs. We, however, mended them with 
a sharp piece of iron, and towards evening they 
took a Btngie fish, hut inatead of finding it the 
salmon of this spring's arrival, which would of 
course have been fine, it proved to be a salmon 
trout of the red kind, which remain all winter in 
the upper parts of the rivers and creeks, and are 
generally poor at this season. In the afternoon, 
the two men who were left behind, in search of 
the horaea, returned without being able to find 
them, and the other two hunters arrived from 
Hungry creek with a couple of deer. Several large 
morels were brought in tcniay, and eateu, as we 
were now obliged to use them without either salt, 
pepper or grease, and seemed a very tasteless in- 
sipid food. Our stock of salt ia now wholly ex- 
hausted, except two quarts, which we left on the 
mountain. The mosquitoes have become very 
147 




LEWI8 AND CLARK'S EXPEDITION 

troublesome eince we arrived here, particularly In 

the evening, 

Friilnj, 3ft— The BcantiiieBa of oar BubsiatencB 
waa now such that we 'were determined to make 
one effort to ascertain if it be possible to remain 
here. The hunters therefore set out very early. 
On their retnrn in the esening, they brought one 
deer, and a brown tiear (if the Bpecies called by the 
Chopunnish yahhnr. the talona of which were re- 
markably short, broad at the base, and sharply 
pointed. It waa in bad order, and the flesh of 
bear in this Edtuation ia much inferior to lean 
venison or elk. We also caught seven trout. But 
the hunters now reported that game waa so 
aearce, and so difficult to be approached, in con- 
sectuence of thick nnderbruah and fUlen timber, 
that with their utmost psertiona, they could not 
procure us subsistence for more than one or two 
days longer. We determined, therefore, to set out 
in the morning for the (Juamaeh flats, where we 
should hear sooner from the Chopuunish on the 
flubject of our guide, and also renew our stock of 
food, which ia now nearly exhausted. Deter- 
mined, as we now are, to reach the United States, 
if possible, this winter, it would be destructive to 
wait till the snowa have melted from the road. 
The snows have formed a hard coarse bed with- 
out crust, on which the horses walk salbly with- 
out elippiug; the chief difficulty, therefore, ia to 
find the road. In thia we may be assiated by the 
circumstance, that, although, generally ten feet in 
depth, the snow has been thrown off by the thick 
and spreading branches of the trees, and from 
round the trunk : the warmth of the trunk itself, 
acquired by the reflection of the sun, or communi- 
cated by natural heat of the earth, which ia never 
frozen under these masses, has dissolved the snow 
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80 mu(^h, that immediately at tlie roots, Its depth 
■e than one or two feet. We therefore 
hope, that the marks of the baggage rubhing 
ag»iiii<t the trees, may etill be perceived, and we 
have decided, in ease the [juide cannot be pro- 
cured, that one of as ■will take three or four of 
onr most espert woodsmen, and with several of 
onr best horsee, and an. ample supply of provia- 
ions, go on two days' journey in advance, and, 
endeavour to trace the route by the marks of the 
Indian baggage on the trees, whieh they would 
then mark more distinctly, with a tomahawk. 
When they should have reached two days' journey 
beyond Hungry creek, two of the men were to be 
sent bach, to apprise the rest of their success, and 
if necessary, cause them to delay there, lest, by 
advancing too soon, they should be forced to halt 
I where no food could be obtained for the horses. 

If the trace of the baggage is too indistinct, the 
I whole party is to return to Hungry creek, and we 

will then attempt the passage by ascending the 
main southwest branch of Lewis's river through 
the country of tbeShoshoneea, over to Madison or 
Gallatin rivers. On that route, the Chopunnish 
inform us, there is a passage not obstructed by 
I enow at this period of the year. That there is 

Huch a passage, we learnt from the Shoehonees, 
I whom we first met on the east fork of Lewis's 

I river; but they also represented it aa much more 

1 difficult than that by which we came, being ob- 

I, etructed by high steep rugged mountains, folio wed 

L by an extensive plain, without either wood or 

K game, n'e are, indeed, inclined to prefer the ac- 

I count of the Shosbonees, because they would have 

W certainly recommended that route had it been bet- 

P twr than the one we have taken ; and because there 

r is a war between the Chopunnish and the Sho- 
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shoneee, who lire od that roate, the former are 
leea able to give accurate information of the atat« 
of the country. This route too, is so circuitouB, 
that it would require a month to perform it, and 
we therefore conBider it as the extreme resource. 
In hopes of soon procuring a guide to lead ua over 
a more practicable route, we collected our horseB 
at an early hour in the morning, 

Saturday, 21, and proceeded towards the flata. 
The mortiflcation of being obliged to tread hack 
our steps, rendered still more tedioua a route al- 
ways BO obstructed by brush and fallen timber, 
that it could not he passed without difficulty and 
even danger to our horses. One of these poor 
creatures wounded himself so badly in jumping 
over ftiUen logs that he was rendered unfit for use, 
and sickness has deprived us of the service of a 
second. At the pass of Collins's creek we met two 
Indians, who returned vlth us about half a mite, 
to the spot where we hod formerly slept in Sep- 
tember, and where we now halt«d to dine and let 
our horses graze. These Indians had four super- 
numerary horses, and were on their way to cross 
the mountains. They had seen Drewyer and 
Shannon, who they said would not return for two 
days. We pressed thetn to remain with us till 
that time, in order to conduct us over the moun- 
tains, to which they consented, and deposited 
their stores of roots and bread in the bushes at a 
little distance. After dinner we left three men to 
hunt till our return, and then proceeded ; but we 
had not gone ihrther than two miles when the 
Indians halted in a email prairie, where they 
promised to remain at least two nighte, if wedid 
not overtake them sooner. We leit them, and 
about seven in the evening found ourselves at the 
old encampment on the flats; and were glad to 
loO 
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find that four buitterB whom we bad sent ahead, 
had killed a deer for anpper. 

Sauday, ~. — At daylight all the hunterB aetout, 
and having chased through the whole country, 
were much more eucceesfUl than we even hoped, 
for they brought in eight deer and three bear. 
Hearing too that the BUlmon waa now abundant 
in the Kooekoaekee, we despatched a man to our 
old encampment above Collina'B creek, for the pur- 
pose of purchasing eonje with a ftw beads, which 
■were found accidentally in one of our waiatcoat 
poeketa. He did not return in the evening, nor 
had we heard from Drewyer and Shannon, who 
■we begin to ftar have had much difficulty in en- 
gaging a guide, and we w-ere equally apprehensive 
that the two Indians might set out to-morrow 
for the mountains. Early in the morning, 

Moodaj, 33, therefore, we despatched two 
banters to prevail on theni, if possible, to remain 
a day or two longer, and if they persisted in go- 
ing on, they were to accompany them with the 
three men at CoUins'a creek, and mark the route, 
aa fer as Traveller's restj where they were to re- 
main till we joined theta by pursuing the same 

Our feara for the safety of Drewyer, Shannon, 
and Whitehouae, were fortunately relieved by their 
return in the afternoon. The former brought 
three Indians, who promised to go with us to the 
&lla of the Miaeouri, for the compensation of two 
gnns. One of them ia the brother of the Cutnoae, 
and the other two had each given us a horae, at 
the house of the Iirokena,rm, and as they are men 
of good character, and respected in the nation, we 
have the beet prospect of being well served. We 
therefore Bectired our horses near the camp, and 
at an early hour next morning, 
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Taesday 24, set out on e, aecond attempt to 
cross the mountaiDB, Oa reaching CoUiua's creek, 
we found only one of our men, who iaformed us 
that a short time before bo arrived there yester- 
day, the two Indians, tired of waiting, had set 
out, and the other four of our men had accom- 
panied them as they were directed. After halting, 
we went on to Fish creek, the branch of Hungry 
creek, where we bod elept on the nineteenth in- 
stant. Here we overtook two of the party who 
had gone on with the Indians, and had now been 
fortunate enough to persuade them to wait for us. 
During their stay at Collina's creek, they bad killed 
a Hingle deer only, and of this they had been very 
liberal to the Indiana, ivhom they were prevailing 
upon to remain, ho that they were without pro- 
vifiiona, and two of them had set out for another 
branch of Hungry creek, where we shall meet 
them to-morrow. 

In the evening the Indians, in order as they said 
to bring fair weather for our journey, net fire to 
the woods. Ah these consist chiefly of tall fir 
treea, with very numerous dried branches, the 
blaze was almost instantaneous, and as the flame 
mounted to the tops of the highest trees, resem- 
bled a splendid display of fire-works. In the 
morning, 

WednesJsy, 25, one of our guides complained of 
being sick, a symptom Ijy no means pleasant, for 
sjcknesa is generally with an Indian the pretest 
for abandoning an enterprise which he dislikes. 
He promised, however, to overtake us, and we 
therefore left him with his two companions, and 
set out at an early hour. .It eleven o'clock we 
baited for dinner at the branch of Hungry creek, 
where we found our two men, who had killed 
nothing. Here too we were joined, rather nnei:- 
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^^^H pectedly by our gaides, who nois- appeared dis- 
^^^^B poaed to be faithful to their engagementJ^. The 
^^^^^^ Indian was indeed really eick, and having uo 
^^^^K other coreriug except a pair of movl^aBina and an 
^^^^H dk skin dressed withont the hair, vre supplied him 
^^^^V vitb a buffalo robe. 

^^^^t In the evening we arrived at Hungry creek, and 

^^^^V halted for the night about a mile and a half be- 

^^^^H low our encampment of the sixteenth, 

^^^^^ Tburmlsy, ,2S.— Having collected our harees, 

^^^^^ and taken breakikst, we set out at six o'clock. 

^^^^H and pnrHning our former route, at length began to 

^^^^B ascend, for the second time, the ridge of moun- 

^^^™ taioe. Near the enowy region we killed two of 

tiie small black pheasants, and one of the speckled 

pheasant. These birds generally inhabit the 

higher parts of the mountains, where they iiied on 

the leaves of pines and firs; but both of them 

seem solitary and silent birds, for we have never 

heard either of them make a noise in any situa- 

rtion, and the Indians inform us that they do not 
in flying drum or produce a whirring sound with 
their wings. On reaching the top of the moiin- 
tain, we found our deposit perfectly untouched. 
The snow in the neighbourhood has melted nearly 
four feet since the seventeenth. By measuring it 
accurately, and comparing it by a mark which we 
then made, the genera! depth we discover to have 
been ten feet ten inches, though in some places 
still greater; but at thi* time it in about seven 
feet. It required two hours to arrange our bag- 
gage and to prepare a hasty meal, after which the 
guides urged us to set ofi', as we bad a long ride 
to make betore reaching a spot where there was 
grass for our horses. We mounted, and following 
their steps, sometimes crossed abruptly steep hills, J 

Land then wonnd along their sides, near tremea- I 
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dona precipices, where, had our horsea slipped, we 
Hhonld have been lost irrwoverably. Our route 
laj on the ridgy nioun-tainu i^'hitrh separate the 
waters of tie Kooakoosltee aad Chopunniah, and 
above the heads of all the gtreams, so that we 
met no running water. The whole country was 
completely covered with enow, except that occa- 
Bionally we aaw a few square feet of earth at the 
roots of eome trees, round which the snow had 
dissolved. We passed our camp of September 18, 
and late in the evening reached the deserted spot, 
and encamped near a g:ood spring of water. It 
was on the steep side of a mountain, with no 
wood and a fkir southern aspect, from which the 
snow seems to have naelted for about tea days, 
and given place to an abundant growth of young 
grass, resembling the green sward. There is also 
another species of grass, not unlike a flag, with a 
broad succulent leaf which is confined to the upper 
parts of the bigheBt mountains. It is a favourite 
food of the horses, but at present is either covered 
with snow, or just making its appearance. There 
is a third plant peculiar to the same regions, and 
ie a species of whortleberry. There are also 
large quantities of a species ofbear-graes, which, 
though it grows luxuriantly over all these moun- 
tains, and preserves its verdure dnring the whole 
winter, is never eaten by horses. 

In the night there came to the camp a Chopun- 
oiah, who had pursued us with a view of accom- 
panying us to the Iklls of the Missouri. We now 
learnt that the two young Indians whom we had 
met on the twenty-firBt, and detained several 
days, were going merely on a party of pleasure to 
the Ootlashoote, or aa they call them, Shalleeg, a 
band of Tushepahs, who live on Clark's river, 
near Traveller's-rest. Early the next morning, 
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I Friday, 27, we resumed our route over the 
fadghte and Bt««p hills of the same great ridge. 
At eight milex distance we reached an emiaeuce 
irhere the Indians have raised a conic mound of 
■tone, eis or eight feet hi^h, on ^hkh ie fixed a 
pole made of pine, about fifteen feet. Here we 
halted and smolied for eome time at the request 
of the IndianH, who told as, that in passing the 
mountaine with their families, some men are usu- 
ally eeut oa foot from this place to fish at the 
entrance of Colt creek, whence they rejoin the 
main party at the Quamash glade on the head of 
the Kooskooskee. From this elevated spot we 
have a commanding view of the surrounding 
mountains, which so completely enclose us, that 
^though ire have once passed them, we almost 
despair of ever escaping H-om them without the 
assistance of the Indians. The marks on the trees, 
which had been our chief dependence, are much 
fewer aad more difficult to be distinguished than 
we had supposed; but our guides traverse this 
trackless region with a kind of instinctive saga- 
city; they never hesitate, they are never embar- 
(rassed; yet so nndeviating is their step, that 
wherever the snow has disappeared, for even a 
hundred pates, we find the summer road. With 
their aid the snow is scarcely a disadvantage, for 
although we are often obliged to slip down, yet 
the fellen timber ami the rocks, which are now 
covered, were much more troublesome when we 
passed in the autumn. The travelling road is 
indeed comparatively pleasant, as well as more 
rapid, the snow being hard and coarse, without a 
cmet, and perfbctly hard «nough to prevent the 
horses sinking more than two or three inches. 
After the sun ha« been on it for some hours it 
becomes softer than early in the morning, yet they ' ' 
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are almost alwaj's abl« to get a sure fiMthotd. 
After aome time we reaumed oiir route, and at tie 
dietancc of tbree miles dcsceaded a st£<!p mouQ- 
taio, then crossing two branches of the Chopnn- 
nieh river, just above their forks, begau to inount 
a second ridge. Along tbia ire proceeded for eoiae 
time, and then, at tbe distance of seven miles, 
reached our camp of tie aixteeath of September. 
Near this place we croseed three Email branches of 
tbe Cbopunnisli, aud then aaueaded a second divid- 
ing ridge, along which we continued fornine miles, 
whea the ridge became aomewhat lower, and we 
halted for the night on a position similar to that 
of our encampment last evening. We had now 
travelled twenty-eight milea without taki:ig tbe 
loada from our horaea or giving them any thing 
to eat, and aa tbe snow where we haJted has not 
much dissolved, there was still but little gross. 
Among the vegetation we observed great quanti- 
ties of the white lily, with reflected petals, which 
are now in bloom, and in the aame forwardness 
aa they were in the plains on tbe tenth of May. 
Aa for ourselves, the whole stock of meat being 
gone, we distributed tu each mess a pint of bear's 
oU, which, with boiled roots, made an agreeable 
dish. We saw several black-tailed or mule-deer, 
but could not get a shot at them, and were in 
farmed that there is an abundance of elk in the 
valley, near the fishery, on tbe Kooskooekee. The 
Indians al»io assert that on the mountalna to our 
right are large numbers of what they call white 
buffalo or mountain sheep. Our horees strayed to 
some distance to look for fond, and in the morn- 
ing. 

SatDKf.Tj', 38, when they were brought up, ex- 
hibited rather a gaunt appearance. The Indiana, 
however, promised that we should reach some 
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I good ^aes at ooon, and we therefore aet out after 
»D early breakfast. Our route lay along tbe 
dividing ridge, and across a very deep hollow, till 
at the distance ofaix miles we paaeed our camp of 
tbe fifteenth of September, A mile and a half 
(farther we pasaed the road from the right, im- 
mediately on the dividing ridge, leading by the 
flihery. We went on as we bad done during tie 
fbrmer part of the route over deep anows, when 
having made thirteen milee we reached the aide of 
a mountain, just above the fishery, whieh having 
no timber, and a southern exposure, the snow had 
disappeared, leaving on abundance of fine gross. 
Our horses were very hungry as well aa fktigued, 
and as there was no other spot within our reach 
this evening, where we could find any food for 
them, we determined to encamp, though it was 
not yet midday. But as there was no water in, 
I the neighbourhood, we melted snow for cooking, 

I and early in the morning, 

I Sunday, 29, continued along the ridge which we 

r have been following for several days, till at the 

end of five miles it terminated ; and now bidding 
adieu to the snows in vrhich we have been im- 
prisoned, we descended to the main branch of the 
, Eooakaoskee. On reaching the water aide, we 

I fonnd a deer which had been left for us by two 

I hunters who had been despatched at anearly hour 

to the warm springs, and which proved a very 
seasonable addition to our food ; for bavingr 
I neither meat nor oil, we were reduced to a diet of 

roots, without salt or any other addition. At 
this place, about a mile and a half ftom the spoti 
where (Juamash creek Ibll« in iVom the northeast, 

Lthe Kooskooskee is about thirty yards wide, and 
runs with great velocity over a bed, which, like 
those of all the mountain streams, is composed of 
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pebbles. We forded the river, and ascended for 
two miles the steep aj^eliyitiee of a, mouatain, and 
at its summit found comiag in t>om tbe right the 
old road which we had passed on our route last 
autumn. It was now much plainer and more 
beaten, which the Indiana told us woa owing to 
tlie fte(]uent vieite of the Ootlaehoots, fhim the 
valley of Clark's river to the flahery; though 
there was no appearance of their having been here 
this spring. Twelve m.iles froiu our camp we 
halted to graze ot'.r horses ou tlie (Juanmsh Sate, 
on the creek of the sara.e name. This is a hand- 
eome plain of fifty acres in est?ut, covered with 
an abundance of qunmoeh, and Buema to form a 
principal stag? or eacawpmcat for ths Indiana in 
passing the mountiiJas. V,"e oaw hi.re tisveral 
young phe&i!ants, and Idllcd osc of the small 
black kind, which is tiio flriE vre liars observed 
below the region of eao-ii-. la the nBigbbpurLood 
were aifio eeea the tracliB of tiro barefoot Iiiulans, 
which onr companions Bupi>os«l to ba Ootia-' 
shoots, who had dcd in distress from the Talikeee. 
Here we diacoverrd that tv.-o of the horaea wcr;? 
mieaing. TVe therefore etut t";va KCn in (jueet of 
them, and then went on seven rjilos further to the 
warm springs, where m'o arrived early in the 
afternoon. The two hantcra who bad been eeut 
forward in the morning hod collected no game, 
nor were several others, who went out after our 
arrival, more successiul. n'e therefore had a 
prospect of continuing our usual diet of roots, 
when late in the afternoon the men returned with 
the stray horses and a deer for supper. 

These warm springs are situated at the foot of 
a hill, on the north side of Traveller' B-rest creek, 
which is ten yards wide at this place. They isene 
&om the bottoms, and through the intenticee of 
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s grey freeetooe roek, which riseB in irregular 
maseea round their lower side. The principal 
Hpring, which the Indians have formed into a 
bath by stopping the run with Btoue and pebbles, 
ia about the ea-me temperature as the warmest 
bath uaed at the hot springs iti Virginia. On 
trying, captain I^ewia could with difficulty remain 
in it nineteen minutes, and then was afiected with 
a pvoflise ptrspiration. The two other aprings 
are much hotter, the temperature being equal to 
that oF the warmest of the hot spriugs in Vir- 
ginia. Our men as well as the Indiana amused 
themseivee with going into the bath ; the latWr, 
according to their uniyersal custom, going first 
into the hot bath, where they ramain as long as 
they can bear the heat, then planging into the 
creek, which ia noiv of an icy coldneHs, and re- 
peating this operation h^'vera! times, but always 
ending with tht- ivarm iiath. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

T&e partr ppiceed OQ [heir Journey uitblheltladiaiiEUldaB. and 
at leoeth agree In dlrlde, to lulie seceral rautee, aad to meet 
agnln at Uie moitlli or Tellavslone river— Tbe route of mptaln 
Lewis la to pursue tbe tuwit direct roKd to tbe [alls ol tbu Mis- 
souri. Ibea lu ascend Marin's river, explore tbe couotry, ood 
then to descend tbat river 1-1 lis inouUi-CapIaln Lewis, spcord- 

rlver aud take leave ot tbetr ladiau (luldes— Dtscrlptlon ot 
that hrabcb and cl^aracler ot tbe aurroundlnii couDtry— De. 
ecrlpdan o[ tbe GokalablBbkll river— Tbey arrive at Itie ridge 
dividing tbe Hlesuurl from tbe Columbia rivers— Ueet OGte 
more witb tbe bnltalo and brown bear— inuneBie berds ol 
buflalo discovered on the borden ot Medicine river— Tbe partf 
encamp on Wbltebear lelanda- Singular advenMre tbot betel 
M'Nell— Caplaln Lewis, with three of his party, proceed lo ei- 
plore the source of Maria's river— Tansy river described, he 
reochee tbe dividing line of Uiobo two at reama— General cbar- 
acler ot the Burrounding coutilry. 

Monday, 50.— We despatched some huntera 
ahead, and were abont setting out, when a deer 
came to llek at tbe epringH; we killed it, and be- 
ing now provided with meat for dinner, proceeded 
along the north side of the creek, aometimeH in the 
bottoms, and over the eteep eidee of tbe ridge, till 
at the distance of thirteen railee. we halted at the 
entrance of a amall etream where we had stopped 
on the 12th of September. Here we observed a 
road to the right, which the Indiana inform ns 
leads to B. fine eiteneivft vallej on Clark's river, 
where the Shaiees or Ootlashoots oecasionaHy 
reside. After permitting our horses to graze, we 
went on along a road much better than any 
we have Been since entering the mountains, so 
that tKfore sunset we made nineteen mileij, and 
reached our old encampment on the south side oF 
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^^^^H the creek near ita entrance into Clark'e river. In 
^^^H the i^ouree of the day we hilled eix deer, of which 
^^^^^1 there are great numberi, as veil oa bighorn and 
^^^^B elk, in this neighbourhood. Ke also obtained a 
^^^^ft email grey equirrel like that on the coast of the 
^^^^^ Pacific, except that ite belly was white. Among 
^^^^H the plants was a kind of lady's slipper, or moc- 
^^^^B casin flower, reeeiabling that common in the 
^^^^1 United States, but with a white corolla, marked 
^^^^H witli longitudinal veins of a pale red colour on the 
^^^^H Inner 

^^^^H T^nsday, July l.—V>e had now made one bun- 
^^^^H dred and fiity-aix milea fVcni the (JuautELsh flats, to 
^^^^V the mouth of Traveller' e-rest creek. This being 
^^^^^ the point where we proposed to separate, it was 
r resolved to remain a day or two in order to re- 

I &esh ourselves, and the horses, which have bore 

I the journey extremely well, and are still in fine 

I order, but require some little rest. We had hoped 

to meet here some of the Ootlashoots, but no 
tracks of them can be discovered. Our Indian 
companions express much anxiety lest they should 
have been cut off by the Pahkees during the win- 
ter, and mention the tracks of the two barefooted 
persona as a proof how much the fugitives 
must have been distressed. 

We now formed the following plan ofoperationa. 
Captain Lewis with nine men, are to pursue tie 
most direct route to the iltllB of tJie Missouri, 
where three of hie party are to be left to prepare 
carriages for transporting the baggage and canoes 

» across the portage. With the remaining six he 

will ascend Maria's river, to explore the country 
and ascertain whether any branch of it reaches aa 
&r north as the latitude of fifty degrees, after 
which he will descend that river to its mouth. 
The rest of the men will accompany captain Clark 
Vol- III.— 11 lai 
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to the head of JefferBon river, which eergeant Ord- 
■way and a party of niue men will deeeeud with 
the caooee and other articles deposited there. 
Captain Clark's party, which will then be reduced 
to ten, will proceed to the Yellowstone at ita 
nearest approach to the three forks of the Mis- 
Bouri. There he will build canoes, and ^o down 
that river with seven of hia part* and wait at 
its mouth till the rest of the party jom him. 
Sergeant Pryor, with two others will then take 
the horees by land to the Mandans 1 rom that 
nation he is to go to the liritish posts on the 
Aesiniboin with a letter to Mr Henrj to procure 
Lis endeavours to prevail on aome of the Siou3 
chiefb to accompany him to the city of Washing- 
Having made these arrangements, this and the 
following day were employed in hunting and re- 
pairing our arms. We were succesHfuI in procur- 
ing a number of fine large deer, the flesh of which 
waa exposed to dry. Among other animala in 
this neighbourhood, are the dove, hiack wood- 
pecker, lark woodpecker, logcock, prairie lark, 
sandhill crane, prairie beu, with the short and 
pointed tall ; the robin, a. species of brown plover, 
a few curlews, small blackbirda, ravens, hawks, 
and a variety of sparrows, as well as the bee 
martin, and several species of corvus. The mos- 
quitoes too have been excessively troobleeoraesinee 
our arrival here. The Indians assert also, that 
there are great numbers of the white bufiklo or 
mountain sheep, ou the snowy heights of the 
inonntains, west of Clark's river. They generally 
inhabit the rocky aod laost inaccessible parts of 
the mountains, but as they are not fleet, are 
va&ily killed by the hunters. 

.''.IS pIr.,iitB which most abound in this valley are 
li;2 
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the wild rose, the honeysuckle, with a white 

berrj. the sevenbark, Berriceberry, the elder, aspen 

' and alder, the chokecherry, and both the narrow 

and broad-leafed willow. The principal timber 

*' conBists of long-leaftid pine, which grows as well 

ih the river bottoms as on tbe hills; the firs and 

]BTch are conilned to the higher parts of the hills, 

' while on the river itaelf, is a growth of cotton- 

L Wood, with a wider leaf than that of the upper 

I part of the Missouri, though narrower than that 

' Which grows lower down that river. There are 

, also two species of clover in this valley ; one with 

a verj narrow small leaf^ and a pale red flower; 

the other with a white flower, and nearly as 

luinriant in its growth a^ our red elover. 

The Indians who had accompanied ue, intended 
Jeaving us in order to seek their friends, the Outla- 
Bboots; but we prevailed on them to accompany 
captain Lewie a part of hie route, so as to show 
him the shortest road to the Missouri, and in the 
meantime amused them with conversation and 
nimung races, both on foot and with horses, in 
both of which they proved themselves bardy, 
athletic and active. To the chief, captain Lewis 
'gave a small medal and a gun, as a reward for 
[ having guided us across the mountains ; in return, 
F Uie customary civility of exchanging names passed 
■ Iwtween them, by which the former acquired the 
■ title of Tomekollick, or white bearskin unfolded. 
The Chopunnish who had overtalten us on the 
2Gth, made us a present of an esecllent horse, for 
the good advice we gave him, and as a proof of 
his attachment to the whites, as well as of his 
desire to be at peace with the Pahkees. The next 
morning, 

Thnrsfiaj, Ju(r ,9, all our preparations being 

completed, we saddled our horses, and the two 
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parties who had been so Jong companions, now 
separated with an aniioua hope of soon meeting, 
after each had accomplltihed the purpoiw of hie 
destination. 

The nine men and five IndianB who accompanied 
captain Lewis, proceeded in a direction due north, 
down the west side of Clark's river. Half a mile 
ftora the camp we forded Traveller 's-rest creek, 
and two and a half milea farther, passed a weet- 
em branch of the river; a. mile beyond this, was a 
email creek on the eastern side, and a mile lower 
down, the entrance of the eastern branch of the 
river. This stream is from ninety to one hundred 
and twenty yards wide, and its water, which is 
discharged through two channels, ia more turbid 
than that of the main river. The latter is one 
hundred and fifty yards in width, and waters an 
extensive level plain and prairie, which on its 
lower parts are ornamented with long-leafed pine, 
and Cottonwood, while the tops of the hills are 
covered with pine, larch, and fir. We proceeded 
two miles further to a place where the Indians 
advised us to cross, but having no hoats, and 
timher being scarce, four hours were spent in 
collecting timber to make three small rafts; on 
which, with some difficulty and danger, we passed 
the river. We then drove our horses into the 
water and they swam to the opposite shore, but 
the Indians crossed on horseback, drawing at the 
same tinie their baggage alongside of them in 
small basins of deer skins. The whole party being 
now reassembied, we continued for three miles, 
and encamped about sunset at a small creek. The 
Indians now showed us a road at no great dis- 
tance, which they said would lead up the eastern 
branch of Clark's river, and another river called 
Cokalahishkit, or the rii'^r of the ra&d to buSalo, 
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^^^^B tbeoce to Medicine river and the fklla of the Mis- 
^^^^^ BDuri. They added, that not t^r from the diriding 
^^^H ridge of the waters of Clarlc's river aod the AIIb- 
^^^^H BOuri, the roads forked, and thoDgh both led to 
^^^^K the fiil]a, the left hand rout« was the best. The 
^^^^V route Tv-as so well beaten that we eould no longer 
^^^^H mietake it, and having now ehown ua the waj, 
^^^^H tbejwere anxious to go on in quest of tbeirfHenda, 
^^^^H the Sbablees, besides which, they feared, by ven- 
^^^^H turing Airther with ub, to encounter the Pahhees, 
^^^^V fbr n'e had this aAemoon seen a ft'eeh track of a 
^^^^H borse, which they supposed to be a Sbablee scout. 
^^^^^P We could not insist on their remaining longer with 
^^^^1 ne ; but as they had so kindly conducted us acroas 
B the mountaius, we were desiroua of giving them a 

supply of provisions, and therefore distributed to 
I them half of three deer, and the hiinterg were 

^^^H ordered to go ont early in the morning, in hopes 
^^^^B of adding- to the stock. 

^^^^P The horses suffer so dreadfully fVoni the mos- 
^^^^f quitoes, that we are obliged to kindle large fires 
P and place the poor animals in the midst of the 

smoke. Fortunately, however, it became cold 
after dark, and the mosquitoes disappeared. 

Friday, July 4. — The hunters accordingly set 
out, but returned unsuccessful about eleven 
o'clock. In the meantime we were joined by a 
young man of the Palloatpallah tribe, who had 
set out a fbw days afler us, and had fallowed ua 
alone across the mountains, the same who had 
attempted to pass the mountains in June, while 
we were on the Kooskooskee, but was obliged to 
return. We now smoked a ferewell pipe with our 
eatim able companions, who eipressed every emo- 
tion of regret at parting; with us, which they felt 
^H the more, because they did not conceal their fbars 

^^^H of our being cut off by the Pahkees. We also gave 
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tbem & abirt, a handkerchier, aiid a email qiiantitj 
of ammunition. The meat which they received 
from us waa dried and left at thiH place as a etore 
during the homeward journey. This circiiraataace 
confirniB our belief, tha-t there is no route along 
Clark'B I'iver to the Columbian plains, so near or 
flo good as that by whieh we came; for, although 
these people mean to go for several daya' journey 
down that river, to look for the Shalees, yet 
they intend returning home by the same pass of 
the mountain through which they conducted ua. 
This route is also used by all the nations whom 
we know west of the mountains who are in the 
habit of visiting the plains of the Missouri; while 
on the other side all the war paths of the Pah- 
kees, which felt into this valley of Clark's river, 
concentre at Traveller' e-rest, beyond which these 
people have never ventured to the west. 

Having taken leave of the Indians, we mounted 
our horeee, and proceeded up the eastern branch 
of Clark's river througL the level plain in which 
we were encamped. At the distance of five milea 
we had crossed a small creek fifteen yards wide, 
and now entered the mountains. The river is here 
closely confined within the hills for two inilee, 
when the bottom widens into au extensive prairie, 
and the river is one hundred and ten yards in 
width. We went three miles ibrther, over a high 
plain succeeded by a low and level prairie, to tJiP 
entrance of the Cokalahiehktt. This river empties 
Itself fVom the northeast, is deep, rapid, and about 
sixty yards wide, with banks, which though not 
high, are sufficiently bold to prevent the water 
from overflowing. The eastern branch of Clark's 
river is ninety yards wide above the junction, but 
below it spreads to one hundred. The waters of 
both ara turbid, tbougli the Cokalobiebkit ia the 
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^^^^V dearer or the two; the beds of both ore composed 
^^^^^H of sand and gravel, bat neither of them is naviga- 
^^^^H ble on account of the rapids aud Hhoala whicli ob- 
^^^^H etnict their currents. Before the junction of these 
^^^^V Btreams, tlie country had been bare of trees, but 
^^^^B as we turned up the north braneh of the Coka- 
^^^^H lahishlitt, we found a woody country, though the 
V hills werehiRh and the low grounda narrow and 

I poor. At the distance of eight miles in a due east 

W course, we encamped in a bottom, where there 

was an abundance of eicellent graes. Theevening 
proved fine and pleasant, and we were no longer 
annoyed by TOOsquitoea. Our only game were two 
squirrels, one of the kind common to the Rocky 
mountaiuH, the second a ground squirrel of a 
I species we had not seea before. Near the place 

I where we croesed Clark's river, we saw at a dis- 

tance, some wild horses, which are said, indeed, to 
be very numerous on this river as well as on the 
heads of the Yellowstone. 
Saturdar, July 5.— Early in the morning wepro- 

Iceeded on for three and a half miles, in a direction 
north 75" east, then inclioing to the south, crossed 
an extensive, beautilbl, and Well watered valley, 
nearly twelve miles in length, at the eitremity of 
■which we halted for dinner. Here we obtained a 
great quantity of qnamosh, and shot an antelope 
from a gang of (females, who at this season herd 
together, apart from the bucks. After dinner we 
followed the course of the rivereastwardly for sis 
miles, to the mouth of a creek thirty-five yardB 

Lwide, which we called Werner's creek. It comes in 
from the north, and waters a high esteneive 
prairie, the hills near which are low, and supplied 
with the long-leafed pine, larch, and some fir. The 
road then led north 22° west, for four miles, soon 
after which it again turned north 73 east, for 
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prairie, rendered very unequal by a 

of little hiIlo(^k8 and sinkboles, and a 

distance encamped near the entraui 

creek, twenty yards wide, to which 

name of Seaman's creek. We had eeei 

although near the camp were tie concealed fires of 

a war party, who had passed about two months 

ago. 

Siindaj', G, — At Bunrise we continued our course 
eastward along the river. At seven miles distance 
we passed the north fork of the Cokalahisbkit, a 
deep and rapid stream, forty-five yards in widtJi, 
and like the main branch itself somewhat turbid, 
though the other streams of this country are 
clear. Seven miles further the river entere the 
mountains, and here end those extensive prairies 
on this side, though they widen in their course 
towards the aoutlieaet, and form an Indian route 
to Dearborn's river, and thence to the Missouri. 
From the multitude of knobs irregularly scattered 
through them, captain Lewis called this country 
the Prairie of the Knobs. Tliey abound in game, 
as we saw goats, deer, great numbers of the 
burrowing squirrels, come curlews, bee mar- 
tins, woodpeckers, plover, robins, doves, ravens, 
hawks, ducks, a variety of sparrows, and yester- 
day observed swans oil Werner's creek. Among 
the plants we observed the southern wood, and 
two other species of shrnbs, of which we preserved 
specimens. 

On entering the high grounds we followed the 
course of the river through the narrow bottoms, 
thickly timbered with pine and cottonwood inter- 
mixed, and vari^ated with the boisrouge, which 
1C8 
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^^^^1 b now in bloom, tbe common email blue fla^ and 
^^^^B pepper-grtL«8 ; and at the iJietBocH or three and a 
^^^^1 half miles, reached the two forks of the river men- 
^^^^H tioned by the Indians. The; are nearly equal in 
^^^^H ividth, and the road itself here forks and follows 
^^^^V each of them. We followed that which led us in a 
^^^^H direction north 75' east, over a eteep high hill, 
^^^^V thence along a wide bottom to a tbicklj' wooded 
^^^^H aide of a hill, where tlie low grounds are narrow, 
^^^^H till we reached a large creek, eight miles (torn the 
^^^^H forks and twentj-five ftom onr last encanipmeut. 
^^^B Here we halted for the nit^ht. In the course of the 
^^^^m day the track of the Indians, whom we supposed 
^^^^1 to be the Fahkeea, conttnued to grow IVesher, and 
^^^^H we passed a number of old lodges and encamp- 
^^^^B ments. At seven o'clock the next morning, 
^^^^f Monday, 7, we proceeded through a heautifhl 
^^^^ plain on the north side of the river, which seema 
W here to abound in beaver. The low grounds pos- 

I sees much timber, and the hills are covered chiefly 

■ with pitch pine, that of the long-lea(td kind bav- 

I jug disappeared since we left the I'rairie of the 

Enobs. At the distance of twelve miles we left 
the river or rather the creek, and having for four 
miles crossed, in a direction north 15 east, two 
ridges, again struck to the right, which we fol- 
lowed through a narrow bottom, covered with 
low willows and gross, and abundantly supplied 
with both deiT and beaver. After seven miles we 
reached the foot of a ridge, which we axcended in 
a direction north 4^~ eaet, throngh a low gap of 
eody ascent from the westward, and ondescending 
it were deligbtMl at discovering that this was the 
dividing ridge between the waters of theColumbia 
and those of the ilissonti. From this gap the 
Fort mountain is about twenty miles in a north- 
lem direction. We now wound through the 
109 



LEWIS AKD CLARK'S EXPEDITION 

hilla and hollowa of the mounUune, pasBing sev- 
eral rivulets, which run to tie right, and at the 
distance of nine milee from the gap encamped, 
ai1»r making thirty-two inilea. We procured aome 
beaver, and this morning saw aome eigns and 
tracks of buffalo, Itom which it aeema thoae ani- 
mala do Bometimea penetrate to a short distance 
trithia the mouD tains. 

Tuesdaj, 8.-~.\.t three miles from our camp we 
reached a stream, issuing ttom the mountains to 
the southwest, though it only contains water for 
a width of tliirty fbet, yet its bed is more than 
three times that width, aud fVom the appearance 
of the roota and trees in the neighbouring bot- 
tom, must sometimes run with great Tioience ; we 
called it Dearborn's river. Haifa mile further we 
observed from a height the Shiahequaw mountain, 
a high insulated mountaiu of a couic form, stand- 
ing several mUes in advance of the eastern range 
of the Rocky raountaitis, and now about eight 
miles from us, and immediately on our road, 
which was in a northwest direction. But aa our 
object wae to strike Mediciue river, and hunt 
down to its mouth ia order to procure skins for 
the food and gear necessary for the three men who 
are to be left at the fiilis, none of whom are 
huntera, we determined to leave the road, and 
therefore proceeded due north, through an open 
plain, till we reached Sbishequaw cre«k, a stream 
about twenty yards wide, with a considerable 
quantity of timber in its low grounds. Here we 
halted and dined, and now (felt, by the luinry of 
our food, that we were approaching once more 
the plains of the Missouri, so rich in game. We 
saw a great number of deer, goats, wolvea, and 
some barking squirrels, and for the flret time 
caught a distant prospect of two bofTalo. After 
170 
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dinner we followed the Shiahequaw for six and »* ' 

half milea, to ita entrance into Mediuine river, 

along the banks of this rirer for eight milee, ^ 

we encamped on a, large ialand. The bottomij'j 

continued low, level, and extenaive; the plaini 

are level; but the soil of neither ia fei-tile, as It^^ 

coneista of a light coloured earth, intermixed v 

a large proportion of gravel; the grass in both ia,' ' 

generally about nine inches high. Captain Lewis, "I 

here shot a large and remarkably white wolC' 

We had now made twenty-eight miles; and set 

ont early the next morning, 

Wednesday, 9; but the air soon became very 
cold, and it began to rain. We halted for a few 
minutes in some old Indian lodges, but finding 
that the rain continued we proceeded on, thougliT 
we were all wet to the skin, and halted for dinner ^ 
at the diBtanee of eight miles. The rain, however,' ^ 
continued, and we determined to go uo further.^ 
The river is about eighty yards wide, with banka^ 
which, though low, are seldom overflowed ; the}{ 
bed is composed of loose gravel aud pebblea 
water clear and rapid, but Bot so much as to im- 
pede the navigation. The bottoms are hand-'' 
some, wide, and level, and supplied with a con- 
siderable quantity of narrow-lcaftd cottocwood. 
During our short ride we tilled two deer and a 
bufiklo, and saw a number of wolves and ante- ' 
lopes. The next morning early, 

Tharsdaj; 10, we set out, and continued 
through a country similar to that of yesterday, 
with bottoms of wide-leafcd cotton wood ociasion- 
ally along the borders, though for tlie most part 
the low grounds are without timber. In the 
plains are great quantities of two species of 
prickly pear, now in bloom. Gooseberries of the 
red kind are in abundance and just be- 
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ginning to ripen, but there are no currantH. The 
river has aow widened to an hundred yards; is 
deep, crowded with iHlands, and in man; parta 
rapid. At the distance of seventeen mileH, the 
timber disappeare tota,lly from the river bottoms. 
About this part of the river, the wind, which had 
blown on our baclie, and conatantly put the elk 
on their guard, shifted round, and we then shot 
three of them, and a brown bear. Captain Lewis 
baited to ekin tbera, n'hile two of tbe men took 
the pack-horaee forward to aeek for an eneanip- 
ment. It was nine o'clock before he overtook 
them, at the distance of seven miles in the first 
grove of Cottonwood. They had been pursued as 
they came along by a very large bear, on which 
they were afraid to fire, lest their horaee being 
unaccustomed to the gnn, might take fright and 
throw them. This circumstance reminds us of the 
ferocity of these animaJs, when we were last near 
this place, and admoniahes us to be very eautjous. 
We saw va.it numbers of buffalo below ua, which 
kept a dreadfbl bellowing during the night. With 
all our eiertiona we were unable to advance more 
than twenty-four miles, owing to the mire, 
through which we are obliged to travel, in conse- 
quence of the rain. The next morning, however, 
Friday, IT, was fkir, and enlivened by great 
numb^ra of birds, who sang delightfully in tie 
clusters of cottonwood. The hunters were sent 
down Medicine river to hunt elk, while captain 
Lewis crossed the high plain, in a direction 75° 
east, to the Whitebear island, a distance of eight 
miles, where the hunters joined him. They had 
seen elk ; but in this neighbourhood the buffalo 
are in such numbers, that on a moderate compu- 
tation, there could not have been fewer than ten 
thousand within a circuit of two miles. At thie 
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, they are bellowing In erery direction, bo 
form an almost eontinurd roar, which at 
flrat alarmed our horses, "who being from the weet 
of the monntaJnB, are unused to the noise aod 
appearance of theee aniRials. Among the smaller 
game are the brown thrush, pigeons, doves, and 
a beautifiil bird called a buffalo- peckor. 

Immediately on our arrival we began to hunt, 
and by three in the afternoon had collected a 
atock of food and hides enough for our purpose. 
We then made two canoes, one in the form of a 
basin, like thosB uaed by the Mandana, the other 
consisting of two skina, in a fof-m ofourownin- 
Tention. They were completed the next morning, 

Saturday, 12; bnt the wind continued so high 
that it waa not till towards night that we could 
cross the river in them, and make onr horses 
swim. In the meantime-, nearly the whole day 
was consumed in search after our horses, which 
had dieappeftred last nig^bt, and seven of which 
were not recovered at dark, while Drewyer waa 
BtJll in quest of them. The river is somewhat 
higher than it was last eummer, the present sea- 
son being much more moiat than the preceding 
one, as may be Been in the greater luxuriance of 
the grass. 

Sunday, 13. — We formed our camp this morning 
at our old station, near the head of the Whitebear 
islands, and immediately went to work in making 
gear. On opening the cache, we found the bear 
skins entirely destroyed by the water, which, in a 
flood of the river, had penetrated to them. All 
the specimens of plants were unfortunately lost; 
the chart of the Missouri, however, still remained 
nnhnrt, and several articlea contained in trunka 
and boxes had eufi&red but little injury; but a 
Tial of laudanum bad lost Ita stopper, and rair 
1TB 
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into a drawer of raedicineB, which it spoiled be- 
yond recovery. The moBquitoeB have been so 
troublesome that it was impoBBible even to write 
without the asBistance of a mosquito bier. The 
buffalo are leaving us fest on their way to the 
Boutbeaat. 

Monday, 14. — We continued making prepara- 
tions for transporting our articles, and as the old 
deposit was too damp, we secured the trunks on 
a high scaffold, covered with skins, among the 
thick bnish on a large island: a precaution 
against any risit fVum the Indians, should they 
arrive before the main, party arrives here. The 
carriage wheels were in good order, and the iron 
frame of the boat had not sufiered materially. 
The buffalo hare now nearly disappeared, leaving 
behind them a number of large wolves who are 
now prowling about us. 

Tuesday, lii.—To onr great joy Drewyer re- 
turned to-day from a long search after the horses; 
for we had concluded, i>om his long stay, that he 
had probably met with a bear, and with his usual 
intrepidity attacked th« animal, in which case, if 
by any accident he should be separated from his 
horse, his death would be almost inevitable. 
Under this impression, we resolved to set out to- 
morrow in quest of him, when his return relieved 
us from our apprebeusions. He bad searched for 
two days before he discovered that the hortes had 
crossed Dearborn's river, near a spot where was 
an Indian encampment, which seemed to have 
been abandoned about the time the horses were 
stolen, and which wau so closely Loniealed that 
no trace of a horse could be seen within the dis- 
tance of a quarter of a mile He crossed the nver 
and pursued the track of these Indians westward, 
till his horse became eo much fktigued that he 
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despaired oroTertakiog them, and then retarned. 
These Indians we suppose to be a party of Tushe- 
pawB, who have ventured out of the mountaine to 
hunt buffalo. During the day we were engaged in 
drying meat and dreeeing ekina. At night M'Neal, 
who had l>eeu neat in the morning tu examine the 
cache at the lower end of the portage, returned; 
but had been prevented from reaching that place 
bj a aingular adventnre. Just aa he arrived near 
Willow run, be approached a thicket of hrush, in 
which was a white bear, which ha did not dis- 
cover till he waa within ten fbet of him ; hie horse 
started, and wheeling suddenly round, threw 
M'Neal almost immediately under the bear, who 
started up instantly, and finding the bear raising 
himself on his hind ftet to attack him, struck him 
on the head with the butt end of his musket; the 
blow waa so violent that it broke the breech of 
the musket and knoclied the bear to the ground, 
and before he recovered, M'Keal seeing a willow 
tree close by, sprang up, and there remained while 
the bear closely guarded the foot of the tree nntil 
late in the afternoon. He then went off, and 
M'Neal being released came down, and having 
found his horse, which had etrayed off to the 
distance of two miles, returned to camp. These 
animals are, indeed, of a most extraordinary 
ferocity, and it is matter of wonder, that in all 
have bad the good fortune to 
troubled with another enemy, 
not quite so dangerous, though even more dis- 
agreeable: these are the tnosquitoee, who now in- 
fest ns in such myriads, that we ftequently get 
them into our throats wien breathing, and the 
dog even howls with the torture they occasion. 
Having now accomplished the object of our stay, 
captain Lewis determined to leave sergeant Gasa 
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with two men and four liorees to aasiat the party 
who are ejpected to carry our eliecta over the 
portage, whilst he, witL Drewyer, and the two 
Fields, with eix horses, proceeded to the auureee 
of Maria's river. Accordiogly, early ia the morn- 
ing, 

Wedvesday, 16, captain Lewia deecended in a 
skin canoe to the lower aide of bledicine rirer, 
where the boraea had preTiously been seat, and 
then rode with his party to the foil offorty-seven 
feet, where he halted for two hours to dine, and 
took a eket4:h uf the fk.ll. Id the afternoon they 
proceeded to the great folia, near which they 
alept under a shelving rock, with a happy esemp- 
tiou Oom mosquitoes. These foils have lost much 
of their grandeur since we saw them, the river 
being much lower now than at that time, though 
they etill form a moet subtitite spectacle. As we 
came along, we met several white bear, bnt they 
did not venture to attack us. There were but 
ffew buffalo, however, tie large having principally 
passed the river, directed their course downwards. 
There are, as usual, great numbers of goat« and 
antelopes disperaed through the plains, and large 
flocks of geese, which raise their young about the 
entrance of Medicine river. We observe here also 
the cuckoo, or a» it is Bometime« called, the rain- 
craw, a bird which is not known either within or 
west of the Bocky mountains. 

Thursdaj, 17. — After taking a second draught 
of the foils, captain Lewis directed his course N. 
10° W. with an intention of striking Maria's river 
at the point to which he had ascended it in 1804. 
The country is here spread into wide and level 
plains, swelling like the ocean, in which the view 
is uninterrupted by a single tree or shrub, and is 
diversified only by the moving herds of buffalo. 
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The eoil coneiete of a light-calonred earth, inter- 
mixed with a large proportion of coarse gravel 
withoat eojid, and ie by no meane ho fertile ae 
either the plains of the Colnmbia, or thoee lower 
down the Mieeonrl. Wben dry it cracks, and ie 
hard and thirst; while in ita wet state: it ie as 
8oPt and alimy aa Boap. The grass is naturally 
short, and at this time ie still more bo from the 
recent passage of the buBblo. 

Among the birds which we met was the parti- 
coloured plover, with the head and neck of a 
brick red, a bird which frequents the little ponda 
eeatfered over the plains. After travelling twenty 
miles we reached Taney river, and as we could not 
go aa fJir as Maria's river this evening, and per- 
haps not find either wood or water before we 
arrived there, we determined to encamp. As we 
approached the river, we saw the freah track of a 
bleeding buffalo, a circumstance by no means 
pleasant, as it indicated the Indians had been 
bunting, and were not fer from us. The tribes 
who principally frequent this country, are the 
Minnetarees of Fort de Prairie, and the Blackfoot 
Indians, both of whom are vicione and profligate 
rovers, and we have therefore every thing to fear, 
not only from their stealing our horses, but even 
our arms and baggage, if they are sufficiently 
strong. In order therefore to avoid, if possible, 
an interview with them, we hurried across the 
river to a thick wood, and having turned out the 
horses to graze, Drewjer went in quest of the 
bnfiklo to kill it, and ascertain wbetherthe wound 
was given by the Indiana, while the reat recon- 
noitred the whole country. In about three hours 
they all returned without having seen the buffalo 
or any Indians in the plains. We then dined, and 
two of the party resumed their search, hot could 
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eee no eigna of Indiana, and we therefore slept in 
aafety. Tanay river ie here about fifty yards wide, 

though it« water occupies only thirty-five feet, and 
is not more than tbre« id depth. It most proba- 
bly rises within the first range of the Bocky moun- 
tains, and its general course is from east to west, 
and aa for aa we are able to trace it through 
wide bottoms, well Bupplied with both the long 
and broad-leafM cottonwood. The hills on its 
banks, are from one hundred to one hundred and 
fifty ftet in height, and posaesa hlu^ of earth, 
like the lower part of the JliBSOuri: the bed is 
formed of small gravel and mud; the water tur- 
bid, and of a, whitish tint; the banks low, but 
never overflowed ; in short, except in depth and 
velocity, it is a per&ct miniature of the Miseonri. 

Friday, 18. — A little before eunriae we continued 
on a course N. 2.1' W. for six miles, when we 
reached the top of a high plain, which divides the 
waters of Jlarla and Tanay rivers, and a. mile 
further reached a creek of the former, about 
twenty-five yards wide, though with no water 
eicept in occaaional pools in the bed. Down this 
creek we proceeded for twelve miles through thick 
groves of timber ou its banks, passing such im- 
mense quantities of buSoJo, that the whole seemed 
to be a single herd. Accompanying them were 
great numbers of wolves, besides which we saw 
some autelopes and hare«. .Vfter dinner we left 
the creek which we called Builiilo creek, and 
crossing the plain for six miles, came to Maria's 
river and encamped in a grove of cottonwood, on 
its western side, keeping watch through the night 
lest we should be surprised by the Indiana. Cap- 
tain Lewis was now coiiviD<»d that he was above 
the point to which he had formerly ascended, and 
ftoring that some branch might come in on the 
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north, between tbat point and our present poei- ^ 

tdon, he early in tlie moming, I 

Satiirdaj, 19, deapatched two hunters, ■who de- I 

Bcended the river in a direction north 80° eaet. till I 

they came to our former position, at the distance I 

of sis raiiee, without seeiiig any stream except I 

Buffalo preek. Having completed an obeervation 
of the eun'H meridian altitude, captain Lewis pro- 
ceeded along the north side of Maria's river. The 
bottoms are in general about half a mile wide, 
and possesH coDsiderable q^uan titles of cotton wood 
timber, and an underbrush, consisting of honey- 
fluckle, rose bushes, narrow-leafed willow, and the 
1 plant called by the engagees, buffalo grease. The 

I plains are level and beautiful, but the soil is thin 

I and overrun with prickly pears. It consists of a 

I sort of white or whitish-blue clay, which after 

F being trodden, when wet, by the buffalo, stands 

np in sharp hard points, which are as painful to 
the horses as the great quantity of small gravel, 
■which is every where scattered over the ground, is 
in other parts of the plains. The bluffs of the 
river are high, sWep, and irregular, and composed 
of a sort of earth which easily dissolves and slips 
into the water, though ■with occasional strata of 
fteestone near the tope. The blufis of the Mis- 
souri above Maria's river, differ fVom these, in 
consisting of a firm red or yellow clay, which does 
not yield to water, and a large proportion of 
rock. The buSaJo are not so abundant as they 
were yesterday; but there are still antelopes, 
wolves, geese, pigeons, doves, hawks, ravens, 
crows, larks, and sparrows, though the curlew 
has disappeared. At the distance of eight miles a 
large creek falls in on the south side, and seven 
miles beyond it, another thirty yards ■wide, which 
! Ttom three mountains, stretching 
1T9 



r 



LEWIS AND CLABK-8 EXPEDITION 

from eaet to nest, in a direction nortb 10' west 
fW>m its mouth, and which, Itom their loose, ir- 
regular, and rugged appearaace, we called the 
Broken mountains. ThOit in the centre terminates 
in a conic epire, for which reason we called it tlie 
Tower mountftin. After making twenty mileB we 
halted for the night, and the next morning, 

SuDfiny, 20, continued our route up the river, 
through a country resembling that which we 
passed yesterday, escept that the plains are more 
broken, and the appearances of mineral salts, com- 
mon to the Missouri plains, are more abundant 
than usual; these are discerned in a]) the pools, 
which indeed at present contain the only water to 
be found throughout the plains, and are so 
atrongly impregnated oa to be unfit for any use, 
except that of the buffalo, who seem to prettr it 
to even the water of the river. The low grounds 
are well timbered, and contain also silk-grasa, 
eond-rush, wild liquorice, and sun&owere, the barb 
of which are now in bloom. Besides the geese, 
ducks, and other birds common to the country, 
we have seen fewer buffalo to-day than yesterday 
though elk, wolves, aad antelopes continue in 
equal numbers. There is also much appearance of 
beaver, though none of otter. At the distance of 
Bix miles we passed a creek fi'om the south; eigh- 
teen miles ibrthcr one from the north; four miles 
beyond which we encamped. The river is here 
one hundred and twenty yards wide, and its 
vater is hut Uttle diiniaishcd as we ascend. Its 
general course is very straight. From the ap- 
parent descent of tie country to the north and 
above the Crokea mountains, it seems probable 
that the south branch of the Saskashawan re- 
c^vea some of Its waters IVom these plains, and 
that one of its streams must, in descending (torn 
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the Bockj monntains, pass not far from Maria's 
river, to the northeast of the Broken mountains. 
We slept in peace, without being annoyed bj the 
mosquitoes, whom we have not seen since we left 
the Whitebear islands. 
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CvtalD Lewli uid bl* part; etlll proceed on ae roule mentloneil 
Id tbe ltt»t Ehspter, and sitItb b1 Uib lor 1ib of Maria's river ; of 
wlilGta rivar a pnrtlculnr descripUou is arlveu— AlurmKl bj (be 
erldencB Uiat they are in the neighbourliood ot untrieodly In- 
diana, and Dtucb dislreued [or want oC |>ravlalDns. Lbe wealber 
provlna unfavourable, Uiey are roropelled lo ralura— The face 
of Qie poUEliy described— Intervlow wlih Uie untriendly In- 
dians, called Mlnnelurees of Fort de Prairie — Mutual conslei^ 
nation— Keaolulton of capiafn Lewis- Thev anoamp loeeUier 
for the Dlght. apparcnUjnlth amicable dlspoaltlona—Tliecon- 
versatloQ Uiat cnaucd letween these new vMuxnts— The coo- 
fllGt occasioned by the Indiana atiempting Ut seize the rifles 
and horaes Df the p&tty. In vblcb one Is mortally woimdad— 
Captain Lewis klUa another Indian, and his narrow escape— 
Having tafcen four horses belonging lo Iha Indians, tbeyhai- 
tened wiUi all expedlUon lo Join the party atiacbed to captain 

; Clark — Arriving near the Uiasouri they are alarmed by tlie 
sound ot riaea. it'hlch proves lortunately to be tram tlie par^ 
of llielr friends, under the command uf sergeant Ordway— Tbe 
two detachmenu tlius tortuoately untied, leave Uielr borses. 
and descend the Mlfsoorl In canoes— They continue tbeir 
route down the river t£i form a }UD('llaa wlUi (aplaln Clork^ 
Vast quanlltlea ot gamH found hi Uioir paasaBB down tba rivet 
-Captain Lewis accidentally wounded by ooe of his own 
party— They proceed down the Mlssoiui, and at length ]oln 
captain Clar^. 

Monday, SI. — At aunriee we proceeded along the 
northern aide of the river for a short distance, 
■when finding the ravines too steep, we crossed to 
the south ; but after continuing for three railea, 
returned to the north and took our course through 
the plains, at some distance from the river. After 
making fifteen miles, Tve came to the forks of the 
river, the largest branch of which bears south 
75' west to the mountains, while the course of the 
other is north 40'' west. We halted for dinner. 
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and believing, on examination, that the northern 
branch came tVom tie inountaine, and would 
probably lead us to the moat nortliem estent of 
Maria's river, we proceeded along, tiough at a 
distance ovei; the plains, till we struck it eight 
mllea from the junction. The river is about thirty 
rjarda wide, the water clear, but shallow, rapid, 

id unfit for navigation. It is cloBelr confined 
cliffii of treestone, and tiie adjacent coun- 
'"try broken and poor. \^'e crossed to the south 
aide, and proceeded for five railes, till we encamped 
nnder a cliff, where not seeing any timber, we 
made a Are of buffalo dung, and passed the night. 
The nest day, 

Tuesday, 22, we went on; but as the ground 
was now st*ep and unequal, and the horaea' feet 
Tery sore, we were obliged to proceed slowly. 
The river is still confined by freestone cliffs, till at 
the distance of seven milea the country opens, ia 
less covered with gravel, and has some bottoms, 
though destitute of timber or undtrbrueh. The 
river here makes a considerable bend to the north- 
west. 60 that "we crossed tlie plains for eleven 
miles when we again crossed the river. Here we 
baited for dinner, and having no wood, made a 
flre of the dung of buffalo, with which we cooked 
ttie last of our meat, except a piece of spoiled buf- 
teXo. Our course then la; acroea a level beautiful 
plain, with wide bottoms near the bank of the 
river. The banks are about three or four ftet 
high, but are not overflowed. After crossing for 
ten miles a bend of the river towards the south, 
we saw, for the first time during the day, a 
clump of Cottonwood trees in an extensive bot- 
tom, and baited there for the night. This place is 
about ten milea below the foot of the Rocky 
moontaine; and being now able to trace distinctly 
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that the point at which the riTer isened fVom 
those monntataa, was to the south of west, we 
concluded that we bad reached its moet northern 
point, and as we have ceae«d to hope that an7 
branches of Maria'c river extend aa fer north as 
the fltlieth degree of latitude, we deem it useless to 
proceed ftirther, and rely chiefly on Siilk and 
Whiteearth rirers for tie desired boundary. We 
therefore determined to remain here two days, for 
the purpose of making the necessary ol>eervatione, 
ood resting our horses. The next morning, 

Wedoeadas, 3S, Drewyer was sent to esamine 
the bearinga of the river, till its entrance into the 
mountains, which he found to be at the distance 
often miles, and in a direction south 50° west; 
he had seen also the remains of a camp of eleven 
leathern lodges, recently abandoned, which in- 
duced ua to suppose that the Minnetarees of Fort 
de Prairie are somewhere in this neighbourhood ; 
a suspicion which waa confirmed by the return of 
the hunters, who had seen no game of any kind. 
As these Indians have probably fallowed the buf- 
folo towards the wain branch of Maria's river, we 
shall not strike it above the north branch. The 
course of the mountains still continues troia 
southeast to northwest; in which last direction 
ttosn ua, the front range appears to terminate 
abruptly at the distance of tbirty-five miles. 
Those which are to the southwest, and more dis- 
tinctly in view, are of an irregular form, composed 
chiefly of clfty, with a very small mixture of rock, 
■without timber, and although low are yet par- 
tially covered with enow to their bases. The 
river itself has nearly double the volume of water 
which it possessed when we first saw it below, a 
circnmstance to be ascribed, no doubt, to the 
great evaporation and absorption of the water in 
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itiB passage through these open plaine. The rock 
in this neighbourhood is of a white colour, and a 
Gnu grit, aud liea in borixontal strata in the bluSs 
of the river. We attempted to take some flsh, but 
could procure only a single trout. We had, there- 
fore, nothing to eat, except the grease whici we 
pressed ftoia our tainted meat, and formed a mush 
of cows, reserving one meal more of the same 
kiud for to-morrow. We have seen near this place 
a number of the whistling squirrel, common in the 
eoontrj watered by the Columbia, but which we 
observed here for the first time in the plains of the 
Missouri. The cottonwoad too, of this place, is 
similar to that of the Columbia. Our observa- 
tions this evening were prevented by clouds. The 
weather wasclear for a short time in tlie morning, 
TbuTsda-y, 24, but the sky soon clouded over, 
and it rained during the rest of the day. We were 
I Uierefore obliged to remain one day longer for the 
[' purpose of completing our observations. Our 
I lituation now became unpleasant from the rain, 
the coldness of the air, and the total absence of 
all game; for the hunters could find nothing of a 
large kind, and we were obliged to subsist on a 
s and a Itettle of mush made of the re- 
mainder of our bread of cows. This supplied us 
with one more meal in the morning, 

Friday, 25, when dndtng that the cold and 
rainy weather would still detain us here, two of 
the men were despatched to hunt. They returned 
in the evening with a fine buck, on which we 
&red sumptuously. In tlieir excursion they had 
gone as fkr as the main branch of Alaria's river, 
at the distance of ten miles, through au open ex- 
tensive valley, in which "were scattered a great 
number of lodges lately evacuatj^d. The neit 
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Satuniay, 38, the 'weatber was still cloudy, eo 
tbat no obeervatioa could be made, and what 
added to our disappointment, captain Lewie's 
chronometer stopped yesterday from some un- 
known cause, though nben set in motion again it 
■went aa usual. We novr despaired of taking the 
longitude of this place; and as our staying any 
longer might endanger our return to the United 
States during the present season, we, therefore, 
waited till nine o'clock, in hopes of a change of 
weather ; but seeing no prospect of that kind, we 
mounted our horses, and leading with reluctance 
our position, which we now named Camp Die- 
appointment, directed our course across the open 
plains, in a direction nearly eoutheoet. At twelve 
miles distance we reached a branch of Maria's 
river, about siity-fiTe yards wide, which we 
crossed, and continued along its southern side for 
two miles, where it is joined by another branch, 
nearly equal in sue from the southwest, and for 
more clear than the north branch, which is turbid, 
though the beds of both are composed of pebbles. 
We now decided on pursuing this river to its junc- 
tion with the fork of Maria's river, which we had 
ascended, and then cross the country obUquely to 
Tansy river, and descend that stream to its con- 
fluence with Maria's river. We, therefore, crossed 
and descended the river, and at one mile below the 
junction, halted to let the horses groee in a fertile 
bottom, in which were some Indian lodges, that 
appear to have been inhabited during the last 
winter. We here discern more timber than the 
country in general possCBses ; for besides an under- 
growth of rose, honeysuckle, and redherry hushea, 
and a small quantity of willow timber, the three 
species of Cottonwood, the narrow-leafed, the 
broad-leafed, and the species known to the Colum- 
186 



w 

I 



UP THE MISSOUHI. 

bia, though here seen for the first time on the 
Mieaouri, are all united at this place. Game too, 
appe&re in greater abundance. We eaw a few 
antelopes and wolvee, and killed a buck, beeideii 
which we Baw also two of the Hmatl burrowing 
foxes of the plains, about the eiie of the common 
domestic cat, and of a reddish brown colour, ex- 
cept the tail, which is black. 

At the distance of three miles, we ascended the 
hills close to the river Bide, while Drewyer pursued 
the valley of the river on the opposite side. But 
scarcely had captain Lewis reached the high plain, 
when he saw about a mile on hia left, a collection 
of about thirty horses. He immediately halted, 
aud by the aid of his Bpy-glase diacovered that 
one half of the horses were saddled, and that on 
the eminence above the horees, several Indiana 
were looking down towards the river, probably 
at Drewyer. This was a most unwelcome sight. 
Their probable numbers rendered any conteatwith 
them of doubtful issue; to attempt to escape 
would only invite pursuit, and our horeee were so 
bad that we must certainly be overtaken; be- 
eidea which, Drewyer could not yet be aware that 
the Indiana were near, and if we ran he would 
most probably be aacriflced. We therefore deter- 
mined to make the best of our situation, and ad- 
vance towards them in a friendly manner. The 
flag which we had brought in case of any such 
accident was therefore displayed, and we con- 
tinued slowly our march towards them. Their 
■whole attention was ao engaged by Drewyer, that 
they did not immediately discover us. As aoon as 
they did see us, they appeared to be much alarmed 
and ran about in confusion, and some of them 
came down the hill and drove their horses within 
gunshot of the eminence, to which they then re- 
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turned, as If to wait oar flrrival. When we came 
Avithin a quarter of a, mile, one of the Indiana 
mounted and rode at full speed t 
when within a hunilred paces of us, he halted, and 
captain JjCwIb who ha:d alighted to r 
held out hie hand, and beckoned to him to ap- 
proach, he only looked at na for eome time, and 
then, without Baying a word, returned to his 
companione with as much haste &b he had ad- 
vanced. The whole party now descended the hill 
and rode towards ue. As yet we eaw only eight, 
but presumed that there must be more behind us, 
as there were several horses saddled. We how- 
ever advanced, and captain Lewis now told bis 
two men that he believed these were the Minne- 
tarees of Fort de Prairie, who, from their in- 
famous character, would in all probability at- 
tempt to rob them ; but being determined to die, 
rather than lose his papers and instruments, be 
intended to resist to the last extremity, and 
advised them to do the same, and to be on the 
alert should there be any disposition to attack us. 
When the two parties came within a hundred 
yards of each other, all the Indians, except one, 
halted ; captain Lewis therefore ordered his two 
men to halt white he advanced, and after shaking 
bands with the Indian, went on and did the same 
with the others in the rear, while the Indian him- 
self shook hands with the two men. They all 
now came up, and after alighting, the Indians 
asked to smoke with us. Captain Lewis, who 
was very anxious for Drewyer's safety, told them 
that the man who had gone down the river had 
the pipe, and requested that aa they had seen him, 
one of them would accompany B. Fields to bring 
him back. To this they assented, and Fields went 
with a joung man in search of Drewyer. Cap- 
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north of Maria's river. With tixe first of the«e 
there woe a. white man. Thej added, that trom 
this place to the establish meat on the tiaBkosha- 
wan, at which thej trade, is odIv sis dajs' eaaj 
march; that is, such b. day*a jouruey aa can be 
made with their women and children, bo tliat we 
computed the dietanue at one hundred and llitjr 
miles. There tbey carrj the skins i>f wolves aod 
some beavere, and exchauge them for gnns, am- 
munition, blankets, aptrituouB liquora, and the 
other articles of Indiaji traffic. Captain Lewis in 
turn informed them that be had come iWim a 
great distance up the large river which runs to- 
wards the rising Bun; that he had been asfbroB 
the great lake where the sun seta; that be had 
seen monj nations, the greater part of n'hom were 
at war with each other, but by hi» mediation 
were restored to peace ; and all hod been invited 
to come and trade with him west of the monn- 
tains; he was now on his waj home, but had 
left his companions at the falls, and come in 
seardi of the Minnetarees, in hopes of inducing 
them to Uve at peace 'with their neighbours, and 
to visit the trading houses which would be formed 
at the entrance of Mariana river. They said that 
they were anxious of being at peace with the 
TushepawB, but those people had lately killed a 
number of their relations, as they proved by 
showing eeverol of the party who bad their hair 
cut as a sign of mourning. They were equally 
willing, they added, to come down and trade with 
ua. Captain Lewis therefore proiHised tliat they 
should send some of their young men to invite all 
their band to meet us at the mouth of Jlaria'a 
river, and the rest of the party to go with us to 
that place, where he hoped to find his men, offer- 
ing them ten horses and some tobacco in case the; 
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iraiild occompaay ns. To tbia thi. 
ply. Findiog them very fond ofthe,^ 
Lewie, who waa dCBiroua of keeping * 
watch during the night, smoked witti' 
a late hour, and as soon ae they web 
he woke K. Fields, and ordering him * 
all in case anj Indian left the cam^ 
would probably attempt to steal oar A 
lay down by the side of Drewyer in tb^ 
all the Indians, while the Fields wew 
near the Are at the mouth of it. At e\ 

Sonday 3T, the Indians got up and crowded 
ronnd the fire near which J. Fields, who woe the» 
on watch, had carelessly left tiie rifle, near tlie 
head of bis brother, who was atill asleep. One aT 
the Indians slipped behind him, and unperceiv»#, 
took hie brother's and his own rifle, while at tke 
same time, two others seised those of Drewyer 
and captain Lewis. As soon as Fields turned 
ronnd, he saw the Indian running ofl" with the 
rifles, and instantly calling his brother, they pur- 
sued him for lifty or sisty yards, and just us they 
overtook him, in the sculfle for the rifles, R. Fields 
stabbed hitn through the heart with his knilb; the 
Indian ran about lilte«a steps and Ibll dead. Tbef 
now nut back with their riHes to the camp. The 
moment the fallow touclied his gun, Drewyer, wh* 
was awake, jumped up and wrested her ftvat 
him. The noise awoke captain Lewis, who in- 
stantly started ftom the ground and reached ti> 
seize hie gun, but findiog her gone, drew a piHt»l 
troia hia belt and turning about saw the lodtan 
running ofl" with her. He followed him ud 
ordered bim to lay ber down, which he was doinj 
just as the Fields came up, and were taking aiat 
to shoot him, when captain Xjewis ordered thnt 
BOt to fire, as the Indian did not appear to inMdd 
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Any mischief. He dropped the gun and was going 
«lowl,v off aa Drewjer came out and a«ked per- 
tulaaiou to kill him, b ut tliiij captain Lewis Ibrbid 
AB he bad uot jet attempted to bhoot aa. But 
finding that the Indiana were now endeavouring 
to drive oil' all the horaes, he ordered three of 
them to follow the main party who were chasing 
-the horses up the river, and fire instantly upon the 
thieves; while he, without taking time to run for 
bia shot-pouch, pursued the fellow who had Btolen 
hiH gun and another Indian, who were driving 
«wtty the horaea on the left of the camp. He 
pressed them ao closely that they left twelve of 
their horses, but continued to driveoffone of our 
own. At the distauce of three hundred paces they 
entered a steep nicne in the river bluSs, when 
captain Lewis, being too mut:h out of breath to 
pursue them any further, called out, as he did 
several times before, that unless they gave up the 
horse he would shoot them. As he raised his guD 
one of the Indiana jumped behind a, rock and 
epoke to the other, who stopped at the distance 
■of thirty paces, as captain Lewis shot him in the 
belly. He Ml on hie Ifneea and right elbow, but 
raising himself a, little, fired, and then crawled 
behind a rock. The shot had nearly been flttal, 
for captain Lewis, who was bareheaded, ffelt the 
wind of the ball very distinctly. Not having his 
flhot-pouch, he could not reload his rifie, and hav- 
ing only a single load also for hia piatol, he 
thought it nioat prudent not to attack the In- 
dians, and therefore retired alowly to the camp. 
He was met by Drewyer, who hearing the report 
of the guna, had come to hiti assiatance, leaving 
the Fields to pursue the Indians. Captain Lewis 
■ordered him to call ont to them to deaiat fi'om the 
mirsuit, as we could take the horses of the Indiajis 
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in place of oar own. bat thej were at too great 
a distance to hear him. He therefore returned to 
the camp, and whllet he mob saddling the horee«, 
the Fields returned with, four of our own, bavins' 
followed the Indians until two of them awam the 
river, two others ascended the hills, so that the 
horses became dispersed. We, however, were 
rather Kainers by this contest, for we took four of 
the Indian horees, and lost only one of our own. 
Besides which, we found in the camp four shields, 
two bows with quivers, and one of the guns 
which we took with us, and also the flag which 
we had prewnted to them, but left the medal 
round the neck of the dead man, in order that 
they might be informed who we were. The rest 
of their baggage, escept some buflalo meat, we 
left; and an there waa no time to be lost, we 
mounted our horses, and after ascending the river 
hilli^, took our course through the beautiJ^l level 
plains, in a direction a little to the south of east. 
We had no doubt but that we should be imme- 
diately pursued by a much larger party, and that. 
as soon as intelligence was given to the band 
near the Broken mountains, they would hasten toi 
the mouth of Maria's river to intercept us. We 
hope, however, to be there before them, so as to 
form a junction with our ftieuds. Wb therefore' 
pushed our horaee aa fast as we possibly could; 
and fortunately for us, the Indian horses were 
very good, the plains perfectly level, and without 
many stones or prickly pears, and in fine order 
for travelling after the late rains. At eight milea 
from our camp we passed a stream forty yards 
wide, to which, from the occurrence of the n 
ing, we gave the name of Battle river. At three 
o'clock we reached Hose river, five miles above 
where we had formerly passed it, and having now 
Tol. lU.— 18 193 




Kame hy estimate Biit;-three railee, halted for an 
kaur and a half to refreah our horses; then pur- 
wed our journej BeventeeD miles further, when, as 
tke night c^aIDe on, we killed a buflUlo, and again 
stopped for two hours. The sky waa now over- 
clouded, bu» as the moon gave light enoug'h to 
■haw UB tha route, we continued along through 
immense herds of bufl^lo for twenty miles, and 
tken almost exhausted with fii.tigue, halted at two 
u the morning, 

Monday, 2S, to rest ourselves and tha horiee. 
At daylight we awoke sore aud scarcely able to 
■tJtiid ; but ai our own Uvea aa well a» thoae of 
•ur companions depended on our pressing for- 
ward, we mounted our horses and set out. The 
men vrere desirous of troHsing the Missouri, at the 
Grog spring, where Rose river approaches so near 
the river, and passing down the southwest side of 
it, and thus avoid the t^onntry at the junction of 
tie two rivers, through, which the enemy would 
most probably pursue us. But as tMa circuitous 
ronte would consume the whole day, and the 
ladiaus might in the meantime attack the canoes 
wA the point, captain Lewis told his party it waa 
now their duty to risk their lives for their ftiends 
and coinpaniona ; that he would proceed imme- 
diately to the point, to give the alarm to the 
canoes, and if they had not yet arrived, he would 
raft the Missouri, and after hiding the baggage, 
aacend the river on foot through the woods till he 
met them. He told thent also that it was his 
deter miaation, in case they were attacked in 
M»88ing Iho plains, to tie the bridles of the horses 
and stand together till they had either routed 
tkeir enemies, or eold their lire^s aa dearly as poa- 
eikle. To this they all aeaented, and we therefore 
«MitiDued our route to the eastward, till at the 
1»1 
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distanee of twelve miles we came 

. when we beard a noise which seemed like 
the report of a gun. We therefore quickened our 
pace for eight miles further, and about fire miiea 
from the Grog spring, now beard distinctly the 
noiee of eeTeral rifles, ftoni the river. We hurried 
to the bank, and aaw with exquieite eatisfiictioii 
our friends coming down the river. They landed 
to greet us, and after turning our horeea loose, we 
embarked with onr baggage, and went down to 
the spot where we had made a deposit. This, 
after reconnoitering the adjacent country, we 
opened ; but unfortunately the cache had caved in, 
and most of the articles were injured. We toolc 
whatever wae still worth preserving, and imme- 
diately proceeded to the point, where we found 
our deposita in good order. By a singular good 
fortune we were here joined by sergeant (Jasa and 
Willard IVom the falls, who had been ordered to 
bring the hordes here to assist in collecting meat 
for the voyage, as it had been calculated that the 
canoes would reach this place much sooner thaa 
captain Lewis's party. Afl^r a very heavy shower 
of rain and hail, attended with violent thunder 
and lightning, we left the point, and giving a. 
final discharge to our horses, went over to the 
island where we had left our red periogue, which 
however we found bo much dewiyed that we had 
no means of repairing her : we, therefore, took all 
the iron work out of her, and proceeded down tie 
river fifteen miles, and encamped near some cot^ 
tonwood trees, one of which was of the narrow- 
leafed species, and the first of that species we had 
remarked as we ascended the river. 

Sergeant Ordway's party, which had left the 
mouth of Madisou riv«r on the 13th, had de- 
wended iu safety to tli« Whitebear islands, when 
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he arrived on the IDth, and after coUectiag the 
baggage, left the falls on Che STth in the white 
periogTie, aud five canoes, while sergeant Gaas and 
Willard BBt lut at the same time by laod with the 
borseB, and thus fortunately met together. 

Tnnsdny, 29.—.^ violent storm of rain and hai] 
came on last night, and as we had no means of 
making a shelter, we la; iu the rain, aud during 
the whole day continued so exposed. The two 
small canoes were sent ahead in order to hunt elk 
and buSalo, which are in immense qaantities, eo 
OS to provide shelter as well as food for the party. 
We then proceeded very rapidly with the aid of a 
atrong current, and after passing at one o'clock 
the Natural walls, encamped late in the evening at 
our former encampment of the 2l>thof May, 1805. 
The river is now as high Jis it has been during the 
present season, and erery little rivulet discharges 
torrents of water, whicti bring dowu such quanti- 
ties of mud and sand, tbat we can scarcely drink 
the water of the Missouri. The buffalo continue 
to be very numerous, but the elk are few. The 
bighorns, however, are in great numbers along 
the steep cliffs of the river, and being now ia fine 
-order, their flesh is extremely tender, delicate, and 
well flavoured, and resembles in colour and fla- 
vour our mutton, though it is not so strong. 
The brown curlew has disappeared, and has 
probably gone to some other climate after rearing 
its young in these plains. 

WedaesJay, 50.— The rain still prevented ua 
ftom stopping to dry our baggage, and we there- 
fore proceeded with a strong current, which joined 
to our oars, enabled us to advance at the rate of 
seven miles an hour. IVe went on shore several 
times for the purpose of hunting, and procured 
flereraJ bighorns, two buflhlo, a beaver, an elk, 
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and a t^male brown bear, whose talons were six 
and a quarter inches in length. In the evening we 
encamped on an island two miles above (iood- 
ricb'e island, and early in the morning, 

Thursday, 31, continued our route in the rain, 
passing, during the greater part of the daj, 
through high pine hills, sucteeded by low grounds 
abounding in timber and game. The buffalo are 
Karce; but we procured fifteen elk, fourteen deer, 
two bighoms, and a beaver. The elk are in fine 
order, particularly the males, who now herd to- 
gether in sma!! parties. Their horns hare reached 
their full growth, but ill retain the velvet or skin 
which covers them. Through the bottoms are 
•nattered a number of lodges, soine of which seem 
to have been built last winter, and were probably 
occupied by the Minnetarees of Fort de Prairie. 
The river is still rising, and more rauddy than we 
have ever seen it. Late last night we took shelter 
fifora the rain in some old Indian lodges, abont 
4dglit miles below tlie entrance of North-mountain 
«reek, and then set ont, 

Fiidaj, August 1, at an early hour. We passed 
the Muscleshell river at eleven o'clock, and fifteen 
miles t\irtber landed at same Indian lodges, where 
we determined to pass the night, for the rain 
«tli] continued, and we feared that the skins of 
the bighorn would spoil by being cosstautfy 
wet. Having made flree, therefore, and exposed 
them to dry, we proceeded to hunt. The nest 
day, 

Satiirdoj, 2, was f^r and warm, and we availed 
ourselves of this occasion to dry all our baggage 
bi the sun. Such is the immediate efiect of fiur 
weather, that since lost evening the river has 
&llen eighteen inches. Two men were sent for- 
ward in a canoe to hunt; and now, having re- 
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loaded our caaoee, we resolved to go on ae fyat 
aa possible, aud accordingly set out, 

Sundoj; 3, at an early hour, and withoat stop- 
ping as nauftl to cook e. dinner, encamped in the 
evening two miles above oar tamp oi" ilay 13, 
180j. We were here joined by the two hunters, 
who had killed twenty-nine deer since they left ua. 
Tbeae animals are in great abundance in the river 
bottoms, and very gentle. We passed also a great 
number of elk, wolves, some bear, beaver, geeae, a 
few ducks, the parti-coloured torvua, a calumet 
eagle, some bald eagles, and red-headed wood' 
peckers, but very few bntfalo. By four o'clock 
next morning, 

Momlaj, 4, we were again in motion. At elevea 
we passed the Bigdry river, which has now a 
bold, even, but shallow current, sixty yarda ia 
width, and halted for a few minutes at the moutb 
of Milk river. This stream ia at present full of 
water, resembling in colour that of the Missouri, 
and OS it possesses q.uite as much water as 
Maria's river, we have no doubt that, it extends 
to a considerable distance towards the noixh. 
We here killed a very large rattlesnake. Sooa 
after we passed several herds of buffalo and elk, 
and encamped at night, two milea below the gulf, 
on the northeast side of the river. For the first 
time this season we were saluted with the cry of 
the whlppoorwill, or goabaucker of the Missouri. 

TaeMAf, 5. — We waited until noon in hopes of 
being overtaken by two of the men, who had 
gone ahead in a canoe to hunt two days ago, 
but who were at a diatajice from the river, as we 
passed them. As they did not arrive by that 
time, we concluded that they had passed us in the 
night, and therefore proceeded until late, when we 
encamped about ten miles below LittJedrj river. 
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We again saw great numbers of buffalo, elk, deer, 
Antelupe, and n'olvee; also eagles, aud other 
birds, among which were geese an'l a solitary 
pelican, neither of whom can Bj at present, as 
they are now shedding the feathers of their wings. 
We also saw several bear, one of them the largegt, 
except one, we had ever eeen, for he measured nine 
feet from the noae to the eitremity of tlie tail. 

During the night a violent storm came on from 
the northeast with such torrents of rain that we 
had scarcely time to unload the canoes before they 
filled with water, HaTing no shelter, we our- 
selves were completely wet to tiie skin, and tlie 
wind and cold air made our situation very uQ' 
pleasant. We left it early, 

Wedneada^, (>; but after we had passed Porcu- 
pine river, were, by the high wind, obliged to lie 
by until four o'clock, when the wind abating we 
eoutinued, and at night encamped Sve miles below 
our camp of the 1st of May, 1805. Here we were 
again drenched by the rain, which lasted all the 
next morning, 

Tbarsday, 7; but being resolved, if possible, to 
i«ach the Yellowstone, a distance of eighty-three 
Diiles, iu the course oX the day, we set out early, 
sod being fkvoured by tbe rapid current and good 
oarsmen, proceeded witb great speed. In passing 
Martha's river, we observed that its mouth is at 
present a quarter of a mile lower than it was last 
jear. Here we find for the first time the appear- 
ance of coal-bumt hills and puinicestone, which 
eeem always to accompany each other. At this 
place aliK) are the first elms and dwarf cedars in 
the bluffs of the river. The ash first makes its 
appearance in one solitary tree at the Ash rapid, 
but is seen occasionally scattered through the low 
grounds at the Elk rapid, and thence downwards. 
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tliongh it ia generally small. The whole country 
on the northeast Bide, between Martha and Jtilit 
rivers, ie b. beautiful lerel plsin, with a aoil mucti 
more fertile than that higher up the river. The 
buffalo, elk, aud other aalmale atill continue 
nuniBrous; as are also the bear, who lie in wait 
at the croaaing piaceB, where they aeiie elk and thcf 
weaker cattle, and then stay by the carcase in 
order to keep off the wolves, till the whole is de- 
voured. Atfour o'clock we reached the mouth of 
TelloWBtone, where we found a note fVoiu captain 
Clark, informing ua of hia intention of waiting for 
ne a few milea beiow. We therefore left a memo- 
randum for our two huntumen, whom we no\i' 
Buppoaed muat be behind us, and then pursued 
OUF courae till night came ( 
to overtake captain Clark, ■> 
morning, 

Friday, 8, we set ont i; 
captain Clark; but aft^r descending to nearly the 
entrance of White-earth riverwithout beingable to 
Bee him, we were at a losa what to conjecture. In 
this situation ive landed, and began to caulk and 
repair the canoea, as well as prepare some skins 
for clothing, for since we left the Rocky moun- 
tains we have had no leisure to moke clothes, ao 
that the greater part of the men are almost 
naked. In these occupations we paased this and 
the following day, without any interruption ex- 
cept ftom the raoBiiuitoes, which are very trouble- 
some, and then having completed the repaire of 
the canoes, we embarked, 

Sunday, 10, at five in the afternoon; but the 
wind and rain prevented ne going further than 
near the entrance of White-earth river. The next 
day, 

Monday 11, being anxious to reach the Burnt 
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powered by numbera, retreat towards the boat^ 
keeping up a fire; then limping back to tbe peri- 
ogne, he prepared himself with hie rifle, a pistol, 
and tbe air-gun, to eel] bis lift dearly in coee the 
men ehould be overcome. In this state of anxiety 
and suspense be remained for about twentj' min- 
ntes, when the party returned with Cruzatte, and 
reported that do Indioae could be seen in the 
neighbourhood. Cruzatte was now much alarmed 
and declared tliat he bad ehot an elk after cap- 
tain Lewis left him, but diBeiaimed every idea of 
having intentional] y wounded his officer. There 
was no doubt but that he was tbe person who 
gave tbe wound, yet aa it seemed to be perfectly 
accidental, and Cruiatte had always conducted 
himself with propriety, no farther notice was 
taken of it. Tbe wound was now dressed, and 
patent lint put into tbe holes; but though it bled 
considerably, yet as the ball bad touched neither 
a bone nor an artery, we hope that it may not 
prove fatal. As it was, however, iraposBible for 
him to make tbe observation of the latitude of the 
Burnt hills, which is chiefly desirable, a£ being the 
most northern parts of the Missouri, he declined 
remaining till to-morrow, and proceeded on till 
evening. Captain Lewis could not now be re- 
moved without great pain, as he had a high 
fever. He therefore remained on board during the 
night, and early the next morning, 

Tuesday, 12, proceeded with as much espedition 
as possible, and soon afterwards we put ashore to 
visit a camp, which we found to be that of Dick- 
eon and Hancock, the two Illinois traders, who 
told Ds that they had seen captain Clark yester- 
day. As we stopped with them, we were over- 
taken by our two hunters, Colter and Collins, 
who had been missisg since the third, and whoHO- 
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absence excited much utteoetDees. Tbej informed 
us, tliat after following ue the flret daj, tiey con- 
cluded that we must be behind, and n'aited for ns 
during severa! days, when they were tonvinL-ed of 
their mistake, and bad tbeii conte on as rapidly 
as they could. We made some presents to tiie two 
traders, and then proceeded till at one o'ulock we 
joined our (Mends and companions under capttiin 
Clark. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

The party commttmled bycnplafa Olarfe. previous W bin belnR 
Joined by captsta Lawls, proceed ulDiie Clark'a river. Id pur- 
cuBDce at tbe route mentloiied la s prece<llBB: cbapler— Tbelr 



atance ol Bacajawea'a etjenRth ol memory— Description of Uib 
rlyer aod ot tbe surrounding qounUr as lie party proceed— 
Seyeral of tbe horses belnoflnit lo tlie party supposed lobe 
Elolen by Uiefr Indian neisbbouis— Tbey resGb Wisdom rlTer 
—ExtraurdlDory lieiii oE a sprlns— Tlie strong uttacbment of 
tbe party (or lobaoto, wliiCli iSey Und on opening a cadie— 
Sereennt Ordway recavers Uie horses— GapUln Clarli dirtdes 
his party, one detaclimenl of whloh whs lo descend the rlier— 
They reach QaUaUn and Jefferson rivera, ol wblfh a descrip- 
Hoa is sivan— Arrive at the YellowstODO river— Some account 
ot Otter and Beayet rivers— An eiample ot Indian tortidca- 
Uon— One ot the party seriously and accidentally wounded- 
Engoeed In the construction of ranoea— Twenty.four hotaes 
elolen. probably by tbe Indians, in one nlicbt. 

Thursday, July 3, ISOS.—Oa taking leaTe of 
captain Lewis and the IndianH, the other divieion, 
conBisting of captain Clark vritb fifc««n men and 
fifty horaea, eet out through the vallej of Clark's 
river, along the western aide of which they rode 
in a southern direction. The valley is from ten to 
fifteen miles in width, tolerably level, and partially 
covered with the long-leafed and the pitch pine, 
with some cottonwood, birch, and sweet willow 
on the borders of the streams. Among the herb- 
age are two species of clover, one the white 
clover common to the western parts of the United 
States, the other much smaller both in its leaf and 
blossom than either the red or white clover, and 
particularly relished by the horses. After crossing 
eight diOferent etreams of water, four of which 
were small, we halted at the distance of eighteen 
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mites on the apper Bide of a isttge creek, where we 
let our horeeis graze, and ailer dinner resumed our 
journey in the same direction we had pursued dur- 
ing the morning, till at the distance of eighteen 
miles further, we encaiaped ou the north aide of ft 
large creek. The valley became more beautiful ae 
we proceeded, and wag diversiHed by a number of 
Binall open plains, abounding with grasa, and a. 
variety of Bweet-Bcented plants, and watered by 
ten streams which rush fl-om the western moun- 
tains with considerable Telocity. The raountaina 
themBelvea are covered with snow about one-lifth 
from the top, and some anow is Btill to be seen on 
the high points and in the hollows of the moun- 
tains to the eastward. In the courBe of our ride 
we saw a great number of deer, a single bear, and 
Bome of the burrowing squirrels common about 
the Quamash flats. The moaquitoeu too werevery 
troublesome. 

Fridaj, July 4.—'Ra,r\j in the morning three 
hunters were sent out, and the rest of the party 
having collected the horses and breakfasted, we 
proceeded at seven o'clock up the valley, which is 
now contracted to the width of from eight to ten 
miles, with a good proportion of pitth pine, 
though its low lands, ae well as the bottoms of 
the creeks, are strewed with large stones. We 
crossed five creeks of different sizes, but of great 
depth, and so rapid, that in passing the last,. 
BBverftI of the horses wer< driven down the stream 
and some of our baggage wet. Near this river we 
saw the tracks of two Indians, whom we eup- 
poeed to be Shoshonees. Having made eixteea 
miles, we halted at an early hour for the purpoBe 
of doing honour to the birth-day of our country's 
independence. The {festival was not very splendid, 
for it consisted of & mn«h made of cows and a 
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•addle of venison, nor had we any thing to tempt 
Ufi to prolong it. We therefore went on till at the 
diatance of a mile wa came to a. very large creek, 
■which, lite ali those in the Talley, had an immense 
rapidity of descent; and we therefore proceeded up 
for some distance, in order to select the most con- 
venient spot for fording. Even there, however, 
such waa the violence of the current, that al- 
though the water was not higher than the belliea 
of the horses, the resistance they made in paesing, 
caused the stream to rise over their hacks and 
loads. After passing the creek we inclined to the 
left, and soon after struck the road which we had 
descended last year, near the spot where we dined 
on the 7th of September. Along this road we 
continued on the west aide of Clark'8 river, till at 
the distancB of thirteen miies, during which we 
passed tJiree more deep large creeks, we reached 
its western branch, where we encamped, and hav- 
ing sent out two hunters, dispatched some men to 
examine the beat ford aeroBS the rirer. The game 
of to-day consisted of four deer ; though we also 
eaw a herd of ibes, or bighorn. By daylight the 
next morning, 

Saturday, Ja/jr 5, we again examined the fords, 
and having discovered what we conceived to be 
the best, began the paasage at a place where the 
river is divided by small islands into six di&erent 
channels. We, however, crossed them all without 
any damage, except wetting some of our provis- 
ions and merchandise; and at the distance of a 
mile came to the eastern branch, up which we 
proceeded about a mile, till we came into the old 
road we had descended in the autumn. It soon 
led us across the river, which we found had Ikllen 
to the same depth at which we found it last 
Autumn, and along its eastern bank to the foot of 
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the moimtaiD nearly oppoait^ Flower creek. Here 
we halted to let our boree^ graze, near a spot 
where there was atill a Are burning and the tracks 
of two horBes, which we presumed to be ShoBho- 
oeee; and having dried all our provisioue, pro- 
ceeded at about four o^clock, a4:roBs the mountain 
into the vallej where we had first seen the Flat- 
heada. We then crossed the river, whieb we now 
perceived took its rise fi'oni a high peaked moun- 
tain at about twenty miles to the northeast of the 
valley, and then passed up it for two miles, and 
encamped after a ride of twenty miles during the 
day. Ab soon as we halted several men were de- 
spatched in diiferent directions to examine the 
road, and from their report, concluded that th« 
best path would be one about three mitea up the 
cjeek. This is the road travelled by the Ootla- 
Bhoots, and will certainly shorten onr route two 
days at least, besides being much better, aa we 
had been informed by the Indians, than by that 
we came la«t Ml. 

Suadaj, 6. — The night was very cold, succeeded 
by ftost 1q the morning; and aa the horses were 
much scattered, we were not able to set out before 
nine o'clock. We then went along the creek for 
three miles, and leaving to the rijjht the path by 
which we came last fhjl, pursued the road taken 
by the Uotlashoots, up a gentle at-ccnt to the 
diriding mountain whit^h separates tht waters of 
the middle fork of Ciark"B river, from those of 
Wiadom and Lewis's rivers. On rea<:hjng the 
other side, we came to Glade creek, down which 
we proceeded, crossing it frequently into the 
glades on eath side, where the timber is small, and 
ia many places destroyed by fire; where are great 
qnantitiea of quamash now in bloom. Through- 
out the glades are great numbers of holes mode 
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Ij tb^ whiatling or burrowing aquirrel; and we 
killed fitiare of the targe mouDtaia gpeciea. Along 
these roads there are also appearanuea of old buf- 
fklo pache, and eome old lieada of bufl'aloee; and 
aa these animalB have ~n-onderi'ul sagacity iu the 
choice uf their routes, the coincidence of a buffalo 
with an Indian road, was the strongest assurance 
that it was the best. In the afternoon n*e passed 
along the hiil-aide, north of the creek, till, in the 
course of aii miles, we entered an extensive level 
plain. Here the tracks of the Indians scattered so 
much that we could no longer pursue it, but 
fiacajawea recognised the plain immedlatelj. 
She had travelled it ol'ten during her childhood, 
and informed us that it was the great resort of 
the Shoshonees, who came for the purpose of 
gathering quamaah and cows, and of taking 
beaver, with which the plain abounded, and that 
tilade creek woe a branch of Wisdom river, and 
that on rea^ihiug tJie higher part of the plain, we 
should see a gap in the mountains, on the course 
to our canoes, and iVoni that gap a high point of 
mountain covered with snow. At the diatance of 
a mile we crossed a large creek ftom the right, 
rising, as well as Fish creek, in a snowy moun- 
tain, over which there ie a gap. Soon after, on 
ascending a rising ground, the country spreads 
itself into a beautiful plain, extending north and 
south about fifteen miles wide and thirty in 
length, and surrounded on all sides by high points 
of mountains covered with snow, among which 
was the gap pointed out by the squaw, bearing 
S. 56' E. We had not gone two miles from the 
last creek when we were overtaken by a violent 
fitorm of wind, aceonapanied with hard rain, 
which lasted au hour and a half. Having no 
shelter, we formed a solid column to protect our- 
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^^^^1 eelvee tram the gaet, and then went on five miles 
^^^^1 to A sroall creek, n-here Aoding eume small timber, 
^^^^^ we encamped for the night, and dried ourselves, 
^^^^m We here ohserved some fresh signs of Indians, who 
^^^^1 had been gathering qnamatih. Our distance was 
^^^^P tweatjr-eis miles. In tlie morning, 
^^^^P Monday, T, our horses were ho much scattered, 

^^^^1 that although we sent out hunters in every direc- 
^^^^1 tJOQ, to range the countrj for six or eight miles, 
^^^^1 nine of them could not be recovered. They were 
^^^^H the moHt valuable of all our horecH, and so mucb 
^^^^1 attached to some of their companionB, that it was 
^^^^P difficult to separate them in the daj-time. We 
^^^^ therefore presumed that they must have been 
r stolen by some roving Indians, and accordingly 

I left a party of five men to continue the pursuit, 

I while the rest went on to the spot where thff 

I canoes had been deposited. Accordingly we set 

I out at ten o'clock, and pursued a course B. 56" 

I E. across the valley which we found to be watered 

P by four large creeks, with extensive low and miry 

' bottoms; and then reached Wisdom river, along 

the northeast side of which we continued, till at 
the distance of sixteen miles we came to the three 
branches. Near that place we Btop]>ed for dinner 
at a hot spring situated in the open plain. The 
bed of the spring Is about flfteeii yardh< in circum- 
ference, and composed of loose, hard, gritty 
stones, through which the water boils in great 
quantities. It is elightlj impregnated with sul- 
phur, aud so hot that a piece of meat about the 
Bi«e of three fingers, was completely done in 
twenty-five minutes. After dinner we proceeded 
across the eastern branch, and along the north 
side of the middle branch for nine miles, when we 
reached the gap in tie mountains, and took our 
last ieave of this estensive valley, which we called 
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the HotBpring valley. It is indeed a beautiflil 
country; though enclosed by niountaina covered 
■with anow, the soil is eiceedingly fertile and well 
euppiied with eaculeat plants ; while its numerous 
creeks furnish immense quttntitieB of beaver. An- 
other valley lees esteneive and more rugged 
opened itself to our view aa we passed through 
the gap; but as we had made twenty-five miles, 
and the night was advancing, we halted near 
some handrtome springs, which f^U into Willard'a 
creek. After a cold night, during which our 
horses separat«i and could not be eoUeetftd till 
eight o'clock in the morning, 

Tui'srlsy, f, we crossed the valley along the 
Bonthwest side of Willard's creek for twelve miles, 
when it entered the mountains, and then turning 
8. 20 ■ E. came to the Hiioehonee cove, after riding 
seven miles; whence we proceeded down the west 
branch of Jefferson river, and at the distance of 
nine miles, reached its forks, where we had depos- 
ited our merchandise in the month of August. 
Most of the men were in the habit of chewing 
tobacco ; and such was their eagerness to procure 
it afWr BO long a privation, that they scarcely 
took the saddles itom their horses before they ran 
to the cave, and were delighted at being able to 
resume this fascinating indulgence. This was one 
of the severest privations which we have encoun- 
tered. Some of the men, whose tomahawks were 
so constructed as to answer the purposes of pipes, 
broke the handles of these instruments, and after 
cutting them into small fVagmeuts, chewed them; 
the wood having, by ftequent smoking, become 
strongly impregnated with the taste of that 
plant. We found every thing safe, though some of 
the goods were a UCtle damp, and one of the 
ctmoes had a hole. The ride of this day was 
210 



UP THE mSSOURI. 

twenty-eeren milee in length, and through a 
country divereifled by low marshy grounds, and 
high, open, and atony plains, termiuated hy high 
mountaiiiB, on the tops and along the northern 
Bides of which the enow atill remained. Over 
the whole were scattered great quantities of 
hyssop and the diSerent species of shrubs, common 
to the plains of the MissouTi. 

We had now crossed the whole distance IVom 
Traveller's-reBt creek to the head of Jeflferson'a 
rirer, which seems to form the best and shortest 
route over the mountains, during almost the 
whole distance of one hundred and sixty-four 
miles. It is, in f^t, a Tery excellent road, and by 
cutting a f^w trees, might be rendered a good 
route for wagons, with the exception of about 
four miles over one of the mountains, which 
would require some levelling. 

Wednestlaj; ff.— We were all occupied in raising 
and repairing the canoes, and making the neces- 
sary preparations for resuming our journey to- 
morrow. The day prored cold and windy, ao 
that the canoes were soon dried. We were here 
overtaken by sergeant Ordway and his party, 
who had discovered our horses near the head of 
the creek on which we encamped, and although 
they were very much scattered, and endeavoured 
to escape as fest as they could, he brought them 
back. The squaw found to-day a plant which 
grows in the moist lands, the root of which is 
eaten by the Indians. The eteiti and leaf, as well 
as the root of this plant, resemble the common 
carrot, iu form, size and taate, though the colour 
is of somewhat a paler yellow. The night con- 
tinued very cold, and in the morning, 

Thursday 10, a white fVoat covered the ground; 

the grass was frosen, and the ice three quarters of 
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an incb thick in a basia of water. The baata were 
now loaded, and captain Clarl: divided bis men 
into two banda, one to descend tbe river with the 
baggage, while be, witt the other, proceeded on 
horseback to tbe Eochejaune. After breakfaat the 
two parties set out, those on ehore skirting the 
■eastern side of Jefferson river, through Service 
valley, and over the Rattlesnake mountain, into a 
beautiful and extensive country, known among 
the Indians by tbe name of Hahnabappapchah, 
or Beaverhead valley, from the number of tkose 
animals to be found in it, and aJso ftora a point 
of land resembling the bead of a beaver. It ex- 
tends i>om tbe Rattlesnake mountain bm low as 
Frazier's creek, and is about fifty miles in length, 
in a direct line, while it^ width varies fW)m ten to 
fllteen miles, being watered in its whole course by 
the Jefferson and six different creefca. The valley 
is open and fertile, and besides the innumerable 
quantities of beaver and otter, with which its 
creeks are supplied, tbe bushes of tbe low grounds 
are a fkvonrite resort for deer, while on tbe higher 
parte of the valley ar& seen scattered groups of 
antelopes, and still further, on the steep sides of 
the mountains, we observed many of the bighorn, 
which take refuge there from the wolves and 
bears. At the distance of fifteen miles the two 
parties stopped tu dine, when captain Clark find- 
ing that the river became wider and deeper, and 
that the canoas could advance more rapidly than 
the horses, determined to go himself by wat«r, 
leaving sergeant Pryor with sii men, to bring on 
the horsea. In this way they resumed their jour- 
ney after dinner, and encamped on the eastern 
side of the river, oppoalto the head of the Three- 
tbonsanil-mile island. The beaver were basking 
in great nambers along the shore; they uaw also 
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joungwiid geeseandducka. The moaquitocB 
were very troubleaome (luring the day, but after 
Bonset the weather became cool auii they dieap- 
peared. The uext momiiig, 

Fridfij, 11, captain Clark sent four men ahead 
to hunt, and after an early breakfhst proceeded 
down a very narrow channel, which was rendered 
nwre difficult by a high Bouthwest wind, which 
blew from the high enowy mountainH in that 
quarter, and met them in the face at every bend 
of the river, which waauow become very crooked. 
At noon they passed the bigh point of land on the 
left, to which Beaverhead valley owes ite name, 
and at six o'clock reached Thilanthropy river, 
which was at present very low. The wind now 
shifted to the nortbeaet, and though blg-h, was 
much warmer than before. At seven o'clock they 
reached their encampment at the entrance of Wis- 
dom river on the aiith of August. They found the 
river very high, but falling. Here too, they over- 
took the hunters, who had killed a buck and eome 
young geese. Beaidea these they had aeen a great 
number of geeae and sa.ndhill cranes, and aome 
deer. The beaver too were in great guantitiefl 
along the banks of the rivers, and through the 
night were flapping their taila in the water round 
the boata. Having found the canoe which had 
been left here aa tiey aacended, they employed 
tbeniaelves, 

Saturday, 12, till eight o'clock iu drawing out 
the nails and making paddles of the aidea of it. 
Then leaving one of their canoes here, they Bet 
out after breakfkst. Immediately below the forks 
the current became stronger than above, and the 
course of the river etrajghter, as far as l"anther 
creek, after which it become much more crooked. 
A high Mind now arose from the snowy moun- 
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taina to the northweat, bo that it was witii much 
difficulty and some danger they reached, at three 
o'clock, the entrance of Fields' a creek. After dining 
at that plac«, tbej pursued their course and 
stopped for the night below their encampment of 
the 'Slat of July last. Beaver, young geeee, and 
deer continued to be their game, and they saw 
Home old eigaa of bufthlo. The mosquitoes also 
■were still very troubleeome. 

Sunday, JS.^-Early in the morning they set out, 
and at noon reached the entrance of Madison 
river, where sergeant Pryor had arrived with the 
horaea about an hour before. The horses were 
then driven across Madison and Gallatin rivers, 
and the whole party halted to dine and unload 
the canoes below the mouth of the latter. Here 
the two parties separated ; sergeant Ordway with 
nine men set out in six canoes to descend the 
river, while captain Clark with the remaining ten, 
and the wife and child of Cbaboneau, were to 
proceed by land, with fifty horses, to Yellowstone 
river. They set out at five in the afternoon from 
the forks of the Missouri, in a direction nearly 
eastward ; but as many of the horses had sore 
feet, they were obUged to move slowly, and after 
going four milea, halted for the night on the bank 
of Gallatin's river. This is a beautiful stream, 
and though the current is rapid and obstructed 
by islands near its mouth, is navigable for canoes. 
On its lower side the land rises gradually to the 
foot of a mountain, running almost parallel to it ; 
but the country below it and Madison's river is a 
level plain, covered at present ivith low grass, the 
soil being poor, and injured by stones and strata 
of hard white rock along the bill sides. Through- 
ont the whole, game was very abundant. They 
procured deer in the lo~w groands; beaver and 
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otter were seen in Gallatiii'B river, and elk, wolves. 
eagles, hawks, crows, and gueee, were Been at 
dififereDt parte of the route. The plain was inter- 
BEcted by aeveral great roads, leading to a gap in 
tlie mountain, about twenty niUeB distant, in a 
direction E. K. E. but the Indian woman, who 
was acquainted with the country, rtcoinniended a 
gap more to the southward, Thia course captain 
Clark determined to pursue; and Ihererore at an 
early hour In the inoruiag, 

Monday, 14, crossed (iallatin's river in a direc- 
tion south 78" east, and passing over a level 
plain, reached the Jefi^raan at the distance of six 
miles. That river is here divided into many chan- 
nels, which spread themselves for several miles 
through the low grounds, and are dammed up by 
the beaver in such a manner, that after attempt- 
ing in vain to reach the opposite side, they were 
obliged to turn short about to the right, till with 
some difficulty they reached a low but firm island, 
extending nearly in the course they desired to 
follow. The squaw now^ assured captain Olark 
that the large road from iMedicine river to the gap 
VB were seeking, crossed the upper part of this 
plain. He therefore proceeded four miles up the 
plain and reached the main channel of the river, 
which is still navigable Tor canoes, though much 
divided and dammed up by multitudes of beaver. 
Having forded the river, thej passed through a 
little skirt of cottonwood timber to a low open 
plain, where they dined. They saw elk, deer, and 
antelopes, and in every direction the roads made by 
the bnSklo; aswellas someold signs of them. The 
squaw informed them, that but a ftw years ago 
these animals were numerous, not only here but 
eren to the sources of Jefleraon's river; but of late 
they have disappeared, for the ShosLonees being 
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ftorful of going west of the mouatajna, have 
hunted thie country with more activity, aud of 
course driven the buffalo from their usual haunte. 
After dinner they continued inclining to the Routb 
of east, through an open level plain, till at the 
distance of twelve miles they reached the three 
forks of Gallatin's river. On crossing the south- 
erly branch, they ftll into the bu2H!o road, de- 
scribed by the Bijnaw, which led tlem up the 
middle brancli for two miles; this branch is pro- 
vided with immense quantities of beaver, but is 
sufficiently navigable for email canocR, by unlading 
at the worst dams. After erosaing, they went on 
a mile further, and encamped at the beginning of 
the gap in the mountain, which here forms a kind 
of semicircle, through which the three branches of 
the river pass. Several roads come in ftom the 
right and left, all tending to the gap, A little 
Buotv still remains on a naked mountain to the 
eastward, but in every other direction the moun- 
tains are covered with great quantities. 

I'nestltiy, 15. — After an early breatfest they pur- 
sued the buffalo road over a low gap in the 
mountain to the heads of the eastern fork of 
GallatJn'B river, near which they had encamped 
last evening, and at tbe distance of six miles 
reached the top of the dividing ridge, which sepa- 
rates the waters of the Slissouri and the Yeliow- 
stone; and on descending the ridge, they struck 
one of the streams of the latter river. They fol- 
lowed its course through an open country, with 
high mountains on each side, partially covered 
with pine, and watered by several streams, 
crowded as usual with beaver dams. Nine miles 
fWim the top of the ridge they reached the Yellow- 
stone itself, about a mile and a half below where 
itissnes fVom the Roelij u 
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peared that tie comraumcation betweep the two 
riTerB waa short and eaaj". From the head of the 
Hiseouri at its thret forks to tliis iilat.e is a, dis 
tance of forty-eight milee, the greater part of 
whith ie through a level plain; indsed. fVom the 
forks of the eastern branch of Sallatin a nver, 
^hich is there navigable for small canoes, to this 
part of the Yellowstone, the distance is no more 
than eighteen miles, with an excellent road over a 
high, dry eountrj-, with hilla of inconsiderable 
height and no difficulty in posGiiig. They halted 
three boure to rest their horses, and then pursued 
the huilalo road along the hank of the river. 
Although just leaving a high snowy mountain, 
the Yellowstone is already a hold, rapid, and deep 
stream, one hnudred and twenty yards in width. 
The bottoms of the river are narrow within the 
mountains, but widen to the extent of nearly two 
miles in the valley below, where they are occasion- 
ally overflowed, and the aoi! gives nourishment 
to Cottonwood, rose bushes, honeysuckle, rushes, 
common coarse grass, a species of rye, and such 
productions of moiBt lands. On each side these 
low grounds are bounded by dry plains of coarse 
gravel and sand, stretching back to the foot of the 
mountains, and supplied with a very short grass. 
The mountains ou the east side of the river are 
rough and rocky, and still retain great quantities 
of snow, and two other high snowy mountains 
may be distinguished, one bearing north fifteen or 
twenty miles, the other nearly east. They have 
no covering except a few scattered pine, nor in- 
deed was any timber fit for even a small canoe to 
be seen. At the distance of nine miles ftom the 
mountain, a river discharges itself into the Yellow- 
stone, from the northwest, under a high rocky 
cliff. It rises from the snowy moimtains in that 
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direction; ia about tbirty-flre j-ards wide; baa a 
bold, deep current; ia skirted by some cotton- 
wood and willow trees, and like the Yellowatone 
iteelf, ieema to abound in bearer. They gave it 
the name of SbielijB'a river, after one of the party. 
Immediately below ia a very good buffalo road, 
which obvioualj leade flroui ite head through a 
gap in the mountain, orer to the waters of the 
Miaeouri. Thejpassed Shields'a river.and at three 
miles ftirther, after croHHJng a high rocky hill, en- 
camped in a low bottom, near the entrance of a 
Bmall creek. As they came througli the moun- 
taine they had seen two black bear and a number 
of antelopes, as well as several herds of elk. of 
between two and three hundred in number, but 
they were able to kill only a single elk. The neit 
morning, 

Wednesday, lf>, therefore, a hunter was de- 
spatched ahead, while the party collected the 
straggling horaea. They then proceeded down the 
river, which is very straight, and hae several 
islands covered with cottonwood and willow ; but 
they could not procure a single tree lai^ enough 
for a canoe, and being unwitting to trust alto- 
gether to skin canoes, captain Clark preferred go- 
ing on until they found some timber. The feet of 
the horses were now nearly worn to the ijuick, 
particularly the hind ft-et, so that they were 
obliged to make .1 aort of moccasin of green buf- 
Iklo akia, which relieved them very much in cross- 
ing the plains, .\fter passing a, bold creek from 
the south, of twenty yards in width, they halted 
for dinner on an island, then went on till at night 
they encamped near the entrance of another email 
stream, having made twenty-six miles during the 
day. They saw some bear and great numbers of 
antelopes and elks; but the aoreneas of their 
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boreee' fket rendered it difficult to cha«B them. 
One of the men caught a lish which the^ bad not 
seen before; it was eight inches long, and resem- 
bled a trout in form, but its mouth was lite that 
of the sturgeon, and it had a red etreali pae«iiig 
on each side from the gills to the tail. In the 
plains were but ftw plants except the silk-graes, 
the wild indigo, and the sunflower, wUieh are now 
all in bloom. The high grounda on the river are 
fiiced with a deep freestone roi;k, of a hard, sharp 
grit, which may also ba seen in perpendicular 
strata throughout the plain. 

Thursday, 17.— It rained during the night, and 
aa the party had no covering but a buffklo skin, 
they rose drenched with water; and pursuing their 
journey at an early hour, over the point of a 
ridge, and through an open low bottom, reached 
at the distance of six and a half miles, a part of 
the river, where two large creeks enter immedi- 
ately oppoHtte to each other; onefhtm the north- 
west, the other from the south of southwest. 
Theae captain Clark called Hivere-across. Ten 
miles and a half further they halted for dinner be- 
low the entrance of a large creek on the northeast 
aide, about thirty yards in width, which they 
named Otter river. Nearly opposite to this is an- 
other, to which they gave the name of Beaver 
rirer. The waters of both are of a milky colour, 
and the banks well supplied with small timber. 
The river ie now becoming more divided by 
islands, and a number of small creeks foil in on 
both sides. The largest of theae is about seven 
miles ftwm the Beaver river, and enters on the 
right: they called it Bratton's river, from one of 
the men. The highlands too approach the river 
more nearly than before, but although their sides 
are partially supplied with pine and cedar, tha 
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growth is still too Hmall Tor canoee. The hufialo 
is beginning to be more abundant, and to-daj. for 
the Bret time on thia river, they «aw a peUcan; 
but deer and elk are now more ecaree than before. 
In one of the low bottoms of the river was an 
Indian fort, which Beems to have been bnilt daring 
the lost summer. It was built in the form of a 
circle, about fifty feet in diameter, five feet high, 
and formed of logs, lapping over eBt^h other, and 
covered on the outside with bark set up on end. 
The entrance alyo woe guarded by a work on 
each side of it, facing the river. These entrench- 
ments, the Bquaw informs us, are frequently made 
by the Minuetareea and other Indians at war with 
the Shoebonees, when pursued by their enemies on 
horaeback. After making thirty-three miles, they 
encamped near a point of woods in the narrow 
bottom of the river. 

Frid:i}-, If^.— Before setting out they killed two 
buffiilo, which ventured near the camp, and then 
pursued their route over the ridges of the high- 
lands, so as to avoid the bends of the river, which 
now waBhes the fi*t of the hills. The &ce of the 
country is rough and stony, and covered with 
immense quantities of the prickly pear. The river 
is nearly two hundred yards wide, rapid as usual, 
and with a bed of coarse gravel and round stones. 
The same materials are the basis of the soil in the 
high bottoms, with a misture of dark brown 
earth. The river hills are about two hundred feet 
high, and still fkced with a dark freestone roek ; 
and the country back of them broken into open 
waving plains. Pine is the only growth of im- 
portance; but among the smaller plants were dis- 
tingnished the purple, yellow, and black currants, 
which are now ripe, and of an excellent flavour. 
About eleven o'clock a smoke was descried to the 
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8, S. E. towards the termination of the Rockj' 
mountains, intended moHt probably, as a Bignat 
bj the Crow Indiana, who have mistaken ti 
their enemies, or as friends to trade with them. 
They could not however atop to aacertain the 
truth of this conjecture, but rode on. and alter 
paasing another old Indian fort, similar to that 
seen yesterday, halted fur the night on a small 
island, twenty-six miles from their camp of last 
evening. One of the huuters in attempting to 
mount his horae, after shooting a, deer, t^ll on a 
small piece of timber, which ran nearly two 
inches into the muscalar part of hia thigh. The 
wound was very painful ; and were it not for their 
g^reat anxiety to reach the United States this 
season, the party would have remained till he was 
cured : but the time was too preeious to wait. 
The gentlest and strongest horse was therefore 
selected, and a sort of litter formed in such a- 
manner as to enable the sick man to lie nearly at 
f^U length. They then proceeded gently, and at 
the distance of two miles passed a river entering 
fhim the southeast side, about forty yards wide, 
and called by the Indians itchkeppearja, or Rose 
river, a name which it deserves, as well from its 
beauty as from the rosea which we saw budding- 
on its borders. Soon after they passed another 
Indian fort on an island, and after making nine 
miles, halted to let the horses graze, and sent out 
a hunter to look for timber to make a canoe, and 
procure, if possible, some wild ginger to make a 
poultice for Gibson's thigh, which was now ex- 
ceedingly painful, in consequence of his constrained 
position. He retnrned, however, without being 
able to find either; but brought back two bucks, 
and had had a contest with two white bears who 
had chased him; but being on boraeback be ea- 
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IfearfHil or going west or the mounlaina, have I 

hunted this country with more activity, flnij of H 

couree driven the buffalo from their usual haanta. • 

Alter dinner tliey continued intliniu^ to the eouth 
of eaet, tbrongb an open level plain, tilt at the 
dietance of twelve milea they reached the three 
forks of Gallatin's river. On croesing the south- 
erly branch, they ftU into the hnffklo road, de- 
Bcribed by the equaw, which led them up the 
middle branch for two milea; this branch is pro- 
vided with immeuae (juantitiea of beaver, but ia 
Bufficiently navigablefor email canoes, by unlading 
at the worst daaie. After eroesing, they went on 
a mile ftirther, and encamped at the beginning of 
the gap in the mountain, which here forms a kind 
ofsemicipcle, through which the three branches of 
the river pass. Several roaris come in from the 
right and left, all tending to the gap. A little 
enow still remaJDH on a naked mountain to the 
eastward, but in every other direction the moun- 
tains are covered with great quantities, 

Tnesd.iy, 15. — AfWr an early breakfcst they pur- 
sued the bnffalo road over a low gap in the 
monntain to the heads of the eastern fork of 
fiallatin's river, near which they had encamped 
last evening, and at the distance of bis. miles 
reached the top of the dividing ridge, which sepa- 
rates the waters of the Missouri and the Yellow- 
stone; and on descending the ridge, they struck 
one of the streams of the latter river. They fol- 
lowed its course through an open country, with 
high mountains on each side, partially covered 
with pine, and watered by several streams, 
crowded as usual with beaver dams. Nine miles 
from tie top of the ridge they reached the Yellow- 
stone itself, about a mile and a half below where 
it issues from the Rocky mo 
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peared that the coramunication betn'een the 
riTers was short and easy. From the head of the 
MisBOuri at its three forlia to this place is a dis- 
tance of forty-eight miles, the greater part of 
which is tliroagh & level plain; iudeed, fVom the 
forks of the east«m branch of tiallatin'B river, 
which is there navigable for small canoes, to this 
part of the Yellowstone, the distance is no more 
than eighteen miles, with an excellent road over a 
high, dry country, with hills of inconsiderable 
height and no difficulty in passing. They halted 
three hours to rest their horses, and then pnrsued 
the bnifalo road along the bank of the rirer. 
Although just leaving a high snowy mountain, 
the Yellowstone is already o. bold, rapid, and deep 
stream, one hundred and tirenty yards in width. 
The bottoms of the river are narrow within the 
mountains, but widen to the extent of nearly two 
miles in the valley below, where they are occasion- 
ally overflowed, and the soil gives nourishment 
to Cottonwood, rose bushes, honeysuckle, mshea, 
common coarse grass, a species of rye, and such 
productions of moist lands. On each side these 
low grounds are bounded by dry plains of coarse 
gravel and sand, stretchiDg back to the foot of the 
mountains, and supplied with a very short grass. 
The mountains on the east side of the river are 
rough and rocky, and still retain great quantities 
of snow, and two other high snowy mountaiBS 
may he distinguished, one bearing north fifteen or 
twenty miles, the other nearly east. They have 
no covering except a few scattered pine, nor in- 
aay timber fit for even a small canoe to 
At the distance of nine miles from the 
I a river discharges itself into the* Yellow- 
atone, Ttota the northwest, under a high :'ocky 
cliff. It rises ftom the snowy mountains in that 
ai7 




LEWIS AND CLAKK'S EXPEDITION 

direction; is about thirty-five yards wide; baa a 
bold, deep current; is skirted by aome cotton- 
wood and willow trees, aud like the Yellowatone 
itself, eeema to abound in beaver. Tiiey gave it 
tiie name of Shields'B river, alter one of tlie party. 
Immediately below is a very good buffalo road, 
which obviously leads fVom its head through a 
gap in the mountain, over to the waters of the 
Miaaouri. TheypaBaed ShieldB'a riTer,and at three 
miles furtier, after crossing a high rocky hill, en- 
camped in a low bottom, near the entrance of a 
email creek. Ah they came through the nioun- 
tainB they had seen two black bear and a number 
of antelopes, as well as several herds of elk, of 
between two and three hundred in number, but 
they were able to kill only a single elk. The next 
morning, 

Wednesday, IG, therefore, a hunter was de- 
spatched ahead, while the party collected the 
straggling horses. Thej then proceeded down the 
river, which is very etraight, and has several 
islands covered with cottonwood and willow ; but 
they could not procure a single tree large enough 
for a canoe, and being unwilling to trust alt-o- 
gether to skin canoes, captain Clark preferred go- 
ing on until they found some timber. The feet of 
the horses were now nearly worn to the quick, 
particularly the hind ftet, so that they were 
obliged to make r. sort of moccasin of green buf- 
ftilo skin, which reUeved them very much in cross- 
ing the plains, .\ftcr passing a bold creek from 
the south, of twenty yards in width, they halted 
for dinner on an island, then went ou till at night 
they encamped near the entrance of another small 
stream, having made twenty-six miles during the 
day. They saw some bear and great numbers of 
antelopea and elks; but the aorenesa of their 
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liorsefl' feet rendered it difficult to chase them. 
One of the men caught a flBh which the; bad not 
Men before; it ^oe eiglit inches long, and resem- 
bled a trout in form, but its mouth was lilte that 
of the Hturgeou, and it had a red etrealc paeaing 
on each side from the gilis to the taii. In the 
plains 'were but &w plants except the silk-groHS, 
the wild indigo, and the aunflower, which are now 
&11 in bloom. The high grounds on the river are 
&ced with a deep fi«estane rock, of a hard, sharp 
grit, which may also be seen in perpendicular 
strata throughout the plain. 

Thursday, IT.— It rainrf during the night, and 
aa the party had no covering but a buffalo skin, 
they rose drenched with water; and pursuing their 
journey at an early hour, over the point of a 
ridge, and through an open low bottom, reached 
at the distance of six and a half miles, a part of 
the river, where two large creeks enter immedi- 
ately opposite to each other ; one from the north- 
west, the other from the south of aoutJiwest. 
These captain Clark called Bivers-acrosa. Ten 
miles and a half farther they baited for dinner be- 
low the entrance of a large creek on the northeast 
side, about thirty yards in width, which they 
named Otter river. Nearly opposite to this is an- 
other, to which they gave the name of Beaver 
river. The waters of both are of a milky colour, 
and the banks well supplied with small timber. 
The river is now becoming more divided by 
Islands, and a number of small creeks fb.ll in on 
both sides. The largest of these is about seven 
miles from the Beaver river, and enters on the 
right: they called it Bratton's river, from one of 
The highlands too approach the river 
more nearly than before, but although their sides 
are partially supplied with pine and cedar, tha 
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grotrth is still too email forcanoSB. The buffalo 
ia beginniog to be more abundant, and to-day, for 
the first time on this river, they saw a pelican; 
but deer and elk are no'w more scarce than before. 
In one of the low bottoms of the river was au 
Indian fort, which Heem.B to have been built during 
the last eammcr. It was bnilt in the form of a 
eirele, about fifty ftet in diameter, five ftet high, 
and formed of logs, lapping over each other, and 
covered on the outside with bark a&t up on end. 
The entrance also wo« guarded by a work on. 
each side of it, feeing the river. These entrencb- 
menta, the equaw infofma ub, are frequently made 
by the Minnetarees and other Indians at war with 
the Shoehoneea, when pursued by their enemies on 
horseback. After making thirty-three miles, they 
encamped near a point of woods in the narrow- 
bottom of the river. 

Friday, 7^.— Before setting out they killed two 
buffalo, which ventured near the camp, and then 
pursued their route over the ridges of the high- 
lands, so as to avoid the bends of the river, which 
now waahea the feet of the hills. The ikceofthe 
country is rough and stony, and covered witli 
imraecBe quantities of the prickly pear. The river 
is nearly two hundred yards wide, rapid as usual, 
and with a bed of coarse gravel and round atones. 
The same materials are the basis of the soil in the 
high bottoms, with a mixture of dark brown 
earth. The river hills a,re about two hundred feet 
high, and atill fkced with a dark freestone rock; 
and the country back of them broken into open 
waving plains. Fine ie the only growth of im- 
portance; but among the smaller plants were dia- 
tingniahed the purple, yellow, and black currants, 
which are now ripe, and of an excellent flavour. 
About eleven o'clock a smoke was descried to the 
2-20 
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8. S, B. towards the termination of the Rocky 
moantainH, intended most probably, 0,b a, signal 
by the Crow Indians, who have miatalten uh for 
their enemies, or ea Meade to trade with them. 
They conld Dot however stop to ascertain the 
truth of this conjecture, but rode on, and after 
passing another old Indian fort, simitar to that 
seen yesterday, halted for the night on a small 
island, twenty-six roiles from iheir camp of last 
evening. One of the hunters in attempting to 
mount his horse, after sliooting a, deer, f^U on a 
small piece of timber, which ran nearly two 
inches into the muscular part of his thigh. The 
wound was very painful ; and were it not for their 
great aniiety to reach the United States this 
season, the party would have remained till he was 
cured: but the time was too precious to wait^ 
The gentlest and strongest horse was therefore 
selected, and a sort of litter formed in such a- 
maimer as to enable the eick man to lie nearly at 
full lengtb. They then proceeded gently, and at 
the distance of two miles passed a river entering 
from the southeast side, about forty yards wide, 
and called by the Indians Itehkeppearja, or Rose 
river, a name which it deHerves, as well from its 
beauty as from tie rosee which we saw budding 
on its borders. Soon after they passed another 
Indian fort on an island, and after making nine 
miles, halted to let the horses graze, and sent out 
a hunter to look for timber to make a canoe, and 
procure, If possible, eome wild ginger to make a 
poultice for Gibson's thigh, which was now ex- 
ceedingly painful, in consequence of his constrained 
position. He returned, however, without being 
able to find either; but brought back two bucks, 
and bad had a contest with two white bears who 
had chased him; bnt being on horseback he es- 
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cflped, after wounding both of them. There are 
great quantitiee of ciirranta in the plains, but 
almost everj blade of graea for many milee have 
been destroj^ by immeneo ewarms of graashop- 
pere, who appear to be ascending the river. After 
taking aome refreahment they proceeded, and 
found that the hilSa became lower on both aides ; 
those on the right overhanging the river in clifia 
ofa darkish jellow earth, and the bottoms widen- 
ing to several miles in estent. The timber too, 
although chiefly eottonwood, is coming large. 

They had not gone ihr when bibson'a wound 
became so violently pamful that he could no 
longer remam on horeebaek He was therefore 
left with two men under the shade of a tree, 
while laptam Clark went on to week for timber. 
At the distance of eighteen miles from bis camp of 
laat night he halted near a thick grove of treea, 
some of which were large enough for small canoes, 
and then aearched all the adjacent country till 
evening, when Gibson was brought on to the 
camp. The game of to-day conaieted of eii deer, 
seven elk, and an antelope. The smoke which had 
been seen on the ITth, was again distiaguiehed 
this afternoon, and one of the party reportoi that 
he bad observed an Indian on the highlanda on 
the opposite side of the river. The next morning 
at daylight, 

SuBiIa}; 20, two good judges of timber were 
sent down the river in quest of lumber, but re- 
tamed without being able to find any trees larger 
than those near the caznp, nor could they procure 
any for axe-handles except chokecberry. Captain 
Clark determined therefore to make two canoes, 
which being lashed together, might be sufficient to 
convey the party down the river, while a tew men 
might lead the horsee to the Mandan nation. 
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^^^^H Three azee were now ebarpened with a file, and 
^^^^B Bome of the men proceeded to cut down two of 
^^^^^1 the largest trees, od which they worked titt night. 
^^^^1 The rest of the party were occupied in dressing 
^^^^H gkine for clotbee, or in bunting, in which they 
^^^^H were eo fortunate as to procure a deer, two huf- 
^^^^H &lo and an elk. The horses being much fatigued, 
^^^^H tbej were turned out to real for a few daya ; but 
^^^^H In the morning, 

^^^^f Monday, 21, twenty-four of them were miBsing. 
^^^^H Three hunters were sent in difterent directions to 
P look for them ; but a!l returned unHucce^sj^l, and 

it now eeemed probable that the ludiaoB who had 
I made the smoke a few days since, had stolen the 

1 horses. In the meantime the men worked so dili- 

k gently on the canoes that one of them was nearly 

I completed. Late in the evening, a very black 

I cloud accompanied with thunder and lightning 

r rose trom the southeast, and rendered the 

I weather eitremeiy warm, and disagreeable. The 

wind too was very high, but shifted towards 
monung, 
' Tues<]&.v, 22, to the northeast, and became mod- 

erately cool. Three men were now despatched in 
quest of the horses, but they came back without 
being able to discover even a track, the plains 
being BO hard and dry that the foot makes no 
1 impression. This conitruks the suapiciou uf th^^ir 

I being stolen by the Indiaos, who would probably 

I take them across the piains, to avoid being pur- 

sued by their traces ; besiiles, the improbahihty of 
their voluntarily leaving rushes anil grass of the 
river bottoms to go on. the plains, where they 
could Und nothing but a short dry grass. Four 
men wei-e again sent out with orders to encircle 
the camp for a great distance round, hut they too 
returned with no better success than those who 
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had preceded them. The search vriw resumed in 

the morning, 

Wednesdny, 2S, and a piece of a robe, and a 
moccaain, were diecoTered not fitr fi-om the eamp. 
The moecaein was worn out in the sole, and yet 
wet, and had every a,ppearance of having been 
left but a ffew hours before. This sign was eon" 
elusive that tlie Indiana bad taken our borsee, and 
were still prowling about for the remainder, who 
fortunately escaped last night, by being in a small 
prairie, surrounded by thick timber. At length 
Labithe, who is one of the best tra^^kers, returned 
from a Tery wide circuit, and informed captain 
Clark tiat be had traced the tracks of the horses, 
which were bending their course rather down the 
river towards thB open plains, and fVom the track, 
going very rapidly. All hopes of recovering them 
were now abandoned. The Indians are not the 
only plunderers who surround the camp, for laat 
night the wolves or dogs stole the gjeater part of 
the dried meat from the acaffoid. The wolves, 
which constantly attend the buffalo, are here in 
great numbers, for this seems to be the commence- 
ment of the hufi^lo country. Besides them, are 
seen antelopes, pigeone, doves, hawks, ravens, 
crows, larks, sparrows, eagles, bank-martins, &c. 
&c., great numbers of geese too, which raise their 
young on this river, have passed the camp. The 
country itself consists of beautiful level plains, but 
the soil is thin and stony, and both plains and 
low grounds are covered with great quantities of 
prickly pear. 

At noon the two canoes were finished. They 
are twenty-eight ftet loag, sixteen or eighteen 
inches deep, and IVoua sixteen to twenty-four 
inches wide, and being lashed together, every 
thing was prepared for setting out to-morrow; 
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Gibson haying now recovered. Sergeant Pryor 
was now directed with Shannon and Windsor, to 
take our horses to the Mandans, and if he found 
that Mr. Henry was on the Assiniboin river, to 
go thither and deliver him a letter, the object of 
which was to prevail on the most distinguished 
chiefb of the Sioux to accompany him to Waahingi- 
ton. 
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CHAPTEB XXSrV. 

obtain Clark proceeds wllh bis p&nj down tbe river— tiomlp- 
aoa of an ladlsc lodge— Sergeant Piror BirlTei wltli tbe 
bonea left b; tbe part; wben. Ihuy embarlied In tbelr canoes— 
His difficulty in brlui^u^ tbeni on— Bemarbtble rocli dlBUor- 
ered by coplaln ClBrt, and tlLe beauty of the prospect Iroio tbe 
summit- Tbey coDtlaue their route down tbe rlrer, uf wtdch 
a partlculiir desdiptloc It gipan. as well as ot tbe surrounding 
country— YelloWBlune and SlKbora river compatvd— Great 
quauU ties oC i;uDe found on tlie bants o[ tbe riven— Immense 
berdB or buffalo— FlercvneBs ot tbe wbltH Iwar— Encamp at tbe 
Junction of ibe Tellowatube and Ufssourl- A general outline 
given ol Tellowalone river, couiprebendlng tbe shuals— IB en- 
trance recommended Fur tbe luruiatton a! ii trndlog istabliab- 
ment— Tbe BuSeriogs □! tbe paity Irom tbe mosquitoes— Ser- 
geant Pryor, wbo with a dolacbmcnl of tbe party wna to tiave 
brougbl on the boraes, arrlvei. and reports tltat tbey were all 
stolen by the Indiana— Deprived of Itiese unlniols, Ibey [orm (or 
tbemselvea Indian oanoes of the ablui of buants. lUd of ctu l«us 
structure, wllb which they deaceod tlio river ucu- iL^e m./A 
difficult shoala aod dangerous raplfls -!(ei'l wl'.b two white 
■nea unexpecledly. tnim wtiom tboy procure lutalilgence ol 
tbe Indiana formerly vlaited by tliu pony. 

Thursday, July 24. — The canoee irere loaded, 
and sergeant Prjor and his part.j set out with 
ordere to proceed don^u to the entrance of the 
Bighorn river, which was aupposed to be at no 
great distante, and where they should be taken 
in the boats across the Yellowstone. At eight 
o'clock captain Clark embarked in the little &o~ 
tilla, and proceeded oq rery steadily down the 
river, which continues to be about two hundred 
yards wide, and contains a number of islands, 
BOme of which are supplied with a. small growth 
of timber. At the distance of a mile from the 
camp, tbe river passes under a high blulTfor about 
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twenty-three milea, when the bottoms widen c 
both sides. At the diatance of twenty-nine miles, 
a river falls in fi^m the south. This was the river 
supposed to be the Bighorn ; but afterwards, when 
the Bighorn was found, the name of Clark^s fork 
waa given to this etream. It is a bold riTcr, one 
hundred and fifty yards -wide at the entrance, but 
a short distanfe above, !e contracted to a huadred 
yards. The water is of a light muddy colour, and 
much colder than that af the Yellowstone, and its 
general course is south and eaat of the Rocky 
mountains. There is a small island situated im- 
mediately at the entrants; and this or the adjoin- 
ing main land would form a very good position 
for a fort. The country most frequented by the 
beaver begins here, and that which lies between 
tJiis river and the Yellowstone is, perhaps, the 
beet district for the hunters of that animal. 
About a mile before reaching this river, there is a, 
ripple in tbe Tellowstoae, on passing which the 
canoes took in some water, The party therefore 
landed to bail the boats, and then proceeded six 
miles further to a large island, where they halted 
for the purposeof waitingfbrsergeant Pryor. It 
is a beautiful spot with a rich soil, covered with 
wild rye, and a species of grass like the blue-grass, 
and some of another kin-d, which the Indians wear 
in plaits round the neck, on account of a strong 
9cent resembUng that ofthe vanilla. There is also 
a thin growth of Cottonwood scattered ovei' the 
island. In the centre is a large Indian lodge 
which seems to have been built during the last 
summer. It is in the form of a cone, sixty feet in 
diameter at the base, composed of twenty poles, 
each forty-five feet long, and two and a half in 
circumference, and the whole structure covered 
with bushes. The interior was curiously oma- 
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On the tops of the poles were fbathera 
of eaglea, and circular pieces of wood, with aticks 
acroBS them in the form of a girdle: from, the 
centre was eiiBpended a. stufibd buffalo ekiu : on 
the side t^ontiug the door was bung a cedar bueh : 
on one side of the lodge a, bnftklo'B bead; on the 
other Bereral pieces of wood stuck in the ground. 
From its whole appearance, it was more like 
a lodge for holding councils, than an ordinary 
dwelling house. Sergeant Pryor not having yet 
arrived, they went on about fifteen and a half 
miles further to a ainall creek on the right, to 
which they gave the name of Horse creek, and 
just below it overtook sergeant Pryor with the 
horses. He hod found it almost injpoesible, with 
two men, to drive on the remaining horaee, for as 
soon as they discovered a herd of buffalo the 
loose horses, having been trained by the Indians 
to hunt, immediately set otf in pursuit of them, 
aad surrounded the buffalo herd with almost as 
much skill as their riders could have done. At 
last he was obliged ta eend one horseman for- 
ward, and drive all the buffalo from the route. 
The horses were here driven across, and sergeant 
Pryor again proceeded with an additional man to 
his party. The river ie now much more deep and 
navigable, and the current more regular than 
above Clark's fork, and although much divided by 
well-wooded islands, when collected, the stream is 
between two and three hundred feet in width. 
Along its banks are some beaver, and an immense 
number of deer, elk, and buffalo. Towards night 
they passed a creek from the southeast, thirty-flve 
yards wide, which they called Pryor's creek ; half 
a mile below which they encamped, after making 
sirty-nine and a half miles during the day. .it 
annriee the next morniug, 
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Friday, 25, they resumed their voyage, 
passed a number of islands and email % 
and occaaionally high bluffs, composed ol'a yellow 
gritty atone. A etorm of rain and high southwest 
irind soon overtook them, and obliged them to 
land and form a Bort of log hut, covered with 
deer ekine. Aa soon as it ceaaed they proceeded, 
and about four o'clock, after having made forty- 
niDe miles, captain Clark landed to examine a 
very remarkable rock situated in an extensive hot- 
tom on the right, about two hundred and fifty 
paces from the shore. It is nearly four hundred 
paces ill circumference, two hundred ffeet high, and 
acceseihle only ftom the northeast, the other sides 
being a perpendicular cliff of a. light coloured 
gritty rock. The soil of the top ia five or six feet 
deep, of a good quality, and covered with short 
grass. The Indiana have carved the fignrea of 
animals and other objects on the sides of the rock, 
and on the top are raised two piles of stones. 
From this height the eye ranged over a large ex- 
tent of variegated country:— On the southwest 
the Rocky mountains covered vrith snow; a low 
mouutain, about forty milea distant, bearing 
south 1')" east, and in a direction north 55 vreat; 
and at the distance of thirty-five milea, the south- 
em extremity of what are called the Tjttlewolf 
mountains. The low grounds of the river extend 
nearly ail milea to the southward, when they rise 
into plains reaching to the mountains, and 
watered with a large creek, while at sonte dis- 
tance below a range of highland, covered with 
pine, stretches on both sides of the river, in a 
direction north and south. The north side of the 
river, for some distance, is surrounded by jutting 
romantic cliffs; these are succeeded by rngged 
hills, beyond which the plains are again open and 
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re; aud the whole country is enlivened by 
herds of buiFalo, elk and wolvea. After enjoying 
the prospect from thia rock, to which captain 
Clark gave the name of Fompej'a pillar, he de- 
scended, and continued his course. At the dis- 
tance of six or seven niiEes, he stopped to get two 
bighorns, which were shot from the boat; and 
while on shore, saw in tlie fiice of theclifi'on the 
left, about twenty feet above the water, thefi-ag- 
nient of a rib of ft fish, three feet long, and nearly 
three inches round, incruated in the rock itself, and 
though neither decayed nor petrified is very rot- 
ten. After making fifty-eight miles they reached 
the entrance of a stream on the right, about 
twenty-two yards wide, and which discharges a. 
great quantity of muddy water. Here they en- 
camped rather earlier thaa usual, on account of a 
heavy squall, accompanied with some rain. Earlj 
neit morning, 

Saturday, 26, they proceeded. The river is now 
much divided by stony islands and bars; but the 
current, though swift, is regular, and there are 
many very handsome i8la.nds covered with cotton- 
wood. On the left shore the bottoms are very ex- 
tensive ; the right bank is formed of high cliffs of 
a whitish gritty stone; and beyond these, the 
country on bott sides is diversified with waving 
plains, covered with pine. At the distance often 
miles is a large creek on the right, about forty 
yards in width, but containing very little water; 
and in the course of the d ay, two smaller streams 
on the left, and a, fourth on the right. At length, 
after coming sisty-two miles, they landed at the 
entrance of the Bighorn river; but finding the 
point between the two composed of soft mud and 
Band, and liable to be overflowed, they ascended 
the Bighorn for half a mile, then crossed and 
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formed a camp on ite lo~wer aide. Captain Clark 
then walked up the river. At the distance of 
seven miles, a creek, twenty yards wide, which 
from the colour of the water he called Muddy 
creek, falls in on the northeast, and a tow milee 
ftirther, the river bends to the east oi' south. The 
bottoms of the river are estenaive, and supplied 
chiefly with Cottonwood trees, variegated with 
great quantities of roaebuehes. The current is 
regular and rapid ; and like the Missouri, con- 
Btaatly thangea bo as to waeh away the banks on 
one side, leaving sandbars on the other. Its bed 
contains much leua of the large gravel tlian that 
of the Yellowstone, and its water is more muddy, 
and of a browaiah colour, while the Yellowstone 
has a lighter tint. At the junction, the two rivers 
are nearly eqnal in breadth, extending from two 
hundred to two hundred and twenty yarda, but 
the Yellowstone contains much more water, being 
ten or twelve feet deep, while the depth of the 
Bighorn varies fl-om five to seven ifeet. This is the 
river which had been described by the Indians as 
rising in the Rocky mountains, near the Yellow- 
atone, and the sources of the river I'latte, and 
then finds its way through the Cote Noir, and the 
eastern range of tlie Rocky mountains. In its 
long course it receives two la:^ rivers, one ftom 
the north and the other f^om the south, aod being 
nnobatructed by falls, is navigable in canoes for a 
great distance, through a, fine rich open country, 
supplied with a great quantity of timber, and in- 
habited by beaver, and by numerous apeciea of 
animals, among which are those from which it 
derives the name of Bighorn. There are no per- 
manent settlements near it; but the whole coun- 
try which it waters, is occasionally visited by rov- 
ing bands of hunters from the Crow tribe, the 

•>,n 



LEWIS AND CLAKK'S FA'PEDITION 

Paunch, a band of Crowe, and the Ccwtahana, a 
Hinall band of Snake Indians. 

Sundsj, 27. — They again Bet out very early, and 
on leaving the Bigbom, took a laet look at the 
Rocky mountaina, which had been constantly in 
view from the flret of Ma,y. The river now widens 
to the eitent of fi-om fonr to sis hundred yards; 
is much divided by ialande and sandbars; its 
banks generally low and fiiliing in, and resembles 
the Missouri in many particulara; but its islands 
are more nnmeroua, its waters less muddy, and 
the current more rapid. The water too is of a 
yellowish- white, and the round stones, whieh form 
the bars above the Bighorn, have given place to 
gravel. On the left side the river runs under cliflb 
of light, soft, gritty stone, varying in height from 
seventy to an hundred (feet, behind which are level 
and extensive plains. On the right side of the 
river are low extensive bottoms, bordered with 
Cottonwood, various epecies of willow, rose- 
bushes, grape-vines, the redberry or buffalo-grease 
bushes, and a species of sumac; to these succeed 
high grounds, supplied with pine, and still further 
on are level plains. Throughout the country are 
vast quantities of buffalo, which, as this is the 
mnning season, keep a continued bellowing. 
Large herds of elk alsoarelyingin every point, and 
are so gentle that they may be approached within 
twenty paces without being alarmed. Several 
beaver were seen in the course of the day; indeed, 
there is a greater appearance of those animals 
than there was above the Bighorn. Deer, how- 
ever, are by no means abundant, and the ante- 
lopes, as well OH the bighorns, are scarce. 

Fifteen miles from the Bighorn river they passed 

a large dry creek on the left, to which they gave 

the name of Elk creek, and halted for breakfast 
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Cibout three miles ftjrther, at the entrance of Wind- 
sor's river, a stream from the left, whieh though 
fifty jarda wide, contains scarcely any wat^r. 
Forty-eight miles from the Bighorn la a iarge bed 
of a Btream sixty yards -wide, but with very little 
They called it Labiehe's river. Several 
Other smaller streams, or rather beds of creeks, 
were passed in the conree of the day, and after 
coming eighty and a half miles, they encamped on 
a large island. At daylig-ht the nest morning, 

Monday, 28, they proceeded down the smooth 
gentle current, passing by a number of islands and 
several creeks, which are now dry. These are, in- 
deed, more like torrents, and like the dry brooks 
of the Miseonri, merely serve to carry off the vast 
quantitiee of water which fall in the plains, and 
bring them also a great deal of mud, which con- 
tributes to the muddiness of the Yellowstone. 
The moat distinguished of these are at the dis- 
tance of BIX miles, a creek of eighty yards in 
width, fhun the northwest, and called by the 
Indians, Littlewolf river : twenty-nine miles lower 
another on the left, seventy yards in width, which 
they call Table creek, trma several mounds in the 
plains to the northwest, the topin of which reeem- 
ble a table. Four milea further a stream of wore 
importance enters behind an island from the 
south. It is about one hundred yards in width, 
with a bold current of muddy water, and is 
probably the river called by the Indians the Little 
Bighorn; and another stream on the right, 
twenty-flve yards wide, the Indian name of which 
Is Maehaskap. Nearly opposite to this creek they 
encamped after making seventy-three miles. The 
river during part of the route is confined by cliffs, 
which on the right are of a soft, yellowish, gritty 
rock, while those on the left are harder, and of a 
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lighter colour. In Bome of these cliffa were seTeral 
Htrfitas of coal of different thicknese aod heights 
aboTe the water ; but like that of the Sliesouri, ie 
of an inferior quality. 

Tuti8(}a,y, 29. — During the night there wafi a 
Btorm of thunder and lightning;, with Bome rain, 
a high northeast wind, which continued during 
the morning, and prevented the party IVom mak- 
ing more than forty-one milea. The country re- 
Bemblea that paeaed yesterday; the dry heda of 
rirere continue, and large quantities of coal are 
Been in the sides of the cliffs. The river itself is 
now between five hundred yards and half a mile 
in width, and has more Baud and bare of grarel 
than above. The beaver are in great nurabere; 
and in the course of the day some cattish and a 
soft-shelled turtle were procured. In the evening 
they encamped on the left, opposite to the en- 
trance of a Btream, called by the Indiana Lazeka, 
or Tongue river. This stream rises in the Cote 
Noir, and is formed of two branches, one having 
its sources with the heads of the Chayenne, the 
other with one of the branches of the Bighorn. 
It has a very wide bed, and a channel of water a 
hundred and fifty yards wide, but the water is of 
a hght brown colour, very muddy, and nearly 
milk.warni. It is shallow, and its rapid current 
throws out great quantities of mud and some 
coarse gravel. Near the mouth is a large propor- 
tion of timber, but the warmth of the water 
would seem to indicate that the country through 
which it passed was open and without ahade. 

Wednmday. SO.— They set out at an earlj' hour, 
and after passing, at the distance of twelve miles, 
the bed of a river one hundred yards wide, but 
nearly dry at present, reached two milea below it 
a succession of bad ehoals, interspersed with a, 
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bard, dark browD, grittj rock, extending for aix 
milee, the last of whiuh Btretchea nearly awoas the 
river, and has a descent of about tbree ttet. At 
this plate they were obliged to let the eanoea 
down with the hand, for fear of their splitting ona 
concealed rock; though when the aboola are known 
a large canoe could with eaiety paaa through the 
worst of them. This is the moat difficult part 
d waa called the 
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width of three or fotir hundred yards, the islands 
less numerous, and a fbw scattering trees only are 
seen either on its banks or on the highlands: 
twenty miles from those shoals h a, rapid, caused 
by a number of rocks strew^ed over the river; but 
though the waves are higL, thare is a very good 
channel oa the left, whicb renders the passage 
secure. There waa a bear etaoding on one of these 
rocks, wliich occSiSioned the name of the Bear 
rapid. As they were descending this rapid a vio- 
lent etorm from the northwest obliged tiiem to 
take refuge in on old Indian lodge near the inouth 
of a river on the left, which has lately been very 
high, has widened to tJie distance of a quarter of 
a mile, but though its present channel is eighty- 
eight yards wide, there ie not more water in it 
than would easily pass through a hole of an inch 
in diameter. It was called York's dry river. As 
eoon OS the rain and wind had abated, they re- 
sumed their journey, and at seven miles encamped 
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tinder a spreading cottonwood tree on the left 
side, after making forty-eight milee. A niilo and & 
half above on the opposite side is a river con- 
taining one hundred yards ividth of water, though, 
the bed itself la much wider. The water \b very 
maddy, and like its banka of a dark brown colour. 
Its current throwa out great quantitiPB of red 
Btones; and this circun: stance, with the appear- 
ance of the distant hills, induced captain Clark to- 
call it the Redstone, which ha ofierwards found to 
be the meaning of its Indian name, Wahaeah. 

Saturday, 31. — During the whole night the buf- 
falo ■were prowling about the camp, anij excited 
much alarm, lest in croBsing the river they should 
tread on the boats and split thorn to pieces. They 
eet out as usual, and at the distance of two miles 
paused a rapid of no groat danger, which they 
called Wolf rapid, ft'om soelng a wolf in them. At 
this place coramencss a range of highlands. Theee 
highlands ba^e no tinib-?r, and ara composed of 
earth of different colours, ■without much rock, but 
supplied throughout with CTeat quantities of coal, 
or carbonated ■v7ood. A f'crpaaBing these hills the. 
country again opens into extensive plains, like 
those pasocd yesterdcy, and the rivor is diversifled 
with idlanda, and jmrtially s'jpplled ■with water 
byagreat nurabsT of wide, but nearly dry brooks. 
Tbui eighteen miles below thoeamp to a shallow, 
inr.ddy stream on the Ipft, on? hundred yarda. 
wide, and supposed to be that known among the 
Indians by the namp of Sooaha, or Littlewolf 
river: flve miles below on the right side Is another 
river, forty yards wide, and four feet in depth, 
which, (Vom the steep coal banka on each side, 
they called Oaktaroup, or Cool river; and at 
eighteen miles f^irther a third stream of sixty 
jarda in width, to which they gave the name of 
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Qib«on'B river. Having made siity-sii mileB, they 
halted for the night, and jumt a« they landed, eaw 
the largest white bear that any of the party bad 
ever before seen, deyouring a dead buffalo on O. 
sandbar. They fired two balls into him, and h»- 
then swam to the main land and 'walked along' J 
the shore. Captain Clark pursued him, and [ 
lodged two more balls in hia body; but though hfi> J 
bled profusely he made his escape, as night pte- • 
vented them from following him. The next day,. 
Sondaj, August 1, a high wind from aheatf 
made the water rough, and retarded their prog- 
ress, and as it rained during the whole day, their 
eituation in the open boats was very disagreeable. 
The country be^ars in every respect the same ap- 
pearance ae that of yesterday, though there is 
eome ash timber in the bottom, and low pine and 
cedar on the sides of the hills. The current of tie 
river is lee« rapid, has more soft mud, and is more 
obstructed by sandbars, and the rain has given an 
. unnsual quantity of water to the brooks. The 
I bofi^Io now appear in vast numbers. A herd hap- 
to be on their way across the river. Such 
I iras the multitude of these animals, that .'Jthough 
^er, including an i&land, over which they 
, paiBsed was a mile in length, the herd stretched aa 
thick as they could swiin, completely from one 
ride to the other, and the party was obliged to 
atop for an hour. They consoled themselves for 
I the delay by killing four of the herd, and then 
L proceeded till at the distance of forty-five miles on 
I Ka island, below which two other herds of buffalo, 
nerouH as the first, eoon after crossed the 

Manday, 2. — The river is now about a mile 

Tride, less rapid, and more divided by islands and 

bars of sand and raud than hitherto: the low 
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grounds too are more extensive, and & 
greater quantity of Cottonwood, aah, and willow 
trees. On the nortliweet ia a low, level plain; on 
tbe soutbcaat some rugged hills, on which we 
saw, without being able to approach, eome of the 
bigborns. The buffalo «uid elk, as well as the pur- 
suers of both, the wolves, are in great uumbera. 
On each side of tbe river are several dry brooks; 
but tbe only stream of any size is that tiiey called 
Ibes river, on the right, about thirty yards wide, 
and sixteen miles fVom tbe camp. Tbo bear which 
gave BO much trouble on tbe head of tbe liiaaouri, 
are equally fierce in tiiis quarter. This morning 
one of them, which waa on a sandbar as tbe boat 
passed, raised himself on bis bind feet, and after 
looking at tbe party, plunged in and swam to- 
wards tbem. He was received with three balls in 
tbe body ; he then turned round aud made for tbe 
shore. Towards evening another entered the wa- 
ter to swim serosa. Captain Clark ordered the 
boat towards the shore, and just as the bear 
landed, shot the animal in tbe bead. It proved to 
be tbe largest female tbey had ever seen, and so 
old that its tusks were worn quite smooth. Tbe 
boats escaped with difficulty between two herds 
of buffalo, which were crossing the river, aud 
would probably have again detained the party. 
Among the elk of this neighbourhood are an un- 
usual number of males, while higher up the river 
tbe numerous herds consist of females chiefly. 
After making eighty-four miles, they encamped 
among some ash and elm trees on the right. 
They, however, rather passed the night than slept 
there, for tbe mosquitoes were so troublesome, 
that scarcely any of the party could close their 
eyes daring the greater part of the time. Tb^ 
therefore set out early in the morning, 

2a8 



hA 



UP THE MISSOURI. 

Tuesday, 3, to avoid the pereecution of those 
inBecta. At the distance of two miles they passed 
Fields's creek, a atream thirty-five jarda wide, 
-wbi^ enters on tlie right, imtnediately above a 
high bluff, which in rapidly sinking into the river. 
Here captain Clark went ashore in pursuit of 
some bighorns, but the moeijnitoee were bo numer- 
ous, that he waa nnable to shoot with eert-ainty. 
He therefore returned to the canoee- and soon 
after obBerving a. ram of the same animals, sent 
one of the hunters, who shot it, and it was pre- 
■erved entire a« a specimen. About two o'clock 
tiey reached, eight miles below Fields's creek, the 
Junction of the Yellowstone with the Missouri, and 
formed a camp on the point where they had en- 
camped on the 2Gth of April, 1805. The canoea 
were now unloaded, and the baggage exposed to 
dry, as many of the articles were wet, and some 
of them spoiled. 

The Roc-hejaune, or Yellowstone river, according 
to Indian information, has its remote sources in 
tie Rocky mountains, near the peaks of the Rio 
del Sorde, on the confines of New Mexico, to 
which country there is a good road during the 
whole distance along the banks of the Yellow- 
stone. Its western waters are probably connected 
with those of Lewis's river, while the eastern 
branches approach the lieads of Clark's river, the 
Bighorn, and the I'iatte ; so that it waters the 
middle portion of the Eocky mountains for several 
hundred miles from northwest to southeast. Dur- 
ing its whole course ftom the point at which cap- 
tain Clark reached it to the Missouri, a distance 
which he computed at eight hundred and thirty- 
seven mOes, this river is large and navigable for 
perioguea, and even batteanr, there being none of 
the moving sandbars 'which impede the naviga- 
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tion of the Missouri, and only a single ledge of 
rocks, which, however, is not difficult to pase. 
Even its tributary waters, the Bighorn, Clark "a 
fork, and Tongue river, may be ascended in boats 
for a considerable distance. The banks of the 
river are low, but bold, and nowhere subject to 
be overflowed, eiecpt for a short distance below 
the mountaJna. The predominating i!olourofthe 
river is a jeilowiah-brown ; that of the Missonri, 
which poBseaBea more mud. is of a deep drab 
colour; the bed of the former being chiefly com- 
posed of loose pebble; "which, however, diminish 
in size in descending the river, till after passing the 
Lazeka, the pebble ceaee aa the river widens, and 
the mud and sand continue to form the greater 
part of the bottom. Over these the water flows 
with a velocity constantly and almost equally 
decreasing in proportion tu ita distance from the 
mountains. From the niountains to Clark's fork, 
the current may be estimated at four and a half 
miles per honr; thence aa low as the Bighorn, at 
three and a half miles; between that and the 
Lazeka at three miles; and from that river to the 
Wolf rapid, at two and three quart*^r miles; from 
which to its entrance, the general rapidity is two 
miles per hour. The appearance and character of 
the country present nearly similar varieties of fer- 
tile, rich, open lands. Above Clark *s fork, it con- 
sists of high waving plains bordered by stony 
hills, partially supplied with pine ; the middle por- 
tion, ae low OS the Buffalo shoals, contains less 
timber, and the number diminishes still lower, 
where the river widens, and the country spreads 
itself into exteuBive plainu. Like all the branches 
of the Missouri which penetrate the Kocky moun- 
tains, the Yellowstone and its streams, within 
that district of country beyond (.'lark's fork. 
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aboaod in beaver and otter ; a cireniustance wbicb 
strongly recommenda the entrance of the latter 
river &e a judicious position for the purposes of 
trade. To an establishment at that place, the 
Shoshonees, both within and westward of the 
Rocky mountains, vrould willingly resort, an they 
■would be farther from the reach of the lilackfoot 
Indians, and the ilinnetarees of Fort de Prairie, 
than they could be in trading with any fettoriea 
on the Missouri, The same motive of personal 
safety, would most probably induce many of the 
tribes on the Columbia and Lewis's river to prefer 
this place to the entrance of Maria's river, at 
least for some years; and as the Crow and I'aunch 
Indians, the Costabanobs, and the Indians resid- 
ing south of Clark's fork, would also be induced 
to visit it, the mouth of that river might be eon- 
Bidered as one of the must important establish- 
ments for the western ftir trade. This too may he 
the more easily effected, as the adjacent country 
poeseaaee a sufficiency of timber for the purpose, 
an advantage which is not found on any spot be- 
tween Clark's fork and the Eocky mountains. 

Wednesflaj; ^.— The camp became af)Bolutely un- 
inhabitable, in consequence of the rtiultitude of 
Djosquitoes; the men could not work in preparing 
skins for clothing, nor hunt in the timbered low- 
grounds; in short, there wa« no mode of escape, 
except by going on the sandbars in the river; 
where, if the wind should blow, the insects do not 
venture; but when there is no wind, and particu- 
larly at night, when the men have no covering 
except their wom-out blankets, the pain they 
onffer is scarcely to be endured. There was also a 
■want of meat, for the buffalo -were not to be 
found ; and though the elk are very abundant, yet 
their fat and fleab is more diflScult to dry in the 
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Bun, and ia also much more eaailf epoUed than the 
meat or fat of either deer or buSalo. Captain 
Clark therefore dBterrained t« go on to some spot 
which should be free from mosquitoes, and furnish 
more game. After having written a note to cap- 
tain Lewis, to inform him of bis iutention, and 
stuck it on a pole, at the conilueDce of the two 
rivers, he loaded the ca.nDeB at five in the after- 
noon, and proceeded down the river to the second 
point and encamped on a sandbar; but here the 
mosquitoes seemed to be even more numerous 
than above. The face of tht Indian child is con- 
siderably pnfM up and swoUen with the bites of 
these animals, nor could the men procure scarcely 
any sleep during the night, and tbey continued to 
harass them the next morning, 

Tbarsday, 5, aa they proceeded. On one occa- 
sion captain Clark ivent on shore and ascended a 
hill after one of the bighorns ; but the mosquitoes 
were in such multitudes that he could not keep 
them iVom the barrel of bis rifle long enough to 
take aim. About ten o'clock, however, a Ught 
breeze sprung up from the northw^est, and dis- 
persed them in some degree. Captain Clark then 
landed on a sandbar, ictending to wait for cap- 
taiu Lewis, and went out to hunt. But not find- 
ing any bufihlo, he again proceeded in the after- 
noon, and baling killed a large white bear, 
encamped under a high bluff e:ipoaed to a Ught 
breeze ftom the southwest, which blew away the 
mosquitoes. About eleven o'clock, however, the 
wind became very high and a storm of rain came 
on, which lasted for two hours, accompanied with 
sharp Ugbtning and loud peals of thunder. The 
party therefore rose, 

FridAy, 6, very wet, and proceeded to a sand- 
bar below the entrance of ftliiteearth river. Just 
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above this place, the Indiana had, apparently 
within Beven or eight daja past, been digging a 
root which they emploj^ in making a kind ol'Boup. 
Having fixed tbeir tents, the men were employed 
in dressing ttkins and hunting. They shot a num- 
ber of deer; but only two' of them were &t, owing 
probably to the great quantities of moequitoeB 
who annoy them whilst feeding. The next day, 

Saturdaj, T, after Home Hevere rain, they pro- 
ceeded at eleven o'clock, through intervals of rain 
and high wind till eis in the evening, when they 
encamped on a sandbar. Here they had a very 
violent wind, for two hours, which left the air 
clear and cold, so that tJie moeqaitoes completely 
disappeared. On tiie following morning, 

Saada,v, S, sergeant Pry or, accompanied by 
Bhannon. Ball, and Windsor, arrived, but without 
the horgea. They reported that on the second day 
after they left captain Clark, they halted to let the 
borses graze near the bed of a large creek, which 
contained no mnning water; but soon after a 
Bhower of rain fell, and the creek awelled bo sud- 
denly, that several horses which hod straggled 
across the dry bed of the creek, were obliged to 
■wim back. They now determined to form their 
camp; but the next morning were astonished at 
not being able to find a Bingle one of their horses. 
They immediately examined the neighbourhood, 
and soon finding the track of the Indians who had 
stolen the horses, pursued them for live miles, 
where the fugitives divided into two parties. 
They now followed the largest party five miles 
flirtier, till they lost all hopes of overtaking the 
Indians, and returned to the camp; and packing 
the baggage on their batiks, pursued a northeast 
conrse towards the Yellowstone. On the follow- 
ing night a wolf bit sergeant Pryor through the 
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hand as be lay aeleep, and made an attempt to 
aeiae Windsor, when Shannon discovered and shot 
him. They paaeed over a. broken open country, 
and having reached the Yellowatone near Pom- 
pey'H pillar, they determined to descend the river, 
and for this purpose made two skin canoes, snch 
BM they had seen among the Mandansand Kicaras. 
They are made in the following manner:— Two 
sticks of an inch and a quarter in diameter are 
tied together so as to form a round hoop, which 
serves for the brim, while a second hoop, for the 
bottom of the boat, is made in the same way, and 
both secured by aticks of the same aize from the 
sides of the hoops, fastened by thongs at the edges 
of the hoops and at the interstices of the sticks: 
over this frame the skin is drawn closely and tied 
with thongs, so as to form a perfect basin, seven 
&et and three inches ia diameter, sixteen inches 
deep, and with sixteen ribs or cross-sticks, and 
capable of carrying six or eight men with their 
loads. Being unacquainted with the river, they 
thought it most prudent to divide their guns and 
ammunition, so that in case of accident all might 
aot be lost, and therefore built two canoes. In 
these frail vesselH they embarked, and were sur- 
prised at the perfect security in wliich they passed 
through the most difficult shoals and rapids of the 
river, withont ever taking in water, even during 
the highest winds. 

In paaeing the confiueiice of the Yellowstone and 
MisBouri, he took down the note from the pole, 
supposing that captain Lewis had passed; and 
now learning where the party vras, pressed on in 
the skin canoes to join tbeni. The day was spent 
in hunting, so as to procure a nuiriber of skins to 
trade with the Mandans; for having now neither 
horses nor merchandise, oar only resort in order 
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to obtain corn and bea-ns, m a stock of skins, 
wlii<^h those Indians very much admire. 

Alnniliiy, !). — A liettyy dew ftll this morning. 
Captain Clark now proceeded eiowij- down the 
river, hunting through the low grounds in the 
neighbourhood after the deer and ellt, till late in 
the afternoon he encamped on the southeast side. 
Here they remained during the next day, 

Tuesday, 10, attempting to dry the meat, while 
the hunters were all abroad ; bnt they eouid ob- 
tain notMng except an antelope and one black- 
tailed deer; thoee animals being very scarce on 
this part of the river. In the low grounds of the 
river captain Clark found to-day a species of 
cherry which he had never seen before, and which 
seems peculiar to this small district of country, 
though even there it is aot very abundant. 

The men also dug up quantities of a large and 
very iuaipid root, called by tlie Indians hankJ^, 
and by the engagees, the white apple. It is used 
by tbeni in a dry and pounded state, so as to mix 
with their soup ; but our men boiled it and eat it 
with meat. In descending tJie river yesterday, 
the squaw brought in a large well-flavoured 
gooseberry, of a rich crimson colour; and a deep 
purple berr3' of a species of currant, common on 
this river as low aa the Mandans, and called by 
the engagees, the Indian currant. 

Wedneedaj, 11. — The nest morning captain 
Clark set out early, and landed on a sandbar 
about ten o'clock for the purpose of taking break- 
ftwt and drying the meat. At noon they pro- 
ceeded on about two miles, when they observed a 
canoa near the shore. They immediately landed, 
and were equally surprised and pleased at din- 
covering two men by the names of Dickson and 
Hancock, who had come ftom the Illinois on a 
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hunting escnreion up the YeilowBtone. They had 
left the IlIinoiH in the Hummer of 1804, and had 
spent the Iftst winter with the TetonB, in company 
with a. Mr. Ceautoin, who had come there as a 
trader, but whom they had robbed, or rather they 
had taken all his merchandise and giren him a 
ftw robea in exchange. These men had met the 
boat which we had despatched fVom fort Mandan, 
on board of which they were told there was a 
Bicara chief on his way to Washington; and also 
another party of Yankton chiefs, accompanying 
Mr. Dnrion on a visit of the same kind. We were 
sorry to learn that the Mandans and Minnetarees 
were at war with the Kicaras, and had killed two 
of them. The Aaainiboins too, are at war with 
the Mandans. They Lave, in conBequence, pro- 
hibited the Northwestern company from trading 
to the Missouri, and even killed two of their 
traders near the Mous« river, and are now lying 
in wait for Mr. M'Kenzie of the Northwestern 
company, who had been for a long time among 
the Minnetarees. These appearances are rather 
nnikvourable to the project of carrying some of 
the chieft to the United States; but we stili hope, 
that by eflbctlng a peace between the Mandane, 
Minnetarees, and Bicaras, the views of our gov- 
ernment may be accomplished. 

After leaving these trappers, captain Clark went 
on and encamped nearly opposite the entrance of 
Goatpen creek, where the party were again as- 
sailed by their old enemies, the moaquitoee. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

The partr. wbiJc dearendlng Iha livsr la ihelr BklD caooi 
OTenatea bj the delachuiem oniler captain Lewli, and the 
nltole part; now once more happily uolUid. desoend Uih Hie- 
iouii together— They once more revtait the Minnetaree Infllans, 
and bnld a mandt with that nallOQ. aa well Ba Urn MabFibos— 
CftptalB Clurt ende&voursKi pereuaiie their cbJeTa to arcuinpuir 
him to [he nnlled Statis, which Id vltallon they dccUne. an ac- 
count ot ttielr rears of Uie Sloui In their ptissoKR down Uie 

reauln nmunebt the Indluis. lor the purpoae of htiutlne 
beSTer—FrltQdly deportment of the MandanB— Council held 
by captain Clitrli with tlie chiefs ol Uie dllTerent vJUsKes— The 
chief namud the Blgwhlta. with Mb wUo and son. asree to ac- 
coropanj the party to the Cnfted Bute*, who takes an affect- 
ing farewpll ot his nation— Chaboneau with his nile and child, 
decline vl-iltlng the United SCat«a, and are left amongat itie 
ludiaoi—The party at IeQg[:h proceed on their Journey, and 
And that the com^ of the Ulflsourl la Id gome plac^a changed 
since their pasaage up tbat rlier— They urlre amongst the RI- 

Captalu Clark offers to the chief of this nation a oiedal, which he 
at Orat refuses, bellovinff it to he medicine, hut which he is af- 
terwards prevailed on to accept— The Riearas refuse to pcnalt 
ooe of their party to accompany captain Clark to the ITnilsd 
States until the retuin of their ctilef. who had furmerly gone 
—The party proceed rapidly down the rlier— Prepare to de- 
feod themselTes aealnsl Uie Telons, but reoelve no iujurj 






Tbureday, August U.— The party continued 
bIowIj to descend the river. One of the skin 
canoes was bj accident pierced with a small hole, 
and thej halted for the purpose of mending it 
with a piece of elk skin, And aieo to wait for two 
of tie party who were behind. Whilst there, they 
were overjoyed at aeeing captain Lewis's boats 
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heave in eight about aoon. But this feeling waa 
changed into alarm on speing the boats reach the 
shore without captain Lewis, who they then 
learnt had been wounded the day before, and was 
then lying in the periogue. After giving to hie 
wound all the attention in our power, we re- 
mained here some time, during which we were 
overtaken by our two men, accompanied by Dick- 
eon and Hancock, who wished to go with us as 
far as the Mandaua. The whole party being now 
happily reunited, we left the two skin canoes, and 
all embarked together, about 3 o'clock, in the 
boats. The wind was however very high from 
the southwest, ac4.-ompanied with rain, so that we 
did not go fax before we halted for the night on a 
sandbar. Captain Lewis's wound was now sore 
and somewhat painful. The next day, 

Fndaj, J!}, they set out by sunrise, and having 
a very strong breeie from the northwest, pro- 
ceeded on rapidly. At tight o'clock we passed the 
month of the Little Missouri. Some Indians were 
seen at a distance belovr in a skin canoe, and were 
probably some of the Minnetorees on their return 
fl'om a hunting excursion, as we pastied one of 
their camps on the southwest aide, where they 
hod left a canoe. Two other Indians were seen 
f^r off on one of the hills, and we shali therefore 
soon meet with our old acquaintances the Man- 
dans. At sunset we arrived at the entrance of 
Miry river, and encamped on the northeast side, 
having come by the assistance of the wind and 
our oars, a distance of eighty-six miles. The ajr 
was eool, and the mosquitoes ceased to trouble us 
as they had done, 

Satunlny, 14. — We again set out at sunrise, and 

at length approached the grand village of the 

Minnetarees, where th« natives had collected to 
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view us ae we passed. We Bred the blunderbuss 
eeveral times by way of salute, and eoon after 
landed at the bank near the village of the ^faha- 
haa, or Shoe Indians, and were received by a 
crowd of pt'ople, who came to welcome our return. 
Among thcee were the principal chief of the Maba- 
has, and tbecbief of the Little Minnetaree village, 
both of whom expressed great pleasure at seeing 
ns again ; but the latter wept most bitterly. On 
inquiry, it appeared that his tears were eicit«d 
because the sight of us reminded him of hiu son, 
who had been lately killed by the Blackfoot In- 
dians. .\fter remaining there a few minutes, we 
crossed to the Mandan riUage of the Blaekcat, 
where all the inhabitants seemed very much 
pleased at seeing us. We immediately sent Chabo- 
neau with an invitation for the Minnetarees to 
visit us, and despatched Drewyer to the lower 
Tillage of the Mandans to bring Jeeseaume as ao 
interpreter. Captain Clark, in the meantime, 
walked up to the village of the Blaekcat, and 
smoked and eat with the chief. This village has 
been rebuilt since our departure, and was now 
mucb smaller ; a quarrel having arisen among the 
Indians, in consequence of which a number of 
ftjnilies had removed to the opposite side of the 
river. On the arrival of Jeaseaume, captain Clark 
addressed the chiefs. We spoke to them now, he 
said, in the same language we bad done before; 
and repeated hia invitation to accompany liim to 
the United States, to hear in person the counsels 
of their great Ibther, who i^an at all times protect 
those who open their eore to his counsels, and 
puniBh his enemies. The Blaekcat in reply, de- 
clared that he wished to visit the United States, 
and see bis great fiither, but was afraid of the 
Sious, who had killed several of the Mandans 
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BiitKe our departure, and who were now on the 
river below, and would intercept him if he at- 
tempted to go. Captaia Clark endeavoured to 
quiet bis appreheneions by assuring him that he 
would not suffer the Sioui to injure one of onr 
red children who should accompanj us. and that 
thej should return loaded with presents, and pro- 
tected at the expense of the United States. The 
council was then broken up, after which we 
crossed and formed our camp on the other side of 
the river, where we should be sheltered from the 
rain. Soon after the chief of the Mahahas in- 
formed us, that if we would send to ilia village, 
we should have some com. Three men were 
therefore despatched, and soon after returned 
loaded with ae much as they coiild carry; and 
were soon followed by the chief and his wife, to 
whom we presented a few needles luid other arti- 
clea fit for women. In a short time the Borgne 
(the great chief of all the Minnetarees) came 
down, attended by several other cliieib, to whom, 
after smoking a pipe, captain Clark now made a 
harangue, renewing his assurances of friendship 
and the invitation to go with us to Woehington. 
He was answered by the Borgne, who began by 
declaring that he much desired to visit his great 
father, but that the Sioux would certainly kill any 
of the Mandans who should attempt to go down 
the river. They were bad people, and would not 
listen to any advice. When he saw us last, we 
had told him that we had made peace with all the 
nations beiow, yet the Sioux had since killed eight 
of Lis tribe, and stolen a number of their horses. 
The Ricaraa too had stolen their horses, and in 
the contest his people had killed two of the BI- 
caras, Yet in Bpite of these dispositions he had 
always bad hia ears open to our connaels, and had 
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[actually made a peace with the ChayenneH and 
the Indiana of the Rocky mountains. He con- 
cluded by saying, that however disposed they 
were to risit the United States, the fear of the 
Sious would prevent thera from going with ub. 
The council was then Gnished, and Boon after- 
wardB an invitation was received IVom the Ulack- 
cat, who, on captain Clark's arrival at hie viilage, 
presented him with a dozen boshele of corn, which 
he said was a large proportion of what hla people 
owned; and after smoking a pipe, declared that 
hie people were too apprehensive of the Sioux to 
venture with us. Captain (^iark then spoke to 
the chiefs and warriore of the village. He told 
them of his anxiety that eome of them should see 
their great fiitber, and hear his good words and 
receive his gifts, and requested them to fix on 
some contidential chief who might accompany us. 
To this they made the aame objections as before, 
till at length a young man offered to go, and the 
warriors all assented to it. Rut the character of 
this man was known to be bad, and one of the 
party with captain Clark informed him that at 
the moment he had in his poest'ssion a kutflt which 
he had stolen. Captain Clark therefore told the 
chief of this theft, and ordered the knife to be 
given up. This was done with a poor apology 
for having it in his possession, and captain Clark 
then reproached the chielfe for wishing to send such 
a fellow to see and hear so distinguished a person 
as their great father. They all hung down their 
heads for some time, till the Blockcat apologised 
by saying, that the danger was aueh that they 
were af>aid of sending any of their chiefii, as they 
considered his loss alaiost inevitable. Captain 
Clark remained some time with them, smoking 
.and relating various particulars of bis journey, 
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and then left them to TJsit the second chief of the 
Mandans (or the Blackcrow) who had cipreeaed 
eome dtspoeitjon to accompan; as. He ee«med 
well inclined to the journey, but was unwilling to 
decide till he had called a council of hia people, 
which he intended to do in the afternoon. On 
returning to the camp, he found the chief of the 
Mahahaa, and alao the chief of the Little Minne- 
taree village, who brought a present of com on 
their mules, of which they possess several, and 
which they procure from the Crow Indians, who 
either buy or steal them on the frontiers of the 
Spanish settlements. A great number of the In- 
dians visited us for the purpose of renewing their 
acquaintance, or of eschanging robes or other 
articles for the skins brought by the men. 

In the evening we were applied to by one of our 
mea. Colter, who was desirous of joining the two 
trappers who had accompanied ub, and who now 
proposed an eipedition up the river, in which they 
were to find traps and give hiin a share of the 
profits. The offer was a very advantageous one, 
and as he had always performed his duty, and 
his services might be dispensed with, we agreed 
that be might go, provided none of the rest would 
aak or espect a similar indulgence. To this they 
cheerfully answered, that they wished Colter 
every success, and would not apply for liberty to 
separate before we reached St. Louis. We, there- 
fore, supplied him, as did bis comrades also, with 
powder and lead, and a variety of articles which 
might be useful to hita, and he left us the next 
day. The example of this man shows bow easily 
men may be weaned from the habits of a civilised 
lifb to the ruder, but scarcely less fascinating man- 
ners of the woods. This hunter has been now 
absent for many years fVom the fh>ntiers, and 
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might natnrall; be presumed to have some anx- 
iety, or some curiodtj at least to return to hia 
friends and hie coontrj; yet jnBt at the moment 
when he is approaching the i^ontiera, he is 
tempted by a hunting scheme, to give up those 
delightful proxpecte, and go back without the 
leaat reluctance to the solitude of the woods. 

Id the evening Chaboaeau, who had been min- 
gling with the Indians, and had learned what tiad 
taken place dnring our absence, informed us, tliat 
as eoon as we hod leit the Minnetareee, they sent 
oat a war party against the Shoshonees, whom 
they attacked and routed, though in the engage- 
ment they lost two men, one of whom was the 
son of the eliief of the Little Minnetaree village. 
Another war party bod gone against the Uicaras, 
two of whom they killed. A misunderstanding 
too had taken piece between the Mandana and 
Minnetarees, in consequence of a dispute about a 
woman, which hod nearly occasioned a war ; bat 
at length a pipe was presented by the Alinne- 
tarees, and a reconciliatian took place. 

Friday 10. — The Mandans had offered to give U8 
some eom, and on sending this morning, we 
found a greater quantity collected for our use 
than all onr cauoen would contain. We therefore 
thanked the chief and took only six loads. At 
ten o'clock the chiefs of the difi^rent villages came 
down to smoke with ns. We therefore took this 
opportunity of endeavouring to engage the 
Borgne in our interests by a present of the swivel, 
which is no longer serviceable, ad it eaunot he 
discharged from our largest periogue. It woa 
now loaded, and the chiefs being formed into a 
circle round it, captain Clark addressed them with 
great ceremony. He said that he had listened 
with much attention to what had yesterday been 
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declared by the Borgne, whom he believed to be 
sincere, and then reproached them with their dis- 
regard or onr coaaeels, and their wara on the 
Shoahonees and Ricaras. Littlecherry, the old 
Utnnetaree chief, answered that thej had loo^ 
stayed at home and listened to our advice, but at 
last went to war against the Sionx becanae their 
horeee had been stolen, and tbeir companions 
killed; and that in an eipodition against those 
people, they had met the Kicaras, who were on 
their way to strike them, and a battle ensued. 
But in ftjture he said they would attend to onr 
words and live at peace The Borgne added, that 
his ears too would always be open to the words 
of his good Hither, and abut against bad counsel. 
Captain Clark then presented to the Borgne the 
swivel, which he told him had announced the 
words of hia great father to all the nations we 
had Been, and which, whenever it was fired, 
should recall those which we had delivered to him. 
The gun was then discharged, and the Borgne had 
it conveyed in great pomp to his village. The 
councU was then adjourned. 

In the aitemoon captajn Clark walked up to the 
village of the Littlecrow, taking a flag, which he 
intended to present to him, but was surprised on 
being told by him, that he had given over all 
Intention of accompanying us, and refused the 
flag. He found that this was occasioned by a 
Jealousy between him and the principal chief. Big- 
white : on the interfereuce, however, of Jeeseaume, 
the two chiefs were reconciled, and it was agreed 
that the Bigwbite himself should accompany us 
with his wife and son. 

Saturday, Jr.^Tbe principal chieft of the Mlnne- 

tarees came down to bid us ferewell, as none of 

them could be prevailed on to go with ne. This 
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(dicnmstance induced our mterpreter, Chaboneaw, 
with hie wife and child, to remain here, Eia h* 
could be DO longer uBefnl; and notAvithHtanding 
our affera of taking him with ub to the United 
States, be eaid that he bad there no a<^quaintance, 
and no chance of making a livelihood, and pre- 
ferred remaining among the Indiana. Thie man 
has been very serviceable to us, and hie ivife par- 
tieularlj useful among the Shoehoueee. Indeed, 
she haa borne with a pa-tience truly admirable, the 
fetigucs of 90 long a route, incumbered with the 
charge of an infant, who is even now only nine- 
teen months old. We therefore paid him his 
wages, amounting to five hundred dollars and 
thirty-three cents, including the price of a horse 
and a lodge purchased of him; and soon after- 
wards dropped down to the village of the Big- 
whit«, attended on shore by alt the Indian chielh 
who went to take leave of him. We found him 
surrounded by his friends, who sat in a circle 
smoking, while the women were crying. He 
immediately sent his wife and son, with their 
baggage, on board, a:Ccompanied by the inter- 
preter and his wil^, and two children; and then 
after distributing among his IVieods some powder 
and ball, which we had given to him, and smok- 
ing a pipe with us, went with us to the river side. 
The whole village crowded about us, and many •f 
the people wept aloud at the departure of the 
chief. As captain Clark was shaking hands with 
the principal chiefii of all the villages, they re- 
quested that he would sit with tJiem one momeat 
longer. Being willing to gratify them, he stopped 
and ordered a pipe, after smoking which, they 
informed him that when they first saw us, they 
did not believe all that we then told them ; bat 
having now seen that onr words were all trm», 
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they would careftiUy remember tbeta, and follow 
our advice; that he miglit tell their great father 
that the young men should remain at home and 
not make war on any people eicept in defence of 
themeelves. Theyreqnested him to tell the Ricarag 
to come and Tisit them without fbar, ae they 
meant that nation no harm, but were desirous of 
peace with them. On the Sious, however, they 
had no dependence, and must kill them whenever 
they made war parties against their country. 
Captain Clark, in reply, informed them that we 
had never insisted on their not defending them- 
wlvee, but requested only that they would cot 
strike those whom we had taken by the hand ; 
that we would appriBO the nicaraa of their 
friendly intentions, and that, although we had 
not seen thoae of the Sioas with whom they were 
ftt war, -Ks should relate their conduct to their 
great I&ther, who would take measures for pro- 
ducing A general peace among all his red children. 

The Borgne now requested that we would take 
good care of this chief, who would report whal^ 
ever their great father ahould say; and the council 
being then broken up, we took leave with a 
ealut« from a gnn, and then proceeded. On reach- 
ing fort Mondan, we found a few pickets standing 
on the river side, but all the houaee except one, 
had been burnt by an act^idental fl.re. At tlie dis- 
tance of eighteen miles we reached the old Ricara 
village, where we encamped on the southwest side, 
the wind being too violcmt, and the waves too 
high to permit us to go any flirther. The same 
cause prevented us from setting out before eight 
o'clock the next day, 

Monday, 18. — Soon after we embarked, an 
Indian came running down to the beach, who ap- 
peared very anxioiifl to speak to na. We went 
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aabore, and fonnd it was the brother of the Big- 
white, who was encaoiped at ivo great distance, 
and hearing of oar departure, came to talie leave 
of the chief. The Bigwhite gave him a, pair of 
leggings, and they separated ia a most affection- 
ate manner; and we then continued thoagb the 
wind and waves were Btill high. The Indian chief 
aeeme quite satisfied with hia treatment, and dur- 
ing the whole of his time wa« employed in point- 
ing out the ancient monuments of the Mandans, 
or in relating their traditions. At ieng^th, after 
making forty miles, we encamped on tlie north- 
east Bide, opposite an old Mandan village, and 
below the mouth of Chesshetab river. 

Tneaday, 19.— The wind was so violent that we 
were nob able to proceed until four in the alter- 
noon, during which time the hunters killed four 
elk and twelve deer. We then went on for ten 
miles, and came to on a sandbar. The rain and 
wind continued tbrongb the night, and during the 
whole of the next day, 

Wednesday, 20, the waves were so high, that 
one man was constantly occupied in bailing the 
boats. We passed at noon, Cannonball river; and 
at three in the afternoon,, the entrance of the river 
Wardepon, the boundary of the country claimed 
by the Sioux ; and after coming eighty-one milce, 
passed the night on a sandbar. The plains are 
be^jnoing to change their appearance, the grass 
becoming of a yellow colour. We have seen great 
numbers of wolves to-day, and some buQalo and 
elk, though theae are by no means so abundant aa 
on the Yellowatone. 

Since we paased in 1.804, a very obvious change 

has taken place in the current and appearance of 

the Missouri. In places where at that time there 

were sandbars, the current of the river now 
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fill — , and the former channel of the river is in 
turn a, bank of sand. Sandbars then naked, are 
covered with willows several fiet high: the en- 
trance of some of the creeks and rivers changed in, 
conseqaence of the qnantitv of mnd throvrn into 
them ; and in some of the bottoms are layers of 
mod eight incbee in depth. 

Tbarsdaj, 31.— We rose after a night of broken 
rest, owing to the mosquitoes, and having pnt 
our arms in order, ao as to be prepared for an 
attack, continued our course. We soou met three 
traders, two of whom had wintered with ds 
Among the Mandans in 180i, and who were now 
on their waj there. They liad exhausted ail their 
powder and lead ; we therefore supplied tbeni with 
both. The; informed na that seven hundred Sioux 
had passed the Bicara towns on tlieir way to 
make war against ttie Mandana and Minnetareea, 
leaving their women and children encamped near 
the Big-bend of the Miaeouri, and that the Kicarao 
alt remained at home, without taking any part in 
the war. They also told ua that the Pawuee, or 
Bicara chief, who went to the United States in the 
spring of 1805, died on his return near Sioni 

We theu left them, and aoon afterwards arrived 
opposite to the upper Kicara villages. We saluted 
them with the discharge of four guns, which they 
answered in the same manner; and on our landing 
we were met by the greater part of the inhabi- 
tants of each village, and also by a band of 
Chaj^unes, who were encamped on a hill in the 
aeighbourhood. 

As soon as captain Clark stepped on shore, he 

was greeted by the two chiefs to whom we had 

given medals on our laet visit, and as they, as 

mil aa the rest, appeared much rejoiced at oar 
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id desircus of hearia^ from the Mandane, 
he Eat down on the bank, while the Ricaras and 
Cbaj'ear.ea formed a circle round him; and after 
emoUicg, he informed them, as be bad aiready 
done the Minoetareea, of the various tribes 'n'e had 
TiEitcd, acid our ai'^siety to promote peace among 
red bretbreo. He then espresosd bis regret at 
their having attacked the Mandane, who had 
listened to our couneele, and had sent on a chief 
to smoke "wiih them, aaid to assure tbera that 
they might now hunt in the plains,_and visit the 
Uaatian Tillas^s in sa&tj, and concluded by in- 
viting some of the chiefs to accompany us to 
Washington. The man ■whom we had acknowl- 
edged as the principal chief ivhen we ascended, 
now presented another, who he said wasa greater 
chief than himself, and to him, tJierefore, he had 
iurrendered the flag and medal with which we 
had honoured him. This chief, who was absent 
at our last viait, is a man of thirty-five yeari of 
age, a stout, well-looking man, and called by the 
Indians, Grayeyee. 

Re now made a very animated reply. He de- 
ciaiTd that the Ricaras were willing to follow the 
counsels we had given tfaem, but a tew of their 
bad young men would not live in peace, but had 
Joined the Sioux, and thus embroiled them with 
the MandauB. These young men had, hov.-ever, 
been driven out of the villages, and as the Ricaras 
ware now oeparated ft-om the Sious, who were a 
bad people, imd the cause of alt their misfortunes, 
they now decired to he at peace with the llan- 
dans, and would rewive them with kindness ood 
frienoahip. Several of the chiefs he said were de- 
sirous of visiting their great father, but as the 
ehiefwho went to the United States last summer 
bad not returned, and they had some fears for hia 
2rj9 
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safttj, on aecotiDt of the Sioai, tbej did not wish 
to leave home until tbej he&rd of him. With re- 
gard to hjmeeir, he would condcue with his na- 
tion, to see that tbej followed our advice. 

The min being now TCry hot, the chief of the 
Chayenues invited na to his lodge, which was at 
DO great dietaoee l>om the rirer. We followed 
him, and fooDd a very large lodge, made of twenty 
buffalo Bkiaa, eurrounded by eighteen or twenty 
lodges, nearly eqnal inaize. The rest of the nation 
are expected to-morro'iv, and will make the nnm- 
ber of one hundred and thirty or fifty lodges, con- 
taining from three hundred and fifty to four hun- 
dred men, at which the men of the nation may be 
computed. These Chayennea are a fine looking 
people, of a large stature, straight limbs, high 
cheek-bones and noses, and of a complexion simi- 
lar to that of the Kicara^. Their ears arecutat 
the lower part, but ftw wear ornaments in them 
the hair ia generally cut over the eyebrows and 
umai! ornaments fcll down the cheeks, the re- 
mainder being either twisted with horse or buiTalo 
hair, and divided over each shoulder, or else How- 
Ing loosely behind. Their decorations consist 
chiefly of blue beads, shells, red paint, brass rings, 
bears' claws, and stripe of otter ekins, of which 
lost they, as well as the Bicaras, are very fond. 
The women ore coarse in theirf^atur^, with wide 
niouthB, and ugly. Thei r dresa consists of a habit 
felling to the midleg, and made of two equal 
pieces of leather, sewed from tha bot'om with 
arm holes, with a flap tanging ii(>r,-Ij hc.lf way 
down the body, both before an'l beiiiuJ. These 
are burnt various figures, by means of a hot stick, 
and adorned with beads, ahells, and elks' tuske. 
which alt Indians admiie. The other omamenta 
are bine beads in the ears, bnt the hair 1% plain 
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and flows down fUe back. The eammer dreaa of 
the men is a Bimple buSalo robe, a cloth round the 
waiet, raoccaainH, and Qccaeionally l^^^ngs. Liv- 
ing remote from the whites, they are shy and 
cautious, but are peaceably dispoHed, and proftss 
to make war againet no people except the Sioui, 
with whom they have been engaged in contests 
iromemorially. In their excureiona they are ac- 
companied by their doga and horsea, which they 
poaeeaa in great numbers, the former eeriiag to 
carry almost all their light baggage. After smok- 
ing for Borne time, captain Clark gave a small 
medal to the Chayenne chief, and explained at the 
same time the meaning of it. He seemed alarmed 
at this present, and sent for a robe and a quan- 
tity of buffalo meat, which he gave to captain 
Clark, and requested bim to take hack the medal, 
Ibr he knew that all white people were medicine, 
and he was afraid of the medal, or of any thing 
else which the white people gave to the IndiauH. 
Captain Clark then repeated hia intention in giv- 
ing the medal, which was the medicine his great 
Ihther had directed him to deliver to all chiefe 
who listened to hia word and followed his coun- 
eela; and that as he had done so, the medal was 
given as a proof that we believed him sincere. He 
now appeared satisfied and received the medal, in 
return for which he gave double the quantity of 
bnfihio meat he had oSered before. He seemed 
now quite reconciled to the whites, and requested 
that some i:raders might be sent among the 
Chayeanes, who lived ha aaid, in a country full of 
beaver, but did not understand well how to catch 
them, and were discouraged fVom it bj having no 
sale for them when caught. Captain Clark prom- 
ised that tbey should be aoon supplied with goods, 
And taught the best mode of catching beaver. 
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Kmaaf tben. The gicM eboe^ howncr, > 
m Ost Kwe flftlw Kcuw cxmU be p 
to gowitli ■• liS tbe ictani of the o 
ud tfcM the Chsjeaaes -wtn m. wild pto^aad 
afrftid to go. He imited captaia CiaA to hie 
hoaec, sad gave him tiro cairots of tobaeeo, two 
beanr tUst, sad a ti«iicber of boiled con aod 
beaoe. It ie the costom of all the natioiu oa the 
MlMottri,to ofi^ to everj white man food and le- 
ficflhmeiit when be first enitn their tenta. 

Captain Ciork returned to the boal3, where he 
foDDd the chief of the lower village, who iiad cat 
off part of hia hair, cod dis&gamj faiiowlf ineach a 
manner that we did not rECogni^ him at first, 
until lie explained that he was in monniing for 
his nephew, who had been killed by the Sioox. 
lie proceeded with ne to the village on the island, 
where we were met by all the inhabitants. The 
aeeond chief, on seeing the Maadan, began to 
epeak to him in a loud acd threatening tone, till 
captain Clark declared that the Jlandens had 
liHtened to our counselB, and that if any injury 
waa done to the chief, we should dei^nd him 
against every nation. He then invited the Man- 
dan to his lodge, and after a very ceremonious 
aiooking, assured captain Clark that the Mandan 
wan aa safe aa at home, for the llicaras had 
opened their ears to our counsels, as well aa the 
Mandana. This was repeated by the great chief, 
and the Uondan and Kicara chielh now smoked 
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snd conversed in great apparent harmocy; after 
"Which we retjro'rf to the boats. The whole dia- 
tanco to-day wa.s twinty-nine miles. 

Fridaj, 22.— It rainEd a]] night, bo that we all i 
roBe this morning qmta wet, and were about pro- 
ceeding, when captaJD Clark was rsqueated to 
Tieit thechiefi. They now made Bereral epeeches, 
in which they eaid that they were unwilling to go' 
with UB, until the return of their conntrymao ; and 
that, although they dielilced tha Siotis: oe the 
origin of all their troubles, yet as they had mora 
horses tbaa they wanted, and were ia want of 
gnus and powder, tiiey wonid be obliged to trade 
once more with them for those artielea, after 
which they would break off all connection with' 
them. He now returned' to the faoata, and after 
taking leave of the people, who seemed to regret 
onr departure, and firing a salute of two guns, 
proceeded eevecteen miles, and encamped below 
Grouse ieland. We made only Bcventeea miles to- 
day, for we were obliged to land neap Wetarhoo 
river to dry our baggage, besides which the sand- 
bars are now uuueually numerous as the river 
widens below the Bicara villages. Captain Lewia 
is now BO far recovered that be was able to walk 
a little to-day for the first time. While here we 
had occasion to notice that the Mandane aa well 
ae the Minnetarces asd Bicaraa keep their horsee 
in the same lodges with themselves. 

Satarday, 23.— We set out eariy, but the wind 
was 80 high, that soon after passing the Sah- 
wacanah, we were obliged to go on shore, and 
remain till three o'clock, when a heavy shower of 
rain fell and the wind lulled. We then continued 
our route, and alter a day's jonrney of forty milw 
encamped. Whilst on shore we killed three deer 
. and m man; elk. Along the river are groat quan- 
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tities of grapes and chokecber'riea, and ateo ai 
Bpecies of curraot which we hai-e never seen be- 
fore: it is black, witii a leaf much larger thaa 
that of the other currants, and inferior in Qavoor 
to all of them. 

Suii/Jujr, 24.— Vie set out at aunriac, and at agbi 
o'clock paescd Laboocat's island, opposite to the 
lower point of which we landed to examine a 
stratum of etone, near the top of a bluff of r»- 
markablj black clay. It ia soft, white, and eon- 
tains a very Sne grit; and on being dried in the 
BUD will crumble to piecCa, The wind soon after 
became eo high that we were obliged to land for 
several hours, but proceeded at five o'clock. After 
making fortj-three oiilcs, we encamped at the 
gorge of the Lookout bend of the Mteeonri. Tbo 
Siouz have I&telf paaeed in this quarter, and 
there is now very little game, and that eo wild, 
that we were unable to shoot any thing. Five of 
the hunters were therefore sent ahead before.daj- 
light next morning, 

MoDdny,..23, to buat in the Pawnee ieland, an* 
.we followed them eooQ after. At eight o clock we 
'reached ths entrance cf the Chayenne, where- we 
remained till soon, in order to take a meridian 
observation. At three o'clock we passed the old 
Pawnee village, near which we bad met the 
Tetona in 1804, and encamped in a large bottom 
on the northeast ude, a littJe below the mouth of 
Notimbcr creek. Just above our camp the 
Bicara^ bad formerly a large village on each 
Bide of the river, asd there are etill seen the re- 
mains of five villagce on the southwest »de, be- 
low the Chayenue, and one also on Laboo- 
cat's ieland; but these have all been destroyed 
bj the Sioux. Tbe weather wae clear and calm, 
but bjr loeans of our oars we made forty-eight 
261 




UP THE MISSOURI. 

miles. Our himtera procured nothing except a 
fbvr deer. 
The skirt of timber in the bend above the Chay- 
3 inconsiderable, aad scattered ftom fonr to 
sixteen milee on the Bonthwest side of the river, 
and the thickest part ia £Vom the distance of fVom 
ten to six miles of the Chajenne. A narrow bot- 
"tom of email Cottonwood treea is oiao on the 
northeast point, at the distance of four nilles 
above the river. A ttxv large trees, and a small 
tmdergrovrth of willows on the lower side bottom 
on the Miseouri half a mile, and extend a quarter 
< of B, mile up the Chayenne: there is a bottom of 
cotton timber in the part above the Chayenne. 
The Chayenne discharges but a little water at its 
mouth, which resembles that of the MiBsouri. 

/Tiiesdaj; 2G. — Afler a heavy dew we set out, 
laud at nine o'clock reached the entrance of Teton 
Mver, below which were a raft and a skin canoe, 
which indnced oa to suspect that the Telons were 
In the neighbourhood. The arms were therefore 
put in perfect order, and every thing prepared to 
revenge the slightest insult fVom those people, to 
whom it is necessary to show an example of salu- 
tary rigour. We, however, went on without see- 
ing any of them, although we were obliged to 
land near Smoke creek for two hours, to stop a 
leak in the periogue. Here we saw great quan- 
tities of plums and grapes, but not yet ripe. At 
five o'clock we passed Louisville's fort, on Cedar 
island, twelve miles below which we encamped, 
having been able to roiv sixty miles, with the 
wind ahead during the greater part of the day. 

iVedsefddy, ^/.— Before sunrise me set Out with 
a etJS' eastern breeze in bur faces, and at the dis- 
tance of a few miles landed on a sandbar near 
Tylor'fl river, and sent out the hunters, as this 
2t>^ 
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was the most favourable epot to recruit our 
etock of meat, which was now completely ex- 
hausted. But aller a hunt of three houre, they 
reported that no game was to be found ia the 
bottoms, the graas having been laid flat by the 
number of bufialoee which had recently 
paased over it ; and that they eaw only a fbw 
buffalo bulls, which they did not kill, as they were 
quite unfit for use. Near this place we observed, 
however, tho firat signs of the wild turkey ; and 
not long after landed in the Bigbend, and killed a 
fine f^t elk, on which we fbaated. Towards night 
we beard the bellowing of the buflalo bulls, on the 
tower island of the Bigbend. We pursued this 
agreeable sound, and after lulling eome of the 
cowe, encamped on the island, forty-five miles 
from the camp of last night. 

TJiarsday, SS.—Vi'e proceeded at an early hour, 
having previously despatched Bome hunters ahead, 
with orders to join us at our old camp a little 
above Corvua creek, where we intended remaining 
one day, iu order to procure the skins and skele- 
tons of some animals, euch as the mule-deer, tha 
aatelope, the barking aquirrel, and the magpie, 
which we were desirous of carrying to the United 
States, and which we had seen in great abnn- 
dance. After rowing thirty-two milea we landed 
at twelve, and formed a camp in a high bottom, 
thinly timbered and covered with grass, and not 
crowded with mosquitoes. Soon after we arrived 
the equaws and several of the men went to the 
bushes near the river, and brought great quanti- 
ties of large well Savoured plums of three difierent 
epecies. 

The hunters returned ia the afternoon, without 

being able to procure any of the game we wished, 

except the barking aqairrel, though they killed four 
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common deer, and bad eeen large hcrde of buffalo, 
of which the/ brought in two. Thej reeumed 
their hunt in the momiug, 

Fritl.Tj', 20, and the reet of the party were em- 
ployed in drensing skins, except two, who were 
eent to the village of the barking squirrels, but 
could not Bee one of them out of their holes. At 
ten o'clock the Bkine were dressed, and we pro- 
ceeded ; and eoon pa3»;d the entrance of Whit« 
river, the water of which ia at this time nearly the 
colour of milk. The day wag epent in hunting 
along the river, eo that we did not advance more 
than twenty milea; but with all our efforts we 
were unable to kill either a mule-deer or an ante- 
lope, though we procured the common deer, a 
porcupine, and some bu&'alo. These last aniroalo 
are now bo numerous that ftom an eminence we 
discovered more than we had ever eeen before, at 
one time ; and if it be not impossible to calculate 
the moving multitude, wbich darkened the whole 
plains, we are convinced that twenty thousand 
would be no eiaggerated number. With regard 
to game in general, we obeerve that the greatest 
quantity of wild animals are usually fqund in the 
country lying between two nations at war. 

Sutuvday, HO.— We set out at the usual hour, 
but aner going some distance were obliged to 
Btop for two hours, in order to wait for one of 
the hunters. During this time we made an excur- 
sion to a large orchard of delicious plums, where 
we were so fortunate ae to kill two- buck elks. 
We then proceeded, down the river, and were 
about landing at a place where we had agreed to 
meet all the hnnters, vrieu several i>erHons ap- 
peared on the high hills to the northeast, whom, 
by the help of the spy-glass, we dietinguiahed to 
be Indians. We landed on the southwest side of 
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the river, and iinmedia-tclj after saw, oa a height 
oppoEite to uB, abont twentj persons, one of 
whom, IVom his blanket great-coat, and a hand- 
berchief round bis head, we supposed to be & 
Frenchman. At the same time, eigbtj or ninety 
more Indiana, armed "Tith guns and bows an^ 
arrowB. came oot of a wood acme distance below 
them, and flred a oa.lute, which we returned. 
Proro their hostile appearance, we were appre- 
henslTB that they might be Tetone; but as fh>ni 
the country through which they were roving, it 
was posKiblo that tliey were Yanktons, Pawnees, 
or Mahaa, and therefore lees susptciouH, we did 
not know in what way to receive them. In order, 
however, to ascertain who they were, without 
risk to the party, captain Clark crossed, with 
three persons who could speak diflerent ludiaa 
[languages, to a sandbar npar the opposite side, in 
' hopes of conTersing with thpra. Eight young men 
soon met him on the sandbar, but none of them 
could understand either the Pawnee or Maba in- 
terpreter. They were then addressed in the Sioux 
language, and answered that they were Tetons, of 
theband headed by the Black-buEklo, Tahtackasa- 
bab. This was the same who had attempted 
to stop us in IBO^i and being now' less anxioua 
about offending so mischievous a tribe, captain 
Clark toid them that they hod l>ceu deaf to our 
conneele, had ill treated us two years ago, and 
had abused all the whites who had since visited 
them. He believed them, be added, to be bad 
people and they must therefore return to their 
companions, for if they crossed over to our camp 
we would put them to death. They asked for 
Bome corn, which captain Clark refused ; they 
then requested permission to come and visit our 
camp, bat be ordered tlieiii back to their own 
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people. He then returned, aad all the arniB were 
prepared in caae of an attack; but when the In- 
dians reached their comrades, and had informed 
their chiefs of our intentioa, tbej all set out ou 
their way to their own camp; but some of them 
halted on a rising ground, and ahuaed us very 
copiously, threatening to kill us if we calue acroaa. 
We took no notice of this Cor eotne time, till the 
return of three of our huatera, whom we wero 
afraid -the Indiane might hare met; but aa soon 
aa they joined'us, we erobarted ; and to see what 
the Indiana would attempt, steered near the aide 
of their rjTer. At thia the party on the hill seemed 
agiitated, aome eet out for their camp, others 
walked about, and one man walked towards the 
boats and invited us f^ laad. As he came near, 
we recognised hira to be the eamo who had ac- 
companied U8 for two days in 1S04, and who is 
considered as the friend of the whites. Unwilling, 
however, to have any interriew with these people, 
we declined his invitation ; upon which hereturned 
to the hill, and struck the earth three times with 
hie gun, a great oath among the Indians, who 
consider swearing by the earth as one of the most 
sacred forms of imprecation. At the distance of 
six miles we stopped on a bleak sandbar; where, 
however, we thought ouraelvea safe (torn attack 
during the ni^bt, and also tree fVom mosquitoes. 
We had now made only twenty-two miles ; but in 
the course of the day had procared a mule-deer, 
which we much desired. About eleven in the 
evening the wind shifted to the northwest, and it 
began to rain, accompanied with hard claps of 
thunder and lightning; after whieh the wind 
changed to southwest, aad blew with such vio- 
lence that we were obliged to hold the canoes for 
fear of their being driven fk'om the sandbar; 
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tlie cables of two of them however broke, and 
two others were blown quite across the river, 
nor was it till two o'clock that the whole party 
vwas reassembledi waiting in the rain for dajr* 
Utfht. 
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CHAPTER XXXVL 

Ttie i«ny return la safev lo St. Lonlf. 

Sandny, August 31.— "if^ examined oar amu, 
and proceeded with tlie wind in our fkvour. For 
aome time we aaw aeveraj Indians on the hilto, 
bat Boon lost sight of them, lo passing the 
dome, and tiie firet village of harklsg aqutrrels, we 
stopped and Itiiled two fox squirrela, an animal 
which we have not seen on the river higher than 
this place. At night we encamped on the north- 
east aide, after a journejr of seventy miJea. We had 
■een no game, as ueual, on the river; bat in the 
evening the moaquitoes eoon diacovered us. 

Moailay, September i.— We set out early, but 
were shortly compelled to pat to shore, for half 
an hour, till a thick fog disappeared. At uiue 
o'clock we passed the entrance of the (luicurre, 
which presents the same appearance as when we 
ascended, the water rapid and of a milky-white 
coloDr, Two miles below several Indians ran 
down to the banl, and beckoned to ns to land ; 
I bat OS they appeared to be Tetosa, asd of a war 
I party, we paid no attention to them, except to 
> inquire to what tribe the; belonged; but aa the 
X interpreter did not understand much of the 
language, they probably mistook his question. 
,8 one of our canoea was behind, we were afraid 
fan attack on the men, ajid therefore landed on 
an open commanding aituation, out of the view of 
the Indiana, in order to wait for them. We had 
not been in thia poaition fifteen, minutes, when we 
beard several guns, which we immediately con- 
cluded wereflred at the three hunters; and being 
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DOW determine to protect them against any 
number oFIndlans, captain Clark with fifteen men 
ran up tie river, wtilat captain Lewis hobbled np 
the bank, and formed the rest ofthe pafty in each 
a, manaer as tv'ould beat enable them to protect 
the boats. On torning a point of the river, cap- 
tain Clark was agreeably Burprietid at eeeiog the 
Indians remaining in iJie place where we left 
them, and our canoe at the distance of a mile. 
He now went on a eandhar, end when the Indians 
crossed, gave them bis band, and was informed 
that they had been amusing themeelves with 
shooting at an old keg, which we had thrown 
into the river, and waa floating down. We now 
found them to be part of a band, oF eighty lodges 
of Yanktona, on Plum creek, and therefore invited 
them down to the camp, and after emoking eev- 
erai pipes, told them that w-e had mistaken them 
for Tetons, end had intended putting every one of 
■them to death, if they had fired at our canoe; but 
finding them Yankt-ons, ivho were good men, we 
were glad to. take them, by the hand aa feithftil 
children, who bad opened their ears to our coun- 
eels. They saluted the Mandan with great cor- 
diality, and one of them declared that their ears 
bad indeed been opened, and that they bad fol- 
lowed our advice since we gave a medal to their 
great chief, ajid should continue to do eo. We 
now tied a piece of ribbon to the bair of each 
Indian, and gave them some corn. We made a 
preeent of a pair of leggings to the principal chief, 
and then took our leave, being previously over- 
taken by ourcanoe. At t"wo o'j;lock we landed to 
Lnnt on Bonhomuie island, but obtained a single 
elk only. The bottom on the northeast mde is 
very rich, and so thickly overgrovra with pea- 
tiiws and ^a«B, interwoven with grape-vines, 
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tbat some of the party ivbo attempted to hunt 
there, were obliged to leaTe it and ascend the 
plain, where tbey fonnd the groM nearlj aa high 
aa their heads. These plains are much richer be- 
low than above the tjuicurre, and the whole 
country ie now very beautirul. After making 
filty-two milca againbt a head wind, v.'e etopped 
for the night on a sandbar, opposite to the Calu- 
met iilnff, where we had encamped on the firet of 
September, 1S04, and where oar flag-atafi' was 
etill Htanding. \\'b su9ered rery much i>om the 
mosqaitoea, till the wind became so high as to 
blow them all away. 

Tuesday, i'.— At eight o'clock we passed the 
river Jacqneg, but soon after were compelled to 
land, in coserqueuce of the high wind Oom the 
nortbeuBt, and remain till eunsct: after which wo 
went on to a sandbar twenty-two miles from our 
camp of last evening. Whilst we were on ehore 
we killed three buSyoes, and fbur prairie fowls,. 
which are the first we hare seen in descending. 
Two tnrkeys were also killed, and were very much 
admired by the Indians, who had never seen tbat 
animal before. The plains continue level and fe^ 
tile, and in the low grounds there is much white 
oak, and some white ash ia the ravines and high 
bottoms, with lya and slipiiery elm occasionally. 
During the night the wind shifted to the eouth- 
west and blew the sand over va in such a manner, 
that our situation was very unpleoaant. It 
lulled, however, towards daylight, and we then, 

Wednesday, 3, proceeded. At tJeven o'clock we 
paaaed the Rodetoue. The river ia now 
with aandbare, which are very dilTerently situated 
now from what they were when we aeoended. 
But notwithstanding these ajid the head wind, we 
made sixty miles before nigbt, when we saw two 
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boats and ecreral men on ebore. We landed, and 
fbuad a Mr. James Airs, a partner of a house at 
i'ralrie do Chien, wLo bad come ttoia Mackinaa 
by the way of Prairie de Chien and St. Loaia 
with a license to trade among the Sioui for one 
year. Me had brought two canoes loaded with 
merchandise, bnt lost many of his most useful 
articles In a equall some time since. After so Ion;; 
tin interval, the sight of any one who conldgive 
us information of our country, was peculiarly de- 
liKhtJ\il, and much of the night was spent ha mak- 
ing inquiries into what had occurred during our 
absence. We founct Mr. Airs a very friendly and 
liberal gentleman, and when we proposed to him 
to purchase a small quantity of tobacco, to be 
paid for in St. Louis, ho very readily famished 
every man of the party with as much as be could 
use during the reat of the voyage, and insisted on 
our accepting a barrel of flour. This last we 
found very agreeable, although we have bUB a 
little flour which we had deposited at the mouth 
of M&ria's river. We could give in return only 
nboiit els bushels of corn, which woe all that we 
could spare. The nest morning-, 

Tharsil.tx, -t, we K'ft Mr. -.^irs about dght 
o'clock, «ad after p«««ii]g the £ig Sioux river, 
stopped at ooon near Floyd's bloff. On 
(he hill we found that the gra-.-e of Floyd 
been opened, and was now half uncovered, 
filled it up, and then contiDued down to our iM 
camp near tlie Maha village, where all our bag-' 
gage, which bad beat wet by tbe nia of la«li 
■Ught, was expoaed to dry. Thete ia no fciine «M 
tbe rtrer except wOd 
noyd** gnv* an 
tnea, wUdi are tbe Sn* we bave acea oa 
ntam. At Bigbtwv bcaid tbaicportori 
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guns in a dJKction towards the Ataha Tillage, and 
supposed it to be the eigcal of the arrival of some 
trader But not meeting him wheo we set out, 
the uext .morning, 

Friday, 5, n-e concluded that the firing was 
merely to announce the return of the Mabas to the 
village, this being the Beason at which they return 
home from bufialo bunting, to take care of their 
corn, beans and pumpkins. The river is now more 
crooked, the current more rapid, and crowded 
with snags and sawyers, and the bottoms on 
both sides well supplied with timber. At three 
o clock we passed the Bluestone bluff, where the 
river leaves the highjanda and meanders through 
a low rich bottom, and at night encamped, after 
making seventy-three miles. 

Saturday, G. — The wind continued ahead, but 
the mosquitoes were so tormenting that to re- 
main was more unpleasant than even to advance, 
however slowly, and we therefore proceeded. 
Near the Little Sioux river we met a trading boat 
belonging to Mr. Augustas Chateau, of St. Louis, 
with several men, on their -way to trade with the 
Vanktons at the river Jacques. We obtained from 
tbem a gallon of whiskey, and gave each of the 
party a dram, which is the first spirituous liquor 
any of them have tasted since thefoufth of July, 
I8O0. After remaining with them for Bome time 
we went on to a sandbar, thirty miles from our 
last encampment, where we passed the uigbt in 
eipectation of being joined by two of the hunters. 
But as they did not come on, we set out next 
morning, 

Siioday, 7, leaving a canoe with five men, to 
wait for them, but had not gone more than eight 
siilea, when we overtook them ; we therefore fired 
a gun, which was a signal for the men behind. 
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■which, ae the ttietance in a direct line was about 
a mile, they readily beanJ and eoon joiued ua. A 
little above the Soldier's river we stopped to dine 
on elk, of which we billed three, and at night, 
after making forty-four milea, encamped on fi 
sandbar, where we hoped in vain to escape from 
the raosquitoea. We therefore set out early the 
ne«t morning, 

Monday, 8, and stopped, for a short tinie at the 
Council bluffs, to examine the situation of the 
place, and were confirmed in our belief that it 
would be a yery oligibla spot for a trading estab- 
lishment. ISeing aniioTiB to reach the Platte, we 
plisd our oars so well, that by night we had 
mode seventy-eight miles, and landed at our old 
encampment at White-catfieb camp, twelve miles 
above that river. We had here occasion to remark 
the wonderful evaporation fhim the Missouri, 
which docs not appea.r to contain more water, 
nor ie its channel wider than at the distance of 
one thousand miles nearer its source, although 
within that space it receives about twenty rivers, 
some of them of considerable width, and a great 
nnmber of creeks. This evaporation seems, in 
iiwt, to be greater no'w than when we ascended 
the river, for we are obliged to replenish the ink. 
Btand every day with fresh ink, nine-teatha of 
which must escape by evaporation. 

Tuesday, fl.— By eight o'clock- we passed the 
river Platte, which is lower than it waa, and its 
waters almost clear; though the channel ia tur. 
bulent OS usual. The sandbara which obstructed 
the Missouri are, however, washed away, and 
nothing ie to be seen except a few remaiiw of the 
bar. Below the Platte, the current of theMiseouri 
becomes evidently more rapid, and the obstruc- 
tions from fallen timber increased. The river bot- 
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toma aie ez^Dsive, rich, and covered with tall, 
large timber, tvhich is still more abundant in the 
bollowB of the ravlnesr where me,j he aceo, oak, 
ash, elm, iat^rspersed v^th some walnut and hick- 
ory. The moaquitoes also, though still numerous, 
seem to lose some of their vigour. As we advance' 
eo rapidly, the change of climate ia vecj percep- 
tible, the air ia more Bultry than we have experi- 
enced for a long time befbre, and the nighta eu 
warm that a thin blanket in now BuSlcient, al- 
though a few days ago two wore not burdeneome. 
Late in the afternoon we encamped opposite to 
the Baldpatsd prairie, aHer a journey of seventy- 
three miiea. 

Wednpsdaj', JO.— We again set out early and the 
wind being moderate, though atill ahead, we 
came sixty-flve railea to a sandbar, a short dis- 
tance above the grand Nemaha, In the course of 
the day we met a trader, with three men, on his 
way to the Pawnee Loupa or Wolf Pawnees, on 
the Platte. Soon after another boat passed ue 
with seven men ft'om St. Louis, bound to the 
Mahaa. With both of these trading parties we 
hod Bomra conversation, but our anxiety to go on 
would not suffer us to remain long with them. 
The Indians, and particularly the squaws and 
children are weary of the long journey, and we 
are not less desirous of seeing our country and 
ft'iends. We saw on the shore, deer, raceocnB, and 
turkeys. 

Thnesday, 11.— A high wind from the northwest 
detained us till after aunriae. when we proceeded 
slowly; for aa the river is rapid and narrow, aa 
Well as more crowded with sandbars and timber 
than above, much caution is necessary in avoiding 
these obstacles, particularly in the present low 
BtBt« of the water. The Nemaha seems less wide 
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than Tbea we eaw it before, and Wolf river ba« 
■KAn^Jy any water, la the afternoon we baited 
abore the Nadowa to hunt, and killed two deer, 
afUr wbicfa we went oo to a small Uiand, forty 
mileH from onr last nigbt's encampnient. Here we 
were no longer aoaoyed by mosquitoes, whlcb do 
not seem to frequent this part of the rirer; and 
after having been peraecuted with these insects 
during the whole route fi-om the falls, it is a most 
agreeable eiempHon. Tbeir noise wa« very agree- 
ably changed for that of the common wolves, 
which were bowling m different dlrectiona, and 
the prMie wolves, whose barking resembles pre- 
cisely that of the comiaon cur dog. 

Fridaj; 12.—Mter a thick fog and a heavy dew 
■we set out by sunrise, and at the distance of 
seven miles met two periogues, one of them bound 
to the Platte, for the purpose of trading with the 
Pawnees, the other on a trapping espcditioa to 
the neigbbcurbood of the Mahas. Soon after we 
met the trading party under Mr. tl'Clellan; and 
with them was Mr. Gravelines, the interpreter, 
whom we bad sent with a Kicara chief to the 
United States. The chief had unfortunately died 
at Washington, and Gravelines was now on his 
way to tJie liicaras, with a speech from the presi- 
dent, and the presents which bad been made to 
the chief. He had also directions to instruct tbe 
Bicaras in agriculture. He was accompanied on 
this mission by old Mr, Durion, our former Sioui 
interpreter, whose object was to procure by bis 
influence, a safe passage for tbe Ricara presents 
through tbe bands of Sious, and also to engage 
some of the Sious cbielb, not exceeding six, to 
visit Washington. Both of tbem were instructed 
to inquire particularly after the l^te of our party, 
DO intelligence having l>een received from us during 
278 
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A long time. We authorised Mr. OarioD to iDTit« 
t«D or twelve Sioux ctueb to accompany him, par- 
ticularlj the YanktonH, whom we had found well 
disposed towards our country. The alteraoon be- 
ing wet, we determined to remain with Mr. M'Clel- 
lan dufing the night ; and therefore, after sending 
on five hunters ahead, spent the evening in in- 
quiries after occurrences ia the United States 
during our absence; and by eight o'clock next 
morning:, 

jSflturJaj', 13, overtook the hunters; but they 
had killed nothing. The wind being now too high 
to proceed safely through timber atuck in every 
l>art of the channel, we lojided, and sent the email 
canoes ahead to hunt. Towards evening we over- 
took them, and encamped, not being able to ad- 
vance more than eight»en miles. The weather 
woe very warm, and the rushes in the bottoms so 
high and thick that we could scarcely hunt, but 
were fortunate eoough to obtain four deer and a 
turkey, which, with the hooting owl, tie common 
buzzard, crow, and hawk, were the only game we 
aaw. Among the timber is the Cottonwood, syca- 
more, aah, mulberry, papaw, walnut, hickory, 
prickly aah, several species of elm, intermiied with 
great quantities of grape-vines, and three kinds of 

Sandax, JJ.— We resumed our journey, and this 
being a part of the river to which the Kanzas 
resort, in order to rob the boats of traders, we 
held ourselreti in readiness to fire upon any In- 
dians who ehonld oSer us the slightest indignity, 
as we no longer needed their friendship, and found 
that a tone or firmness and decision is the beet 
possible method of making proper impression on 
the«e freebooters. We, however, did notencounter 
any of them; but juBt below the old Kamaa vil- 
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tage met three trading boats from St. Louia, on 
their way to the Yftnktona and Mahas. After 
leaving them we eaw a number of deer, of which 
we killed fire, and encamped on an island, fifty- 
three milea from our encampment of last evening. 

Monday, JH.—X Htrong breeze ahead prevented 
ua fVom advancing more thau forty-nine milea to 
the neighbourhood of Haycabin creek. The river 
Kanzas is very low at this time. About a mile 
below it we landed to view the situation of a high 
hill, which has many advantages for a trading 
house or fort; while on the shore we gathered 
great quantities of papaws, and shot an elk. 
The low grounds are now delightful, aod the 
whole country exhibita a rich appearance; but tie 
weather is oppressively warm, and deeeendtng as 
rapidly as we do from a cool open country, be- 
tween the latitude of 40 and 40 , in which we 
have been for nearly two years, to the wooded 
plains in 38 and 3'^°, the heat would be almost 
insufierable were it not for the couatant winds 
from the south and southeast. 

Tuesday, JG.— We set out at an early hour, hot 
the weather aoon became so warm that the men 
rowed but little. In the course of the day we met 
two trading parties, on their way to the Pawnees 
and Mahaa, and after making fifty-two miles, re- 
mained on an island till next morning, 

Wednesday, 17, when we passed in safety the 
Island of the Little Osage village. This place is 
considered by the navigators of the Klissouri, as 
the most dangeroua part of It, the whole water 
being compreosed, for two milee, within a narrow 
channel, crowded with timber, into which the 
violence of the current is constantly washing the 
banks. At the distance of thirty milea we met a 
captain M'Clellan, lately of the Unit«d States 
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■nny, witli ■whom we encampsd. He informed us 
■Uiat the general opiniou in the United States waa 
tbat Ve 'were loat; tbc last accounts wbicb had 
'lieen heard of us being from the Handan villagea. 
Captain M'Clellan ia on his 'way to attempt a 
new 'trade 'with the Indiana. Hia plan is to es- 
tablish himself oa the Platte, and after trading 
with the Pawnees and Otto&a, prevail on Bome of 
tiieir chi?ft to accompany him to Santa Fee, 
where he hopes to obtain permisEioa to exchange 
ilia merchandifle for goM and silTer, which is there 
fa abundance". If this be granted, he can trana- 
JWrt hia goods on mulea and horses from the 
Platte to some part of Louisiana, convenient to 
the Spanish settlements, -where he _maj be met by 
the traders from New Jlexico. 

Thumdaj, J5.— We parted 'with captain M'Clel- 
lan, and "Within a fe'w miles passed the Grand 
river, below which we overtook the hunters, who 
bad been sent forward yesterday afternoon. They 
had not been able to kill any thing, nor did we 
eee any game except one bear and three turkeys, 
BO that our whole stock of pro'viaiona '\% onebia- 
,cuit for each pereon ; but as there la an abundance 
of papawB, the men are perfectly contented. 
The current of the river is more gentle than it waa 
when we ascended, the wafer being lower though 
etill rapid in plaees where it is confined. We con- 
tiiiued to pass throi:gh a very fine country, for 
fifty-two miles, when we encamped nearly oppoaite 
to Mine river. The nest morning, 

Fridaj-, 39, we 'worked our oars all day, with- 
out taking tinfe to bunt, or even landing, escept 
once to gather papaws; and at eight o clock 
reached the entrance of the Osage river, a distance 
of Beventy-two miles. Several of the party have 
been for a day or two attacked with a aoreneea 
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in the eyee; the eye-ball being very much swelled 
and the lid appearing as if burnt by the bud, and 
extremely painful, particularly when eipoeed to 
the light. Three of the men are so much afibcted 
by it, a« to be unable to row. We tberefore 
turned oneof the boata Adrift, and distributed the 
men among the other canoea, when we eetotita 
little before daybreak, 

Salnrday, 20. — The Osage is at thiS'time low, 
and diecbargee but a very amall quantity of 
water. Near the mootli of Gasconade, where W9 
arrived at noon, we met five Frenchmen on tlieir 
way to the Great Osage village. As we moved 
along rapidly, we aaw on the banks eome cows 
feeding, and the whole party almost involontarilf 
raised a shout of joy at seeing thta image of 
civilisation and domestic lif^. 

Soon after we reached the little French village 
iof Lacharette, which we saluted with a discharge 
of four guns, and three hearty cheers. We then 
landed, and were recefved with kindness by the 
inhabitants, as well as some traders from Can- 
ada, who were going to traffic with the Os^es 
and Ottoes, They were all equally surprised 
and pleased at our arrival, for they had long 
since abandoned all hopes of ever seeing n4 

These Canadians have boats prepared for the 
navigation of the Missouri, which seem better 
calculated for the purpose than those in any other 
form. They are in the shape of batteaux, about 
thirty ftet long, and eight wide; the bow and 
stem pointed, the bottom flat, and carrying sis 
oars only, and their chief advantage is their width 
and flatness, which saves them IVom the danger of 
rolling sands. 

Gaviug come elxty-eigbt milee, and the weather 
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Ihrcatening to be bad, we Koiaiaed at La Cha- 
rette till the next morning, 

Suadsj', 21, when we proceeded, and as several 
nettlementa have been made during our absence, 
were relteehed with the eight of men and cattle 
along the banks. We aleo passed twelve canoeeof 
Kickapoo Indians, going on a hunting excursion. 
\t length, an«r coming forty-eight miles, we 
saluted, with heartitit satiBf^tion, the village of 
St. Charles, and on landing were treated with the 
greatest hospitality and kindness b; all the in- 
habitants of that place. Their civility detained ua 
till ten o'clock the next morning, 

Moodaj, 23, when the rain having ceased, we 
set out for Coldwater creek, about three milea 
from the mouth of the Missouri, where we round 
acantontnent of troops the United States, with 
whom we passed the day, and then, 

T^esda^, 23, descended to the Mississippi, and 
round to St. l-oiiis, where we arrived at twelve 
o'clock, and having flred a salute went on shore 
and received the heartiest and most hospitable 
welcome fVom the whole village. 
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Observatiom and reflections oji the present and 
future state of Upper Louisiana, in relation fo 
the government of (lie Indian Tuitions inhabit- 
ing that c&umlry, and the trade and inter- 
course ivilh the same. By captain Lewis. 

With a, view to a, more complete development of 
this subject, I bavo deemed it expedient in the out- 
set, to state tlie leading measures pursued by the 
provincial government of i^pain, in relation to this 
subject; the evile which flowed itom those meas- 
ures, OS well to the Indians as to the whites, in 
order that we may profit by their errors, and bo 
ourselves the better enabled to apply tbeneceasary 
correctives to the remnant of evils which their 
practice introduced. 

From the commencement of the Spanish provin- 
cial ROvemment in Louisiana, whether by the per- 
mission of the crown, or originating in the pecu- 
niary rapacity of their governors general, this 
otiicer assumed to himsciresclusively the right of 
trading with all the Indian nations in Louisiana; 
and therefore proceeded to dispose of this privilejj;B 
to individuals, for certain specific sums: his ex- 
smpie waa imitated by the governors of Upper 
Louieiana, who made a f\irther exaction. Those 
exclusive permissions to individuals varied as to 
the extent of country or nations they embraced, 
and the period for which granted ; but in all cases 
lie exclusive licenses were offered to the highest 
bidder, and, coosequeutly, the sums paid bj tho 
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individuals purchasing, wert^ quite as much aa tb 
prgfits of the trade would bear, and ia m&ay ii 
etancee, from a epirit of opposition between c 
tending applicants, much more v.'a.e given than 
ever the profits of the traffic would juBtify. Thj 
individual, of course, became bankrupt. This, 
however, was among tte least of the evila flowinR 
from thia 8yBt«m to the Indian; it produced tie 
evil of compelling him to pay such enormous sums 
for the articles be purchased, that bis greatest 
eiertions would not enable him to obtain aa much 
na he had previously been in the habit of con- 
suming, and which he therefore conceived neces- 
sary to him; for aa this ejsteni progresffid the. 
demands of the governors became more exorbi- 
tant, and the trader, to meet his engagements, 
exacted higher prices from the Indiana, though the 
gamebecameacarcer in their country. The morale 
of the Indian were corrupted by placing before 
him the articles which he viewed aa of the first 
neceaaity to him, at auch pricea, that he had it not 
in his power to purchase; he was therefore in- 
duced, in many instances, to take by force that 
which he had not the means of paying for; con- 
soling himself with the idea, that the trader was 
compelled of neceaaity to posseae himself of the 
peltriea and furs, in order to meet bis engagements 
with those fVoin whom he had purchaaed his mer- 
chandise, as well as thoae who had oaaiab^d him 
in their transportation. He conaequently could 
not withdraw himaelf from their trade, without 
inevitable ruin. The prevalence of this sentimBnt 
among the Indians, wae strongly impressed on my 
mind by an anecdote related to me by a gentle- 
man, who had for several years enjoyed, under the 
Spanish government, the exclusive privilege of 
trading with the Little Oaages. It happened, that 
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after he had bartered witb them for all their pel- 
triee and Tura which they had on hand, that they 
seized forcibly on a number of guns and a quan- 
tity of ammunition which he had still remaimng; 
he remonstrated with them against this act of 
violence, and finally conclnded by declaring that 
he would never return among them again, nor 
would he suflir any person to bring them mer- 
chandise thereafter. They heard hira out very 
patiently, when one of their leaders pertly aeked 
him; if he did not return the next season to ob- 
tain their peltries and ftira, how he intended to 
pay the persona from whom he had purchased the 
mercbandieo they had then taken from him? 

The Indiana believed that these traders were the 
most powerful persons in tlie nation; nor did they 
doubt their ability to witlihold merchandise iVom 
them; but the great thirst displayed by the trad- 
ers for the possession of their peltries and furs, 
added to the belief that they were compelled to 
continue their traffic, was considered by the Id- 
diaoa a sufflcient guarantee for the continuance of 
their intercourse, and therefore felt themselves at 
liberty to practise aggressions on the traders with 
impunity; thus they. governed the trader by what 
they conceived bis necessitiee to possess their fhra 
and peltries, rather than governing themselves by 
their own aniieiy to obtain merchandise, aa they 
may most eiftetually be by a well regulated sya- 
lem. It is immaterial to the Indiana how they 
obtain merchandise; in possession of a supply 
they fbcl independent. The Indians found by a 
few eiperiraente of aggression on the traders, that 
as it respected themeelvea, it had a salutary effect; 
and Although they had mistaken the legitimate 
cause of action on the pa,rt of the trader, the 
result being favourable to themselves, they con- 
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tinned tbcir practice. The fact ta, tbat tbe trader 
waa CODipcilkd to continue his tre<>e under every 
disad vantage, in ord<.'r to make good Lis engage- 
ments to tbe goTcrnors; for baviog secured tlieir 
protection, tbey were safe, both in peraon and 
property from their other creditors, T,-ho Vfsie, for 
the most part, the merchants of Montreal. 

Tbe first effect of these depredations of the In- 
dians, was the introduction of a minous custom 
among the traders, of estending to them a credit. 
The traders, who visited the Indians on the Mio- 
souri, arrived at their wintering stations from the 
lattei' end of September to Uie middle of October: 
here they tarried on. their trni3e until the latter 
end of March or beginning of April. In the co\^rse 
of tbe season they bad poiasessed themselves of 
every siiin the Indiana had procured, of course 
there wae an end of trade; bnt previous to thtSr 
return, the Indiana inHsAt upon a credit being 
given on the faith of payment when he returned 
the next season. The trader underatandB hia situ- 
ation, and knowing this credit was nothing less 
than the price of his passport, or the privilege of 
departkig in safety to his home, of course nar- 
rowed down tbe amount of this credit, by con- 
cealing, as far as he could, to avoid the suspicions 
of the Indians, the remnant of bis merchandise. 
But the amoant to be oilered must always be 
Buch as they had been accustomed to receive; and 
which, in every case, bore a considerable propor- 
tion to tbeir whole trade ; say the full amount of 
their summer or rcdskia hunt. The Indians well 
knew that the traders-were in their power, end 
the aervile motives which induced them to extend 
their (ilierality to them, and were therefore tbe 
less solicitous to meet their engagements on tbe 
day of payment; to this indifierence they were 
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further urged by the traders diatribnting among 
tfaecD, on those occasiona, aaxaj articl^a or the laBt 
neceesity to them. The eooseqaence was, that 
when the traders returned the ensuing fkll, if they ' 
obtained only one half of their credite they wer« | 
well eati'sSed, as this cohered tlieir real espendl- 

Again ; if it so happen, in the coui^o of the win- 
ter's traffic, that the lossea of the trader, growing 
out of the indoleni:e of the Indians, and their 
exorbitant exactions under the appellation of 
credit, should so reduce his atock in trade that he 
could not, pay the governor the price stipulated 
for his license, and procure a ftirther supply of 
gooda io order to proeccute his trade, the license 
was immediately granted toBomeotheriudividual, 
who, with an ample assortment of merchondiBe, 
visits the place of rendezvous of his predecessor, 
without the interpolation of a single seaaou. It 
did not unfrequeutly happen, that the individnals 
engaged in this commerce, finding one of their 
number failing fVom the rapacity of the Indian 
oation, with which he had been permitted ta 
trade, were not so anxious to poBBeas themselves 
of the privilege of trading with that nation ; the 
governor, of course, rather than lose all advan- 
tages, would abate of hia demaude considerably. 
The new trader thus relieved of a considerable 
proportioD- of the tas borne by his predecessor, 
and being disposed to make a favourable impres- 
Bioo oa the mjnda of the Indians, to whom he was 
about to introduce himself, would, for the firat 
eeaaoc at least, dispose of his goods to thosa 
Indiana on more moderate terms than Ilia prede- 
cessor had done. The Indians now find that the 
aggressions they have practised on their former 
trader, so ihj* from provmg detrimental to them, 
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baa pracsnd not oalj tfcdr mw w ra doa II 
pa^mtnt of tlw Urt credit givea then br I 
former trader, bit tbAt tfce preKnt trader i 
nUMd tbem gooda ob bvtter temw Uiaa titef had 
been secDstomed to receire them. Tbiu tatoar- 
Aged bjr tbecfieetsof cIusraiMcionspolier, it waa 
not to be eipeetetl tbst thejr wonld alter tbeir 
pbui of operation aa it reepEcln) thriritew trader; 
or tJiat thej ehoald appreciate the character of 
tbe wbltM [a general in zaf other maticer, than 
aa exprecned io a prevailing sentimect on this eab 
ject, DOW common amon^ Hereral cations on tbe 
Miwourt, to wit: "tbat tbe white mn are /i*e 
do^, tbB mon joti heat them and plunder tbem, 
the more goods they will bring yoo, end tbe 
cheaper tb^y will sell tliem." Thia eentinient con- 
Btibites, at present, the rule of action among tbe 
Kanxas, Sioax, and otherB : and irit be not broken 
down bj the adoption or eome efficient meaeitrea, 
it needs not tbe aid of anj deep catcnlatjon %a 
deterinine the snm of adTaatages which wilt result 
to the American people IVom the trade oT the 
Missouri. These aggreBsions on the part of the 
Indians, were encouraged by the pusiUanimitj of 
the engage'je, who declared that thej- were not 



Theevilawhich flowed from this system of ex- 
clu^TC trade, were eensibly felt bj the inhabitants 
of Louiuaca. The govercor, regardless of the 
safety of the commuci:;', ijcld to an individual tbe 
right of vending among the Indians erery species 
of merehandiBe ; thus bartering, in eSect, bla 
only efBcient check on the Iniliane. The trader, 
allured by the hope of gain, neither shackled with 
discretion, nor consulting tbe public good, pro- 
ceeded to supply the Indians, on whom he was 
dependent, with arms, amniuaition, and all other 
S90 



L 



APPENDIX. 

artideH they might require. The Indian, tbua in- 
dependent, ocknuwledging no authority but hie 
own, will proceed without compunction of cc 
science or fear of punish ment, to wage war on t 
deftncelesB inhabitants of the ttontjer, whose liveBT 1 
and property, in many inatancee, were thus sacri-, f 
flced at the ehrine of au inordinate tbiist far 1 
wealth in their govemora, which in reality occa-j i 
doaed all those evils. Although the goveraors , 
could not have been ignorant that the misfortuneB 
of the people were caused by the independence of 
the Indians, to which they were aceesaory, Btill 
they were the more unwilling to apply the cor- 
rective ; because the very Bystem which gave them 
wealth in the outHet, in the cuurae of its progress, 
afforded them many plausible pretexts to puttheir 
hands into the treaaury of the king their master. 
For example ; the Indiana attack the fyontier, kill 
some of the inhabitants, plunder many others, and 
agreeably to tbelr custom of warfare, retire in- 
stantly to their villages with their booty. The 
governor informed of this transaction, promptly 
calls on the inhabitaats to aid and assist in re- 
pelling the invasion. Accordingly a party assem-^ 
ble under their officers, some three or four days 
after the mischief had been done, and the Indians, 
one hundred, or one hundred and fifty miles fhim 
them, they pursue them, as they usually did, at 
no rapid pace, three or four days, and returned 
without overtaking the enemy, aa they might 
have well known before they set out. On their 
return the men were dismissed, but ordered to 
hold themselves in readiness at a moment's warn-, 
ing. When at the end of some two or three 
months, the governor chose to consider the danger 
blown over, he causes receipts to be made out for 
the full pay of two or three months' service, to 
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which the Bignatures oftlie indiridualH are affixed; 
those persons were only absent fVoiD their 
homes ten or twelve days, all that was realij 
paid them, did not amount to more than one 
fourth or one fifth of what they receipted for, and 
the balance of course waa taken by the governor, 
OB the reward for his faitbl\il guardiauship of the 
lives and property of bis majesty's subjects. 

The Spaniards holding the entrance of the Mia- 
Bouri, could regulate OrS they thought proper the 
intercourse with the Indians through that channel; 
but from what has been said, it will be readily 
perceived, that their traders, shatkled with the 
pecuniary impositions of their governors, could 
never become the succeesnil rivals of the British 
merchantd on the weat side of the MLasissippi, 
which, ftom its proxin:iity to the United States, 
the latter could enter without the necessity of ck 
Spanish passport, or the itar of being detected by 
them. The consequence was that the trade of the 
rivers Demoiu, St, Peter's, and all the country 
west of the ^liesiasippi nearly to the Missouri, was 
exclusively enjoyed by the British merehante. 
The Spanish govemora, stimulated by their own 
sordid views, declared that the honour of his 
majMty was grossly compromitted by the liberty 
that those adventurers took in trading with the 
natives within his territory, without their per- 
mission, and therefore took the liberty of expend- 
ing his majesty's money by equipping and man- 
ning several galleys to emiae in the channels of the 
Miasiasippi in order to intercept those traders of 
the St. Peter's and Demoin rivers, in their passage 
to and from the entrance of the Oisconsing river; 
but after several unsuccessful cmises, and finding 
the Indians so hostile to them in this quarter, 
tliat they dare not land nor remain long in the 
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channel without being attAcked. they therefore 
retired and gave over the project. The Indiana 
were fViendly to the British merehantg, and un- 
IMendly to the Spanish, for tbe plain reason that 
the former sold them goods at a lower rate. The 
Ayaways, Sacks, Foses and Yanktons of the rirer 
Demoin, who ocuasionally visited tlie Missouri, 
had it in their power to compare the rates at 
which the Spanish merehaDt in that qnarter, and 
the British merchant on the Miesiaeippi sold their 
goods; this was always lanch in fitvour of the 
latter; it therefore availed the Spaniards butlittle, 
when they incnicated the doctrine of their being 
their only legitimate fathers and Mends, and that 
the British merchants were mere intrndera, and 
had no other object in view but their own ag- 
grandisement. The Indians, deafto this doctrine, 
estimated the friendship of both by the rates at 
which they respectively sold their merchandise; 
and of coarse remained the firm fKends of the 
British. In this situation it is not difficult for 
those to conceive who have felt the force of their 
machinations, that the British merchants would, 
in order to extend their own trade, endeavour to 
break down that of their neighbours on the Mis- 
souri. The attachments of the Indians to them, 
aflbrded a formidable weapon with which to efibct 
their purposes, nor did they snfifer it to remain 
unemployed. 

The merchants of the Dog prairie, rivers Demoin 
and -lyaway, stimulated the nations just men- 
tioned to the commieaion of acta of rapacity on 
the merchants of the Missouri, nor was Mr. Cam- 
eron and others, merchants of the river St. Peter's, 
less active with respect to the Cissitons, Tanktone 
of the plains, Tetons, &c. who resort the Missouri 
occasionally still higher up. War parties of those 
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■were coneequentlj' found tying in wait on 
the MiBsouri. to intercept the boata of the 
chanta of that river at the eeasona thej 
expected to paes, and depredations were frequently 
committed, particularly hy the Ajawajs, who 
have been known in eeTeral instances to capture 
boats on the Miaaouri, in their descent to St. 
Louie, and compelled tlie crews to toad themselves 
witli heavy burdens of their best tare across the 
country to their towns, where they disposed of 
them to the British merchants. In those cases 
they always destroyed the perioguea, and such of 
tJie peltries and furs as they could not carry off". 
It may be nr^^, that the British merchants 
knowing that the United States, at present, 
through mere courtesy, permit them to eiteod 
their trade to the weet side of the Klississippi ; or 
rather that they are mere tenants at will, and 
that the United States possess the means of eject- 
ing them at pleasure; that they will, under these 
circumstances, he induced to act difitirently to- 
wards us than tliey did in relation to the Spanish 
government; but what assurance have we that 
this will be the effect of the mere change of gov- 
ernments without change of measures in relation 
to them. Bufitr me to ask what solid grounds 
there are to hox»e that their gratitude for our 
tolerance and liberality on this subject, will induce 
them to hold a different policy towards us. None, 
in my opinion, unless we stimulate their gratitude 
by placing before their eyes the instruments of our 
power in the form of one or two garrisons on the 
upper part of the Miasisaippi. Even admit that 
the people were actuated by the most friendly 
regard towards the interests of the United States, 
and at this moment made a common cause with 
ua to indnce the Indians to demean themselves in 
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an orderly manner towards our goTemment, and 
I ^ treat our tradera of the Missouri with respect 
[ and Mendehip, yet, without some efficient cbecic 
on the Indians, I should not think our citizens 
nor our traders secure; because the Indiana, who 
have for ten years and upwarde, derived ailvan- 
tages from practice on le«eons of rapacitj taught 
n b; thoee traders, cannot at a moment be 
brouRbt back to a state of primitive innocence, by 
I ,^e united perHuaeionB of all the British traders. 
I 1 hold it an axiom, incontrovertible, that it in 
more easy to introduce rice into all states of 
I aociety than it is tn eradicate it; and that this is 
Btiil more strictly true, when applied to man in 
BBvage than in hie civilised state. If, therefore, 
we wish, within some ehort period, to divest our- 
■elves of the evils which flowed Itom the inenlca- 
tton of those doctrines of vice, we must employ 
jHjme more active agent than the influence of the 
le teachers who first introduced them. Buch 
an agent, in my opinion, is the power of with- 
holding their merchandise from them at pleaenre ; 
and to accomplish this, we must first provide the 
,n8 of controlling the merchants. If we permit 
the British merchants to supply tlie Indiana in 
Louisiana as formerly, the influence of our govem- 
meut over those Indians is lost. For the Indian 
in possession of bis mercbandise, f^le himself in- 
' 'dependent of every goveroment, and will proceed 
, to commit the same depredations which they did 
Vhen readered independent by the Spanish sys- 
[ ^cm. 

The traders give themselves but little trouble at 

r ^ny time to inculcate among the Indians a respect 

f Ibr governments; but are usually content with 

proclaiming their own importance, \^'llen the 

British merchants give themselves trouble to 
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from esperience that no regard for tbe blood of 
our frontier inhabitants will influence them at any 
time to withhold arma and ammunition ftom the 
Indians, provided tbcy are to profit by furnishing 

Haying now stated, as they have occurred to 
my mind, the several evils which flowed from that 
system of intercourse with the Indians, pursued 
by the Spanish government, I shall next endeav- 
our to point out the defects of our own, and show 
its incomiwtency to produce the wished for re- 
form; then, with soin« retuarhs on tJie Indian 
character, conclude by submitting for the con- 
sideration of our government, the outlines of a 
plan which has been dictated a^ well by a senti- 
ment of philanthropy towards tbe aborigines of 
America, as a just regard to the protection of 
theiives and property of our citixens; and with the 
flirther view also of securing to the people of the 
United States, exclusively, the advantages which 
ought of right to accrue to them from the possee- 
sion of Louisiana. 

We now permit the British merchants of Can- 
ada, indiscriminately with our own, to enter the 
Missouri, and trade with the nations in that 
quarter. Although the government of the U. 
States has not yielded the point that, as a matter 
of right, the British merchants have the privilege 
of trading in this quarter; yet from what baa been 
said to them, they are now acting under a beUef, 
that it will be some time before any prohibitory 
measures will be taken with respect to them; and 
are therefore making rapid strides to secure them- 
Belves in the affection of the Indians, and to 
2m 
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break down, as soon as possible, the American 
adventurers, by underBelling them, and thus 
lopolise that trade ; this they will effect to an 
absolute certainty in the course or a ffew years. 
The old Northwest company of Canada have, 
within the last two years, formed a union with 
the Newyork comjiany, who had previoiialy been 
the only important riralH in the fur trade; this 
company, with the great accession of capital 
brought them by the Newyork company, have, 
with a -view to the particuiar monopoly of the 
Missouri, formed a connection with a British 
house in Newyork, another at New Orleans, and 
have sent their particular agent, by the name of 
Jacob Mires, to take his station at St. LouLj. It 
may be readily conceived that the union of the 
Northwest and Newyork eompaniea, who had 
previously extended their trade in oppoMition to 
each other, and to the exclusion of all nnaeeo- 
ciated merchants on the upper portion of the 
Uleeisaippi, the waters of lake Wianipec and the 
Athebafikey country, would, after their lats union, 
have a surplus of capital and a surplus of men, 
■which they could readily employ in some other 
quarter: such was the Missouri, which, fl-om the 
lenity of our government, they saw was ojffined to 
them; and I do believe, couid the feet be ascer- 
tained, that the hope of future gain from the (br 
trade of that river, was one of the principal 
causes of the union between those two great 
I, rivals in the fur trade of North America. That 
I. this trade will be nurtured and protected by the 
'Sritiah government, I have no doubt, for many 
!, which it strikes me could be ofiered, but 
I ■which, not ftilling immediately within the purview 
of these observations on the fur trade of Louisi- 
ana, I shall forbear to mention. 
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Ae the Misaouri forme onij one of four large 
branches of the commerce of this united, or aa it 
1h atiU called, the Northwest company, thej will 
have it In their power, not only to hreak down 
all single adventurers on the ^Ueaouri, but in the 
of a few yeara to eUect the same thing with 
a company of merchanta of the United States, 
who might enter Into a competition with them in 
thia single branch of their trade. Nor la it proba- 
ble that our merchants, knowing this feet, will 
form a company for the purpose of carrying on 
this trade, while they aee the Sorthweat company 
permitted by our govenimcnt to trade on the 
MISBonri, and on the west side of the Mieslaaippl; 
therefore, the Northwest company, on the present 
plan, having driven the adventurers of small 
capitals from these portions of our territory, will 
moat probably never aiterwarda have a rival In 
any company of our own merchants. By their 
continuance they will acquire strength, and hav- 
ing secured the wiahed-for monopoly, they mil 
then trade with the Indians on their own terms ; 
and being poesesaed of the trade, both on the 
Mississippi and Missouri, they can make the price 
of their goods in both quarters simitar, and 
though they may be esceasively high, yet being 
the same they will run no riak of disalTecting the 
Indians by a comparison of the pricea at which 
they receive their goods at those places. If then 
it appears, that the longer we extend the privilege 
to the Northwest company of continuing their 
trade withiu our territory, the difBcultj of ex- 
cluding them will increase ; can we begin tie work 
of eicluaion too soon? For my own part I see not 
the necessity to admit, that our own merchants 
are not at this moment competent to supply the 
Indians of the ^liasouri with such quantities of 
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goods as 'Will, at least in the acceptation of the 
Indiana themeelvee, be deemed eatielbftorf and 
aufflclent for their neceBaities. All their ideas rela- 
tive to their necessities are only comparative, and 
maj be tested bj a scale of the quantitlM thej- 
have been in the babit of receiving. Such a scale 
I transmitted to the government from fort Man- 
dan. From a regard to the happiness of the In- 
dians, it would give me much pleasure to see this 
scale liberally increased ; yet I am clea.rly of opin- 
ion, that this effect should be caused by the regu- 
lar progression of the trade of our own merchants, 
under the patronage and protection of our own 
government. This will afford additional security 
to the tranquillity of our much extended frontier, 
while it will give wealth to onr merchants. We 
know that the change of government in Lonisi- 
ana, from Spain to that of the United States, has 
withdrawn no part of that capital formerly em- 
ployed in the trade of the Miasouri; the same 
persons still remain, and continue to prosecute 
their trade. To these there has been an accession 
of several enterprising American merchants, and 
several others since ray return have signified their 
intention to embark in that trade, within the 
present year; and the whole of those merchants 
are now uuembarraHsed by the exactions of Span- 
ish governors. Under those circumstances is it 
fair for us to presume that the Indians are not 
now supplied by our own merchants, with quite 
as large an amount in merchandise as they had 
been formerly accustomed to receive? Should the 
quantity thus supplied not fully meet our wishes 
on liberal views, towards the Indians, is it not 
sounder policy to wait the certain progress of our 
own trade, than in order to supply this momen- 
tary deficiency, to admit the aid of t^e Northwest 



composj', at the expense of the total lose of that 
trade ; thereby giving them a cart* blanch on 
which to writ« in future their own terras of traffic 
with the Indiana, and thuB throwing them into 
their hands, permit them to be formed into a rod 
of iron, with which, for Great Britain, to scourge 
our frontier at pleasure. 

IJ' tlie British merchants were prohibited from 
trading in upper Louisiana, the American mer- 
chante, with the aid of the profits arising from 
the trade of the lower portion of the Missouri and 
the western branches of the MiBsissippi, would be 
enabled most probably to become the suceeeBful 
rivals of the Korthwest company in the more dis- 
tant parts of the continent; to which we might 
look, in such case, with a well-founded hope of 
enjoying great advantages from the f^ir trade; 
but if this prohibition does not shortly talie place, 
I will venture to predict that no such attempts 
will ever be made, and, consequently, that we shall 
for several generations, be taxed with the defence 
of a country, which to us would be no more than 
a barren waste. 

About the beginning of -Yugust last, two of the 
wintering partners of the Northwest company, 
visited the Mandan and Miunetaree villages on the 
Missouri, and Qsed on a site for a fortiSed estab- 
hshment. This project once carried into effect, we 
have no right to hope for the trade of the upper 
portion of the Missouri, until our government 
shall think proper to dislodge them. 

This season there has been sent np the Missouri, 
for the Indian trade, oiore than treble the quan- 
tity of merchandise that has ever been previously 
embarked in that trade at any one period. Of 
this quantity, as far as I could judge from the 
best information I could collect, two-thirds was 
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tlie property of British merchanta, and directly or 
indirectly that of the Nortiiwest company. Not 
any of this merchandiBe was dcBtined for a higher 
point oo the MisHouri thaa the month of the Ver- 
million river, or the neigbbourhood of the Tank- 
tone of the river Denioin; of course, there wiil be 
a greater esceae of goods beyond what the In- 
dians caa purcliase, unless they aell at one-third 
tbeir customary price, whicli the A merican merchant 
certainly cannot do without sacrificing his capital. 

On my return this fkll, I met on the Missouri an 
American merchant by the name of Bobert M'Clel- 
lan, formerly a distinguietied partisan in the armj 
under general Wayne: ina conversation with this 
gentleman, I learned that during the last winter, 
in his trade with the Mahas, be had a competitor 
by the name of Joseph La Croix (believed to be 
employed by the Northwest company, hut now is 
an avowed British merchant) — that the prices at 
which La Croix sold his gouda, compelled him to 
reduce the rates of his own goods so much &a to 
cause him to sink upwards of two thousand 
dollars of his capital, in the course of his trade, 
that season ; but that as he had embarlied in thia 
trade for two years past, and had formed a 
Ihvourable ai^quaintance with the Mahas and 
others, he should still continue it a f^w seasons 
more, even at a lose of his time and capital, in the 
hope that government seeing the error would 
correct it, and that be might then regain Ids 
losses, f^m the circumstance of his general ac- 
qnaintanca with the Indians. 

I also met in my way tu St. Louis, another 
merchant, by the same name, a captain M'Clellan, 
formerly of the United States corps of artillerists, 
Tliis gentleman informed me that he was con- 
nected with one of the principal houses in Balti- 
301 




APPENDIX. 

more, which I do not now recollect, but con 
readily aecertain the name and etanding of the 
firm, if it is considered of any importance; he said 
be had brought with him a, small but well ae- 
iorted adventure, calculated for the Indian trade, 
by way of esperiraent ; that the majority of bia 
goods were of the fine high-priced kind, calculated 
for the trade with the Spanish province of New^ 
Mexico, which he intended to carry on within the 
territory of the United States, near the border of 
that province ; that connected with this object, the 
honee with which he waa concerned was ready to 
embark largely in the far trade of the Miaeouri, 
provided it should appear to him to offer advan- 
tages to them. That since he had arrived in 
Louisiana, which was last autumn, he had en- 
deavoured to inform himself of the state of thia 
trade, and that Ftom his inquiries, he bad been so 
fiiUy impressed with the disadvantages itiaboured 
under &om the ftee admission of the British mer- 
chants, he had written to his house in Paltimore, 
advising that they should not embark in thia 
trade, unleea these merchants were prohibited 
ftom entering the river. 

I have mentioned these two as cases in point, 
and which have fiiUen immediately under my own 
observation: the first ehows the diaadTantagea 
under which the trade of our own merchants ia 
now actually labouring; and the second, that no 
other merchants will probably engage in thia 
trade, while the British fur tradera are permitted 
by our government to continue their traffic in 
Upper Louisiana. With this view of the subject, it 
is submitted to the government, vrith whom it 
alone rests to decide whether the admission or 
non-admission of those merchants is at this mo- 
ment most expedient. 
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The custom of giving credits to the Indiana, 
which grew out of the Spanish sjsteni, still exists, 
and ag^reefthly to our preaent plan of ioterconrae 
with these people, is likely to produce more i>emi- 
ciouB conaequencee than it did formerly. The 
Indians of the Missouri, ivho have been in the 
habit of considering these credits rather as a 
present, or the price of their permission for the 
trader to depart in peace, still continue to view it 
in the same light, and will therefore gire up thdr 
expectations on that point with some reluctance; 
nor can the merchants well relbse to acquiesce, 
while they are compelled to be absent from the 
nations with which they trade five or six months 
in the year. The Indians are yet too vicions to 
permit them in aaftty to leave goods at their 
trading honses, during their absence, in the care of 
one or two persona ; the merchant, therefore, 
would rather sufler the loss by giving the credit, 
than incur the expense of a competent guard, or 
doubling the quantity of lis engagees, for it re- 
quires as many men to take the peltries and fiiro 
to market as it does to bring the goods to the 
trading establishment, and the number usually 
employed are not found at any time, more than 
sufficient to give a tolerable security against the 
Indians. 

1 presume that it will not be denied, that it is 
our best policy; and will be our practice to admit, 
under the restrictions of our laws on this subject, 
a, ittir competition among all our merchants in the 
Indian trade. This being the case then, it will 
happen, as it has already happened, that one 
merchant having trade with any nation, at the 
usual season gives them a credit and departs; a 
second knowing that audi advance had been 
made, hurries his outfit and arrives at that na- 
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tion, perhaps a month earlier in the fkll than the 
merchant who bad mode this advance to the 
Indiana: he immediately aasemblee the nation and 
ofliirB hia gooda in exchange for their redskin 
hunt; the good faith of the Indiana, with respect 
to the absent merchant, will not bind them to 
reftiso; aa exchange, ofeouree, takes place; and 
ivhen the merchant to whom they are indebted 
arrives, they have no peltry, either to barter or to 
pay him for the gooda which they have already 
received: the consequences are, that the merchant 
who haa auatained the loaa becomes frantic; be 
abuses the Indians, bee-towa on them the epithets 
of liars and doge, and eays a thousand things 
only calculated to sour their minda, and diaaflect 
them to the whites; the rival trader he accuses of 
Laving robbed him of hia credits (for they never 
give this species of artifice among themselves a 
milder term) and calls him many opprobriouB 
names ; a combat frequently eusu(!e, in which the 
principals are not the only actors, for their men 
will, of course, sympathise with their respective 
employers. Tbu Indians are the s^iectators of 
those riotous transactions, which are well calcu- 
lated to give them a contempt for the character 
of the whites, and to inspire them with a belief 
of the importance of their peltries and furs. The 
British tradera have even gone further in the 
northwest, and even offered hribea to induce the 
Indians to destroy each other; nor have I any 
reaaon to doubt but what the same thing will 
happen on the Miaaomi, unless aome disinterested 
person, armed with authority by government, be 
placed in such a situation as will enable him to 
prevent such controversies, 1 look to this custom 
of extending credits to the Indians, as one of the 
great causes of all those individual contentions. 
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■which wili moat probably arise in the eonree of 
this trade, aa well between the IndiaGs and whites 
ae between the whites themselves; and that our 
agente and officers wUl be alivajs harassed with 
settling these disputes, whith thej never can do in 
such a manner as to restore a pcrifect good under- 
standing between the parties. I think it would be 
beat in the outset, for the govermnent to let it be 
understood by the merchants, that if they think 
proper to e^teud credits to the Indians, it shall he 
at their own risk, dependent on the good ftiith of 
the Indiana for voluntary payment; that the 
ftiUure of the Indiana to comply with their con- 
tracts, shall not be considered any justiScation for 
their maltreatment or holding abusive language 
to them, and that no assistance shall be given 
them in any shape by the public functionaries to 
aid them in collecting their credits. If the govern- 
ment interffera in behalf of the traders by any 
regnlation, then it will he the interest of every 
trader individually to get the Indians indebted to 
him, and to keep them bo in order to secure in 
fntnre their peltries and furs eiclnaively to himself. 
Thus, the Indians would be compelled to exchange 
without choice of either goods or their prices, and 
the government would have pledged itself to make 
the Indians pay for goods, of which they ca,nnot 
regulate the prices. I presume the government 
will not undertake to regulate the merchant in 
this respect by law. 

The difficulties which have arisen, and which 
must arise under existing circumstances, may be 
readily corrected by estabUahiag a few posts, 
where there shall be a sulBcient guard to protect 
the property of the merchanta in their absence, 
though it may be left with only a single clerk : to 
those common marta, all traders and Indians 
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ebould be compelled to re«ort for the purpoeee of 
traffic. 

The plan proposed guards against alldifficnlties, 
and provides Tor a fair eicchaage, witbont tiie 
necessity of credit: when the Indian appears with 
bis peltry and fur, the competition between the 
merchants wilt always insure him his goods on 
the lowest possible terms, and the exchange tak- 
ing place at onee, there can be no cause of con- 
troversy between the Indian and the merchant, 
and no fear of loss on the part of the latter, un- 
less he is disposed to malie a voluntary sacrifice, 
through a siiirit of competition with others, by 
selling bis goods at an under value. 

Some of the stipulations contained in thelicenaes 
usually granted our Indius traders, are totally 
mpatible with the local situations, and eiist- 
s and habits of almost all the Indian 
1 Upper Louisiana. I allude more par- 
ticularly to that clause in the bcenee, wbicb com- 
pels them to trade at Indian towns only. It will 
n by refbrence to my statistical view of the 
Indian nations of Upper Louisiana, that the great 
body of those people are roving bands, who have 
no villages, or stationary residence. The next 
principal division of them, embracing the Paniae, 
Ottoea, Kanzas, &c. have not their villages on the 
Missouri, and they even pass the greater portion 
of the year at a distance ttom their villages^ in the 
same roving manner. The third, and onlyportion 
of those Indians, who can with propriety be con- 
sidered as possessed of such stationary villages as 
seems to have been contemplated by this clause of 
the license, is confined to the Ayaways, Sioux, and 
Foxes of the Mississippi, and the Hicaras, Man- 
dans, Minnetarees, and Ahwahaways of the Mis- 
souri. The consequence is, that until some farther 
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provision be made, that all the traders who have 
inttrcourBe with aoj nationB except those of the 
last claea, will form their «etabhshmcuta at the 
several points on the Missouri, where it will be 
moat convenient to meet the several nations with 
whom they wish to cajrj on commerce. This is 
their practice at the preeent moment, and their 
bouses are scattered on various parts of the Mis- 
souri. In this detached situation, it cannot be 
ejpect«d that thej will comply with any of the 
stipulations of their licensee. The superintendent 
of St. Louis, distant eight hundred or a thousand 
miles, cannot learn whether they have forfeited the 
penalty of their licenaes or not : they may, there- 
fore, vend ardent spirits, compromit the govern- 
ment, or the character of the whites, in the esti- 
mation of the Indians, or practice any otJier 
crimes in relation to those people, withont the 
fear of detection or punishment. The government 
cannot with propriety, say to those traders, that 
they shall trade at villages, when in reality they 
do not exist; nor can they for a moment, I pre- 
sume, think of incurring the expense of sending an 
Indian agent with each trader, to see that he 
commit no breach of the stipulations of his license. 
These traders must of course be brought together, 
at some general points, wtere it will be conven- 
ient for several nations to trade with them, and 
where they can be placed under the eye of an 
Indian agent, whose duty it should be to see that 
they comply with the regalations laid down for 
their government. There are crimes which maybe 
committed without a breaeh of our present laws, 
and which make it necessary that some flirther 
restrictions than those contained in the present 
licenses of our traders, should either be added 
under penalties in those licenses, or punished liy 
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vaj* of a discretioDary power, lodged in the 
BDperintendent, eitending to theeicluBioD ofsach 
indiTiduals frotn the Indian trade. Uf this de- 
Kfipcion I ehall here eDomerate three: 

First. That of holding couversatioos with the 
lodians, tending to bring our govemineDt into 
disrepute among them, and to alienate their af- 
fections from the same. 

SecoDd, That of practieiogauj meooa to induce 
the Indiana to maltreat or plunder other mer- 
chants- 
Third, That ofatimolating or exciting bf bribes 
or otherwise, any nations or bands of Indians, to 
wage war against other nations or bands; or 
against the citizens of the United States, or 
agaiust citizens or subjects of anj power at peace 
with the same. 

These appear to me to be crimes fraught with 
more real evil to the community, and to the In- 
dians themselves, than vending ardent spirits, or 
visiting their hunting eamps for the purpose of 
trade ; yet there are no powers vested in the super- 
iutendents, or agents of the United tjtat«8, to pre- 
vent their repeated commission; nor restrictions or 
flne« imposed by onr laws, to punish such ofiences. 
It is welt known to me that we have several 
persons engaged in the trade of the Missouri, who 
have, within the last three years, beea adopted 
as citizens of the United States, and who are now 
hostile to our government. It is not reasonable 
to expect, that such persons will act with good 
fitith towards us. Hence, the necessity of assign- 
ing metes and bounds to their transactions among 
the Indians. On my way to Ht. Louis, last i^, I 
received satisfactory evidence that a llr. tiobi- 
deau, an inhabitant of St. Louis, had, the preced- 
ing winter, during his intercourse with the Ottoee 
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Euid MiBBouris, been guiltj of the moat fiag^ant 
breaches of the first of those miedemeanore above 
mentioned. On my arrival at St. Louts, 1 re- 
ported the ca«e to Mr, Broom, the acting enper- 
intendent, and recommended hie prohibiting that 
person from the trade of the Missouri, unlem he 
wonld give eatisfkctorj aasuranc&e of a dispoei- 
tion to hold a diftereut laoguage to the Indians. 
Mr. Broom informed me, that the lawa and regu- 
lations of the United States on this eubjert, gave 
him no such powers; and Ittr. Kobideau and sons 
Btill prosecute their trade. 

The uneontroiled liberty which our citiienB take 
of hunting on Indian lands, has always been a 
eource of serioaa difficulty, on every part of our 
frontier, and ie evidently destined to become qnite 
as much so in Upper Louieiana, unless it be re- 
strained and limited within consistent bounds. 
When the Indians have been taught, by commerce, 
duly to appreciate the furs and i>eltries of their 
country, they feel excessive chagrin at seeing the 
tvlutes, by their superior skill in hunting, fhst 
diminishing those prodoctions, to which they have 
been accustomed to look as the only meana of 
acquiring merchandise; and nine-tenths of the 
caueesof war areattributaliletothisproctice. The 
Indians, although well dieposed to maintain a 
peace on any other terms, I am convinced will 
never yield this point; nor do 1 consider it as of 
any importance to us that they should; for with 
what consistency of precept and practice can we 
say to the Indians, whom tve wish to civilise, that 
agriculture and the arts are more productive of 
ease, wealth, and comfort, than the occupation of 
hunting, while they see distributed over thdt 
forests a number of white men, engaged in the 
very occupation which our doctrine would teach 
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tbem to abandon. Cnder euch circumstances, it 
cannot be conBidered irrational in the Indians, to 
conclude, that our recommendations to agriculture 
are interested, and flow from a tvieh on onr part 
to derive the whole (emolument ariHing Ecota the 
peltriee and Hire of their country, by taking tbem 
to onrselvea. 

These obaervationB, however, are intended to 
apply only to such Indian nations as have had, 
and Btill maintain a commercial intercourse with 
the whites: auch we may aay are those inhabiting 
the western branches of the MissisBippi, the east- 
ern branches of the Missouri, and near the main 
body of the latt«r, as lUr up as tbe Mandans and 
Minnetarees. Here it is, therefore, that it appears 
to me expedient we should draw a line; and 
temporarily change our policy. I presume it is 
not 1e«B the wish of our governiaent, that the 
Indians on the extreme braccbee of the Miesourl 
to the west, and within the Itocky monntaias, 
should obtain supplies of merchandise equally 
with those more immediately in their vicinity. 
To eQ^t this, the goTemuient must either become 
the merchant themselves, or present no obstadee 
to their citizens, which may prevent their becom. 
ing BO with those dietant nations ; but as the 
former cannot be adopted (though I really think 
it would be best for a time) then it becomes the 
more necessary to encourage the latter. Tolicy 
further dictates such encouragement being given, 
in order to contravene the machinations preparing 
by the Northwest company for practice in that 
quarter. 

If the hunters are not permitted in those distant 

regions, the mercbanta will not be at the expense 

of transporting their merchandise thither, when 

they know that the natives do not possess the 
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art of taking the fura of their couutrj. The am of 
the trap, by which those (an are taken, ia an art 
which must be learned befbre it can be procdaed 
to advantage ]f the American merchant does 
not advGuture, the 6eld is at once abandoned to 
the Northwest company, who will permit the 
hunter to go, and the merchant will most proba- 
bly be with him in the outset; the abundance of 
rich f\jre in that country, bold out sufficient in- 
ducement for them to lose no time in pressing for- 
ward their adventures. Thas those distant In- 
dians will soon be supplied with merchandise ; and 
while they are taught the art of taking the furs of 
their country, they will learn the value, and until 
they have learnt its yalue, we shall run no risk of 
displeasing them by taking It. When tlie period 
shall arrive that the distant nations shall have 
learned the art of taking their furs, and know 
how to appreciate its value, then the hunter be- 
comea no longer absolutely necessary to the mer- 
chant, and maybe withdrawn; but in the outset, 
be seems to form a very necessary link in that 
chain which ia to unite these nations and our- 
selves in a state of commercial intercourse. 

The liberty to our merchants of bunting, for ths 
purpose of procuring food, in ascending and de- 
scending the navigable waUir-courses, as well as 
while stationary at their commercial posts, is a 
privilege which should not be denied them ; bnt aa 
the unlimited extent of such a priyilege would 
produce much evil, it should certainly be looked 
on as a subject of primary importance: it should, 
therefore, enter into all those compacts which wa 
may think proper to Ibrm with the Indiana in 
that country, and be ao abaped aa to leave them 
DO solid grounds of discontent. 

The time to which hcenses shall estend. 
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A Tiew of the Inditm character, bo ftir as it ia 
necessary it ehoiild be known, for the piirpoaee of 
governing them, or maintaining a fMeudly com- 
mercial intercourse with them, may be comprised 
withia the Hniits of a, few general remarks. 

The love of gain is the Indians' ruling poaai on, 
and the ftar of punishment must form the cor- 
reetiTC; to this passion we are to ascribe their 
inordinate thirst for the posseseion of merchan- 
dise, their unwillingness fo accede to any terms, 
or enter into an J stipulations, except such as ap- 
pear to promise them commercial advantages, 
and the want of good fkitb, which they always 
evince by not complying with any regulations, 
which in practice do not produce to tbem. tboae 
eipected or promised advantages. The native 
justice of the Indian mind, will always give way 
to liis impatience for the possession of the goods 
of the dei^nceless merchant, and he will plunder 
him, unless prevented hy the fear of punishment; 
nor can punishment assume a more terrific shapd 
to them, than that of withhoiding everj deeorip- 
tioa of niBKhandise from tbeia. This species of 
punishment, while it is one of the most efficient ia 
governing the Indians, is certainly the most 
humane, as it enforces a compliance with our will, 
without the necessity of bloodshed. But in order 
to compass the exercise of this weapon, our gov- 
ernment must first provide the means of control- 
ling their traders. No government will be re- 
spected by the Indians, until they are made to 
feel the cilects of its power, or see it practised on 
others: and the surest guarantee of savage fidelity 
to any government, Ih a thorough conviction in 
their minds, that they do possess tJie power of 
punishing promptly, every act of aggression, 
■which they may commit on the persons or prop- 
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[ ertj- or their citizens. If both traders and Indiana 

I throughout Upper Louisiana, were compelled to 
resort to regulated commercial poste. then the 
trader would be lesB liable to be pillaged, and the 
Indians deterred fVom practifiing oggreaeion; for 
when the Indiane once become conviuced, that in 
consequcnue of their having practised violenw 
upon tbe persona or propertj of the traders, that 
they have been cut oft' from all intercourse vrith 
ilio^ post«, and that the; cannot resort to any 
other places to obtaiu mercbaDdise, then thej will 
make any eaeriflce to regain the privilege tliey 
had prevfously enjoyed; and I am confident, tJiat 
in order to regain onr fitvonr in such cases, they 
■would saeriflc* any individual who may be the 
object of our displeasure, even should he be their 
fevonrite chief; for their thirst of merchandise is 
paramount to every other consideration ; and the 
leading individuals among them, well knowing 
this trait in the charact«r of their own people, 
will not venture to encourage or excite aggres- 
Biona on the whites, when they know they are 
themselves to become the victims of its conse- 
quences. 

But if, on the other band, these commercial 
establish ments are not general, and we suffer 
detacbed and insulated merchanta, either British 
or American, to eiercise their own discretion, in 
setting down where they may think proper, on 
the western branches of tbe Kliseissippi, for the 
purposes of trading with the Indians; then, al- 
though these commercial establishments may be 
BO extended as to enibra<« the Slissouri, (luite to 
the Mandona, still they will lose a great part of 
their effacte; because the roving bands of Tetons, 
and the most dissolute of the Sioux being denied 
the permission to trade on the Missouri at any 
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rate, would resort to those eBtabliehmenta on the 
and thus become independent of the 
tra:de of the Miaaouri, ae they have hitherto be«n. 
■ hare three alternatives: Firet, 
to eatahiish two commercial posts in this quarter. 
Secondly, to prohibit all intercourse with the 
Sisitons, and other bands of Sioux, on the river 
St. Peter's and the Raven's- wing river, informing 
thoHe Indians that such prohibition has been the 
consequence of the malconduct of the Tetons, and 
thus leave it to them to correct them ; or. Thirdly, 
to make an appeal to arms in order to correct the 
Tetons ourselves. 

Impressed with a belief unalloyed witJi doubts, 
that the ardent wish of our government has ever 
been to conciliate tbe esteem, and secure the 
ftiendsbip of all tbe savage nations within tlieir 
territory, by the exercise of every consistent and 
pacific measure in their power, applying those of 
coercion only in the last resort, I here proceed 
with a due deference to their better judgment, to 
develop a scheme which has suggested itself to my 
mind, as the most expedient that I can devise for 
the successfbl consummation of their philanthropic 
views towards those ivretched people of America, 
aa well as to secure to the citixens of the United 
States, all those advantages, which ought of right 
exclusively to accrue to them, fVom the possession 
of Upper Louisiana. 

The situation of th-e Indian trade on the Mie- 
sonri and its waters, while under tbe Spaniah 
government. 

The exclusive permisBion to trade with nations. 

The giving by those exclusions, the right to in- 
dividuals to Airnisb supplies, which rendered the 
Indiana independent of the government. 

The times of sending goods to the Indians, and 
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or returning to 8t. Louib— the neceesity of giving 
credits; therefore the disadvantages of 

The evile which grew out of the method pursued 
bj the Bpaniarde, aa well to themsetveB au to the 
Indiajia. 

The independence of individuals of their own 
government. 

The dependence of the Indiana on those Indl- 
vidnalH, and their consequent contempt for the 
government, aad for all other cititena whom the; 
plundered and murdered at pleasure. 

The present rapacity of the Indians, owing to 
thla canse, aided also by the system of giving 
credits to the Indians, which caused contentions 
among the traders, which termiuatrf by giving 
the Indians a contempt for the character of the 
whites. 

The permission to persons to hunt on Indian 
lands, productive of many evils, the most frequent 
causes of war, hostile to the views of civilising, 
and of governing the Indians. 

The flrMt principle of governing the Indians la to 
govern the whites — the impossibility of doing this 
without establishments, and some gnards at those 

The Slsitone may be naade a check on the 
Tetcns by withholding their trade on the Mls- 
sissippi. 

Having stated the several evils which flowed 
from the Spanish system, I now state the Indian 
character, the evils which still exist, and what 
they will probably terminate in, if not redressed— 
the plan recommended to be pursued and the bene- 
fits which may be eipected to result therefrom, 
conclude thus, it may be pretty conBdently be- 
lieved that it is not competent to produce the 
wlshed-for reform among the Indians. 
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Hunters permitted in the Indian country perni- 
cious — iVequent cause of war between us. 

Some of tlie Htipulationa of the licenses granted 
the traders, in application to the state of the 
Indiajis on the Missouri, of course not attended 
to. The incompetency of the Indian agents to see 
that any of the BtipnlationB are complied witb. 
Whiskey, or ardent spirits iriay, therefore, be in- 
troduced, and other corruptions practised with- 
out our knowledge. There is not at present al- 
lowed by law to the superintendent of Indian 
affairs, any discretionary powers, by which he can 
prohibit our newly acquired citizens of Louisiana, 
who may be diealf^ted to onr government, ftom 
trading with the Indians: the law says, that any 
citiaen. of the United States, who can give enffl- 
cient security for the eum of five hundred dollars, 
fbr the faithful compliance with the stipulation of 
his hcense, shall be permitted to trade. An in- 
stance has happened in Mr. Bobideau, £c. 

The preceding observations of captain Lewis, 
although left in an unfinished state, are too im- 
portant to he omitted. The premature death of 
the author has prevented his filling up the able 
outline that he has drawn. 
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A BDmmary statement of the rivers, creeks, and 
moBt remarkable platiee, tlieir distances Oom each 
other, &e., their diHtances from the Miesieeippi, 
as<?ending the MiBBonri, acroHS the Bocky moun- 
tains, and down the CoUimbia to the Pacific 
ocean, as was explored ia the years 1804, C, and. 
fi, by captains Levris and Clark. 
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APPENDIX. 

NoK. In pasBing; iVom tbe falls of the MiMoni-i, 
•croee the Rock; mountaine to the navigable 
Tat«ra of the Columbia, jau have two hundred 
mlleB of good road, one hundred and forty niiles 
•f high, steep, rugged mountaina, Biity miles of 
vbicb ia coTered from two to eight feet deep with 
^uiw is the last of June. 
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' Note. Fort Clataop is situated on the west side 
of, and three miles up the Netul river I'rom Meri- 
wetlier baj, and eeven miles east ttom the nearest 
part of the eeacoaet ; — at this fort captain M. 
Iiewie, and captain W. Clark, passed the winter of 
1805 and 1806. 



The road by which ire went ont by the way of 
the Missouri to its head is 30!I6 miles, thence by 
land, by way of Lewis's river over to Clark's 
riyer, and down that to the entrance of Travel- 
ler's-rest creek, where all the roads fVom difierent 
rontea meet, then across the rugged part of the 
Bocky mountains to the navigable waters of the 
Columbia, 398 miles ; thence down the river 640 
miles, to the Pacific ocean; makiogatotal distance 
of 4184 miles. On our return in 1806, we came 
Scoia Traveller" B-reet week directly to the falls of 
the Missouri river, which shortens the distance 
about 579 miles, and is a much better route, re- 
il24 
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I the dialance from the MlflBUsipi^ to the 
Pacific ocean to 3a^'i milee. 2575 milee of tiua 
dietance \a up the MJMOuri to the falls of that 
rirer; tbeact^ passiDg through the plains, and 
aeiom the Rocky mountains to tJie navigable 
waters of the Koonkooekee river, a branch of the 
Colnmbia, 340 miles; I^UO mile« of whiub U a 
good road, 140 milea over a tremendous moun- 
tain, steep and broken, (lU milea of which is cov- 
ered several i^t deep with snow, on which we 
passed the last of Jnne: ftom the navigable part 
of the Kooskooskee we descended that rapid river 
73 milea to ite entrance into Lewis's river, and 
down that river 154 miles to the Columbia, and 
thesoe 41S milea to ita entrance into the I'aciflc 
ocean. About 180 miles of this distance a tide- 
water. We passed several bad rapids and nar- 
rows, and one considerable fkll, 268 miles above 
the entrance of this river, of 37 ftet 8 inches.— 
The total distance descending the Colurobian 
waters 040 miles, making a total of 8555 miles, 
on the moHt direct route fVom the Mississippi, at 
the mouth of the Missouri, to the Pacific ocean. 
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ESTIMATE OF THE WESTERN INDIANS. 
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oi ine i,tt8iaw inio ClBxi's river, on bt 
ul Uie Laatsn. oa blgh as tlie torka - 
lATtlelo nation reafcto ai tbetsJls ol [heLasUw 
liver, below tbe gnsC Wayion lake. 
BWes of thB river - . . - - 
Bkeetoomlih nation reeldea on a smM . 
(be mme came, wblcb lUsi^bai^ea llselF into 
tbo laataw, below the (alls, aimmd tbe Wav- 
toD lake, and on two iBlunda wltbtn tbe said 

lake 

Hlcksuckaoilton Cnbe of tbe Tushsbepab mstSe 
on Clark's river, above ISb great falls of tbal 
river. !□ UieBockymountaltiB - 
HobiipOB. a tribe o( tbe Tuahabepah reaidB 
Clark a river, above tbe ^loksucksealions. 
Uie Rock; mouDtalns ..... 
TuslisbepabB nalion realle on a oortb fork 
Clark's river in spring and sumnier, and 
fall and vrinter nn the Miieoiiri. Tbe Ootl 
bools is a band of tMa nation ... 

Whole namber of Indians W. ol iUieSy Mi 




Thermometrical obaerTations, ehowing also tha 
rise and fall of the MisaiBHippi (Miseouri) ; ap- 
pearances of weather, winds, &a., commencmg at 
the mouth of the river. 

IhiboeB In latitude 38'' 55 19\'5 north, and 
longitude 89° 57' 45' west, January 1, 1804. 

Thermometer on the north side of a tree in the 
woods. 



Exiphinatums of the notations of the 

I meana fair weather. <: means cloudy. 

r means rain. n means enow. 

h means bail. t means thunder. 

I meane lightning. a after, as f a r means 

c a, 6 means cloudy fair after rain, which haa 

after snow interven- intervened since the lost 

ing. obeerratioQ. 
ears means cloudy 
after rain and bdow. 
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Notations of the river. 

T means risen in the / means ftillen in the last 
last 24 hours, end- 24 hours, ending at snn- 
ing at sunrise. rise. 

Notatwns of thermometer, 

a means above b means below naught, 

naught. 
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ItuMdRKS AND ReFI.B' 

DsT of the moDtli. 

1801. 
Jan. 1 Snow one inch deep. 

2 Some buow last night. 

3 Hard wind. 

4 River covered witi ice 



River Da Boia rise, 
do. do. do. 



out of the Mis- 



^ 


AWie!Ws&. •"■ 


1 Jan. 13 


Snowed last night. 


L IT 


River coTered with ice, some Wi inches 




thick. 


S 19 


River covered with ice, some 5Mi inches 




thick. 


20 


No ice paaBing to-day. 


21 


Ice running out of the Mleaouri O inchea 




thick. Snow SVs inches deep. 


22 


Ice running out of the Missouri, snow 




5?i inchea deep. 


28 


Ice Htoppcd. 


24 


The trees covered with ice. 


28 


Ice running, cold Sx. 


Feb. 1 


The wind biew hard, no frost, Bnow 




disappearing fast. 


2 


Frost this morning, the snow has dis- 




appeared in apota. 


^^^L 


FroBt this morning, the enow thawa 




considerablj. 


^^H 


Frost, nnniber of swan and geese from 




N. and S. 


^^^1 


Immense quantitj of ice running, some 




of which IB 11 inchea thick. 


^^H 


A quantity of aoft ice running, whit* 




ftoat, the enow disappeared, swans 




passing. 


^^H 


A small quantity of floating ice paaaing. 




Bwana passing. 


^^H 


Many swan from N. W. Creek roae and 




took off the water mark. 


^^F 


The river rose U fcet: large quantity of 




drift ice from the Miaaouri, 


r 10 






titiea; some geeee pass from the 




south. 


t -^^ 


The sugar maple runs freely; swans 




pass from the north. 
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Pigeons, ge«i«e and (lucks of various 
kinda have returned. 

The first appearance of tlie blue cranes. 

Bot little drift ice: theMieBisaippi is not 
brokiMi up: sugar trees run. 

Immense quantity of swaus. 

The river rose three inclieH and fell Im- 
mediatelj. 

Began to snow, and continued all day. 

Snow all night, and until eleven o'clock 
A. M. and cleared away. 

Saw the first brant return. 

Bain succeeded by snow and bail. 

Cloudy in thu morning. 

The weather has beiw generally fb.ir but 
rery cold, the ice run for several days 
in such quantitien, that it was impos- 
sible to pass the river; visited St. 
Charles; saw the first snake, which 
wna tiie kind usually termed the gar- 
ter snake ; aav also a beetle of a 
black colour, with two red stripes oa 
bis back, passing each other crosswise 
ftom the butt ol" the wing to the ex- 
tremity of the same. 

Heard the first fWigs on my return ftom 
St. Charles. 

Saw the first white crane retnm. 

The weather warm and feir. 

Th^ buds of the spicewood appeared, 
and the tassels of the male cotton- 
wood were larger than a large mul- 
berry, and with the shape and colour 
of that fruit: some of them had fallen 
from the trees. The grass begins to 
spring; the weather has been warm, 
and no failing weather until this time,. 
849 
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though the atnioHphere has been very 
smokj and thick; a heavy Ikll of raiu 
commenced, which continued nntil 
twelve at night, attended with thun- 
der and lightning. Saw large insecta 
which reeembled mosquitoes, but 
doubt whether they are really those 
insectaortte fly which produces them, 
they attempted to bite my horae, 
but I could not observe that they 
made any impression with tJieir 
beaks. 

Windy. 

The spicewood is in full bloom, the 
dog's-tooth violet, and May apple ap- 
peared above ground. A northern 
light appeared at 10 o'clock P. M. 
very red. 

At St. Louis the bads of the peaches, 
apples and cherries appear. 

A large flock of pelicans appear. 

The leaves of some of the apple trees 
have burst their coverts and put 
forth, the leaves of the greenwood 
bushes have put forth.— Many of the 
wild plants have sprung up and ap- 
pear above ground. 

No appearance of the bnds of the Osage 
apple; the Osage plum has put forth 
its leaves and flower buds, though it 
is not yet completely in blow. 

The peach trees are partly in bloom; 
the brant, geese, duck, swan, crane 
and other aquatic birds have disap- 
peared very much within a few days, 
and have gone ftirther north I pre- 
sume; the summer ducks raise their 
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now here in great numbers. 


^^17 


Peach trees in ftil! bloora; the weeping 




willow luLB pat forth iu leayes, and 


^^^K 


are one-flfth of their aiie: the violet, 


^^M 


tiie dove'e-foot and cowslip are in 


^^^ 


blow, the dog's-tooth violet i» not yet 


^^^B 


in bloom. The trees of the forest, par- 


^^^L 


tienlarly the Cottonwood, begin to 


^^^K 


obtain from the siw of their buds, a 


^^M 


greenish cast at a distance ; the goose- 




berry, which is a.lso in this country > 


^^m 


and bifttk, have put forth their leaves 


^^^ft 


— ^oet. 


^KS6 


The white frost killed much IVuit near 




Kahokia, whUe that at St. Louts es- 


^^P 


caped with little injury. 


^ ao 


White frost ; Blight ; did but little injury. 


Maj 5 


Thunderedand Ughtened eicesaively thiB 




morning. 


10 


Distant thunder: sultry this evening, > 


13 


The wind at four was aneommonly 




hard. 


25 


Strawberries in the prairies ripe, and 


^^^■■ 


abundant. 


^E 27 


Service berries or wild curranta ripe and • 




abundant. 


H 30 






the bottom of the river. 


Jane ID 


Purple raspberriee ripe and abundant. 


11 


Many email birds ore now sitting ; some 


^^^ 


have young: the whippoorwill sitting. 


^Ll6 


The wood duck now have its young; 




these ducks are abundant, and except 


^^V 


one soUtary pelican and a f^w geese. 


^^^^ 


these ducks were the only aquatic 


^^^m 


fowl we have yet seen. J 


1 


aoi i 



^^ 
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July 1 


Saw some geese with their jonng; 




caoght several; they are not yet 




feathered., nor can they fly; the old 




geeae are in the earae situation at thia 


4 


A great numher of young geese and 




swan in a lalte opposite to the mouth 




of Fourth of July creek: in the lake 




there is also an abundance of fish of 




varioue apeciea, the pike, perch, carp, 




cat, Bun-perch, &c. 4c. 


13 


The deer and bear are becoming Bc&rce, 




and the elk begin to appear. 


23 


Catfish is very common, and easy taken 




in any part of thia river; some are 




nearly white, particularly above the 




Piatte river. 


Sept. 19 


The leaves of some of the cotton- wood 




begin to fade: yesterday saw the first 




brant passing from the northwest to 




southeast. 


20 


The antelope is now rutting; the Bwal- 






21 


The elk is now rutting; the buflalo is 


> 


nearly ceased; the latter commence 




the latter end of July or the first of 




August. 


22 


A little foggy this morning; a great 




number of green-legged plover are 




passing down the river, also some 




geese and brant. 


23 


The air remarkably dry; pinms and 




grapes fully ripe; in thirty-six hours 




two spoanfula of water evaporated in 


27 


Saw a large flock of white gulls, with 




wings tipped with black. 


L 
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Oct. 1 


The leal' of the oah, poplar, and moat of 




the sbrabs begin to turn yellow, and 


^^K^ 


decUne. 


^^v ^ 


The earth and sand which form the 


^^^ft. 


bare of this river are eo fully impreg- 


^^^B 


nated nith Halt, that it shoote and 


^^^K 


adheres to the little eticks which ap- 


^^H 


pear on the Bur&ce ; it is pleasant and 




eeeme nitroue. 


^^^ 5 


Slight white frost la«t night: geeee and 


^^^K 


brant passing Houti. 


^^H 6 


Frost last night: sawteal, mallards and 


^^H' 


gulls. 


^^K< 9 


Wind blew hard this morning; saw 


^^^B 


some brant and geesB pasHJng to the 


^^^^ 


south. 


^^H ^* 


Cotton-wood all yellow, and the leaves 


^^^k 






red berries ; the leaves of all the treea 
as ash, elm, &c. eicept the cottoa- 


^^^C 


^^V^ 


wood, are now fallen. 


^^■t 17 


Saw a large floek of white brant with 


^^H 


black wings: antelopes are paeaing to 


^^^ft 


the Block mountains to winter, as is 


^^^K» 


their custom. 


^^■. 18 


Hard frost last night, the clay near the 


^^^^L 


water edge waa froien, as was the 


^^^^r 


water in tha Tessals exposed to 


^^^L 


the air. 


^^■^ 19 


No mnle-deer seen above the Chayenne 


^^K. 30 


Much more timber than usnai: saw the 
first black haws that we have eeea 




^^^L 


for a long time. 


^^V 39 


The wind was so hard, that it was ex- 


^^H 


tremely disagreeable: the sand was 




blown on uh in clouds. 
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Dec. 27 The trees are all white with die friwt 
which attaclied itoelf to their bougtu. 

28 It blew very hard last night; the froet 
JfeU like a ahower of bdow. 

Jftn. 3 The bdow is nine inc-heB deep. 

6 At li o'clock to-day two luminous 
epote appeared on each side of the 
sun, eitremelf bright. 
8 The enow is now ten inches deep, ac- 
cumulating by froata. 

la Singular appearance of three distinct 
Halos or tumiaous rings about the 
moon appeared this evening at half 
after nine, 1'. M. and continued one 
hour; the moon, formed the centre of 
the middle ring, the other two which 
lay north and south of the moon, and 
had each of tbein a limb passing 
through the moon's centre, and pro- 
jecting north and south, a eeraidi- 
ameter beyond the middle ring, to 
which last they were equal in djmen- 
^ons, each ring iLppearing to extend an 
an^eofdfteen degrees of a great circle. 

15 A total eclipse of the moon last night 
visible here, but partially obscured by 
the clouds. 

19 Ice now three feet thick on the most 
rapid part of the river. 

23 The snow tell about four inches deep 
last night, and continues to snow. 
It fVequentiy bappeue that the eun rises 
fiiir and in about fltteen or twenty 
minutes it becomes suddenly tnrbid, 
as if the moon had some chemical 
efibct on the atmosphere. 
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Jan. 31 


The enow ftll two incliee last night. 


¥eb. 8 


The bla;:k and white epecliled vood- 


I 


peclcer btua returned. 


1 ^* 


The SQOw ftill three inches deep laat 




night. 


1 Mar. 2 




^^H 


places, the river partially broken up. 


^B 


A flock of ducks passed up the river 




this morning. 


^1 


Snow but slight, disappeared to-day. 


^H 


Bot little snow, not enough to cover 




the ground. Collected eome roota, 


^^^ft 


herbs and plants, in order to send by 


^^^^B 


the boat, particularly the root said to 


^■' 


cure the bitfl of a mad dog and rattle- 




make. 


^^^H 


The Indians raise a kind of artichokea, 


^^^B 


which they say is common in the 


^^^H 


prairiea; well tasted. 


^1 


Some ducks in the river opposite the 




fort. 


^H 


Bat little enow. 


^H 


A flock of «wan returned to-daj: the 




ice in the river has given vray in many 


^^^1 


places, and it is with difficulty it can 


^^^^1 


be paased. 


^H 


The ice gave way in the river about 




8 P. M. and came down in immense 


^^^^ 


sheets ; very near destroying our new 


^^^H 


canoes; some geese pass to-day. 


^^P 


The first ineeet I have seen, was a large 




black gca.t to-day; the ice drifting in 




great quantities. 


28 


Ice abates in quantity, wind hard, river 




rises thirt««n inches, and fklls twelve 




inches. 


29 


A variety of insects make their ap- 


^^ 


35(j 



pearance. aa Slea, bugs, £c. The ice 
ceosee to run, eapposed to have 
formed aa obstrui^tioQ above. 
. 30 The ice comee dawn in great quantities; 
the Mandans take some floating buf- 
falo. 
31 Dacka aod geese pasBiDg: the ice abates 
in q nan tit J. 
Mtprtl 1 A fine refreshing? shower of rain Ml 
abont 2 P. M. thia wae the first 
shower ofrain that we had witnessed 
since the lT,th September, 1804, 
thonf^h it has eeveral times fkllen in 
fitnall quantities, and watt noticed In 
the diarj of the weather; the cloud 
came l>oni the west, and was at- 
tended bj hard thunder and lightning. 
I hare obBerred that all thnnder- 
clonde in the western part of the con- 
tinent, proceed from the westerly 
quarter, as thej do in the Atlantic 
states. The air is remarkably dry 
and pure in this open country; very 
little rain or snow, either winter or 
summer. The atmosphere is more 
transparent than I ever observed it in 
any country "through which I have 
passed. 
Observed a flock of brant passing up 
the river to-day: the wind blew very 
hard, as it does frequently in this 
quarter. There is scarcely any timber 
to break the winds from the river, 
and the country on both sides being 
level plains, wholly destitute of tim- 
ber, the winds blow with aatonishii^ 
violence, in this open country, and 
857 
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form a gr^it obstruction to tlie navi- 
gation of the MiHBouri, particularly 
with Bmall vcHaelH, which can neither 
aecend nor deacend should tUewind be 
the leaat violent. 

This day a flock of cherry or cedar 
birds were eeen, one of the men killed 
several of them. Tbey are common 
in the United Statea, uHoully a^BOCMte 
in large flocks, and are frequently de- 
Btructive to the cherry orohards, and 
in winter in the lower parte of the 
BtateB of Maryland and Virginia feed 
on the berries of the cedar. They are 
a small blnieh-brown bird, crested 
with a tuft of dark brown feathers, 
with a narrow block stripe passing on 
each side of the head underneath the 
eye, fVom the base of the upper beak 
to the bock of the head ; it is distin- 
guished more particularly by some of 
the shorter fbathers of the wing, 
which are tipped with red spots, 
wMch have much the appearance, ata 
little distance, of sealing-wax. 

The killdeer end large hawk have re- 
turned ; the only bird that I observed 
during the winter at fort Mandan, 
was the Missouri magpie, a bird of 
the corvus genus, the raven in im- 
mense numbers, the small woodpecker, 
or sapsucker as they are sometimes 
called, the beautiful eagle, or calumet- 
bird, so called from the circumstance 
of the natives decorating their pipe- 
Htems witb its plumage, and the 
prairie-hen or grouse. 
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The erowB h&ve aIbo retamed. saw tbo 
first to-daj-; the moequitoee reviait 
UB, Baw BBveral or them. 

10 The l£urk, bald-eagle, ajid the large 

plover have ivturaed ; the groMU be- 
gtnB to Bpring up. and the leal-buds of 
the willow to appear. 

11 The lark- wood pecker, with yellow 

wings, aad a bla^k spot on the brea^, 
common to the United Btatee have 
appeared, with sundry small birds. 
Man; plants l>egin to appear above 
the ground; saw a, large white gull 
to-day; the eagle are now laying their 
^ga ; and the geese have mated. The 
elm, large leafM willow, and the buah 
which bears a red berry le in hloom. 
18 The leavea of the cboke^herry are 
about half grown, the cotton-wood is 
in bloom ; the flower of this tree re- 
sembles that of the aspen in form, and 
is of a deep purple colour. 

15 Several flooks of white brant with 

black wings pass ua to-day, on their 
flight to the northwest; the trees 
now begin to assume & green ap- 
pearance, though the earth at the 
depth of about three feet is not yet 
thawed, which we discover by the 
banks of the river falling in and dis- 
closing a, strata of frozen earth. 

16 Saw the first leather- wing bat; it ap- 

peared about the size of tiioBc common 
to the United States. 
18 A heavy dew this morning, which is the 
fir§t and only one we have seen since we 
passed the Council blufls lastst 
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there ia bnt little dew in this open 
country. Saw a flock of pelican paaa 
from Houthweat to northeast ; they 
appeared to be on a long flight. 
April 19 The treee have now put forth their 
leaves; the gooBeberries, currant, eer- 
vice berries, and wild plums are in 
bloom. 

21 n'hite frost last night, the earth froien 
along the water's edge. 

33 Saw the flrat robin, also the brown 
curlew. 

28 Vegetation has progressed but little 
since the 18th; in short, the change ia 
scarcely perceptible. 
May 2 The wind continued so violent from 
12 o'clock yesterday, until fire o'clock 
this evening, that we were unable to 
proceed; tie snow which ftU last 
night and this morning, han not yet 
disappeared ; it forms a Hiugular con- 
trast with tie trees which are now in 
leaf. 

3 At 4 P. M. the snow had not yet en- 
tirely disappeared ; the new horns of 
the elk begin to appear. 

4 The snow has disappeared; saw tha 
first grasahoppera to-day; there are 
great quantities of a small blue beetle 
(feeding on tiie willowa. 

8 The haid eagle, of which there are great 
numbers, now have their young; the 
turtle-dove appears. 

9 The c.hokecheriy ia now in bloom. 
17 The geeae have their yonng; the elk be- 
gin to produce their young; the ante- 
lope and deer as yet have not; the 
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nn&l] species of whippoorvrill be;^ 
to ers'< '■^'' liia«kbir(l, both la.Ti^ and 
Bmall have appeared. We have had 
scarcely any thunder and lightning; 
the clouds are generally white, and 
accompanied with wind only. 
■ 18 Saw the wild rose in bloom. The 
brown thnieh or mocking bird have 
appeared ; had a good shower of rain 
to.day. it continued about two hours ; 
this IB the first shower that deeervee 
the appellatiott of r.^in, which we have 
Been since we left fort Mandan; no 
thonder, &c. 

23 Saw some particles of snow fall to-day, 
which did not lie in sufficient quan- 
tity on the ground to be perceptible, 

23 Hard frost last Jiight; ice in the eddy 
water along the shore, and the water 
froie on the oars this morning; straw- 
berries in bloom ; saw the first king- 

25 Saw the king-bird or bee-martin; the 
grouse disappear; killed three of the 
bighorn animals, 

36 The last night 'was much the warmest 
that we have experienced ; found the 
covering of our blanket suffldent; the 
air is extremelj dry and pure. 

38 A slight thunder storm, the air was tur- 
bid in the forenoon, and appeared to 
be filled with smoke; we supposed it 
to proceed froia the burning of the 
plains, which vie are informed are fre- 
quently set on fire by the Snake 
Indians to compel the antelopes to 
resort to the woody and mountainooB I 
3G1 
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country which they inhabit; 
email white anrl black woodpeckc 
with B, red head, the eaiiie whiuh 
common to the Atlantic atates. 

' 30 The rain commenced about 4 o'clock in 
the eveuiu}^, and continued moder- 
ately through tie course of the night; 
more rain haa now fallen than we 
have eiperienced since the loth of 
September lait. 
81 The antelopes now bring forth their 
young ; from the aize of the young of 
tlie bighorn, I anppoee they bring 
forth their young as early at least aa 
the elk. 

} 5 Great numhera of sparrowB, larke, cur- 
lews and other amaller birds common 
to prairiee, ore now laying their eggs 
and sitting ; their neets are in great 
abundance; the large bate, or night- 
hawks, and the common buzzards ap- 
pear; first saw the mountain-cock 
near the entrance of Maria's river. 
15 The deer now begin to bring forth thdr 
young; the young magpies begin to 
fly. The brown and grizzly bear begin 
to copulate, 
27 At 1 P. M. ft black cloud which arose in 
the eouthweet came on, accompanied 
with a high wind and violent thunder 
and lightning; a great quantity of 
hail also Ml during this atorm, which 
lasted about two hours and a half. 
The hail which was generally about 
the size of pigeons' eggs, and not un- 
like them in form, covered the groond 
to one inch and a hal£ For about 
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twenty minntes daring this Btorm, 
hail (en of an enormoQB eiie with vio- 
leoce ftlmoet incredible. When the 
hail-BtoDea struck the ground, they 
Tfould rebound to th« heif^ht of ten 
or twelve feet, and paee twenty or 
thirty l)efore they touehed again. 
During this immenae Btorm, I waa 
with the greatest part of the men on 
the portage; the men saved them- 
■elTes, some by getting under a canoe, 
others by putting sundry articles on 
their heads, two were knocked down, 
and seven bad their lege and thighs 
much bmiaed. Captain Lewis weighed 
one of those hail-Btones which weighed 
three ounces, and measured seven 
inches in circumference; they were 
generally round and perfectly solid. 
I am convinced that if one of these 
had struck a man on his naked head, 
it would certainly have fractured his 
BkuU; young blackWrda are abun- 
dant and Ijeginning to fly, 

6 A heavy wind from the southwest, at- 

tended with rnin about the middle of 
thela«t night; about day had a vio- 
lent thunderstorm, attended with hail 
and rain ; the hail covered the ground, 
and was near the else of musket 
balls; one blackbird was killed with 
the hail; I am astoniBhed that more 
have not sufl^red in a similar manner, 
as they are abundant, and I should 
suppose the hail-stones sufficiently 
heavy to kill them. 

7 The river which we are now ascending, 




^^^^^^r ^^H 


^^^H^ le BO iDconsidemble, and the current 


^^^H 80 mui^h af a stand, that I relin- 


^^^B quiehed paying further attention to 


P its state. 


Ang. 21 Most astonishing was the diflerencebe- 


( tween the height of the mercury at 


l| flnnriae and at 4 P. M. to-day. There 


was the difierencc of flfty-nine degrees, 


and this in the space of eight hours. 


! yet we experience this wonderful tran- 


1 Bition without feeling it near bo sensi- 


bly aa T should hare expected. 


Hot. 3 A thick: fog conUnued until 12 o'clock, 


1 at which time it cleared off, and was 




E Commenced raining at 2 P. M. and con- 


iJ tinned at intervals all day ; saw four- 


1 teen striped snakes to-day. 


} 7 A thkk foK this morning which con- 


fi^ tinued until 11 A. M., at which time 


i it cleared ofi", end continued foirabout 


1 two hours, and began to rain ; several 


' showers dnriiig the evening. 


12 Violent nind from the southwest, ac- 


! companied with hail, thunder and 


lightning, the thunder exceasiTely 


lond, wliich continued from 3 till 6 


1 A. M. when it cleared off for a short 


1 time; afterwards a heavy rain buc- 


1 ceeded, wbic^h lasted until twelve 


ij o'clock, when it cleared off for an 


ll hour, and again become cloudy: the 


' rain has been pretty generally felling 


^ since the 7tli instant. 


1 IB The after part of this day is fair and 


1 calm, for the flret time since the 12tli 


r instant, and no rain. 
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. 30 Hoined moderately ftom 6 o'clock A. M. 
imtil 1 P. M. on the 21st, after which 
it became cloudy without rain. 

22 The wind violent ftom the 8. 8. B. 
throwing the wat 
onr caoip, and rail 

36 Rained all day: ao 
wind not so hard 
ftw days poRt; i 
morning of the 23 
^4th instant. 

S? Itained moderately all day; a hard 
wind from the eouthwest. which com- 
pelled ua to lie by on the iethmua of 
point William on the south aide. 

28 The vrind which was fVom the south- 

west shifted in the after part of the 
day to the northwest, and blew a 
storm which was tremendous; rained 
all the last night and to^ay without 
intermission. 

29 Rained all last night hard, and to-day 

moderately. 
SO Hained and hailed at intervals through- 
out the last night, some thunder aud 
lightning. 

3 Fair from V2 to 2 P. M. rained all the 
last night and this morning; rained 
the night of the Ist and the morning 
of the 2d, and cloudy the remainder 
of the day; rained at iutervals the 
night of the 2d instant, with con- 
stant, hard, and sometimea violent 
winds. 

5 Rained yesterday, last night, and mod> 
erately to-day, all day the wind vio- 
lent. 
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Dee. 6 


Rained all last night and to^la; until 




6 o'clock, at which time it cleared 


L 


away and became Mr ; the winds also 


1 


ceased to "blow violent. 


If 7 


Eained from len to twelve laat night; 




fair day ; a. hard wind from the north- 




west, and & shower of rain at 2 P. M. 


10 


Rained all day, and the air cool; I re- 




turned from the ocean ; a violent wind 




last night from the southwest; rained 




the greater part of the night of the 


1 


8th, and all day the eth instant. 


15 


R^ned at short intervals from the 10th 




instant, until 8 A. M. to-day. 


16 


Rained all the last night; cold wind 




Tiolent from the southwest, accom- 




panied with rain. 


17 


Rained all the lost night and this mom. 




ing nntil S o'clock, when we had a 




shower of hail, which lasted about an 




honr, and then cleared ofi; 


18 


Rained, snowed, and hailed at intervals 




all the last night; several showers of 




hail and snow until meridian. 


19 


Rained last night, and several showers 




of hail and rain this evening; the air 




cool. 


( 20 


Some rain and hail last night, rain con< 




tinned until 10 A. M. 


23 


Eained aU last night, and moderately 




all day, with several showers of hail, 




accompanied with hard clapa of thun- 




der &a. ; rained 21st and 22d all day 




and night. 


35 


Rained at intervals last night and to- 




day. 


26 


Rained and blew hard all last night and 


,^_ 
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to-daf ; some bard claps of thi 
and eh&rp ligfatning. 
See. 39 Koined moderately without much 

mraaion n'om the 2i!tfa ontil 7 A. M. 
this DiorniDg^ bard wind fVom south- 

80 Hard wind and some rain last nigbtj 

to-day tolerably fiiir. 

81 Rained last night and all tbie day. 
1806. 

Jan. 1 The chaa^ee of the weather are exceed- 
ingly endden, eometimes though ael- 
dora the sun ie yleible for a few mo- 
menta, the next it haila and rains, 
then ceasea and remains cloudj; the 
wind blows and it again rains; the 
wind blows byBquallH most generally, 
and is almost invariably IVom aouth- 
weBt; these vidasitudes of the weather 
happen two, three or more times in 
halfaday; snake seen 35th December. 
3 Tbe thunder and lightning of the last 
evening was violent, a singular occur- 
rence for the time of year; the loss of 
my thermometer I moat sincerely re- 
gret, I am confident that the climate 
here, is much warmer than in the 
same parallel of latitude on the At- 
lantic ocean, though bow many de- 
grees It is now out of my power to 
determine. Since our arrival in this 
neighbourhood on the 7th of Novem- 
ber, we have experienced one slight 
white ttost only, which happened on 
the morDJng of the 16th of that month ; 
we have yet seen no iee, and tbe 
-weather is so warm, that we are 
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obliged to cure oar meat with smoke 
and fire to aaye it; we lost two par- 
cels by depending on the air to pre^ 
serve it, though it was cut in very 
thin elicea, and eufilcientlj exposed- 

Varioua fliee and ineects now alive and 
in motion. 
' The wind from any quarter off the laud 
or along the northwest ec 
the air to become much cooler; every 
epeciee of water fowl common to this 
country at any season of the year, 
still continue with us. 

Weather perfectly temperate, I never ei- 
perienced a winter so warm as the 
present ha^a been. 

When the sun is said to shine, or the 
weather fair, it ia to be understood 
that it barely casts a shadow, and 
that the atmosphere ia hazy, of a 
milky whit« colour. 

It is now perceptibly colder than it has 
been this ^vinter. 

The enow this evening ia four and 
three-quarter inches deep: the icicles 
continue auspended from the eavea of 
the houses during the day; it now ap- 
pears som«thing like wint«r, for the 
hrat time thia eeaaon. 

The sun shane more bright this moni- 
ing than it has done since onr arrival 
at this place; the snow since 4 P. M. 
yesterday, has increased to the depth 
of six inches, and this morning is 
perceptibly the coldest that we have 
hai I susiwct tha mercury would 
stand at twenty degrees above 
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naught; the Itreatb ie perceptible in 
our room by the fire, 
, 28 l-aet night exposed a Tesael of water to 
the ajr, with & view to dieuovpr the 
depth to which it would fiveze iu the 
course of the night, but unfortunately 
the veBBel was only two inches deep, 
and it fteeied the whole thickneiss; 
how much more it might have frozen 
had the Test«l be^n dee|>er, is therefore 
ont of my power to decide; it is the 
coldest night that we have had, and 
I euppoBe the mercury this morning 
would have stood aa low as fifteen 
degre«i above nauglit. 
81 No twithK landing the cold weather, the 
8wan, trhite brant, geeae and ducks 
still continue with us; the sandhill 
crane also continues; the brown or 
epeclcled brant are mostly gone, some 
few are eiill to be seen; the cormo- 
rant, and a variety of other water 
fowls still remain. The wind fhim 
the land bringti us cold and clear 
weather, while those obliquely along 
either coast or oQ' the ocean brings us 
■warm, damp, cloudy and rainy 
weather; the hardest winds are al- 
ways tVom the aouthweat. The blue- 
created corvus has already began to 
build its neat; the nest is formed of 
small sticks, usually in a pine tree. 
3 The rain which fell in the latter part of 
the night froze, and made a slight in- 
crustation on the snow which fell 
some days past, and also on the 
boughs of the trees &c. ; yesterday it 
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S continued fair until 11 A. M. when 
the wind veered about to aonthweat, 
and the horizou waa iiumediatel; 
overcaat with clouds, which uniformly 
takes place when the wind is from 
that poitLt. 

4 Al] the water-fowls before enumerated 
Btill continue with im ; the birde which 
resemble the robin have now visited 
11B in email numbers; saw two of 
them yeat«rday about the fort; thej 
are gentle. 

8 The rain of the last night has melted 
down the huow which hoe continued 
to cover the ground aince the 24th of 
Jajiuarj ; the feeling of the ai^ and 
Other app«araneeB seem to indicate 
that the rigour of the winter has 

apprehensive our meat will spoil, we 
therefore cut it in small pieces and 
hang it eeparately on sticks. Saw a 
number of ineects flying about: the 
email hrowu flyeatch continues with 
ns; this is the smallest of all the 
American liirds except the humming- 
bird. 
15 The robin has returned and is singing, 
which reminds us of spring; some 
other siuall birds passed on their 
flight from the south, but were bo 
high that we could not diatinguiah of 
what kind they were; the robin had 
left thin iiioMi bc'lbre our arrival in 
November. 
_rlfi i.t 11 A. M. it became fair, and the in- 
sects were flying about; at half past 
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113 o*clo<!lc it clouded up and began to 
TOiD. 
24: Much warmer tbia morning than usual; 
aquatic and other birda, heretofoM 
enumerate, coatinae with ub etill ; 
tbe sturgeon and a Huiall fish like the 
anchovy Iwgin to run. they are taken 
in the Columbia about forty miles 
above an: the anchovj' ie exquisitely 
98 G 




Baw a variety of insecta in motion thi 

morning, some small buge as well a 

brown fly with long lege 

about half the Hite of ti 

bouee fly was the most 

the first insect tbat has ap- 
peared ; it ie generally about the Bioka 
filth of any kind ; the yellow and 
brown fiycat4:h has returned, it in a 
very email bird tvith a tail as long 
proportionally as a sparrow. 
Mar. 1 A great part of this day was so warm, 
that lire waa unnecesBary, notwith- 
_ Btandiug it« being tloudy uud raining, 

6 Saw- a spider this morning, though the 
air is perceptibly colder than it has 
been since the 1st instant. At 9 A. M. 
it clouded up and <;ontinued so the 
remainder ol' tie day: even the east- 
erly winds which have heretofore 
giren ua the only Ibjr weather which 
we have enjoyed, seem now to have 
lost their influence in this respect 

7 The elk now begin to shed their horns. 
A bird of a euarlet colour as large as 
a common pheasant with a long t^ 
has returned, one of tbem was aeen 

an 



r Mar. 11 
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to-daj near the fbrt bj captain 
Clark's b[««k man ) 1 could not obtcdn 
a view of it. 

It became cloudy at 10 A, M. and 
rained, attended with eome hail; at 
Hii P. M. it bouoiue fair, and the wind 
changing to nortbeaat it continued 
fkir during the nij;bt: the enow had 
all disappeared by 4 P.M. tbieevening. 

It waa fbiir in the morning, but became 
cloudy at 3 P. M. and continued eo 
during the day. 

Saw a number of ineecta in motion; 
among otbers saw for the flret time 
tbie spring and winter, a downy 
black fly About the size of the com- 
mon house ilf. The plants be^n to 
appear above the ground, among 
otihera the rush, of which the natives 
eat the root, whieh resembles in 
flavour the sweet potato. 

The sorrel Tvitli an oval, obtuse, and 
ternate leaf haa now put forth its 
leaves, some of them liave already 
nearly obtained their growth; the 
birda were singing very agreeably 
thia morning, particularly the com- 

Tbe anchovy has ceased to run; the 
'white salmon trout have succeeded 
them; the weather is so warm that 
insects of various species are every 
day in motion. 

The leavea and petals of the flower of 
t^e green bnekleberry have appeared. 
Borne of the leaves have already ob- 
tained one fourth of their site. 
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linr. 24 The brown brier; Blinib with a broad 
piunaw leaf has began to put foith 

I its leaves; the puli^at calwort is in 

bloom; saw the blue-creetcd fiaher; 
birds are siDgiug this morning: the 
blatk aider is in bloom. 
35 The eider, gooseberry and honejsnckle 
are now putti&g forth their leaves; 
the n(>ttle ant) a variety of other 
plants ar« epringiog up; the flowera 
of the broad-leaied thorn are nearly 
blown ; several sniall plants in bloom. 
26 The hiiinming-biril bit» appeared ; killed 
one of theni and found it the eame 
with those common to the United 



27 The email or bdnk martin appeared to- 
day: saw one large flock of them; 
water-fowl very scarce; a fcw cor- 
morant, g«eee, and the red-headed 
fishing duck are all that are to be 
seen; the red flowering currant are in 
bloom ; this I take to be the same 
epeciee 1 firBt saw on the Rocky 
mountains; the tVuit is a deep purple 
berry, covered with a gummy snb- 
stance, and not agreeably flavoured: 
there is another species not covered 
with gum which I Qrst found on the 
waters of the Columbia, about the 
12th of August last. 
This evening we saw many swan pa8»- 
Ing to the north as If on a long flight; 
vegetation is not by several days as 
forward here ae at fort Clatsop when 
we left that place; the river rising 
fkst; the water is tnrbid; the tide 
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onlf swells the water a tittle, it doM 

not stop the current ; it is now witliin 

fbtit of itB greatest height. 

Tlie graae i» about sixteen inches liigh 
in the river bottoms; the fVogs are 
abundant. 

From the best opinion I could form of 
the state of the Columbia on the first 
or .\pril, it woe about nine iket higher 
thtwi when we descended it in the 
i)eginiiing of Sovemlter last. 

The cotton-wood baa put forth its 
leaves and begins to aasume a green 
appearance at a distance; the sweet 
willow has not jet burst its bud, 
while the leaves of the red and broad- 
leafM willow are of sonie sine; it ap- 
pears to me to be the most backward 
in vegetating of all the willows ; the 
narrow-leaJM willow is not found be- 
low tide-water on this river. 

The male flowers of the cottonwood are 
falling; the gooseberry has cast the 
petals of its flowers, and its leaves 
have obtained their full size; the 
elder which is remarkably large, has 
began to bloom, some of its flowerets 
have expanded their corollas ; the 
Btrv ice-berries, choke -cherries, the 
growth which resembles the beech, 
the small birch and gre; willow have 
put forth their leaves. 

The vining honeysuckle has put forth 
ahoota of several inches; the dog- 
toothed violet is in bloom, &a is also 
both the ei>ecieti of the moontalu- 
hol^, the strawberrj, the baar's- 
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d&w, the cowHiip, the violet, eom- 
taoa atriped, and the wild crees or 
toDgue graas. 
11 11 The geem are jet in large Bocks and do 
not jet appear U> have mat«d; what 
I have beretorore termed the bruad- 
lealM aah, is now in bloom; the 
fringu tree ha^ cast the corolla and 
itH leaves have nearly obtained their 
fill] site; the sa^cacomnua ie Id bloom. 
13 The duckin mallard, which breed in the 
neighbourhood, ie now laying its 
egge; vegetation ie rapidly progress- 
ing in the bottoms, though the enow 
of yesterday and to-day reaches 
within a mile of the b&ae of the 
tnountaina at the rapidn of the Co- 

16 At the Kock-fort camp saw the prairie 
lark, a species of the peeweet, the 
blue-creat«d fisher, the parti -coloured 
corvuB, and the black pheasant ; a 
species of hyacinth, native of this 
place, bloomed to-day; it waa not in 
bloom yesterday. 

26 The laat evening was cloudy ; it con- 
tinued to threaten rain all night, bnt 
without rainiag; the wind blew hard 
all night, the nir cold, as it is invaria- 
bly when it Bets from the westerly 
quarter. 
1 Having kfc thn river we could no longer 
observe its state, it is now declining, 
though it has not been as high this 
season by five feet as it appears to 
have been the laat spring; the IndianB 
inform ua thac it will rise higher im 
a7o 




about BiiDBet 
) shortly after 
continued to 

until 7 A. M. 

an the plain 
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tltia montb, which I presume ia caused 
by the Bnowa of the mouotaiDH. 

The mouDtAinHon our right seem to have 
had an increase of enow last even- 
ing. 

It be^an to rain and 
thiu evening, whieh 
iucceeded by snow 
ftill vritbout 
and lay 8 inches deep 
where we were; the air was very 
keen; a eudden transition this day; 
yesterday tlie face of tha country had 
every appearance of aunimer; after 
nine A. M. the sun shone, but was 
frequently obscured by clouds which 
gave us light showers oFsnow; in the 
after part of the day the enow melted 
considerably, but there waa too great 
a portion -to be dissipated by tha 
Influence of one day's sun. 

The crimson haw is not more ibrward 
now at thiH place than it was when 
we lay at Rock-fort camp in April. 

A nest of the large blue or sandhill 
crane was found by one of our hunt- 
ers; the young were in the act of 
leaving the shell ; the young of the 
parti-coionred corvus begin to fly. 

The air is remarkably dry and pure, it 
has much tjie Idling and appearance 



of the t 



I the plains of the Mis- 
our arrival in this neigh- 
'n the Tth instant all the 
n the diary of the weather 
. on the plain, and in some 
: snowed on tha plains 
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'When onl; a bidbII mist wa« percepti- 
ble in the bottoms at our camp. 
la,f 27 The dove is cooing, which is tlie signal, 
ae the Intliaae inTorm us of the ap- 
proach or the salmon. The enow has 
iiiBappeart?d oii the high plains, and 
seems to be diminishing fast on the 
spurs and low*r regions of the Itocky 



28 The river from sunrise yesterday to 

sunrise this morning rose one foot ten 
inches; drift-wood running in consid- 
erable quantities, and the current 
incredibly swift though smooth. 

29 The river rose aii inches in the course of 

yesterday, and one foot fire inches in 
theconree of tbe last night; it is now 
as high as there are any marki of its 
having been in the Spring 1805; at 
ten A. M. it arrived at its greatcflt 
height, having rose one and a half 
inches from sunrise to that time; in 
the balance of the day it fell seven 
inches; tlje natives inform us that it 
will take one more rise before it begins 
to subside for the sea,aon, and then 
the passage of the mountains will be 
practicable. 

30 The river continued to fkU untU 4 A. M. 

baring Qiileu three inches by that 
time since sunrise; it was now at a 
Stand until dark, after which it began 

i 2 The river from sunrise until 10 A. M. 

yeaterdaj rose one and a halfinohes, 

&om that time untH dark f^ll fonr and 

a half inches, and in the course of last 
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night rose again eight inches — the !□■ 
diana inrorm us that the present rise 
ia the greatest which it annually 
taken; that when the 'vrat-er eubeides 
to about the height it waa at the 
time we arrived here, the mountaina 
will be paeaable. I have no doubt 
but the melting of the mountain 
enoWB in the beginning of June is 
what causes the annual Inundation of 
the lower portion of the Missouri 
from the flrat to the middle of July. 

r Yeeterday th« water was at its greatest 
height at noon, between that time 
and dark it ftil fliteen inches, and in 
the course of the night rose one and a 
halfinuhee; from the Indian informa- 
tion the water will now aubaide, and 
may therefore be sajd to be at ita 
gresiteat annual height on the 3rd 
instant at noon. 

I The rirer ibll three and a half inches in 
the course of the day ; this fluctuating 
state of the river is no doubt canaed 
by the influence of the aun in the 
course of the day on the snows on the 
mountains; the accession of water 
thus caused in the day does not reach 
ne until night, when itproducee a rise 
in the river. The wild rose is in 
bloom. The river fell ten inchea in the 
course of this day. 
In the coarse of last night the river rose 
a little, but Itell an inch by morning 
lower than it w^as last evening; the 
seven bark and tha yellow vining 
honeysuckle are juat in bloomj CkSaw 
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of the does have produced their 
young, 

r The riViiT fell three inclies lait night and 
seven yeaCerday; the gooseberry is 
fully grown ; alao. the servite-berry. 

I The river fiill one inch laet night and 
fire and a half yesterday ; it appears 
to be fh.lliiig fast, and in the course of 
a frw days will be as low an it was 
when we first arrived hexe: itianow 
about nix f^t lower than it has 

i On the top of the hiUe the dog-tooth 
violet iH juBt in bloom, grass about 
two inches high; email buckleberry 
jnst putting forth ite leaver. 

I Strawberries ripe at the (juamaab flats; 
they are but email and not abundant. 

I The quamaeh and atrawberries are just 
beginning to bloom at the flatB on the 
head of the Kooakooelcee river. The 
iunflower ie also just beginning to 
bloom, which is two months later 
than those on the xidea of the western 
mountains near thefhlls of the Colum- 
bia. 
A dew this morning; the nights are 
cool ; the mosquitoes are trouble- 
flome until a little alter dark when the 
air becomes cool, and the mosi^uitoee 
disappear. 
I arrived in an open plain iu the middle 
of whieh a violent wind from the 
northwest accompanied with hard 
rain laat«id ftoiTi four untjl half past 
five F. M. (juamash in those plains 
at the head of Wisdom river la juat 



I 



APPEND IS. 

beginning to bloom, and the graea is 
about aix inches high. 

A amall shower of rain at 4 this morn- 
ing wae eo mpanied ■with wind from 
the S. S. W. 

A heavy shower of rain waa accom- 
panied with wind from the aouthweat 
from four to five V. M. 

Last night it was very cold and wind 
hard from the nortieaet; the river is 
twelve inches higher than it was laat 
summer; there is more enow on the 
adjacent mountains than was at that 

A large white frost last night ; the air 
extremely «old ; ice three quarters of 
an inch thick on standing water. 

A slight frost last night; tJie air cool; 
the mosquitoes retired a little after 
dark, and did not return until aboot 
an hour after sunrise. 

A heavy shower of rain accompanied 
with hail, thunder and lightaiag at 
3 A. M. with hard wind from the 
Bonthweat ; after the shower was over 
it cleared away and became f^ir. 

The river Bochejhone Mis about half an 
inch in twenty-four hours, and be- 
comes mucb clearer than above. The 
graeahoppeTS are extremely numerone, 
and have destroyed every species of 
grass from one to tea miles above on 
the river, and a great distance back. 

A fbw drops of rain last night at dark, 
the cloud appeared to hang to the 
southwest: wind blew hard from dif- 
ferent points from five to eight P, M. 
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at which time it thnndered and light- 
ened. The river by eleven .V. M. to- 
day had risen 'fift«eD inches, and the 
water wad of a raiiky white colour. 

The river baa fallen within the last 
twenty-four houre eeveo inches. The 
wind was Tinl^atfi'oiu the southwest 
for about three hours laat night, fyom 
one to three A. M, 

River falling'a little; it is sii feet lower 
thaji the higheet appearance of ita 
rise; rained from three to four t'. M. 
but slightly; the wind violent i^m 
the southwest. 

Several showers of rain with hard wind 
from the south and southwest the 
fore part of the day. The brooks on 
each side are big:b and the water 
muddy. 

A slight shower this morning with hard 
wind from the southwest. The river 
falling but very slowly, one inch in 
twenty -fo a r hours. 

A few drops of ra.in a little before day- 
light. River still falling a little. 

A ftiw drope of rain accompanied ^vith 
hard peals of thunder and sharp 
lightning last night: wind hard from 
the northeast. 

A slight shower of rain aceompanied 
with thunder and lightning: several 
showers in the course of this day; it 
cleared away Id the evening and be- 
came fiir. River felling a little, 
Great quantities of coal in the bluBb 
on either side. 

The wind blew hard and it was showery 
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all daj, though there was not mnch 
rain: the clouda came np from the 
west and ft>rthwMt ti«qnently in the 
of the day. 
The raina which have SUleo in this 
month are moat commonly from fly- 
ing clouds which paaa in diSbrent 
directions; those cloada are always 
accompanied with hard winds and 
Bometimea with thunder and light- 
ning. The river has been fhlling mod- 
erately since the third of the month ; 
the raine haye made no other impree- 
Bton on the ri<rer than causing it to be 
more mnddy, and probably preveadng 
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